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Welcome Remarks: The Honorable Karen Jackson
Karen Jackson is the Interim Executive Director of the New College Institute. In this capacity she is serving as
NCI’s senior executive and is responsible for developing strategy and programming to advance the economic
and career opportunities in Southern Virginia. She is also charged with building partnerships to foster
innovation and adoption of cutting edge industries in Southern Virginia. She also serves as President of
Apogee Strategic Partners, LLC a Virginia firm specializing in the development and implement of technology
and innovation strategies in information technology, cyber security, autonomous systems, and smart
communities. Ms. Jackson formerly served as Virginia’s Secretary of Technology from 2014 – 2018. In her
appointed capacities she served as a senior innovation advisor to Governors Kaine, McDonnell, and McAuliffe
on technology matters including innovation, data analytics, telecommunications (broadband), cybersecurity,
unmanned systems (autonomy) and smart communities. She currently serves as chair of the Unmanned
Systems Association of Virginia (USAV).

Unmanned Systems Association of Virginia
• Trade association formed to promote Virginia as national leader in unmanned systems
• Established in September 2016 as key recommendation from Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe’s Unmanned Systems
Commission
• Founding members are leading companies in unmanned systems space, representing aerial, ground and maritime
sectors of industry
• Supports innovation, collaboration and growth in the unmanned systems industry in the Commonwealth
• Learn more at www.unmatchedva.org

Unmanned Systems Association of Virginia
Mission
To foster the growth of the unmanned systems industry in Virginia through advocacy efforts focused on economic and
workforce development, financial incentives and a business-friendly regulatory environment

Key Priorities
Promoting Virginia’s UAS test site, unmanned systems research and other resources
Sharing information about grant opportunities for expansion of existing businesses or attracting new
unmanned systems businesses
Supporting legislation that fosters a business environment that is favorable to innovation and
development of technology
Supporting public and private programs that promote STEM education, workforce training and workforce
development that may be beneficial to the unmanned systems industry
Promoting collaboration among entrepreneurial, existing technology and academic research entities

Today’s Webinar
• Keynote speakers

• The Honorable Shannon Valentine, Virginia Secretary of Transportation
• Anthony Wood, Head of Innovation, Virginia Information Technologies Agency (VITA)

• Panel discussion featuring subject matter experts
• Ground
• Aerial
• Maritime

• Questions

The Honorable Shannon Valentine
Shannon Valentine was appointed Secretary of Transportation by Governor Ralph Northam in January 2018,
and oversees a $5 billion multimodal transportation system crossing seven agencies with more than 10,000
employees. As Secretary, she also serves as Chair of the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB).
Valentine is a former Member of the Virginia House of Delegates, serving on the House Transportation and
Courts of Justice Committees.
For more than 25 years, she worked to create economic opportunity through housing, education and
transportation. Valentine was named 2017 Transportation Woman of the Year by WTS Central Virginia Chapter.
She has been honored with the Humanitarian Award by the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities,
Democracy in Action Award by the League of Women Voters, Freedom Fighter Award by the NAACP, Woman
of the Year in Government by the YWCA, and the Commonwealth Autism Services Award.

Anthony Wood
Anthony Wood is Head of Innovation for Virginia Information Technologies Agency (VITA). He is the innovation
spark for the Commonwealth of Virginia. As befitting his role as program manager for the VITA Innovation
Program, Wood is in constant motion. He has brought excitement, curiosity, volunteerism and partnership to
Virginia agencies, localities and universities and the vendors who support their initiatives. Programs on topics
from blockchain to unmanned systems and smart communities have helped keep the commonwealth on the
cutting edge of opportunity.

Panel Discussion: Ground

Subject Matter Expert: Ground
Nicole Barranco, Volkswagen Group of America

Since April 2013, Nicole Barranco has directed State Government Relations for the Volkswagen Group of America. Barranco
began her career in the automobile industry in 1994 when she was a lobbyist for an automobile trade association. During the
George W. Bush Administration, Barranco held internships with the Office of the General Counsel at both the U.S. Trade
Representative’s office and the U.S. Department of Commerce. After a few years of private legal practice, Barranco returned
to the automobile industry in a state relations capacity for Toyota. Barranco’s resume also includes early employment with
the U.S. House of Representatives, the Florida Citrus Bowl (now Capital One Bowl), Trans World Airlines Government Affairs
(now American Airlines) and Covidien (now Medtronic). Through her work in Autonomous Vehicle public policy, Barranco
was appointed by Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe as the Vice Chair of the Unmanned Systems Commission. She serves
on the Board of the Unmanned Systems Association of Virginia.

Subject Matter Expert: Ground
Janet Webster, Clark Nexsen

Janet Webster has more than two decades of experience in structural design and project management for a wide variety of
public and private sector clients in the U.S. and overseas. Janet is the principal and market sector leader for the Wireless
Solutions team at Clark Nexsen. During her time within this rapidly growing sector, she has been instrumental in developing
expanded services and new growth opportunities. By identifying trends in technology and implementing cutting edge
designs, Janet is visionary in responding to the highly transient nature of wireless and broadband technology. She is
currently leading the team though the design and expansion of the exploding 5G Network across Virginia.
Janet is a licensed structural engineer in Virginia and a passionate advocate and mentor for women who are developing
engineering or other STEM careers. She has served on the Virginia Structural Engineer’s Council as a board member,
including two years as chair. She is currently president-elect of the board of directors of the American Council of Engineering
Companies of Virginia and is a 2012 graduate of their Emerging Leaders Institute.

Subject Matter Expert: Ground
Nick Swayne, James Madison University

Nick Swayne is the Executive Director of 4-Virginia and the founder of JMU X-Labs. The 4-Virginia collaboration of eight
Virginia public institutions, works to leverage their strengths combined strengths to improve the efficiency and economic
impact of higher education across the Commonwealth. He created JMU X-Labs to enable co-curricular course sharing and
develop the campus innovation ecosystem. JMU X-Labs has been recognized by the Governor for innovation in higher
education and regularly holds classes that range in topics from unmanned systems to homelessness. Nick regularly teaches
Leadership in Organizations in the Human Resource Development program. He serves as faculty advisor for the Stanford
University Innovation Fellows, the Executive Director of Virginia-DC robotics, chairs the Veteran Scholar’s Task Force, and is
the founder of the Harrisonburg Regional Veterans Collaborative. Nick is completing his doctoral work in Postsecondary
Strategic Leadership and is serving in his third term on the Harrisonburg City School Board. He’s a retired Army officer with
26 years of service.

Panel Discussion: Aerial

Subject Matter Expert: Aerial
Nicholas Devereux, Wing

Nick Devereux works with Wing (an Alphabet company) doing policy and government affairs, where he focuses on policy at
the federal, state and local levels as well as spearheading community engagement efforts for Wing's operations in Virginia.
Prior to Wing, Nick served as Legislative Counsel and senior policy advisor to Senator Mark R. Warner (D-VA), advising him
on a broad portfolio of issues including judiciary, labor, transportation/aviation, and NASA policy. His work included drafting
legislation and assisting in driving legislative priorities as part of Sen. Warner's position as Chairman of the Surface
Transportation Subcommittee on the Senate Commerce Committee. He served as Sen. Warner's designee on Virginia Gov.
Terry McAuliffe's Unmanned Systems Commission. Prior to his time on Capitol Hill, Nick worked for Patton Boggs LLP (now
Squire Patton Boggs) where he assisted in representing clients before Congress as well as developing strategy on educating
and engaging staff in the legislative and executive branch on behalf of clients.

Subject Matter Expert: Aerial
Nate Robie, Dominion Energy

Nate Robie is the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Program Manager responsible for federal and local regulations and expanding
the use of drones throughout Dominion Energy. Since drone use began at Dominion Energy, the program has grown to
sixteen states and across all business areas of Power Generation, Power Delivery and Gas Infrastructure. The UAS program
supports Dominion Energy’s team in licensing pilots, selecting drones with the optimal sensors as well as identifying and
executing drone use cases that improve safety, efficiency and effective operations. These include equipment inspections,
storm damage assessment, methane detection, surveys, corporate communications, and many other areas. In his ten years
of aviation experience, he has held various positions in the civilian sector and military. Mr. Robie was an Aeronautical
Operations Manager at The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, where he ensured safe operations of a Part 139
certificated airport with over 1,100 daily flights. While serving in the U.S. Air Force, he utilized unmanned and manned aircraft
for intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance and coordinating close air support. Mr. Robie has a passion for aviation and
implementing innovative solutions to improve operations.

Subject Matter Expert: Aerial
Gregory Walden, Small UAV Coalition

With years of experience in government, private practice and teaching, Gregory Walden is a national authority in the aviation
and government ethics spaces. Gregory served as chief counsel of the FAA and as associate deputy attorney general with
the U.S. Department of Justice, where he was special assistant and counselor to the assistant attorney general of the Civil
Division. He also served as associate counsel to President George H.W. Bush as a member of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, and as transition ethics counsel for President-Elect George W. Bush. As a senior advisor at McGuireWoods
Consulting, Gregory advises current and prospective presidential appointees, members of Congress, and congressional
candidates, companies and individuals on government ethics issues, including the Lobbying Disclosure Act; Foreign Agents
Registration Act; House and Senate gift, travel and financial disclosure rules; and the Executive Branch Standards of
Conduct. He counsels citizen groups on matters pending before the FAA, U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), National
Transportation Safety Board, Transportation Security Administration (TSA), U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and
Congress.

Subject Matter Expert: Aerial
Mark Blanks, Virginia Tech

Mark Blanks is the director of the Virginia Tech Mid-Atlantic Aviation Partnership (MAAP) where he leads both the
FAA-designated UAS Test Site and a UAS Integration Pilot Program (IPP). He has built successful UAS research
programs at multiple universities, leveraging his extensive background in aircraft maintenance, flight test, and
certification. Mr. Blanks joined Virginia Tech in August 2015, and has guided MAAP through remarkable growth while
overseeing and expanding a substantial portfolio of operations and research. He plays an active role in policy and
advocacy, serving on multiple unmanned systems-related boards––including recently completing a term on the
AUVSI board––and chairing an ASTM subcommittee on UAS Flight Operations. Mr. Blanks is an instrument-rated
pilot and aircraft mechanic.

Panel Discussion: Maritime

Subject Matter Expert: Maritime
Brian McKeon, Huntington Ingalls Industries

Brian McKeon is the Senior Director of Technology for Unmanned Systems in the Technical Solutions Division of
Huntington Ingalls Industries. In this role, he provides leadership, vision and direction, strategic planning of HII’s
unmanned system technology. Prior to this role, he was the Chief Scientist for Unmanned Systems and Director of
the Panama City Facility. He directed HII’s system engineering, design/development, design and fabrication,
specialized crafts, test and evaluation, manufacturing and life cycle support for unmanned maritime systems. In
addition, he served as the Chief Scientist for the Unmanned Maritime Systems for the Fleet Support Group with HII.

Subject Matter Expert: Maritime
John Padgett, McGuireWoods LLP

John is the office managing partner McGuireWoods LLP’s Norfolk office and former leader of the Transportation Industry
Team. He has extensive experience in providing a wide range of services to corporate and transportation clients. He is
experienced in counseling public and private businesses, partnerships and limited liability corporations with matters involving
mergers and acquisitions, commercial real estate and operational issues. John also has experience with the transportation
and terminal operating industries and has a unique perspective on maritime commerce. He has worked with a variety of
enterprises at various points in their corporate trajectory, from early stage to maturity. He also advises corporations in the
nuances of international trade and U.S. customs' compliance issues. Additionally, he provides litigation support to the firm's
corporate and maritime clients. He has been selected by his peers as one of the best corporate and transportation attorneys
in Virginia.

Subject Matter Expert: Maritime
Eric Weisel, Old Dominion University, VMASC

Eric Weisel, PhD, is Associate Vice President for Applied Research at Old Dominion University and Executive Director at
ODU’s Virginia Modeling, Analysis, and Simulation Center, an applied research center focusing on innovation, workforce
development, and industry engagement programs leading to digital transformation. He serves on the Boards of Directors for
the Society for Modeling & Simulation International and the Commonwealth Center for Advanced Manufacturing, and teaches
courses at ODU in Engineering Management and Computational Modeling and Simulation Engineering.

Q&A

Thank you for participating.
Learn more about USAV at www.unmatchedva.org or contact us at
info@unmatchedva.org or 804-775-1911.

