
Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 6:00 PM ET 4/1/20  new updates highlighted in yellow 1 

Date Administration Action Congressional Action 

March 2 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) took action to make more respirators available to health care 
personnel. The FDA granted the CDC’s request for an Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) to allow health care personnel to use certain industrial respirators during the 
COVID-19 outbreak in health care settings.  

Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced the Coronavirus Vaccine 
Act. 

March 3  Rep. Torres Small (D-NM) introduced the Border Health Security 
Act. 

March 4 

 
 
 
 
 

The House passed H.R. 6074, the Coronavirus Preparedness and 
Response Supplemental Appropriations Act 415-2. 

March 5 

The EPA released a list of EPA-registered disinfectant products that have qualified for 
use against SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 

The Senate passed H.R. 6074, the Coronavirus Preparedness 
and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act 96-1. 
 
Senator Murray (D-WA) introduced the Paid Sick Days for Public 
Health Emergencies and Personal Family Care Act. 
 
Rep. Sablan (D-MP) introduced the Northern Mariana Islands 
Coronavirus Emergency Assistance Act. 

March 9 

The Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
published “Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19” to help companies 
respond in the event of coronavirus in the workplace. 
 
The EPA notified registrants of disinfectants that due to the outbreak, the agency is 
expediting the review of submissions from companies requesting to add Emerging 
Viral Pathogens claims to their already-registered surface disinfectant labels. 

Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced the COVID-19 Health Care Worker 
Protection Act. 

March 10 The FDA postponed most foreign inspections through April. Inspections outside the 
U.S. deemed mission-critical will still be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Rep. DeGette (D-CO) introduced the Covering Coronavirus Test 
Act. 

March 11 

President Trump signed a Proclamation to suspend the entry of most foreign nationals 
who have been in certain European countries (those in the Schengen Area) at any 
point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the United States. 
 

Senator Udall (D-NM) introduced the Border Health Security 
Act. 
 
Rep. Delgado (D-NY) introduced the Pandemic Response and 
Emergency Preparedness Act. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-and-cdc-take-action-increase-access-respirators-including-n95s
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3370?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3370?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6070?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=75
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6070?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=75
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2020/roll086.xml
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-list-disinfectants-use-against-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00066
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3415?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=73
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3415?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=73
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6123?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6123?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=8
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-expediting-emerging-viral-pathogens-claim-submissions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/emerging-viral-pathogen-guidance-antimicrobial-pesticides
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/emerging-viral-pathogen-guidance-antimicrobial-pesticides
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6139?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=56
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6139?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=56
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-update-foreign-inspections
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6173?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6173?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3436?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=74
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3436?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=74
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6206?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=27
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6206?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=27
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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) temporarily waived minimum slot-use 
requirements at US airports to help airlines that cancel flights due to the coronavirus 
(expires May 31). 

Rep. Kilmer (D-WA) introduced the Coronavirus Worker Relief 
Act. 
 
Rep. DelBene (D-WA) introduced the Assistance for Workers 
Harmed by COVID-19 Act. 
 
Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced the Pandemic EBT Act. 
 
Rep. Blumenauer (D-OR) introduced the Resilient Elections 
During Quarantines and Natural Disasters Act. 
 
Rep. Wilson (D-FL) introduced the No Cost for COVID-19 Testing 
Act. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced the MEALS Act to grant certain 
waivers under the National School Lunch Act to address school 
closures due to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Horsford (D-NV) introduced the Emergency 
Unemployment Insurance Stabilization and Access Act. 
 
Rep. Bonamici (D-OR) introduced the COVID-19 Child Nutrition 
Response Act. 
 
Rep. Murphy (D-FL) introduced the Emergency Paid Leave Act. 

March 12 

The Department of Labor announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that states 
have in administering their unemployment insurance (UI) programs to assist 
Americans affected by the outbreak. 
 
The Export-Import Bank of the United States (EXIM) announced relief provisions for 
exporters and financial institutions affected by the pandemic. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced disaster assistance loans for small 
businesses impacted by coronavirus. SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to 
$2 million in assistance for a small business. 

Senator Peters (D-MI) introduced the Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance Act. 
 
Senator Murray (D-WA) introduced the Supporting Students in 
Response to Coronavirus Act. 
 
Senator Wyden (D-OR) introduced the Resilient Elections During 
Quarantines and Natural Disasters Act. 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to direct DOL to 
issue an emergency temporary standard that requires certain 
employers to develop and implement a comprehensive plan to 
protect employees from exposure to COVID019. 
 

https://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=24736
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6207?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6207?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6205?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=47
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6205?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=47
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6200?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=55
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6202?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=58
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6202?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=58
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6213?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=65
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6213?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=65
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6187/titles?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&r=66&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6199?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=67
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6199?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=67
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6203?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=69
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6203?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=69
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6198?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=72
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200312-0
https://www.exim.gov/fact-sheet-exim-covid-19-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-provide-disaster-assistance-loans-small-businesses-impacted-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3497?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3497?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3489?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3489?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3440?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=57
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3440?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=57
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3475?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=71
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Rep. Luetkemeyer (R-MO) introduced a bill to temporarily 
prohibit the federal financial regulators from requiring 
compliance with the CECL Rule by persons impacted by 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Stivers (R-OH) introduced a bill to require a report 
analyzing the effectiveness of the joint release on coronavirus 
issued by federal and state financial regulators. 
 
Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced the Emergency Family and 
Medical Leave Expansion Act. 
 
Rep. Kind (D-WI) introduced a bill to provide for coverage of 
testing for COVID-19 at no cost sharing under the Medicare 
Advantage program. 

March 13 

President Trump declared a national emergency and invoked the Stafford Act. 85 Fed. 
Reg. 15337 (Mar. 18, 2020) 
 
The President signed a Memorandum on Expanding State-Approved Diagnostic Tests 
directing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to facilitate state requests for 
flexibility to authorize laboratories to develop and perform tests used to detect 
COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) waived certain hours of service regulations for commercial drivers 
transporting emergency supplies. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice of Arrival Restrictions outlining 
the process for American citizens, legal permanent residents, and their immediate 
families who are returning home after recently visiting certain European countries, 
China, and Iran. 
 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Ajit Pai issued a Keep Americans 
Connected Pledge under which telephone and broadband providers agree that for the 
next 60 days they will: (1) not terminate service to any residential or small business 
customers because of inability to pay bills due to disruptions caused by the pandemic; 
(2) waive any late fees incurred as a result of economic circumstances related to the 
pandemic; and (3) open Wi-Fi hotspots to any American in need.  
 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6249?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=24
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6265?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=40
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6220?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=51
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6220?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=51
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6214?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=63
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/letter-president-donald-j-trump-emergency-determination-stafford-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-expanding-state-approved-diagnostic-tests/
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm1jc2EuZG90Lmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS91cy1kZXBhcnRtZW50LXRyYW5zcG9ydGF0aW9uLWlzc3Vlcy1uYXRpb25hbC1lbWVyZ2VuY3ktZGVjbGFyYXRpb24tY29tbWVyY2lhbC12ZWhpY2xlcw?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/16/2020-05578/health-and-human-services-2019-novel-coronavirus-suspension-of-entry-into-us-as-immigrants-and
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmNjLmdvdi9rZWVwLWFtZXJpY2Fucy1jb25uZWN0ZWQ?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmNjLmdvdi9rZWVwLWFtZXJpY2Fucy1jb25uZWN0ZWQ?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 6:00 PM ET 4/1/20  new updates highlighted in yellow 4 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced expanded eligibility of federal 
assistance is available under FTA’s Emergency Relief Program to help transit agencies 
respond to the coronavirus in states where the Governor has declared an emergency.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released an expanded list of EPA-
registered disinfectant products that have qualified for use against SARS-CoV-2, the 
novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 

March 14 

The President issued Proclamation 9996, Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and 
Nonimmigrants of Certain Additional Persons Who Pose a Risk of Transmitting 201 
Novel Coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
issued new temporary guidance regarding the enforcement of OSHA’s Respiratory 
Protection standard aimed at ensuring healthcare workers have full access to needed 
N95 respiratory protection in light of anticipated shortages. 

The House passed H.R. 6201, the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act 363-40, 1 present. 

March 16 

The White House released The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15 
Days to Slow the Spread.  
 
The Department of Homeland Security announced that the United Kingdom and 
Ireland will also be added to the previously announced arrival restrictions that are in 
effect for the Schengen Area, China, and Iran. 
 
The FDA updated a policy originally issued on February 29 on diagnostic testing for 
coronavirus in order to achieve more rapid testing capacity. 

The House passed H. Res. 904, technical corrections to H.R. 
6201, by unanimous consent. 
 
Rep. Jackson Lee (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide certain 
unemployment assistance for individuals impacted by 
quarantine order for a national or state public health 
emergency. 

March 17 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) took steps to expand access to 
telehealth services, including expanding Medicare coverage and waiving potential 
HIPAA penalties. 
 
The Department of Agriculture announced a collaboration with private sector entities 
to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in a limited number of rural 
schools closed due to the pandemic. 
 
The FDA took steps to help prevent disruptions in the food supply-chain by issuing a 
temporary policy for FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) supplier verification 
onsite audit requirements during the public health emergency. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a primary dealer credit facility (PDCF) to 
address illiquidity, mitigate disruptions in funding markets, support smooth market 

Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to ensure that 
facilities of the Indian Health Service, facilities operated by an 
Indian tribe, tribal organization, or inter-tribal consortium, and 
facilities operated by an urban Indian organization receive 
items from the strategic national stockpile and qualified 
pandemic or epidemic products directly from HHS. 
 
Senator Jones (D-AL) introduced a bill to require private health 
insurance to rapidly cover preventative services and vaccines 
related to the coronavirus.  
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to transfer all border 
wall funding to HHS and USAID to combat coronavirus. 
 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/us-department-transportation-announces-increased-flexibility-help-transit-agencies
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-expands-covid-19-disinfectant-list
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200314
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-03-14/temporary-enforcement-guidance-healthcare-respiratory-protection-annual-fit
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2020/roll102.xml
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/16/department-homeland-security-outlines-new-process-americans-returning-schengen-area
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-more-regulatory-relief-during-outbreak-continues-help
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/904/actions?KWICView=false
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6271?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=24
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGhzLmdvdi9hYm91dC9uZXdzLzIwMjAvMDMvMTcvc2VjcmV0YXJ5LWF6YXItYW5ub3VuY2VzLWhpc3RvcmljLWV4cGFuc2lvbi1vZi10ZWxlaGVhbHRoLWFjY2Vzcy10by1jb21iYXQtY292aWQtMTkuaHRtbA?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/17/usda-announces-feeding-program-partnership-response-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-temporary-policy-fsma-onsite-audit-requirements
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm945
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3514?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=21
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3505?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3510?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=22
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functioning and help facilitate the availability of credit to American workers and 
businesses. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a Commercial Paper Funding Facility (CPFF) to 
provide short-term credit to American businesses.  
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) issued updated criteria on states for 
requesting disaster assistance loans for small businesses impacted by coronavirus. 
Under the revised criteria, states or territories are only required to certify that at least 
five small businesses within the state/territory have suffered substantial economic 
injury, regardless of where those businesses are located, to qualify for SBA Disaster 
Assistance. Further, disaster assistance loans will be available statewide, rather than 
only within counties identified as disaster areas by a Governor. 

Senator Baldwin (D-WI) introduced a bill to require DOD to 
make coronavirus testing available to all members of the Armed 
Forces deployed to an area in which US Central Command has 
responsibility. 
 
Senators Markey (D-MA), Blumenthal (D-CT), Whitehouse (D-
RI), and Baldwin (D-WI) wrote to Senate leadership and 
Appropriations Committee leadership urging including 
consumer and labor protections in any emergency spending 
package to help the airline and cruise industries. 

March 18 

President Trump signed an Executive Order on Prioritizing and Allocating Health and 
Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of Covid-19. 
 
President Trump invoked the Defense Production Act to address medical equipment 
shortages. The Act, passed in 1950, is designed for use during war and allows the 
President to expedite and expand the supply of resources for homeland security, 
energy, or military purposes. 
 
The Administration requested an additional $45.8 billion in FY20 supplemental funding 
to address the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
The White House announced a partnership with the Ad Council, major media 
networks, and digital platforms to effectively communicate accurate and timely 
information directly to the American people. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) suspended home 
foreclosures and evictions through the end of April. 
 
The Department of Labor announced the availability of up to $100 million for 
Dislocated Worker Grants (DWGs) to help address the workforce-related impacts of 
the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor’s Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) 
issued a National Interest Exemption memorandum to facilitate response efforts. 
OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver from some of the 
requirements of the laws administered by the agency. 

The Senate passed H.R. 6201, the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act 90-8. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to require the 
President to designate an employee of the NSC to be 
responsible for pandemic prevention and response. 
 
Senator Shaheen (D-NH) introduced a bill to allow a tax credit 
for certain coronavirus-related charitable contributions for 
taxable year 2020. 
 
Senator Reed (D-RI) introduced a bill to restrict the authority of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase or guarantee assets in 
response to the coronavirus disease. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) introduced a bill to increase the 
availability of nursing facilities to access to telehealth services 
and obtain technologies to allow virtual visits during the 
coronavirus public health emergency. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm944
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-updates-criteria-states-requesting-disaster-assistance-loans-small-businesses-impacted
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3507?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=41
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-prioritizing-allocating-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-prioritizing-allocating-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-partnership-ad-council-major-media-networks-digital-platforms-covid-19-messages/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_042
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200318
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/ofccp/ofccp20200318
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OFCCP/National-Interest-Exemption-Memo-Coronavirus-Relief-Efforts.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00076
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3530?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3525?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3526?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=28
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=42
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In view of the special circumstances in the national interest presented by the novel 
coronavirus outbreak, OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month exemption and waiver 
from some of the requirements of the laws administered by the agency.  
The FDA issued guidance on conducting clinical trials during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility 
(MMLF) to provide liquidity to the financial system, smooth functioning of money 
markets, support the flow of credit to Americans, and help stabilize the broader 
financial system. 

March 19 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued guidelines defining critical 
workers who should maintain normal working schedules during the pandemic.  
 
The State Department issued a Level 4 travel advisory warning Americans against 
traveling abroad and encouraging Americans already overseas to shelter in place. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) announced it will fill the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
(SPR) to its maximum capacity by purchasing 77 million barrels of American-made 
crude oil and announced a solicitation for the purchase of an initial 30 million barrels 
to begin filling the SPR. Solicitations for additional purchases will follow. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) introduced S. 
3548, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, a third phase of coronavirus response legislation. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to amend the Stafford 
Act to provide assistance to individuals affected by a pandemic. 
 
Senator Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to waive limitations on 
expansion of facility capacity under rural provider and hospital 
exception to ownership or investment prohibition during 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Tipton (R-CO) introduced a bill to require data-sharing 
regarding protecting the homeless from coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Zeldin (R-NY) introduced a bill to require issuance of 
guidance by the US Interagency Council on Homelessness 
regarding protecting the homeless for coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Budd (R-NC) introduced a bill to require public housing 
agencies to inform residents of a public housing project tests 
positive for coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Stivers (R-OH) introduced a bill to require HUD to issue 
guidance regarding protecting the homeless who reside in 
certain federally assisted properties from the coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Pocan (D-WI) introduced a bill to require DOD to make 
testing for coronavirus available to all members of the Armed 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-guidance-conducting-clinical-trials
https://home.treasury.gov/news/secretary-statements-remarks/statement-from-secretary-steven-t-mnuchin-on-the-establishment-of-the-money-market-mutual-fund-liquidity-facility
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-4-health-advisory-issue.html
https://www.energy.gov/articles/department-energy-executes-direction-president-trump-announces-solicitation-purchase-crude
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=5eXH0qSKdBRphS6WO4YlQwwSTi8wtQOqejFjZKiddbCzZ5Bbl4XDYSj%2BGvK0rDOJCbIl5K7kTc0SnnTresgaENFEWCLehuHYn6u6xviOUjZVffVvEfTTbY30DZ0hyxS%2F&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spr.doe.gov%2Fdoeec%2FOilPurchase.htm&I=20200319131245.0000063491a3%40mail6-43-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlNzM2ZjJjYzg1ZWFiNTE5ZTcyYjExMzs%3D&S=WlgfaVyOLgC1sbO7ZjulCC_uD1G8FnsRLVaQn_o9l98
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3534?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3547?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=39
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6294?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6293?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=30
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6297?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=34
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6295?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=36
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6310?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=37
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Forces deployed to an area in which the US Central Command 
has responsibility.  

March 20 

The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) extended until July 15 
the deadline to both file and pay 2019 taxes and estimated tax payments for tax year 
2020 that are due on April 15. 
 
The Department of Education suspended federal student loan payments and waived 
interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with federally held student 
loans will automatically have their interest rates set to 0% for a period of at least 60 
days. In addition, each of these borrowers will have the option to suspend their 
payments for at least two months to allow them greater flexibility during the national 
emergency. 
 
The Department of Education announced students impacted by school closures due to 
the pandemic can bypass standardized testing for the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
The FDA issued a new policy that allows manufacturers of certain FDA-cleared non-
invasive, vital sign-measuring devices to expand their use so that health care providers 
can use them to monitor patients remotely. The devices include those that measure 
body temperature, respiratory rate, heart rate and blood pressure. 
 
The FDA issued two guidance documents to communicate its policy for the temporary 
manufacture of certain alcohol-based hand sanitizer products. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) temporarily suspended premium 
processing for I-129 and I-140 petitions. USCIS will also accept all benefit forms and 
documents with reproduced original signatures, including the Form I-129, Petition for 
Nonimmigrant Worker, for submissions dated March 21, 2020, and beyond. 
 
HHS announced that the CDC will provide $80 million in funding to tribes, tribal 
organizations, and Urban Indian Organizations to support coronavirus response 
efforts. 
 
The HHS Office for Civil Rights (OCR) issued guidance on telehealth remote 
communications following its Notification of Enforcement Discretion during the public 
health emergency. 
 

Senator Romney (R-UT) introduced a bill to provide for deferral 
of loan repayment for graduates during the period of the 
coronavirus.  
 
Senator Rounds (R-SD) introduced a bill to require the Secretary 
of Agriculture to provide payments to cattle producers to offset 
losses due to coronavirus.  

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/delivering-president-trumps-promise-secretary-devos-suspends-federal-student-loan-payments-waives-interest-during-national-emergency
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/helping-students-adversely-affected-school-closures-secretary-devos-announces-broad-flexibilities-states-cancel-testing-during-national-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-allows-expanded-use-devices-monitor-patients-vital-signs-remotely
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-guidance-production-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-help-boost
https://www.uscis.gov/working-united-states/temporary-workers/uscis-announces-temporary-suspension-premium-processing-all-i-129-and-i-140-petitions-due-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/20/hhs-announces-upcoming-action-to-provide-funding-to-tribes-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/20/ocr-issues-guidance-on-telehealth-remote-communications-following-its-notification-of-enforcement-discretion.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3556?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3552?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=31
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In a memorandum to the Secretary of the Treasury scheduled to be published in the 
Federal Register on March 25, the President delegated authority to the Secretary for 
use of the Exchange Stabilization Fund in an aggregate amount of up to $50 billion. 

March 21 
HHS announced additional funding under its Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority (BARDA) to support a clinical trial to evaluate Kevzara as a 
potential treatment for severely ill COVID-19 patients. 

 

March 22 

The President signed a Memorandum on Providing Federal Support for Governors’ Use 
of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-19. FEMA and DHS will fund 100% of 
emergency assistance activities in California, New York, and Washington. The 
President also approved disaster declarations for all three states. 
 
The Department of Justice announced its first enforcement action against COVID-19 
fraud. 

A Senate procedural vote to advance H.R. 748, the legislative 
vehicle for S. 3548, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, failed 47-47 (60 vote threshold). 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to modify nutrition 
programs to address the coronavirus disease. 
 
Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a bill to prohibit depository 
institutions from assessing overdraft and non-sufficient fund 
fees during the coronavirus crisis and other disasters. 

March 23 

The White House announced the launch of the COVID-19 High Performance 
Computing Consortium to provide researchers worldwide with access to high 
performance computing resources to advance the pace of scientific discovery to stop 
the spread of coronavirus. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order on Preventing Hoarding of Health and 
Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of COVID-19, delegating to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services authority to prevent hoarding of certain resources and 
to implement any restrictions on hoarding. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced an enhanced 
inspection process for healthcare facilities to assess whether or not they are prepared 
to meet CMS expectations for preventing the spread of COVID-19. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced existing SBA disaster loan 
payments will be deferred through the end of 2020. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved an additional 11 
state Medicaid waiver requests to provide flexibility to focus resources on combatting 
coronavirus. 13 such waivers have been approved. 
 

A second Senate procedural vote to advance H.R. 748, the 
legislative vehicle for S. 3548, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, failed 49-46 (60 vote threshold). 
 
House Democrats introduced their own third phase of 
coronavirus response legislation, H.R. 6379, the Take 
Responsibility for Workers and Families Act. 
 
Reps. Velazquez (D-NY) and Smith (R-NJ) led a bipartisan bill to 
waive fees for travelers who require evacuation assistance from 
the State Department. 
 
Rep. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced the Ensuring Affordable 
Housing Security During the Coronavirus Emergency Act to 
suspend rental payments for anyone participating in 
Department of Housing and Urban Development and 
Department of Agriculture affordable housing programs. 
 
Rep. Wexton (D-VA) introduced a bill to require federal financial 
regulators to issue interagency regulatory guidance in order to 
provide forms of relief to borrowers and customers during 
pandemics and major disasters, to continue to operate and 
provide services and lending, and to require such regulators to 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06398.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/21/hhs-funds-phase-2-3-clinical-trial-for-potential-treatment-for-covid-19.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-its-first-enforcement-action-against-covid-19-fraud
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3563?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=17
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3566?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=29
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-new-partnership-unleash-u-s-supercomputing-resources-fight-covid-19/
http://covid19-hpc-consortium.org/
http://covid19-hpc-consortium.org/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-findings-kirkland-nursing-home-and-new-targeted-plan-healthcare-facility-inspections
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/carranza-implements-automatic-deferment-existing-sba-disaster-loans-through-end-2020
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-medicaid-section-1135-waivers-11-additional-states-response-covid-19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/COVIDSUPP3_xml.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/COVIDSUPP3_xml.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/repatriationbill032320.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/NYCHASection8COVID19Billtext032320.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/NYCHASection8COVID19Billtext032320.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6378?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
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President Trump approved disaster declarations for Iowa and Louisiana to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to 
respond to the pandemic. 

conduct testing with financial institutions to assess pandemic or 
disaster preparedness. 
 
Rep. Sherman (D-CA) introduced a bill to require issuers to 
disclose risks related to global pandemics. 
 
Rep. Langevin (D-RI) introduced a bill to temporarily modify the 
John H. Chaffee Foster Care Program for Successful Transition 
to Adulthood in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Horn (D-KS) introduced a bill to ensure that facilities of the 
Indian Health Service, facilities operated by an Indian tribe, 
tribal organization, or inter-tribal consortium, and facilities 
operated by an urban Indian organization receive items from 
the strategic national stockpile or qualified pandemic or 
epidemic products directly from HHS. 
 
Rep. Espaillat (D-NY) introduced a bill to require the SBA to 
provide economic injury grants for small business concerns 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to provide relief for federal 
and private student loan borrowers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to allow a tax credit for 
certain coronavirus-related charitable contributions for taxable 
year 2020. 
 
Rep. Vargas (D-CA) introduced a bill to increase the amount 
available under the Defense Production Act to respond to the 
coronavirus epidemic. 
 
Rep. Garcia (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a moratorium on 
evictions from rental dwelling units during the public health 
emergency relating to coronavirus. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-iowa-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-louisiana-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6371?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6355?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6352?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6343?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=14
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6316?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6325?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6373?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=23
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6347?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=25
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Rep. Pressley (D-MA) introduced a bill to authorize emergency 
homeless assistance grants under the Emergency Solutions 
Grants program for response to coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Heck (D-WA) introduced a bill to provide emergency rental 
assistance under the HUD Emergency Solutions Grants program 
in response to the coronavirus public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Castro (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide support and 
flexibility to the Corporation for National and Community 
Service to respond to the coronavirus pandemic. 

March 24 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said in a Federal Register notice scheduled 
to be published on March 25 that it has tentatively decided to extend through October 
24 the coronavirus-related limited waiver of the minimum slot usage requirement at 
JFK, LGA, and DCA airports. The notice also states the FAA has tentatively decided to 
extend through October 24 its coronavirus-related policy for prioritizing flights 
canceled at designated International Air Transport Association (IATA) Level 2 airports 
in the US (ORD, EWR, LAX, SFO). Both policies were originally set to expire on May 31. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) awarded $100 million to over 1,300 health centers with funding 
provided by the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act. 
 
HHS announced $250 million in grants from the Administration for Community Living 
(ACL) to help communities provide meals for older adults as the result of additional 
funding provided by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) provided instructions to manufacturers to 
increase US supplies of personal protective equipment (PPE) and devices. 
 
The FDA announced it will temporarily not enforce certain requirements to facilitate 
more opportunities for veterinarians to utilize telemedicine during the pandemic.  

Rep. Green (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide assistance for fair 
housing enforcement activities associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide community-
based nonprofit feeding and anti-hunger groups with funding to 
partner with small and mid-sized restaurants to expand meal 
access and delivery for low-income and vulnerable populations 
during a pandemic or public health emergency. 
 
Senator Grassley (R-IA) introduced a bill to provide oversight for 
the care and assistance provided to businesses under the 
coronavirus relief package. 

March 25 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Texas and Florida to make funding 
available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to 
the pandemic. 
 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) announced that they reached an 
agreement on the CARES Act, the third phase of coronavirus 
response legislation. It passed 96-0. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6362?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=35
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6314?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=38
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6315?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=44
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06316.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-awards-100-million-to-health-centers-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-announces-grants-to-provide-meals-for-older-adults.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-increase-us-supplies-through-instructions-ppe-and
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-helps-facilitate-veterinary-telemedicine-during-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6382?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6384?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3578?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=19
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-texas-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-florida-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748eas.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00080
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In accordance with the President’s recent Executive Order to prevent hoarding of 
health and medical resources, Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar 
announced a list of certain supplies subject to hoarding prevention measures. 
 
The Department of Defense established a joint task force to address requests for 
medical and personal protective equipment from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Departments of Health and Human Services and Homeland Security, and 
others. 

Senators Klobuchar (D-MN), Blumenthal (D-CT), Hirono (D-HI), 
and Cortez Masto (D-NV) introduced the Disaster and 
Emergency Pricing Abuse Prevention Act aimed at preventing 
the sale of essential goods and services at excessive prices 
during, or in anticipation of a natural disaster, pandemic, or 
state of emergency. 
 
Senator Jones (D-AL) introduced a bill to place a moratorium on 
evictions during the coronavirus emergency. 

March 26 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for New Jersey, Illinois, Missouri, and 
Maryland to make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security announced the deadline to obtain a REAL ID 
will be extended from October 1, 2020 to October 1, 2021 to account for the fact that 
many states have closed DMVs. 
 
The Department of Labor announced additional guidance to provide information to 
workers and employers about how each will be able to take advantage of protections 
and relief offered by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
The Department of Agriculture announced waivers to create flexibilities for children, 
seniors, and individuals with disabilities to get food during the national emergency. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced additional flexibilities to 
increase the availability of disinfectant products for use against coronavirus. 
 
The EPA announced a temporary enforcement discretion policy for civil violations 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration issued guidance to provide restaurants and food 
manufacturers with flexibility regarding nutrition labeling to sell certain packaged 
foods during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of State authorized consular offices to expand the categories of H-2 
visa applicants who applications can be adjudicated without an in-person interview. 
 

Rep. Biggs (R-AZ) introduced a bill to provide tax and regulatory 
relief and health care flexibility to individuals and businesses 
affected by the 2020 coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Rep. Steube (R-FL) introduced a bill to develop and carry out a 
strategy to seek reimbursement from China of funds made 
available by the US government to address coronavirus.  

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/25/hhs-implements-president-trumps-hoarding-prevention-executive-order.html
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2124528/dod-establishes-task-force-to-meet-us-medical-equipment-needs/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/3/klobuchar-blumenthal-hirono-cortez-masto-introduce-bill-to-prohibit-price-gouging-during-crises
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3585?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=13
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-new-jersey-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-illinois-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-missouri-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-marylands-disaster-declaration/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/26/acting-secretary-chad-wolf-statement-real-id-enforcement-deadline
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200326
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/26/usda-makes-it-easier-feed-kids-and-those-who-need-food-during-covid
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-efforts-help-increase-availability-disinfectant-products-use-against
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-enforcement-discretion-policy-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-temporary-policy-regarding-nutrition-labeling-certain-packaged-food-during-covid?utm_campaign=Recently%20Posted%20Guidance%20Documents%203%2F27%2F2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/important-announcement-on-h2-visas.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6396?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6405?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=43
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Secretary of State Pompeo announced that the Department of State will provide $274 
million in emergency health and humanitarian funding to 64 of the world’s most at-
risk countries to better combat the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) extended the Rural Health Care 
Program application window to June 30. 
 
The FCC granted temporary spectrum access to serve Puerto Rico and the US Virgin 
Islands during the pandemic. 

March 27 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum directing the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to use authority available under the Defense Production Act to 
require General Motors to accept, perform, and prioritize federal contracts for 
ventilators. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order on Delegating Additional Authority Under 
the Defense Production Act with Respect to Health and Medical Resources to Respond 
to the Spread of COVID-19. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order to Order the Selected Reserve and Certain 
Members of the Individual Ready Reserve of the Armed Forces to Active Duty. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Puerto Rico and South Carolina to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits 
to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved Wyoming’s state 
Medicaid waiver request to provide additional flexibility to care for Medicaid 
beneficiaries during the public health emergency. It is the 34th approved request. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) to allow for the emergency use in health care settings of certain ventilators and 
other equipment that can be modified for use as a ventilator. 
 
The FDA issued an EUA for a coronavirus test. 
 
The FDA issued updated guidance on conduct of clinical trials of medical products 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

The House passed the CARES Act by voice vote and the 
President signed it into law. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) and 16 other Senate Democrats 
wrote a letter to Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Chairman 
Simons urging the FTC to use the full extent of its authority to 
prevent abusive price gouging on consumer health products. 
 
Rep. Steil (R-WI) introduced a bill to rescind the appropriations 
made to the Kennedy Center in the CARES Act. 

https://www.state.gov/u-s-foreign-assistance-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363336A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363334A1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-order-defense-production-act-regarding-general-motors-company/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-delegating-additional-authority-dpa-respect-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-order-selected-reserve-certain-members-individual-ready-reserve-armed-forces-active-duty/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-puerto-rico-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-south-carolina-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-approves-34th-state-request-medicaid-emergency-waivers
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-help-increase-us-supply-ventilators-and-respirators
https://www.fda.gov/media/136522/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136238/download?utm_campaign=FDA%20Updates%20Guidance%20with%20an%20Appendix%20Adding%20Questions%20and%20Answers%20on%20Conduct%20of%20Clinical%20Trials&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748eas.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-93/
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/1/1/114a671c-446c-4d89-89d2-a6a138e52fdc/D0CBBF2D657990AB0AA905FF3D11525A.2020.03.27-letter-to-ftc-re-pricegouging.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced steps to protect the nation’s 
gasoline supply in response to the pandemic.  
 
EPA Administrator Wheeler sent a letter to governors urging them to ensure that 
drinking water and wastewater employees are considered essential workers by state 
authorities when enacting restrictions such as shelter in place orders to curb the 
pandemic. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released its COVID-19 Response Plan. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) temporarily waived access arbitrage 
rules to ensure continued access to major conference calling services. 
 
The FCC granted temporary spectrum access to 33 internet service providers to help 
serve rural communities facing an increase in broadband needs during the pandemic. 

March 28 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal Support for 
Governor’s Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-19 in Florida, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, and New Jersey. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Colorado, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Massachusetts, and Guam to make funding available to state, tribal, and local 
governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a Domestic Travel 
Advisory for New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut urging residents of those states 
to refrain from non-essential domestic travel for 14 days. The Advisory does not apply 
to essential employees.  
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA) released updated guidance on critical infrastructure workers. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released new guidance on 
expanding the Accelerated and Advance Payment Program to a broader group of 
Medicare Part A providers and Part B suppliers for the duration of the public health 
emergency in accordance with the CARES Act. 

The Massachusetts delegation wrote a letter to Secretary of 
State Pompeo and Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Wolf 
urging the Administration to continue to process and prioritize 
J-1 and H-1B visas for medical providers. 

March 29 
President Trump announced the Administration will extend nationwide social 
distancing guidelines, set to expire on March 30, through April 30. 
 

 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-steps-protect-availability-gasoline-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/wheeler_gov_covid-19_ow_3-27.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/docs/VHA_COVID_19_03232020_vF_1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363359A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363358A1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-colorado-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-kentucky-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-michigans-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-massachusetts-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-guam-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s038-travel-advisory.html
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce#download
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/Accelerated-and-Advanced-Payments-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/letter-to-state-re-medical-visa-processing
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The first planeload of medical supplies delivered under Project Airbridge arrived in 
New York City from China. Project Airbridge is a public-private partnership that will 
support expedited arrival of medical supplies by plane, rather than ships, over the next 
30 days. The first plane was funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for the District of Columbia, Georgia, 
Oregon, and Connecticut to make funding available to state, tribal, and local 
governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
Vice President Pence wrote a letter to hospital administrators requesting that all 
hospitals provide certain information related to the pandemic to the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) for hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine. HHS accepted donations of 30 million 
doses of hydroxychloroquine sulfate and one million doses of chloroquine phosphate 
to the Strategic National Stockpile. 
 
The FDA issued a revised EUA to allow large-scale use of a system to decontaminate 
used N95 respirators during the pandemic. 
 
The FDA issued guidance outlining an enforcement policy to help expand availability 
and capability of sterilizers, disinfectant devices, and air purifiers.  

March 30 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal Support for 
Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-19 in Connecticut, Illinois, 
and Michigan. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Kansas and Alabama, Rhode 
Island, and Pennsylvania to make funding available to state, tribal, and local 
governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Council of the Inspectors General announced that Acting Department of Defense 
Inspector General Glenn Fine will serve as the Chair of the Pandemic Response 
Accountability Committee (PRAC) pursuant to the CARES Act to oversee federal funds 
used for coronavirus response.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) will support non-clinical 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman 
Barrasso (R-WY) and Ranking Member Carper (D-DE) and House 
Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Walden (R-
OR) wrote a letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
requesting the agency use its authority to temporarily defer 
collection of fees and charges from NRC licensees.  
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) and other Senate Democrats 
introduced a resolution to express the sense of Congress 
regarding the need for a nationwide moratorium on electric and 
natural gas utility disconnections during the pandemic. 
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA), Ranking 
Member Wyden (D-OR), and other Committee members wrote  
letter to US Trade Representative Lighthizer requesting a delay 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-district-columbia-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-georgia-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-oregon-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-connecticut-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-letter-vice-president-hospital-administrators/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/29/hhs-accepts-donations-of-medicine-to-strategic-national-stockpile-as-possible-treatments-for-covid-19-patients.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/30/secretary-azar-statement-on-fda-authorization-of-mask-sterilization-procedure.html
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-sterilizers-disinfectant-devices-and-air-purifiers-during-coronavirus-disease
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-kansas-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-alabama-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-rhode-island-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-rhode-island-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-pennsylvania-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.ignet.gov/sites/default/files/files/PRAC-press-release.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/30/hhs-accelerates-clinical-trials-prepares-manufacturing-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/committee-leaders-call-on-nrc-to-defer-fee-payments-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/nationwide-energy-moratorium-resolution
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03-30%20CEG%2C%20RW%2C%20et%20al%20to%20USTR%20%28USMCA%20Entry%20Into%20Force%20Date%29.pdf
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studies and a Phase 1 clinical trial of a COVID-19 vaccine. The clinical trial is set to 
begin no later than fall 2020 with the goal of making the vaccine available for 
emergency use in early 2021. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) issued temporary waivers and new 
rules to provide the healthcare system with additional flexibility to respond to the 
coronavirus. The actions fall into four categories: increasing hospital capacity, 
expanding the healthcare workforce, reducing paperwork, and further promoting 
telehealth in Medicare. 

• Increasing hospital capacity: allow communities to take advantage of local 
ambulatory surgery centers that have canceled elective surgeries; temporarily 
permit non-hospital buildings and spaces to be used for patient care and 
quarantine sites; allow hospitals, labs, and other entities to perform tests for 
COVID-19 outside of hospitals; allow hospital emergency departments to test 
and screen patients at drive-through and off-campus test sites; allow 
ambulances to transport patients to a wider range of locations; allow 
physician-owned hospitals to temporarily increase the number of licensed 
beds, operating rooms, and procedure rooms; allow hospitals to bill for 
services outside their four walls;  

• Expanding the healthcare workforce: allow hospitals and healthcare systems 
to increase workforce capacity by removing barriers for hire; allow hospitals 
to use other practioners (i.e., physician associates and nurse practioners) to 
the fullest extent possible; allow certified registered nurse anesthetists to 
operate without supervision of a physician; allow hospitals to provide benefits 
and support to medical staffs (i.e., meals and laundry service); allow 
healthcare providers to enroll in Medicare temporarily;  

• Reducing paperwork: temporarily eliminate certain paperwork requirements; 
cover respiratory-related devices and equipment for any medical reason 
under Medicare; waive requirement for hospitals to have written policies on 
processes and visitation of patients who are in COVID-19 isolation; provide 
temporary relief from many audit and reporting requirements;  

• Expanding telehealth in Medicare: allow for more than 80 additional services 
to be furnished via telehealth; allow providers to bill for telehealth visits at 
the same rate as in-person visits; allow telehealth to fulfill many face-to-face 
visit requirements for clinicians to see patients in inpatient rehabilitation 
facilities, hospice, and home health; make clear that clinicians can provide 
remote patient monitoring services to patients with acute and chronic 
conditions and can be provided for patients with only one disease; allow 

to the proposed June 1 entry into force of the US-Mexico-
Canada trade agreement (USMCA). The Senators expressed 
concern that businesses, under pressure from the pandemic, 
may not have the information or capacity to comply with new 
rules at this time. 
 
A group of Senate Republicans wrote a letter to Interior 
Secretary Bernhardt asking him to suspend, reduce, or delay 
federal royalty payments for oil, gas, and coal to the Treasury. 
 
Senators Barrasso (R-WY) and Bennet (D-CO) and Reps. Roe (R-
TN) and Schrier (D-WA) led a letter signed by 122 members of 
Congress to Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar 
calling on the Department to use funding provided by the 
CARES Act to sustain rural health providers.  
 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Nadler (D-NY) and Rep. 
Bass (D-CA) wrote a letter to Attorney General Barr urging the 
Department of Justice to use authority granted under the 
CARES Act to protect vulnerable prisoners. 
 
House Financial Services Committee Ranking Member Patrick 
McHenry (R-NC) wrote a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
and Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Chairman 
Clayton urging them to ensure emergency relief and economic 
recovery benefits all Americans, including gig workers. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-makes-sweeping-regulatory-changes-help-us-healthcare-system-address-covid-19
https://www.barrasso.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/64a5d726-e04a-4a5f-92d8-4ddada71bb62/final-rural-hospital-3.30.20.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/uploadedfiles/3.30.20_letter_to_ag_barr_re_covid19.pdf
https://republicans-financialservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2020-03-30_pmc_letter_to_sm_and_jc.pdf
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physicians to supervise clinical staff using virtual technologies when 
appropriate. 

 
The Treasury Department issued guidance for airlines and related eligible businesses 
to apply for $58 billion in grants and loans authorized by the CARES Act. Guidelines 
and application procedures for air carriers and contractors to seek payroll support is 
available here. Procedures and minimum requirements for loans to air carriers and 
other eligible businesses is available here. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) published a Safety Alert for Operators 
(SAFO) pertaining to temporary parking of overflow aircraft. The SAFO notes that 
runways that have already been permanently closed or abandoned can be made 
available for overflow parking, as long as the aircraft meets the standards. 
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published on March 31, the FAA 
announced that pilots and flight engineers will be able to fly with expired medical 
certificates through June 30 due to extraordinary circumstances. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced additional flexibility for 
applicants and petitioners to respond to USCIS Requests for Evidences (RFE) and 
Notices of Intent to Deny (NOID). 
 
USCIS announced it will reuse previously submitted biometrics to process Form I-765, 
Application for Employment Authorization, extension requests while Application 
Support Centers (ASCs) are closed during the pandemic. 
 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Pai circulated an Order for a 
vote to stand up a $100 million Connected Care Pilot Program plus an emergency $200 
million COVID-19 Telehealth Program appropriated in the CARES Act. 
 
The FCC announced steps to help ensure that no current Lifeline subscribers are 
involuntarily removed from the program during the pandemic by waiving several rules 
that could otherwise result in de-enrollment.  
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that direct payments to Americans 
under the CARES Act will begin in the next three weeks and will be distributed 
automatically, with no action required for most people. Some seniors and others who 
typically do not file returns will need to submit a simple tax return to receive the 
payment. More details will be announced. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm960
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Guidelines%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Payroll%20Support%20to%20Air%20Carriers%20and%20Contractors.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Procedures%20and%20Minimum%20Requirements%20for%20Loans.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMzAuMTk0ODIxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VTQUZBQS8yMDIwLzAzLzMwL2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTQxNDIwMS9TQUZPMjAwMDUucGRmIn0.eHv47IKmmqnfF_LSRGDRzEQMtasNW2-DlE_9N55Gg7w/br/76784573314-l
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06784.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-expands-flexibility-responding-uscis-requests
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-continue-processing-applications-employment-authorization-extension-requests-despite-application-support-center-closures
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363381A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363379A1.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus
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The Army Corps of Engineers is evaluating sites as possible alternate care facilities. 

March 31 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Ohio and Montana to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to 
respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) announced they 
are mobilizing banks and other lending institutions to provide small businesses with 
needed capital through the $349 billion Paycheck Protection Program established by 
the CARES Act. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it is delaying tax and reporting due dates for 
alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and ammunitions businesses. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT)  issued a show cause order proposing that air 
carriers receiving financial assistance under the CARES Act maintain minimum air 
services on a nationwide basis, with some exceptions, to ensure that covered air 
carriers maintain a defined schedule of flights to communities they served prior to 
March 1. The proposed order applies to air carriers offering scheduled passenger 
service and all-cargo carriers, though at this time, DOT does not propose to require 
service obligations of all-cargo carriers. It does not cover charter or air taxi operations. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance for industry on Notifying FDA 
of Permanent Discontinuance or Interruption in Manufacturing Under Section 506C of 
the FD&C Act amid supply chain disruptions and product shortages attributable to the 
pandemic. 
 
The FDA announced a new Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program (CTAP) to 
expedite the development of potentially safe and effective life-saving treatments. 
 
US Surgeon General Jerome Adams and Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir 
wrote an open letter to hospitals on optimizing ventilator use during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) secured the votes necessary to 
advance Chairman Pai’s proposed COVID-19 Telehealth Program to distribute $200 
million provided by the CARES Act. 
 
The FCC approved a waiver to allow competitive eligible telecommunications carriers 
(ETCs) to focus Universal Service Funds for communities hardest hit by the pandemic. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Rep. Khanna (D-CA) 
sent a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Small Business 
Administrator Carranza urging the Administration to consider 
startups in their regulatory guidance when implementing the 
CARES Act. 
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) published 
answers to frequently asked questions on the employee 
retention credit established by the CARES Act. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) and several other Senate Democrats 
sent a letter to 11 airlines urging them to issue full cash refunds 
to customers who cancel flights, as well as Americans stranded 
abroad, during the COVID-19 crisis. 

https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2131073/corps-of-engineers-teams-evaluate-sites-as-possible-alternate-care-facilities/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-ohio-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-montana-disaster-declaration-4/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm961
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm963
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/continuation-certain-air-service
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Releases%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%20on%20Notifying%20the%20Agency%20of%20Permanent%20Discontinuance&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=12423&elqTrackId=088CD2341D006FC63623339FF766AF2D&elq=e8fb1996a08f407ab1a324083a751760&elqaid=11881&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Releases%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%20on%20Notifying%20the%20Agency%20of%20Permanent%20Discontinuance&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=12423&elqTrackId=088CD2341D006FC63623339FF766AF2D&elq=e8fb1996a08f407ab1a324083a751760&elqaid=11881&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Releases%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%20on%20Notifying%20the%20Agency%20of%20Permanent%20Discontinuance&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=12423&elqTrackId=088CD2341D006FC63623339FF766AF2D&elq=e8fb1996a08f407ab1a324083a751760&elqaid=11881&elqat=1
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-accelerate-development-novel-therapies-covid-19?utm_campaign=FDA%20Creates%20Coronavirus%20Treatment%20Acceleration%20Program%20%28CTAP%29&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/optimizing-ventilator-use-during-covid19-pandemic.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363381A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363423A1.pdf
https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/Speaker%20Pelosi%20and%20Rep.%20Khanna%20Letter%203.31.2020%5B1%5D.pdf
https://medium.com/@ChuckGrassley/cares-act-employee-retention-credit-faq-712e8d1e6e39
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Airline%20Cash%20Refunds%20for%20Coronavirus%20Cancellations.pdf
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The Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) issued an Order to identify operational 
solutions to cargo delivery system challenges related to COVID-19. 

April 1 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for North Dakota and Hawaii to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to 
respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Education proposed new rules to govern distance learning for 
higher education students. 

House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Thompson (D-
MS) said he will introduce legislation to establish an 
independent, bipartisan, Congressionally-chartered commission 
to evaluate and report on the nation’s preparedness and 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to provide $25 billion to 
the Postal Service Fund amidst the pandemic. 
 
Rep. Rose (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a program to 
provide low-interest loans to health care organizations to assist 
with anticipated revenue loss or higher operating costs as a 
result of COVID-19.  
 
Rep. Lawson (D-FL) introduced a bill to provide for a temporary 
debt collection moratorium.  
 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Ranking 
Member Carper (D-DE) and other Senate Democrats sent a 
letter to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) raising 
concerns about the agency’s response to the pandemic. 
 
14 House Committee chairs wrote a letter to Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) Acting Director Russell Vought 
requesting an immediate extension of public comment periods, 
hearings, and meetings during the pandemic and that OMB 
direct agencies to extend public comment periods by at least 45 
days beyond the end of the declared national emergency.  

https://www2.fmc.gov/readingroom/docs/FFno29/FF29_Order.pdf/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-north-dakota-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-hawaii-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-public-health-emergency-underscores-need-department-educations-proposed-distance-learning-rules
https://homeland.house.gov/news/legislation/chairman-thompson-and-committee-democrats-to-introduce-coronavirus-commission-legislation
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-joe-neguse-introduces-legislation-to-protect-front-line-postal-workers-and-ensure-on-time-mail-delivery-during-coronavirus-
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6425?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://maxrose.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2584
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6426?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6423?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2816-7741

