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Date Administration Action Congressional Action 

September 24 

 The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Committee will hold a hearing on “The Quarterly CARES 
Act Report to Congress.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Innovation 
and Workforce Development will hold a hearing entitled, 
“Paycheck Protection Program: An Examination of Loan 
Forgiveness, SBA Legacy Systems, and Inaccurate Data.” 

September 23 

 The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee will hold a hearing called “COVID-19: An 
Update on the Federal Response.”  
 
The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Intellectual 
Property will hold a hearing on “Examining Threats to 
American Intellectual Property: Cyber-Attacks and 
Counterfeits During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Committee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis will hold a hearing with Federal 
Reserve Chairman Powell. 
 
The House Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration and 
Citizenship will hold a hearing on “Immigrants as Essential 
Workers During COVID-19.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee 
will hold a hearing entitled, “Health Care Lifeline: The 
Affordable Care Act and the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

September 22 

 The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee will hold a hearing on “State and Local 
Cybersecurity: Defending Our Communities from Cyber 
Threats Amid COVID-19.” 
 
The Joint Economic Committee will hold a hearing on 
“The Impact of America’s Failure to Contain the 
Coronavirus.” 
 

https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/09/14/2020/the-quarterly-cares-act-report-to-congress
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3431
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-an-update-on-the-federal-response
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-threats-to-american-intellectual-property-cyber-attacks-and-counterfeits-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/fed-chair-powell-testify-coronavirus-panel-economic-response-pandemic
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3351
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-health-care-lifeline-the-affordable-care-act-and-the-covid-19
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/fso/hearings/state-and-local-cybersecurity-defending-our-communities-from-cyber-threats-amid-covid-19
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?ID=C6782036-542F-4A61-B04A-E2BE1F3351CB
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The House Financial Services Committee will hold a 
hearing on “Oversight of the Treasury Department’s and 
Federal Reserve’s Pandemic Response.” 

September 18 

 The House Science, Space, and Technology 
Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics will hold a 
hearing on “Cybersecurity at NASA: Ongoing Challenges 
and Emerging Issues for Increased Telework During 
COVID-19.” 

September 17 

 The House Financial Services Subcommittee on Investor 
Protection, Entrepreneurship, and Capital Markets held a 
hearing on “Insider Trading and Stock Option Grants: An 
Examination of Corporate Integrity in the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 

September 16 

Seemingly referring to additional COVID relief legislation, President Trump 
tweeted, “Go for the much higher numbers, Republicans, it all comes back 
to the USA anyway (one way or another).” In response, Speaker Pelosi 
(D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) said, “we are 
encouraged that after months of the Senate Republicans insisting on 
shortchanging the massive needs of the American people, President 
Trump Is now calling on Republicans to ‘go for the much higher numbers’ 
in the next coronavirus relief package.” They added they “look forward to 
hearing from the President’s negotiators that they will finally meet us 
halfway with a bill that is equal to the massive health and economic crises 
gripping our nation.” 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) published revisions and clarifications to 
the April 1 temporary rule implementing public health emergency leave 
under Title I of the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) and emergency 
paid sick leave to assist families facing emergencies arising form COVID-
19. The revisions are in response to a court decision finding portions of 
the rule invalid. 
 
The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense 
(DOD) released a Strategy for Distributing a COVID-19 Vaccine and a 
COVID-19 Vaccination Program Interim Playbook for Jurisdiction 
Operations. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a $12 million award for 
outreach and engagement efforts in ethnic and racial minority 
communities disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies held a hearing to review coronavirus response 
efforts. 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “Prioritizing Fannie’s and Freddie’s Capital over 
America’s Homeowners and Renters? A Review of the 
Federal Housing Finance Agency’s Response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigations held a hearing on “Modernizing VA’s 
Medical Supply Chain: Lessons Learned from the 
Pandemic.” 
 
Senator Scott (R-FL) introduced a bill to establish a 
Maritime Task Force and a private sector advisory 
committee to address the health, safety, security, and 
logistical issues relating to the continuation of maritime 
travel during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Senator Scott (R-SC) introduced a bill to amend the 
CARES Act to require the uniform treatment of nationally 
recognized statistical rating organizations under certain 
programs carried out in response to COVID-19. 
 

https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406869
https://science.house.gov/hearings/cybersecurity-at-nasa-ongoing-challenges-and-emerging-issues-for-increased-telework-during-covid-19
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406868
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/91620-1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-09-16/pdf/2020-20351.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/16/trump-administration-releases-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-strategy.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/strategy-for-distributing-covid-19-vaccine.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funds-community-engagement-research-efforts-areas-hardest-hit-covid-19
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/appropriations-schedule-for-week-of-september-14-2020
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406867
https://veterans.house.gov/events/hearings/modernizing-vas-medical-supply-chain-lessons-learned-from-the-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4592?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4586?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
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Senator Peters (D-MI) introduced a bill to maintain prompt 
and reliable postal services during the COVID-19 
emergency. 

September 15 

The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it awarded three Dislocated 
Worker Grants (DWGs) totaling $11.2 million to Oklahoma, Washington, 
and Wisconsin to help address the workforce-related impacts of the 
coronavirus public health emergency. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it awarded seven 
contracts to develop digital health solutions – including apps, wearable 
devices, and software – that help address the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published comparative 
performance data for some authorized COVID-19 molecular diagnostic 
tests. 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said the House will remain in 
session until Congress reaches an agreement on another 
round of coronavirus relief legislation. In the meantime, 
the bipartisan House Problem Solvers Caucus unveiled a 
$2 trillion proposal intended “to inspire negotiators to 
return to the table.” Committee chairs issued a joint 
statement rejecting the Caucus’ proposal, saying it “falls 
short of what is needed to save lives and boost the 
economy.” 
 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) called on 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar to resign 
citing allegations of political interference in the 
Administration’s coronavirus response. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leadership wrote letters to nine pharmaceutical companies 
on their recent commitment “to developing and testing 
potential vaccines for COVID-19 in accordance with high 
ethical standards and sound scientific principles.” 
 
Rep. Olson (R-TX) introduced a bill to provide a payroll 
tax credit for best practices training expenses associated 
with protecting employees from COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Ruppersberger (D-MD) introduced a bill to authorize 
HHS to make payments to hospitals in COVID-19 hot 
spots to provide hero pay to eligible workers. 

September 14 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it awarded a 
research contract to the University of Liverpool to sequence and analyze 
samples from humans and animals to create profiles of various 
coronaviruses, including SARS-CoV-2, and to examine in vitro 
coronavirus models. 
 
A National Institutes of Health (NIH) study found that people with 
substance abuse disorders are more susceptible to COVID-19 and its 
complications.  

House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) said he hopes to 
bring a continuing resolution to the floor next week. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) requested a briefing with Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Azar “following a series of 
alarming new reports detailing ongoing efforts by Trump 
Administration political appointees to muzzle public health 
officials and interfere with scientific reports on COVID-19 
public health information.” 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4585?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200915-0
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-awards-contracts-develop-innovative-digital-health-technologies-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-publishes-comparative-performance-data-covid-19-molecular-diagnostic
https://problemsolverscaucus-gottheimer.house.gov/sites/problemsolverscaucus.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/PSC%20March%20to%20Common%20Ground%20COVID%20Framework%209.15.20.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/house-chairs-joint-statement-on-problem-solvers-caucus-coronavirus-relief
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/house-chairs-joint-statement-on-problem-solvers-caucus-coronavirus-relief
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-leaders-urge-covid-19-vaccine-developers-to-follow-through-on-safety
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200908005282/en/Biopharma-Leaders-Unite-Stand-Science
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8260?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8245?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=6
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-september-14-2020
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/substance-use-disorders-linked-covid-19-susceptibility
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.9.14.pdf
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House Energy and Commerce Committee Republican 
leadership wrote a letter to CDC Director Dr. Redfield 
asking for information on managing the response to the 
convergence of seasonal flu and the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

September 11 

The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funds to 
support entrepreneurial growth efforts in West Michigan. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
the allocation of the remaining nearly $2 billion in CARES Act relief 
funding for the Community Development Block Grant program focused on 
households facing higher risk of eviction. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued temporary guidance, 
“Resuming Normal Drug and Biologics Manufacturing Operations During 
the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.” 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced two Defense Production 
Act Title III actions to sustain and strengthen essential domestic industrial 
base capabilities and defense-critical small businesses to help retain 
critical workforce capabilities through the COVID-19 disruption. 
 
DOD announced it awarded five contracts with a maximum value of $136 
million to American businesses to manufacture up to 15 million COVID-19 
reusable isolation gowns for replenishment of the Strategic National 
Stockpile. 
 
In a Federal Register notice, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
said it will continue to exempt airlines from minimum slot usage 
requirements at JFK, LGA, and DCA through March 27 and to extend 
through December 31 its policy for prioritizing flights canceled to ORD, 
EWR, LAX, and SFO for purposes of establishing a carrier’s operational 
baseline in the initial months of the next corresponding season. 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) sent a letter to Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Azar seeking information about reports 
the agency put out a bid for a more than $250 million 
communications contract for a COVID-19 public relations 
campaign. 
 
The House Ways and Means Committee held a hearing 
on “Consequences of Inaction on COVID Tax Legislation.” 
 
The House Science, Space, and Technology 
Subcommittee on Energy held a hearing on “Biological 
Research at the Department of Energy: Leveraging DOE’s 
Unique Capabilities to Respond to the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
Rep. Houlahan (D-PA) introduced a bill to direct USAID to 
submit to Congress a report on the impact of the COVID-
19 on global basic education programs. 
 
Rep. Cardenas (D-CA) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
develop an action plan, make targeted grants, and 
develop public awareness campaigns with respect to 
COVID-19 and the disproportionate impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on racial and ethnic minorities and other 
vulnerable populations. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to improve the health of 
minority individuals during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

September 10 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it launched two of three 
adaptive Phase 3 clinical trials to evaluate varying types of blood thinners 
to treat adults for COVID-19. 
 
The Department of State hosted an Innovation Roundtable with leaders 
from the “Smart Spaces/Smart Cities” technology industry to discuss how 
the private sector can compete in developing Smart Spaces and 
transportation systems in global markets to advance COVID-19 recovery. 

The Senate voted 52-47 to consider Republicans’  
Delivering Immediate Relief to America’s Families, 
Schools, and Small Business Act, short of the 60 votes 
necessary to move forward. 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “The Need for Financial Aid to America’s States and 
Territories During the Pandemic: Supporting First 

https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/091420-Letter-to-the-CDC_final.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/11/muskegon-mi.htm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_143
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/resuming-normal-drug-and-biologics-manufacturing-operations-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2344437/dod-announces-29-million-in-defense-production-act-title-iii-covid-19-actions/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2345228/dod-awards-contracts-for-covid-19-reusable-isolation-gowns/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-20434.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.9.11.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/consequences-inaction-covid-tax-legislation
https://science.house.gov/hearings/biological-research-at-the-department-of-energy-leveraging-does-unique-capabilities-to-respond-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8220?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8203?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8200?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-activ-initiative-launches-adaptive-clinical-trials-blood-clotting-treatments-covid-19
https://www.state.gov/innovation-roundtable-smart-spaces-and-covid-19-recovery/
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Delivering%20Immediate%20Relief%20to%20America's%20Families%20Schools%20and%20Small%20Businesses.pdf
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Delivering%20Immediate%20Relief%20to%20America's%20Families%20Schools%20and%20Small%20Businesses.pdf
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406866
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced $34.2 
million in federal disaster aid has been made available to the Michigan 
department of Health and Human Services for COVID-19 response. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help New York, North Dakota, and 
Iowa small businesses respond to coronavirus. 

Responders, Assisting Schools in Their Efforts to Safely 
Educate, and Preventing Mass Layoffs.” 
 
The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe, 
Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment held a hearing on 
“Protecting Democracy During COVID-19 in Europe and 
Eurasia and the Democratic Awakening in Belarus.” 
 
The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe, 
Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment held a hearing on 
“The Importance of Transatlantic Cooperation During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Rural 
Development, Agriculture, Trade, and Entrepreneurship 
held a hearing on “Kick Starting Entrepreneurship and 
Main Street Economic Recovery.” 
 
The House Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
Indigenous Peoples of the United States held a hearing 
on “Examining the Bureau of Indian Education’s School 
Reopening Guidance During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

September 9 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
additional requirements and flexibilities for the CARES Act Emergency 
Solutions Grants Program for state and local governments. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalized revolving loan programs to help small businesses in New 
York, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Montana respond to coronavirus.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued guidance to 
authorize state-licensed pharmacists to order and administer, and state-
licensed or registered pharmacy interns acting under the supervision of 
the qualified pharmacist to administer, FDA-authorized or FDA-licensed 
COVID-19 vaccinations to persons ages 3 or older. 

Senators Warren (D-MA) and Casey (D-PA) released a 
report, “Rapidly Increasing Postal Service Delivery Delays 
for Mail-Order Prescription Drugs Pose Health Risks for 
Millions of Americans,” which found there has been a 20% 
increase in prescription drugs filled through mail-service 
pharmacies during the pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “Vaccines: Saving Lives, 
Ensuring Confidence, and Protecting Public Health.” 
 
The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Committee held a hearing on “The Status of the Federal 
Reserve Emergency Lending Facilities.” 
 
The House Science, Space, and Technology 
Subcommittee on Research and Technology held a 
hearing on “The Impact of the COVID-19 Crisis on 
University Research.” 
 

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200910/fema-provides-342-million-michigan-department-health-and-human-services
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/10/eastern-ny.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/10/nd.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/10/waterloo-ia.htm
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=3393
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_142
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/20-08cpdn.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/09/ny.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/09/ny.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/09/sturgeon-bay-wi.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/09/ames-ia.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/09/missoula-mt.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/09/trump-administration-takes-action-to-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/licensed-pharmacists-and-pharmacy-interns-regarding-covid-19-vaccines-immunity.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Warren%20Casey%20Mail%20Order%20Drug%20Staff%20Report%20Final.pdf?source=email
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/vaccines-saving-lives-ensuring-confidence-and-protecting-public-health
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/the-status-of-the-federal-reserve-emergency-lending-facilities
https://science.house.gov/hearings/the-impact-of-the-covid-19-crisis-on-university-research
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The House Oversight and Reform Select Committee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “Ensuring a Free, 
Fair, and Safe Election During the Coronavirus 
Pandemic.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee marked up 
38 bills, including H.R. 6435, the Combating Pandemic 
Scams Act, and H.R. 8121, the COVID-19 Home Safety 
Act. 
 
The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous 
Materials held a hearing on “Amtrak’s Response to 
COVID-19.” 
 
Senator Cardin (D-MD) introduced a bill to direct USAID to 
submit a report on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on global basic education programs. 
 
Senator Tillis (R-NC) introduced a bill to prohibit 
distribution abroad of COVID-19 vaccines developed with 
the support of federal funding until the domestic need for 
the vaccine has been met. 
 
Senator Leahy (D-VT) introduced a bill to specify the 
federal share of the costs of certain duty of the National 
Guard in connection with COVID-19. 
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
compile into a searchable database information relating to 
federal support for biomedical research and development 
related to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to report data on 
COVID-19 in federal, state, and local correctional facilities. 
 
Rep. Lee (D-CA) introduced the COVID Community Care 
Act to make emergency supplemental FY20 
appropriations. 

September 8 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced it will start mailing letters 
later this month to approximately 9 million Americans who typically do not 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) announced 
Republicans will introduce “a new targeted” COVID relief 
proposal and that he will take steps to hold a floor vote as 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/markups/markup-of-38-bills-full-committee-september-9-2020
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6435?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+6435%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Bills-116hr8121ih.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/amtraks-response-to-covid-19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4548?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4542?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4544?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4539?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4536?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8192?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8192?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-to-mail-special-letter-to-estimated-9-million-non-filers-urging-them-to-claim-economic-impact-payment-by-oct-15-at-irsgov
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/mcconnell-announces-senate-will-vote-on-targeted-covid-19-relief
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file federal income tax returns and who may be eligible for, but have not 
registered to claim, an Economic Impact Payment. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) reported it deactivated the FDA 
registration for 340 foreign establishments that failed to identify a US 
Agent as required by FDA regulations; 131 of those establishments list 
devices that are essential to the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
 
A Government Accountability Office (GAO) report found that the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) could better communicate with airlines to 
encourage voluntary construction inspections of aircraft galleys and 
lavatories with respect to sanitation standards. 

soon as this week. The proposal, the Delivering 
Immediate Relief to America’s Families, Schools, and 
Small Business Act, would provide liability relief, extend 
enhanced unemployment insurance (UI) through 
December 27, extend and expand the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP), forgive US Postal Service 
loans, and provide additional funding for schools, 
childcare and healthcare response, among other 
provisions. Notably, it would not extend aid to airlines and 
airports set to expire on September 30. The Senate is 
expected to vote on the bill on Thursday, but it is not likely 
to receive the 60 votes necessary to pass. In a joint 
statement, House Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate 
Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) said the bill “doesn’t 
come close to addressing the problems and is headed 
nowhere,” as well as “laden with poison pills Republicans 
know Democrats would never support.” 

September 4 

Vice President Pence held a briefing with members of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force, the Secretary of Education, and higher education 
leaders and state and local officials on campus COVID-19 considerations. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced the Main Street Lending Program is now 
fully operational and accepting submissions of eligible loans to nonprofit 
organizations. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) issued a 
statement reminding grantees who received Emergency Solutions Grants 
or Community Development Block Grant funds that they may use these 
funds to provide rental assistance or other aid to individuals experience 
financial hardship because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its COVID-19 At-A-
Glance Summary. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) reported total nonfarm payroll 
employment rose by 1.4 million in August and the unemployment rate fell 
to 8.4%. 
 
  

Rep. Wild (D-PA) introduced the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Coronavirus Relief Act. 

September 3 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $7.2 million in 
CARES Act funding to boost economic development programs to help 
Texas respond to coronavirus. 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leaders issued a statement calling on Director Dr. Redfield 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-september-8-2020
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/709181.pdf
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Delivering%20Immediate%20Relief%20to%20America's%20Families%20Schools%20and%20Small%20Businesses.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/9820
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-briefing-higher-education-leaders-state-local-officials-campus-covid-19-considerations/
https://www.bostonfed.org/news-and-events/press-releases/2020/feds-main-street-lending-program-is-now-fully-operational-for-loans-to-nonprofit-organizations.aspx?source=email
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_141
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8162?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8162?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/03/tx.htm
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-leaders-call-on-cdc-director-redfield-to-brief-congress
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The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the 
details of a $2 billion Provider Relief Fund (PRF) performance-based 
incentive payment distribution to nursing homes. 
 
The State Department announced next steps in the United States’ 
withdrawal from the World Health Organization (WHO), including scaled 
down engagement and recalling detailees. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced it selected five DOD sites 
in San Diego, San Antonio, and the National Capital Region for Phase 3 
COVID-19 vaccine trials as part of Operation Warp Speed. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending August 29, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was 881,000, a decrease of 130,000 
from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a report on 
“COVID-19 Contracting: Observations on Contractor Paid Leave 
Reimbursement Guidance and Use.” 
 
In a USA Today op-ed, Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross wrote, “the 
2020 decennial census will overcome delays caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic” and the Department will complete accurate field data collection 
by September 30 and deliver the results by December 31. 

to brief the Committee on recent CDC decisions in 
response to COVID-19. 

September 2 

Media reports indicate that the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) sent a letter to governors on August 27 announcing the 
government is contracting with McKesson to distribute a vaccine to local 
health departments and doctors. CDC Director Dr. Redfield wrote, “CDC 
urgently requests your assistance in expediting applications for these 
distribution facilities and, if necessary asks that you consider waiving 
requirements that would prevent these facilities from becoming fully 
operational by November 1, 2020.” 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its guidance on 
investigational COVID-19 convalescent plasma to provide additional 
information related to the recently issued emergency use authorization 
(EUA). 
 

 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/03/trump-administration-announces-2-billion-provider-relief-fund-nursing-home-incentive-payment-plans.html
https://www.state.gov/update-on-u-s-withdrawal-from-the-world-health-organization/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2335704/dod-sites-selected-for-phase-iii-covid-19-vaccine-trials-five-medical-treatment/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200903
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200903
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/709128.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/news/op-eds/2020/09/op-ed-commerce-secretary-wilbur-l-ross-well-deliver-complete-and-accurate
https://www.fda.gov/media/136798/download


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 9 

The FDA authorized the University of Arizona COVID-19 antibody test 
developed by UArizona Health Sciences. The test received an EUA in 
April. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it awarded nine 
contracts totaling nearly $130 million to increase national COVID-19 
testing capacity. 
 
Amtrak announced it will furlough or lay off 2,000 employees in the 
coming weeks due to slow recovery of ridership and revenue as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

September 1 

The White House released a fact sheet on an Executive Order directing 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to use its authority 
to temporarily halt evictions through the end of 2020 to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. 
 
The Office of the First Lady announced the White House will resume 
public tours on September 12 with limited hours and guests and added 
safety precautions. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan programs to help New Jersey and Wisconsin 
small businesses respond to coronavirus.  
 
The Department of Labor announced it awarded two Dislocated Worker 
Grants totaling $13.5 million to help New York and West Virginia address 
the workforce-related impacts of COVID-19. 
 
DOL announced $100 million in funding to support state efforts to combat 
fraud and recover improper payments in the Unemployment Insurance 
(UI) program, including those programs created under the CARES Act. 
DOL also issued a UI Program Letter highlighting tools and strategies to 
assist states in strengthening their anti-fraud operations. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced 
assisted living facilities may now apply for additional CARES Act funding 
under the Provider Relief Fund Phase 2 General Distribution allocation. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines 
Panel said in a statement on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
emergency use authorization (EUA) for COVID-19 convalescent plasma, 
“there are currently no data from well-controlled, adequately powered 

The House Oversight and Reform Select Committee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on the 
Administration’s response to the economic crisis during 
which Treasury Secretary Mnuchin testified. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Committee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis released a preliminary analysis of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) data finding “PPP 
helped millions of small businesses and non-profit 
organizations stay afloat during the coronavirus crisis, but 
a lack of oversight and accountability from the Treasury 
Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
may have led to billions of dollars being diverted to fraud, 
waste, and abuse.” 
 
Rep. Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) introduced a bill to direct 
HHS to conduct a study with respect to safety precautions 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in schools. 
 
Rep. Bilirakis (R-FL) introduced a bill to remove direct 
sales of drugs near expiration during the COVID019 
emergency from the calculation of certain pricing metrics 
under the Medicaid program. 

https://news.arizona.edu/press-release/fda-authorizes-use-uarizona-covid-19-antibody-test-statewide-antibody-testing-expanded
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-continues-boost-national-covid-19-testing-capacity
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-working-stop-evictions-protect-americans-homes-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-fighting-spread-covid-19-providing-assistance-renters-homeowners/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-tours-update/
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/01/nj.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/09/01/kenosha-wi.htm
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200901-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200901-0
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=8044
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/01/trump-administration-announces-provider-relief-fund-application-for-assisted-living-facilities.html
https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/statement-on-convalescent-plasma-eua/?source=email
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/VC/VC00/20200901/110975/HHRG-116-VC00-20200901-SD001.pdf
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/2020-09-01.PPP%20Interim%20Report.pdf?source=email
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8150?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8139?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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randomized clinical trials that demonstrate the efficacy and safety of 
convalescent plasma for the treatment of COVID-19.” 
 
NIH announced it launched a study to track the prevalence and impact of 
SARS-CoV-2 infection among pregnant women in low- and middle-income 
countries. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced it awarded more 
than $1.2 billion in airport safety and infrastructure grants to 405 airports, 
including $152 million in CARES Act grants.  

August 31 

Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force on COVID-19 response and best practices with a 
focus on natural disaster response during the pandemic. Administration 
officials also discussed recent developments related to antigen test 
deployment and vaccine trials, among other topics.  
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
awarded $100 million to Tribes across the nation as part of the Indian 
Community Development Block Grant Imminent Threat program to help 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $7.2 million in 
CARES Act funding to capitalize revolving loan funds to help Louisiana 
small businesses respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it will extend several 
flexibilities through as late as December 31, 2020 to allow summer meal 
programs operators to continue serving free meals to all children into the 
fall so that children have access to food as the country recovers from 
COVID-19. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a Phase 3 clinical trial 
evaluating an AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine candidate is underway and 
will enroll approximately 30,000 adult volunteers at 80 sites. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced it supported a US Agency 
for International Development (USAID) shipment of 500 ventilators to 
Indonesia. USAID also airlifted 250 ventilators to Indonesia last week and 
plans to deliver an additional 150 in September. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report on 
“COVID-19: Brief Update on Initial Federal Response to the Pandemic.” 

House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Crisis Chairman Clyburn (D-SC) released 
eight weeks of White House Coronavirus Task Force 
reports that he said contradict the Administration’s public 
statements on the severity of the outbreak. 
 
After a House Energy and Commerce Committee briefing 
with FDA Commissioner Hahn, Chairman Pallone (D-NJ) 
said in a statement there is bipartisan agreement on the 
need for a public hearing with the Commissioner in the 
coming weeks. Members raised questions during the 
briefing regarding the legal determination allowing 
laboratory developed tests for COVID-19 to come to 
market without FDA review and about the emergency use 
authorization for convalescent plasma, among other 
issues.  

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-supported-study-track-prevalence-impact-sars-cov-2-among-pregnant-women-low-middle-income-countries
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-more-12-billion-infrastructure
https://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/2020_aip_grants/media/FY20-AIP-Grants-Announced.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-083120/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_135
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/31/la.htm
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/08/31/usda-extends-free-meals-kids-through-december-31-2020
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/phase-3-clinical-testing-us-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-begins
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2330953/defense-department-aids-us-delivery-of-ventilators-to-indonesia/
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-20-708?source=email
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/select-subcommittee-releases-eight-weeks-coronavirus-task-force-reports-kept
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-eshoo-statement-following-ec-member-briefing-with-fda-commissioner


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 11 

August 29 
The President signed a Memorandum extending the use of the National 
Guard to respond to COVID-19 and facilitate economic recovery in 
Louisiana. 

 

August 28 

The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help Maine, Missouri, Maryland, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, and New Hampshire small businesses respond to 
coronavirus. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued 
guidance in accordance with the President’s recent Memorandum on 
Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations to allow employers to defer withholding 
and paying an employee’s portion of the Social Security payroll tax if the 
employee’s compensation is during any biweekly pay period generally 
less than $4,000 pre-tax. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it broadened the 
scope of the existing emergency use authorization (EUA) for remdesivir to 
include treatment of all hospitalized adult and pediatric COVID-19 
patients, irrespective of severity of disease. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a new clinical trial to 
study convalescent plasma for veterans with COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced it granted CARES 
Act service exemptions for Allegiant Air, United Airlines, and Hawaiian 
Airlines. 

In a letter to Democratic colleagues, Speaker Pelosi (D-
CA) wrote that Democrats are willing to agree to a $2.2 
trillion Phase 4 COVID relief package and said reports 
that the White House might be willing to agree to $1.3 
trillion would not meet the needs of American workers and 
families.  
 
The House Administration Committee held a hearing on 
“Voting Safely in a Pandemic.” 
 
Rep. Gonzalez (R-OH) introduced a bill to provide 
emergency appropriations to the USPS to cover losses 
related to the COVID-19 crisis and to direct the USPS 
Board of Governors to develop a plan for ensuring the 
long term solvency of the Postal Service. 
 
Rep. Castor (D-FL) introduced a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Commerce to study the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the travel and tourism industry in the United 
States. 
 
Rep. Cardenas (D-CA) introduced a bill to require the 
CPSC to study the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
injuries and deaths associated with consumer products.  
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to amend the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act to increase 
pandemic EBT benefits for eligible children whose schools 
are closed to purchase fruits and vegetables they would 
have otherwise been able to receive in schools. 

August 27 

The White House announced the Administration will purchase 150 million 
Abbott BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card Point of Care diagnostic tests. The 
Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense (DOD) 
announced a $760 million contract with Abbott and added that “testing will 
be potentially deployed to schools and to assist with serving other special 
needs populations.” 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help Kentucky, Rhode Island, West 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and White House Chief of Staff 
Meadows spoke to discuss COVID relief for the first time 
in several weeks. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-louisiana/
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/me.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/mo.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/md.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/norfolk-ne.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/nm.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/28/nashua-nh.htm
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1110
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-deferring-payroll-tax-obligations-light-ongoing-covid-19-disaster/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-deferring-payroll-tax-obligations-light-ongoing-covid-19-disaster/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-broadens-emergency-use-authorization-veklury-remdesivir-include-all-hospitalized?utm_campaign=FDA%20Broadens%20Emergency%20Use%20Authorization%20for%20Veklury%20%28Remdesivir%29%20to%20Include%20All%20Hospitalized&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Broadens%20Emergency%20Use%20Authorization%20for%20Veklury%20%28Remdesivir%29%20to%20Include%20All%20Hospitalized&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=13056&elqTrackId=BFDB134F19625389C28B87063150C95A&elq=340b8e0c566747d9a58b57a74e150f21&elqaid=14022&elqat=1
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5510
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/cares-act-service-exemptions-allegiant-air-united-airlines-and-hawaiian-airlines
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/82820
https://cha.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/voting-safely-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8123?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8122?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8121?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8135?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-administrations-purchase-150-million-rapid-covid-19-tests/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/27/trump-administration-will-deploy-150-million-rapid-tests-in-2020.html
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/ky-rlf.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/ri.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/wv.htm
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Virginia, Utah, Oklahoma, and Ohio small businesses respond and to 
boost economic development programs to help Kentucky respond to the 
coronavirus. 
 
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced the third extension 
of its foreclosure and eviction moratorium through December 31, 2020 for 
homeowners with FDA-insured single family mortgages covered under the 
CARES Act. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it has 
distributed almost $2.5 billion to nursing homes to support COVID-19 
testing, staffing, and personal protective equipment (PPE) needs. 
 
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (NIAID) 
announced it awarded 11 grants to establish the Centers for Research in 
Emerging Infectious Diseases (CREID). NIAID intends to provide 
approximately $82 million over five years to support network investigations 
into how and where viruses and other pathogens emerge from wildlife and 
spillover to cause disease in people.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) launched a new 
webpage on selecting, wearing, and cleaning masks. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a consumer warning 
about hand sanitizer packaged in food and drink containers.  
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the use of digital 
screening at VA healthcare facilities and increased telehealth has enabled 
the Department to dramatically increase COVID-19 testing rates. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending August 22, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was 1,006,000, a decrease of 98,000 
from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
DOL published guidance about eligibility for paid leave and pandemic 
unemployment assistance related to the reopening of schools. 

August 26 

White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows told Politico he does not 
expect a deal on COVID-19 relief before the end of September. Meadows 
also said the Administration is looking a potential executive actions to 
provide additional relief to the airline industry when the Payroll Support 
Program expires at the end of September. 

 

https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/wv.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/ut.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/ok.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/barberton-oh.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/27/frankfort-ky.htm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_134
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/27/trump-administration-announces-2-5-billion-to-nursing-homes-for-covid-19-relief-funding.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-establishes-centers-research-emerging-infectious-diseases
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM36401
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-warns-consumers-about-hand-sanitizer-packaged-food-and-drink-containers
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5507
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200827
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200827
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200827-0
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
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Operation Warp Speed leads Dr. Moncef Slaoui and Dr. Matthew Hepburn 
wrote in the New England Journal of Medicine that the White House has 
selected eight experimental COVID-19 vaccine candidates, six of which 
have been announced. The remaining two will soon begin clinical trials. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help South Dakota small businesses 
and to boost economic development programs to help South Carolina, 
Washington, North Dakota, South Dakota, North Carolina, and Nebraska 
respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for the first COVID-19 antigen test where results can 
be read directly from the testing card. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released 
additional FAQs for Medicare providers on the treatment of COVID-19 
relief payments, including Provider Relief Fund and Paycheck Protection 
Program payments. 
 
The Federal Reserve issued a final rule to temporarily modify the 
community bank leverage ratio, as required by the CARES Act. The final 
rule adopts, without change, two interim final rules released in April. 
 
The Department of Justice announced it requested COVID-19 data from 
the governors of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Michigan 
related to order that “may have resulted in the deaths of thousands of 
elderly nursing home residents.” 

August 25 

The White House released a fact sheet on steps the Administration is 
taking to further protect nursing homes from the coronavirus. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced it will send catchup 
Economic Impact Payment (EIP) checks to about 50,000 individuals 
whose portion of the EIP was diverted to pay their spouse’s past-due child 
support. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved 
Arkansas and Maine for grants under the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) 
Program in accordance with the President’s Memorandum on Authorizing 
the Other Needs Assistance Program for Major Disaster Declarations, 

Rep. Wagner (R-MO) introduced a bill to provide nursing 
homes with resources for responding to the COVID-19 
public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Adams (D-NC) introduced a bill to direct USDA to 
make payments to direct marketing farmers affected by 
COVID-19. 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2027405
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/sd-rlf.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/sc.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/wa.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/nd.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/sd-edd.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/nc.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/26/ne.htm
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-where-results-can-be-read-directly-testing-card
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/vitro-diagnostics-euas#individual-antigen
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/vitro-diagnostics-euas#individual-antigen
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-releases-additional-frequently-asked-questions-treatment-coronavirus-disease-relief-payments
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/03092020-covid-19-faqs-508.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200826a3.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-requesting-data-governors-states-issued-covid-19-orders-may-have-resulted
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-is-taking-decisive-action-to-protect-vulnerable-citizens-in-americas-nursing-homes/
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-50000-spouses-to-get-catch-up-economic-impact-payments
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200825/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-arkansas
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200825/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-maine
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8114?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8096?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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which authorizes federal funds available for an additional $400 per week 
in unemployment insurance benefits. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $1.1 million in 
CARES Act funding to capitalize a revolving loan fund to help small 
businesses in Kansas respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced up to an additional $1 
billion for the Farmers to Families Food Box Program. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
released 1.5 million N95 respirators from the Strategic National Stockpile 
for distribution to over 3,000 nursing home facilities. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a 
national nursing home training program designed to equip frontline 
caregivers and management with knowledge to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. CMS also announced regulatory changes that require nursing 
homes to test staff and offer testing to residents for COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a new consumer update 
on hand sanitizer.  

August 24 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) issued a new Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) interim final rule on treatment of owners and 
forgiveness of certain nonpayroll costs. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved New 
Hampshire, Washington, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut for grants under 
the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) Program in accordance with the 
President’s Memorandum on Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance 
Program for Major Disaster Declarations, which authorizes federal funds 
available for an additional $400 per week in unemployment insurance 
benefits. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to boost economic development programs critical to helping Virginia, 
Michigan, and Alaska respond to coronavirus and to capitalize revolving 
loan funds to help Wyoming and Puerto Rico respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued amended 
guidance on how HIPAA permits covered healthcare providers and health 
plans to contact patients and beneficiaries who have recovered from 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leadership sent a letter to FDA Commissioner Hahn 
expressing concern about “political pressure that is being 
exerted by this Administration on FDA” and calling on him 
to ensure science and public health protection alone drive 
the COVID-19 vaccine approval process. 

https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/25/ks.htm
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/08/25/trump-administration-announces-additional-1-billion-farmers
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/25/trump-administration-release-1-5-million-n95-respirators-from-strategic-national-stockpile-distribution-nursing-homes.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-launches-national-training-program-strengthen-nursing-home-infection-control
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-strengthens-covid-19-surveillance-new-reporting-and-testing-requirements
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-ifc-3-8-25-20.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/your-hand-sanitizer-fdas-list-products-you-should-not-use
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP%20IFR%20-%20Ownership.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-hampshire
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-hampshire
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-washington
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-pennsylvania
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-connecticut
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/24/va.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/24/lansing-mi.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/24/ak.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/24/evanston-wy.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/24/caguas-pr.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/24/trump-administration-adds-health-plans-to-june-2020-plasma-donation-guidance.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/guidance-on-hipaa-and-contacting-former-covid-19-patients-about-blood-and-plasma-donation.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001noRnRxItr8AVKoFhywzkBjH57LVnbr9Fz3frMUERyG3Vh0P1ONtIREKmYc-xzUyItGhxC7LNA_qBi31HFVsMHb2rhniI8DqA8t5StEydv3j8Xr6Cyc8hCGBLEH-eKmFYfg1ktxfyxsXsLFGhqvRT4-1aeUpLcyqv1pt-qqlz7suIibTKTZha0-fmibJw-01Qh2YxMPfA-fw0tfvEe9A1uBuLluF6-VIGH3b3vcevUPAaxvOZYe4214sQjYc4YMR9x1etAlY6CksWUTBZ1tzymloNfOuDPxW9ItRESr5c3TAZCKNZW3pc7gwR5AyIQSnOAznG6FyTtkZ4Gg8qM2svtOpItTHLAi2hYq1CBSYwPOjzEoeJePpmow==&c=DKVlbBMEhsAnveuPG0Mzfu44xVJUzBmlOh7a4MODCUZr3x0otFqQzw==&ch=rHS8-e-hBfKZKqkvl7mZ7TJ2JUB6Ek4WJVY55NA317Ate_nqrkPlqg==
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COVID-19 to inform them about how they can donate convalescent 
plasma. 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Hahn tweeted that 
criticism about remarks he made Sunday about the benefits of 
convalescent plasma “is entirely justified” and “what [he] should have said 
better is that the data show a relative risk reduction not an absolute risk 
reduction.” 
 
The FDA launched a new webpage providing an overview of available 
resources related to SARS-CoV-2 screening testing and testing using 
pooled samples. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a 
Medicaid Informational Bulletin (CIB) to provide guidance to states on 
flexibilities available to increase reimbursement for nursing facilities that 
implement specific infection control practices for COVID-19 patients. 
 
In response to an increase in telework arrangements due to the pandemic, 
the Department of Labor (DOL) issued a Field Assistance Bulletin to 
clarify an employer’s obligation to track hours of compensable work by 
employees who are teleworking or otherwise working away from an 
employers’ premises. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved SurfaceWise2, the 
first product to fight COVID-19 on surfaces for up to seven days, for 
emergency use in Texas, including on American Airlines aircraft. 
 
The Department of Education issued final rules for distance learning in 
higher education. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) updated its COVID-19 travel 
restrictions installation status. 

August 23 

President Trump announced the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for convalescent plasma as 
a potential COVID-19 treatment. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved New 
York, Alaska, and Georgia for grants under the Lost Wages Assistance 
(LWA) Program in accordance with the President’s Memorandum on 
Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance Program for Major Disaster 

 

https://twitter.com/SteveFDA/status/1298071620414824452?source=email
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/pooled-sample-testing-and-screening-testing-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-informational-bulletin-medicaid-reimbursement-strategies-prevent-spread-covid-19-nursing
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/cib082420.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200824
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/legacy/files/fab_2020_5.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/trump-epa-approves-first-ever-long-lasting-antiviral-product-use-against-covid-19
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-issues-new-distance-learning-regulations-spur-high-quality-distance-and-competency-based-programs-better-serve-diverse-population-higher-education-students
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDIxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dzIuZWQuZ292L3BvbGljeS9oaWdoZXJlZC9yZWcvaGVhcnVsZW1ha2luZy8yMDE4L2luZGV4Lmh0bWw_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.NqKCniVo2h0gVX_P7sAdw6hB_c9Rp_GYlQqRUEXpfsA/s/948604958/br/82736649027-l
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Aug/26/2002485082/-1/-1/1/COVID-19-TRAVEL-RESTRICTIONS-INSTALLATION-STATUS-UPDATE-AUGUST-26-2020.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Aug/26/2002485082/-1/-1/1/COVID-19-TRAVEL-RESTRICTIONS-INSTALLATION-STATUS-UPDATE-AUGUST-26-2020.PDF
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-convalescent-plasma-potential-promising-covid-19-treatment
https://www.fda.gov/media/141480/download
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-york
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-york
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-alaska
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-georgia
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
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Declarations, which authorizes federal funds available for an additional 
$400 per week in unemployment insurance benefits.  

August 22 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved 
Vermont, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Rhode Island for grants under the 
Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) Program in accordance with the 
President’s Memorandum on Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance 
Program for Major Disaster Declarations, which authorizes federal funds 
available for an additional $400 per week in unemployment insurance 
benefits. 

The House passed legislation by unanimous consent to 
provide emergency funding to US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS). The agency plans to 
furlough 70% of its staff at the end of August as a drop in 
immigration applications amid the pandemic has cut into 
its budget. 
 
Rep. Bustos (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide states the 
total amount of funds for the costs of the states of 
activating the National Guard in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Curtis (R-UT) introduced a bill to provide limitation 
on the recoupment of Coronavirus Relief Fund amounts. 

August 21 

The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help Massachusetts small businesses 
and to boost economic development programs to help Utah and 
Tennessee respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved 
Massachusetts, Alabama, California, Indiana, North Carolina, Texas, 
Kentucky, and Michigan for grants under the Lost Wages Assistance 
(LWA) Program in accordance with the President’s Memorandum on 
Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance Program for Major Disaster 
Declarations, which authorizes federal funds available for an additional 
$400 per week in unemployment insurance benefits. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) to NovaSterlis, Inc. for its decontamination process 
for compatible N95 respirators for single-user reuse by healthcare 
personnel. 
 
The FDA issued a letter to healthcare providers and facilities regarding the 
potential threat that passive protective barriers pose to patients and 
providers when treating COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced four agreements under the 
Defense Production Act Title III to sustain and strengthen essential 
domestic industrial base capabilities in molecular diagnostic testing, 

The CARES Act Congressional Oversight Commission 
released its fourth report. The report found the Main Street 
Lending Program has seen “modest initial activity” to date, 
with Federal Reserve participation at about 0.07% of the 
program’s $600 billion lending capacity. The Commission 
will hold its second public hearing, which will focus on the 
Municipal Liquidity Facility and support for lending to state 
and local governments, in the coming weeks. 
 
Rep. Schneider (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a 
temporary tax credit for maintaining retirement benefits 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Courtney (D-CT) introduced a bill to provide that, 
due to disruptions caused by COVID-19, applications for 
impact aid funding for FY22 may use certain data 
submitted in FY21. 
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to require CDC to 
create a standardized method for state, tribal, and local 
health departments to report on COVID-19. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-vermont
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-mississippi
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-tennessee
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-rhode-island
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://lofgren.house.gov/media/press-releases/bipartisan-house-members-introduce-emergency-stopgap-bill-prevent-uscis
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8091?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8090?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/21/ma.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/21/ut.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/21/tn.htm
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-massachusetts
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-alabama
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-california
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-indiana
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-north-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-texas
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-kentucky
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200821/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-michigan
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.fda.gov/media/141382/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/141382/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/protective-barrier-enclosures-without-negative-pressure-used-during-covid-19-pandemic-may-increase
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2321010/dod-announces-174-million-in-defense-production-act-title-iii-covid-19-actions/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__coc.senate.gov_sites_default_files_2020-2D08_COC-25204th-2520Report-5F08.21.2020-2520with-2520Appendix.pdf&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=3qdkLJaEeCPiN5QpxAUiepDKEMGrJo0r_cUp4aIO_os&m=41C8Y1KPCLbn3D0fS1_joumEDm0QrBxe6w8YBUmAAYc&s=ZJF6GgSVrP5dZKvp9ZP87arQkeGOzpMLqR9Wrn-QoS8&e=
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8083?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8075?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8073?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=5
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satellite communications, laser electronics, and aircraft engine repair to 
help retain critical workforce capabilities during the COVID-19 disruption.  
 
The State Department updated its fact sheet on US leadership in the 
global response to COVID-19. 

August 20 

The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending August 15, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was 1,106,000, an increase of 135,000 
from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to boost economic development programs to help New Mexico and 
Pennsylvania respond to coronavirus.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
leveraged the Defense Production Act (DPA) to apply priority rated orders 
for two contracts to fulfill a large-volume purchase of diagnostic systems 
and assays for COVID-19 testing and will expedite shipments of these 
systems to approximately 14,000 nursing homes.  

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) sent a letter to colleagues 
confirming that the House will not consider COVID relief 
legislation alongside postal legislation during its weekend 
session. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) demanded a briefing on HHS’s decision to 
allow lab developed COVID-19 tests to come to market 
without FDA review. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Republican 
leadership published their third and final report as part of 
their Second Wave Preparedness Project, making 
recommendations related to the health care supply chain. 

August 19 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
guidance to provide additional flexibility to states and localities to use 
Coronavirus Relief Funds to support low- and moderate-income persons 
and vulnerable populations for disasters occurring 2015-2019 during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved 
Maryland and Idaho for grants under the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) 
Program in accordance with the President’s Memorandum on Authorizing 
the Other Needs Assistance Program for Major Disaster Declarations, 
which authorizes federal funds available for an additional $400 per week 
in unemployment insurance benefits. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a third 
amendment to the Declaration under the Public Readiness and 
Emergency Preparedness (PREP) Act to expand access to childhood 
vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Education announced a new CARES Act-funded grant 
program to help higher education institutions expand educational 
opportunities for students. 
 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leadership wrote a letter to the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) requesting a review of changes HHS has 
made to COVID-19 hospital capacity report systems and 
requirements.  

https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-continues-to-lead-the-global-response-to-covid-19-6/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200820
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200820
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/20/nm.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/20/pa.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/20/trump-administration-uses-defense-production-act-to-aid-our-most-vulnerable.html
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/82020-0
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-demands-briefing-on-hhs-decision-to-bypass-fda-and-allow-lab
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing/recission-guidances-informal-issuances-premarket-review-lab-tests/index.html?source=email
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nns_fb6l0WJhEavSCMmUlInq7nBrveXDPeZZe0SHTC7UxWgWf4LGmS9x5PYNJG7-vGqsu3KV5FLg9DOLYvLnDAM6hpNYV9HEI8gN_AvBP1LmMEcsHTrDHRtcGvje6ZfGdwcqGCG67JBpzo-CATFd6SoccGUv0xFEIbds6dp8cw2GWh_3GuaSyxTSzg668Ov7HOQKuX6CdrXj5XyTg-Re-y5RsfN6RFNHRyxLkgSx780JBVAW45Mm3pzHLe06EovMS2ib0mYdLnZ0VB5KkDfXNU99V8LE7uDK&c=TAI7cFdyC1MiI2-8QYgPlSrp8IhVdFPmXvnbc2xlzloFa1EsW6X6FA==&ch=BFxSprFfSX5MoAzURahoEBTIzVakp7vhM-E3cdNuGvw1Wl4pYC6_RA==
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_128
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-08-17/pdf/2020-17886.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200819/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-maryland
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-idaho#:~:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,funding%20available%20to%20Idaho%20residents.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/19/hhs-expands-access-childhood-vaccines-during-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/third-amendment-declaration.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/third-amendment-declaration.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-launches-grant-program-promote-institutional-resiliency-and-expand-educational-opportunity-students
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011W5VKzTuxcvaRRjC5gDeBZ_827ncQaPbos2owDj1lrVKRuav0gZzzMJ-R-vmMx0jJHXIX2TSEZ8e2A-Z-6fWLcg-GXwS2zMfW_tXPmsGfVAIbIRdWUQ1OHzWvlTHlf1RvtlXXV0N06U7qfMipNKMOufdYTp5AXPUWLSOyZFn5Zn2YP4sGNzITaAJltGAmjOnZTMeCwXlSg3zFaFd6CHAhAxnhE6XcaAPuGPceDDvY6Ox2AcewT3gtLMCWWrPhxOVGC68klbnkQY=&c=DOOjZCwUj9xRdRJBhK0GD0Kg7S1wJWwzM7yNw3ckKkBezpwcCdyY-g==&ch=TNetOpfFBrwdrVb9kjYUtVQygBFormweX-dgm7dDHdr-QIUew_9Eig==


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 18 

HHS announced the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an 
emergency use authorization (EUA) to LumiraDx UK Ltd. For its SARS-
CoV-2 Ag Test, a rapid point-of-care antigen test. 
 
HHS announced the FDA will not require premarket review of laboratory 
developed tests (LDTs) absent notice-and-comment rulemaking, as 
opposed to through guidance documents, compliance manuals, website 
statements, or other informal issuances.  
 
The FDA announced temporary guidance for industry entitled, 
“Manufacturing, Supply Chain, and Drug and Biological Product 
Inspections During COVID-19 Public Health Emergency Questions and 
Answers.” 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a study 
that found disproportionate COVID-19 impact in American Indian/Alaska 
Native populations. 
 
The Department of Labor and FDA published a checklist for human and 
animal food manufacturers to consider to protect employees amid the 
pandemic. 

August 18 

Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors on COVID-19 
response and best practices. Several Administration officials discussed 
efforts to protect and slow the spread of coronavirus in nursing homes and 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar delivered an update on 
Operation Warp Speed and vaccine development. 
 
The Department of Labor announced that Iowa, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Louisiana, Utah, Colorado, and Missouri are implementing the Lost 
Wages Assistance (LWA) program in accordance with the President’s 
Memorandum on Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance Program for 
Major Disaster Declarations, which authorizes federal money available for 
an additional $400 per week in unemployment insurance benefits. States 
must cover 25% of the cost using money received through the CARES Act 
Coronavirus Relief Fund and other state funding. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) approved Oklahoma and Montana for 
grants under the LWA Program. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small businesses across 
Montana, Oklahoma, and Colorado respond to coronavirus. It also 
announced CARES Act funding investments to boost economic 

House Democratic leadership is considering a vote on a 
scaled-back version of the $3.4 trillion HEROES Act, the 
House-passed Phase 4 coronavirus relief package. 
Members are discussing passing a revised package 
totaling approximately $2 trillion, in line with what Speaker 
Pelosi (D-CA) says she has offered to the Administration 
during now stalled negotiations. The vote would be 
intended to show that Democrats are still willing to 
negotiate and would not coincide with Saturday’s vote on 
legislation related to the Postal Service. 
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to conduct or support 
research related to the US healthcare system’s response 
to COVID-19. 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/19/assistant-secretary-health-admiral-brett-giroir-statement-fda-eua-lumiradx-uk-ltds-lumiradx-sars.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing/recission-guidances-informal-issuances-premarket-review-lab-tests/index.html?source=email
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=SBIA%3A%20Temp%20Guidance%20COVID&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=15004&elqTrackId=A7A43AB43DBD8690EA148808FC6340AD&elq=ec503f584db4417aa1009339dd4d7842&elqaid=13884&elqat=1
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0819-covid-19-impact-american-indian-alaska-native.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6934e1.htm?s_cid=mm6934e1_w
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200819
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/employee-health-and-food-safety-checklist-human-and-animal-food-operations-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-081820/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200818-0?source=email
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-oklahoma#:~:text=WASHINGTON%20--%20On%20August%208,to%20the%20COVID-19%20pandemic.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200819/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-montana#:~:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,of%20their%20regular%20unemployment%20benefit.
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/mt-rlf.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/ok.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/co-rlf.htm
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8067?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
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development programs critical to helping Oregon, Montana, and Colorado 
respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released Healthy 
People 2030, a 10-year plan for addressing critical public health priorities 
and challenges, including emerging public health threats like COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published new supporting 
information on respirators for health care providers and facilities and for 
manufacturers and distributors. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) published a temporary final 
rule partially extending certain flexibilities for H-2A nonimmigrants due to 
the COVID-19 national emergency. 
 
DHS updated Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
guidance to add teachers to its list of essential workers. The guidance is 
not a federal directive or standards, but is intended to inform decisions 
about allocating resources to protect essential workers against COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued an Order to allow 
increased passenger air service between the United States and China on 
four Chinese carriers. China’s Civil Aviation Authority approved similar 
service increases for US carriers. 

August 17 

The Department of Labor (DOL) issued additional guidance to address 
questions raised by states about the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) 
program authorized by the August 8 Presidential Memorandum on 
Authorizing the Other Needs Assistance Program for Major Disaster 
Declarations. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to boost economic development programs in Massachusetts, Wisconsin, 
New York, Vermont, Minnesota, and Maine to respond to coronavirus. 
  
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued updated 
guidance to ensure medical providers are able to provide essential 
surgical procedures while continuing to reinforce and bolster infection 
control precautions at dialysis facilities in COVID-19 hotspots. 
 
CMS announced it will resume routine inspections of all Medicare and 
Medicaid certified providers and suppliers after temporarily suspending 
certain inspections due to COVID-19. 

During a visit to a Kentucky hospital, Senate Majority 
Leader McConnell (R-KY) indicated that discussions are 
still underway on a Phase 4 package notwithstanding the 
recess. He also said he has no plans to bring the Senate 
back to address legislation related to the Postal Service. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) informed House members she is 
extending remote voting through October 2. Current 
government spending authority is set to expire on 
September 30. 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) announced the 
House will meet this Saturday to vote on the Delivering for 
America Act. 

https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/or.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/mt-edd.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/18/co-edd.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/18/hhs-releases-healthy-people-2030-with-national-disease-prevention-and-health-promotion-objectives-for-the-next-decade.html
https://www.healthypeople.gov/
https://www.healthypeople.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/considerations-selecting-respirators-your-health-care-facility
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/manufacturing-and-distributing-respirators-health-care-use-united-states-under-existing-emergency
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-18283.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-18283.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_4.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers_FINAL%20AUG%2018v2_0.pdf?source=email
https://downloads.regulations.gov/DOT-OST-2020-0052-0030/attachment_1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/haverhill-ma.htm
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/la-crosse-wi.htm
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/newburgh-ny.htm
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/randolph-vt.htm
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/warren-mn.htm
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/17/damariscotta-me.htm
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-august-17-2020
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/key-components-continued-covid-19-management-dialysis-facilities
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-resumption-routine-inspections-all-provider-and-suppliers-issues-updated-enforcement
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The Department of Defense (DOD) announced it awarded a $750,000 
contract to Plasma Technologies, LLC for manufacturing of convalescent 
plasma products using a novel process in support of the COVID-19 
response. 

August 16 

 In a letter to colleagues, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said the 
House will return to session to vote on the Delivering for 
America Act, which would prohibit the Postal Service from 
implementing any changes to operations or service levels 
it had in place on January 1, 2020. 

August 15 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) to the Yale School of Public Health for its SalivaDirect 
COVID-19 diagnostic test. 

 

August 14 

The White House Council of Economic Advisors released an article, 
“Reopening Schools is Key to Unlocking the Full Potential of America’s 
Children.” 
 
The White House Offices of Management and Budget (OMB) and Science 
and Technology Policy (OSTP) sent a memo to the heads of all executive 
departments and agencies outlining the Administration’s FY22 research 
and development budget priorities that adds a new focus on American 
public health security and innovation. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced it will reopen the 
registration period for federal beneficiaries who did not receive $500 per 
child Economic Impact Payment(s) earlier this year. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $4 million in CARES 
Act funding to boost economic development programs for Native 
American planning organizations to assist communities in responding to 
the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
new flexibilities states and localities can use to utilize Community 
Development Block Grant funds appropriated by the CARES Act, as well 
as other federal funds, to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced an 
additional $1.4 billion in targeted distribution funding to nearly 80 free-
standing children’s hospitals funded by the CARES Act and the Paycheck 
Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act. 
 

Rep. Scanlon (D-PA) introduced a bill to establish rules for 
states or other taxing jurisdictions to tax business and 
individuals during COVID-19 while employees are 
performing employment duties in other states or taxing 
jurisdictions. 
 
Rep. Foxx (R-NC) introduced a bill to establish a 
commission to review certain regulatory obstacles to 
preparedness for, response to, and recovery from the 
COVID-19 and other pandemics. 

https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2314525/dod-awards-750000-to-plasma-technologies-llc-for-manufacturing-of-convalescent/
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/81620-0
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-yale-school-public-health
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/reopening-schools-key-unlocking-full-potential-americas-children/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/M-20-29.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-takes-new-steps-to-ensure-people-with-children-receive-500-economic-impact-payments
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/14/native-american-planning-organizations.htm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_124
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/14/trump-administration-to-begin-distributing-1.4-billion-in-relief-funds-to-childrens-hospitals.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8056?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8038?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
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HHS and the Department of Defense (DOD) announced an agreement 
with McKesson Corporation to be a central distributor of future COVID-19 
vaccines and related supplies. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a list of medical 
device shortages during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The FDA updated its COVID-19 At-a-Glance Summary, an overview of the 
agency’s response efforts. 
 
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Wolf confirmed that the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico have agreed to extend the limitation of non-
essential travel at land ports of entry through September 21 to help slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 

August 13 

National Economic Council Director Larry Kudlow told CNN that the White 
House will make technical changes to the President’s recent 
Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations to cover the self-
employed. 
 
The White House Council of Economic Advisors released a report on 
“Evaluating the Effects of the Economic Response to COVID-19.” 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small businesses across Texas, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Vermont, and Kansas respond to 
coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced 
combined investments of $6.5 million in two commercial diagnostic 
laboratories to expand capacity to conduct up to four million additional 
SARS-CoV-2 per month. 
 
HHS announced it is launching a pilot point-of-care testing effort in Miami 
that aims to meet individuals at high risk for COVID-19 where they reside.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its 
forecasts of COVID-19 deaths to project between 180,000 and 200,000 
deaths by September 5. The forecast also projects an increase in reported 
new deaths in Colorado and decreases in Arizona, Vermont, Wyoming, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands. 
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said the 
Senate will adjourn for the August recess today without a 
deal on Phase 4 legislation. If a deal emerges before the 
Senate is scheduled to return after Labor Day, senators 
would be given 24 hours’ notice to return for votes. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democrats sent 
a letter to Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Chairman Pai calling on the agency to provide unlimited 
voice minutes and mobile data to Lifeline recipients for the 
duration of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Peters (D-MI) introduced a bill to maintain prompt 
and reliable postal services during the COVID-19 health 
emergency. 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/14/trump-administration-collaborates-mckesson-covid-19-vaccine-distribution.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/medical-device-shortages-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency?source=email
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://twitter.com/DHS_Wolf/status/1294272922559930370?source=email
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-deferring-payroll-tax-obligations-light-ongoing-covid-19-disaster/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Evaluating-the-Effects-of-the-Economic-Response-to-COVID-19.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/tx.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/va.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/tn.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/ms.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/vt.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/13/ks.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/13/hhs-invests-in-diagnostic-labs-to-expand-covid-19-testing-capacity-in-the-united-states.html
https://www.hhs.gov/ash/about-ash/news/2020/assistant-secretary-of-health-statement-covid-19-point-care-testing-effort-miami.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Zz5inkjoaGt5O-sgaVcqIGt4vePRDQc_4nUcG3-bVn-foc-UVoChSf2DxocE3Zy02RdAQsuNVISlJUz3qjRpOBe1cUXxnF4pcbmHG5JNcqn155WYkwHLYTZOBv2hV7CRtttvxOZHAWFiX_psQKBoN8IQnzPKeOqpYt8f-n0Z3d12SzyzyiNH1T58HnhiObk670SCouiNnppkG283CQqHz7STHbmqp4cC8OvggSTFPsLY19IfGsC8l3R0oeLLkWt4Pt_TP3FZFbM6fOPlGbuDvWZJepW22yovkZuXg4U1B07sDHm9rybPtA==&c=06zcZyFmExU5z9p4-6gYgtyXPIxqbDbDaGcbJvVy3uZ22J4K3bAfKA==&ch=tYEV98mY7oiYOHYGrYIBkRtj_2hGQkUgXgIXhwTSvoYi8bMI-er9lQ==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4527?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
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The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending August 8, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was 963,000, a decrease of 228,000 
from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
DOL hosted a webinar to help employers and employees understand 
provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act, with a focus on the H-2A 
and H-2B visa programs, during the pandemic. 

August 12 

During a press briefing, President Trump said, “when I win the election, 
I’m going to completely and totally forgive all deferred payroll taxes 
without in any way, shape, or form hurting Social Security. That money is 
going to come from the General Fund.” Over the weekend, the President 
signed a Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations directs the 
Treasury Department to allow employers to defer payment of the 
employee portion of certain payroll taxes through the end of 2020 for 
people making less than $100,000 annually. 
 
President Trump participated in a White House roundtable called “Kids 
First: Getting America’s Children Safely Back to School.” 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released guidance to help states 
implement the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) program, in accordance with 
the President’s recent Memorandum, which provides claimants in most 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) programs up to $400 per week additional 
benefits. LWA will be administered by states and territories through a 
grant agreement with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA).  States must cover 25% of the cost using money received 
through the CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund and other state funding. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to boost economic development programs critical to helping Missouri, 
Iowa, Louisiana, and Alabama respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a 
Notice of Funding Opportunity to expand and accelerate innovative uses 
of electronic health information via health information exchanges (HIEs) to 
support state and local public health agencies. HHS will award up to five 
cooperative agreements supported by $2.5 million in CARES Act funding. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a Consumer Update 
on slowing the spread of coronavirus. 
 

In a joint statement, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate 
Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) said “an overture was 
made by Secretary Mnuchin to meet and he made clear 
that his televised comments from earlier today still stand: 
the White House is not budging from their position 
concerning the size and scope of a [Phase 4] legislative 
package.” They added, “we have again made clear to the 
Administration that we are willing to resume negotiations 
once they start this process seriously.” In response, 
Secretary Mnuchin said the statement “is not an accurate 
reflection of” his conversation with Speaker Pelosi, who 
“made clear that she was unwilling to meet to continue 
negotiations unless we agreed in advance to her 
proposal, costing at least $2 trillion.” He added, “the 
Administration is willing to move forward with legislation 
that allows for substantial funds for schools, child care, 
food, vaccines, hospitals, PPP for small businesses, rental 
assistance, broadband, airports, state and local 
government assistance, and liability protection for 
universities, schools, and businesses.” 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Republican 
leadership wrote letters to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) asking about the use of wastewater as a 
COVID-19 surveillance tool. 
 
Senator Hirono (D-HI) introduced a bill to ensure that 
COVID-19-related federal programs and assistance 
provide for the translation of informational materials into 
priority languages. 
 
Senator Blackburn (R-TN) introduced a bill to ensure that 
healthcare providers do not incur additional federal 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200813
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200813
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200805-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-press-briefing-081320/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-deferring-payroll-tax-obligations-light-ongoing-covid-19-disaster/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-kids-first-getting-americas-children-safely-back-school/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200812-0
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?docn=7859
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/12/mo.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/12/ia.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/12/la.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/12/al.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/12/hhs-announces-investments-for-health-information-exchanges-to-strenghten-ability-to-support-state-and-local-public-health-agencies.html
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/help-stop-spread-coronavirus-and-protect-your-family
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/81220-1
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1091
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m_qyxeTOCy1K8GS7IFg5sfQqW36ECD-8F4PerpJDY3Aj75XN0pmBPExDYL65yfiyixn15Wz4gB2uXx9T_DqORzwGihMwVWnBd8OGIFO0oiOiy9N8cK_HuO64u6jvjGKMrexqS4xWBDxIftJ3acOlkicRbR3gKLdagKPapH4oYNPSZ-orrvYZ88YQbs6uvQPUD0xL3mm57DtdBEDCI7OQCjRzJR0Xf-UdF4vDCcUHqFsxoU0iikg2bULdnwnzJJynLCc_xRnDPTLTGVYjAY1s4A==&c=eGQ0yqy7IVtV_LXWRsobqt--JyuOGgUxT6_E0RlVtgxQM2tOecewPg==&ch=ZsR74-zH_sX-gvxd7NDJP0l22LVCnXHoSjoJ8lRFQWSJHU85a2XNUQ==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4526?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4525?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) announced 
it is tracking an unknown malicious cyber actor who is spoofing the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) COVID-19 loan relief webpage via 
phishing emails that include a malicious link for credential stealing. 

income tax liability due to receipt of assistance through 
the Provider Relief Fund during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

August 11 

President Trump announced a Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) agreement with Moderna to manufacture and deliver 100 million 
doses of its coronavirus vaccine candidate. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) released an interim final rule for 
appeals of SBA loan review decisions under the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) and updated PPP FAQs. It also updated FAQs on loan 
forgiveness and its summary of PPP lending. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced revised pricing for the Municipal Liquidity 
Facility, reducing the interest rate spread on tax-exempt notes for each 
credit rating category by 50 basis points and the amount by which the 
interest rate for taxable notes is adjusted relative to tax-exempt notes. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it awarded two CARES Act-
funded grants totaling $1.8 million to the Missouri Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations to improve and promote its Short-Term 
Compensation program. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to boost economic development programs critical to helping Georgia, 
Florida, California, and Connecticut respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched a new webpage with 
FAQs on importing medical devices during the COVID-19 pandemic and a 
new webpage with FAQs on registration and listing of medical devices 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Motor Safety Carrier Administration (FMCSA) announced it 
extended and modified its emergency declaration to grant exemption from 
certain Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations through September 14 
due to the ongoing public health emergency. 

Bipartisan House Energy and Commerce Committee 
leadership sent a letter to Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Azar requesting information on the impact of 
COVID-19 on America’s substance use disorder and 
overdose crises. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Democratic leaders wrote 
a letter to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) Director Dr. Redfield to request a briefing on the 
impact of COVID-19 on children and young people. 
 
House Democrats filed comments opposing the 
Administration’s proposed rule to clarify that the 
Departments of Homeland Security and Justice may 
consider emergency public health concerns due to 
potential international threats from the spread of 
pandemics when making asylum determinations. 
 
Rep. Underwood (D-IL) introduced a bill to improve the 
public health response to addressing maternal mortality 
and morbidity during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to extend certain 
waivers under the WIC program during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced a bill to impose an 
emergency tax on the increase in wealth of billionaires 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in order to pay for all of 
the out of pocket healthcare expenses of the uninsured 
and under-insured, including prescription drugs, for one 
year. 
 
Rep. Mucarsel-Powell (R-FL) introduced a bill to direct 
HHS to award grants to eligible entities to establish, 
improve, and maintain mobile COVID-19 testing 
programs. 
 

https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ncas/alerts/aa20-225a
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/11/trump-administration-collaborates-with-moderna-produce-100-million-doses-covid-19-investigational-vaccine.html
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP%20--%20IFR%20--%20Appeals%20of%20SBA%20Loan%20Review%20Decisions%20Under%20the%20PPP.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/Final%20PPP%20FAQs%20%28August%2011%2C%202020%29_0.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP%20--%20Loan%20Forgiveness%20FAQs%20%28August%2011%2C%202020%29.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP_Report%20-%202020-08-10.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200811a.htm
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200811
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/11/ga.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/11/fl.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/11/ca.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/11/ct.htm
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/importing-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/registration-and-listing-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/extension-and-modification-modified-expanded-emergency-declaration-no-2020-002-under-49
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.8.11.Letter%20re%20Overdoses.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/CDC.2020.8.11.Letter%20re%20COVID%20Impacts%20on%20Children.OI_.HE_.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=3459-7741
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/09/2020-14758/security-bars-and-processing
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8027?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8024?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8020?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8017?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
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Rep. Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill to maintain prompt 
and reliable postal services during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Rep. Evans (D-PA) introduced a bill to require the 
provision of notice to homeowners regarding available 
housing relief to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
receive and respond to notifications of issues relating to 
the lack of personal protecting equipment and COVID-19 
testing. 
 
Rep. Barr (R-KY) introduced a bill to require NIST to 
disseminate guidance to higher education and non-profit 
research institutions to help mitigate cybersecurity risks to 
COVID-19-related research. 
 
Rep. Axne (D-IA) introduced a bill to allow individuals to 
mitigate the financial impact of COVID-19 by taking a one-
time distribution of flexible spending arrangement funds in 
certain plan years. 
 
Rep. Larson (D-CT) introduced a bill to authorize the 
issuance of Victory Bonds to aid the funding of public 
health operations and small business assistance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Green (R-TN) introduced a bill to eliminate the 
Federal Reserve authority to hold closed meetings in 
planning economic stabilization under the Coronavirus 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2020. 

August 10 

President Trump said “we are looking at also considering a capital gains 
tax cut” and “an income tax cut for middle income families” in addition to 
the COVID-related executive actions he signed over the weekend. 
 
Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors on COVID-19 
response and best practices. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin discussed the 
President’s recent executive actions and the status of negotiations on 
additional relief legislation. 
 

House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) released an 
updated schedule for the remainder of 2020, noting that 
during August, lawmakers will receive at least 24 hours’ 
notice of any floor action related to COVID-19 response 
legislation. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide 
mortgage and eviction relief related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8015?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8003?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7999?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7998?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7997?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8014?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8007?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-081020/
https://www.majorityleader.gov/sites/democraticwhip.house.gov/files/UPDATED%202020%20CALENDAR%20SEPT%20-%20DEC.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4519?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
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The Treasury Department released updated FAQs on the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund. 
 
During a visit to Taiwan, Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar 
and Taiwan Health and Welfare Minister Chen Shih-chung signed a 
statement reaffirming cooperation to address health challenges, including 
COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released state 
COVID-19 testing plans for July through December.  
 
HHS announced that certain Medicare providers can now submit 
applications for additional Provider Relief Fund payments by August 28. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced that two Phase 3 
clinical trials testing whether experimental monoclonal antibodies can 
prevent infections by SARS-CoV-2 are now enrolling. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its guidances on hand 
sanitizers. 
 
The FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) to George 
Washington University Public Health Laboratory for its GW SARS-Cov-2 
RT-PCR test. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
awarded $472 million in CARES Act funding to public housing authorities. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $1.2 milling in 
CARES Act funding to boost economic development programs to help 
Arizona respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it awarded more than $1.3 
million in a Dislocated Worker Grant to Delaware to help address the 
workforce-related impacts of COVID-19.  

Senator Van Hollen (D-MD) introduced a bill to require 
federal agencies to permit employees to telework full-time 
during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

August 8 

President Trump signed four COVID-related executive actions. A 
Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations directs the Treasury 
Department to allow employers to defer payment of the employee portion 
of certain payroll taxes through the end of 2020 for people making less 
than $100,000 annually. A Memorandum on Authorizing the Other Needs 
Assistance Program for Major Disaster Declarations authorizes additional 
federal money available for an additional $400 per week in unemployment 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/10/hhs-secretary-azar-signs-joint-statement-taiwan-minister-health-and-welfare.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/10/hhs-releases-july-december-covid-19-state-testing-plans.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing-plans/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/10/hhs-provider-relief-fund-phase-2-general-distribution-now-accepting-additional-applicants.html
https://cares.linkhealth.com/
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/clinical-trials-monoclonal-antibodies-prevent-covid-19-now-enrolling
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/coronavirus-covid-19-drugs/hand-sanitizers-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/media/140977/download
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_120
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/10/az.htm
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200810-0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4518?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-deferring-payroll-tax-obligations-light-ongoing-covid-19-disaster/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-needs-assistance-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 26 

insurance benefits. States must cover 25% of the cost using money 
received through the CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund and other state 
funding. An Executive Order on Fighting the Spread of COVID-19 by 
Providing Assistance to Renters and Homeowners directs federal 
agencies to take “such action as appropriate” to extend the eviction 
moratorium. A Memorandum on Continued Student Loan Payment Relief 
provides for deferred student loan payments. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) stopped accepting new 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan applications at 11:59 PM. 

August 7 

The President signed memoranda extending the use of the National 
Guard to respond to COVID-19 and facilitate economic recovery in 
Connecticut, California, and Arizona. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a fact 
sheet on Operation Warp Speed, the federal initiative aimed at delivering 
300 million doses of a safe, effective COVID-19 vaccine by January 2021. 
 
HHS announced the details of the next CARES Act nursing home Provider 
Relief Fund distribution, which will total approximately $5 billion to protect 
nursing home and long-term care facility residents from COVID-19. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it will award up to $20 
million in research funding to encourage the development of approaches 
that identify children at high risk for MIS-C, thought to be a sever 
complication of COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its Coronavirus 
Treatment Acceleration Program webpage with new metrics and FAQs. 
 
The Department of Labor reported the unemployment rate fell to 10.2% in 
July, down from the 14.7% peak in April.  
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
is resuming physical inspections of HUD multifamily and public housing 
properties and units under strict safety protocols during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

In a joint statement, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate 
Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) said they “remain 
committed to continue negotiating and reaching a fair 
agreement with the Administration, but we will not go 
along with meager legislative proposals that fail to 
address the gravity of the health and economic situation 
our country faces.” Ahead of a 1:30 PM meeting, Pelosi 
said that she offered to come down $1 trillion from the 
House Democrats’ $3.4 trillion HEROES Act if 
Republicans would come up $1 trillion from the $1 trillion 
Senate Republicans HEALS Act. Secretary Mnuchin 
called that offer “a non-starter.” 
 
The Congressional Oversight Commission held its first 
public hearing to examine the Main Street Lending 
Program. 
 
Rep. Rouzer (R-NC) introduced a bill to provide for 
assistance to rural water and waste disposal affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Pressley (D-MA) introduced a bill to report data on 
COVID-19 in federal, state, and local correctional facilities. 
 
Rep. Krishnamoorthi (D-IL) introduced a bill to direct the 
FDA to solicit and consider recommendations of the 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 
Committee before taking certain actions with respect to 
COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-fighting-spread-covid-19-providing-assistance-renters-homeowners/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-fighting-spread-covid-19-providing-assistance-renters-homeowners/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-continued-student-loan-payment-relief-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-connecticut/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-california/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-arizona/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/07/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/07/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/07/hhs-announces-allocations-of-cares-act-provider-relief-fund-for-nursing-homes.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funded-project-seeks-identify-children-risk-mis-c
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/coronavirus-covid-19-drugs/coronavirus-treatment-acceleration-program-ctap
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_119
https://coc.senate.gov/hearings
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7985?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7983?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7971?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
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Rep. Craig (D-MN) introduced a bill to grant authority for 
states to enter into interstate compacts or agreements for 
the purpose of procuring COVID-19 tests. 
 
Rep. Yarmuth (D-KY) introduced a bill to provide 
emergency relief to youth, children, and families 
experiencing homelessness in light of COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Davis (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide additional 
temporary supports and flexibilities for older foster youth, 
grandparents, and other kinship families, home visiting for 
pregnant and parenting families, and other child welfare 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to provide direct 
payments to individuals in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

August 6 

The President signed an Executive Order on Ensuring Essential 
Medicines, Medical Countermeasures, and Critical Inputs Are Made in the 
United States aimed at boosting the US supply chain for pharmaceuticals 
and medical supplies and equipment. 
 
President Trump tweeted he has instructed his staff to continue working 
on potential executive orders related to a payroll tax cut, eviction 
protections, unemployment extensions, and student loan repayment 
options. He later said he may sign the orders as early as tomorrow 
afternoon. 
 
The Federal Reserve updated Main Street Lending Program FAQs for 
nonprofit organizations and provided a report to Congress on outstanding 
lending facilities authorized by the Board. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $8.2 million in 
CARES Act funding to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small 
businesses in Arkansas respond to COVID-19. It also announced it 
invested CARES Act funding in Michigan and Ohio to boost economic 
development programs to help the states respond to the pandemic. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a clinical trial testing 
remdesivir plus interferon beta-1a for COVID-19 treatment is underway. 
 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) met with Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
and White House Chief of Staff Meadows at 5:00 PM to 
continue talks on Phase 4 legislation. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “Challenges 
to Safely Reopening K-12 Schools.” 
 
A federal court dismissed House Republicans’ lawsuit 
challenging new House rules that allow for remote voting 
by proxy. 
 
House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis 
Chairman Clyburn (D-SC) sent a letter to Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chairman Powell 
requesting changes in the Main Street Lending Program 
and seeking information on the decision to eliminate the 
job retention requirement. 
 
House committee chairs released a joint oversight 
analysis of the Trump Administration’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and called on the Administration to 
deliver a comprehensive plan to contain the virus and 
safely reopen the economy and schools. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7958?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7950?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7947?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7960?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-ensuring-essential-medicines-medical-countermeasures-critical-inputs-made-united-states/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1291402819287814145
file:///C:/Users/alarmist/Downloads/frequently-asked-questions-faqs-nonprofit.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/files/mself-msnlf-msplf-20200806.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/06/ar.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/06/mi.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/06/oh.htm
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-clinical-trial-testing-remdesivir-plus-interferon-beta-1a-covid-19-treatment-begins
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/VC/VC00/20200806/110964/HHRG-116-VC00-20200806-SD001.pdf
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/2020-08-06.Clyburn%20to%20Mnuchin-Treasury%20and%20Powell-Fed%20re%20MSLP.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/top-house-democrats-release-joint-oversight-analysis-demand-administration
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/AUGUST%202020%20TRUMP%20FAILURES%20080620.pdf
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The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending August 1, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.2 million, a 
decrease of 249,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The State Department lifted its Global Level 4 Health Advisory. The 
Advisory, initially put in place on March 19, 2020, advised U.S. citizens to 
avoid all international travel due to the global impact of COVID-19. 

 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) announced an investigation into health 
and dental insurance companies’ business practices 
following reports of record profit margins during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Wyden (D-OR) introduced a bill to provide for 
affordable coverage of COVID-19 vaccines under 
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP. 
 
Senator Hassan (D-NH) introduced a bill to require reports 
on, and the coordination of trade policy with respect to, 
articles that may be needed to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Senator Toomey (R-PA) introduced a bill to temporarily 
suspend duties on imports of articles needed to combat 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Sanders (I-VT) introduced a bill to impose an 
emergency tax on the increase in wealth of billionaires 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in order to pay for all of 
the out of pocket healthcare expenses of the uninsured 
and under-insured, including prescription drugs, for one 
year. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to ensure 
coverage of a COVID-19 vaccine and treatment. 
 
Senator Peters (D-MI) introduced a bill to establish an 
interagency COVID-19 misinformation and disinformation 
task force. 
 
Senator Hassan (D-NH) introduced a bill to extend the 
period with respect to which amounts under the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund may be expended. 

August 5 

President Trump met with Arizona Governor Ducey to discuss federal 
support for Arizona’s COVID-19 response efforts. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
Secretary Azar will lead a delegation to Taiwan in the coming days, where 

Senators Collins (R-ME), McSally (R-AZ), and Romney 
(R-UT) introduced a bill to extend expired unemployment 
insurance benefits through the end of the year. 
 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200806
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200806
https://www.state.gov/lifting-of-global-level-4-global-health-advisory/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-announces-investigation-into-health-and-dental-insurance-companies
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4509?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4501?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4497?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4490?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4469?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4499/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4494?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-meeting-governor-ducey-arizona/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/04/hhs-secretary-alex-azar-lead-delegation-taiwan-in-first-visit-by-us-hhs-secretary.html
https://www.romney.senate.gov/romney-collins-mcsally-introduce-measure-extend-expired-ui-benefits-through-end-year
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he will meet with counterparts to discuss, among other things, the COVID-
19 response and global health. 
 
HHS and the Department of Defense (DOD) announced an agreement 
with Johnson & Johnson to demonstrate large-scale manufacturing and 
delivery of the company’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate, of which the 
government will own 100 million doses. 
 
  
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced the NIH-Moderna 
investigational COVID-19 vaccine shows promise in mouse studies as 
part of Phase 3 clinical testing. 
 
NIH launched the Medical Imaging and Data Resource Center (MIDRC), a 
collaborative network to enlist medical imaging and clinical data sciences 
to reveal unique features of COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it will authorize 
Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) to extend deadlines for premium 
and administrative fee payments, defer the resulting interest accrual, and 
allow other flexibilities to help farmers, ranchers, and insurance providers 
due to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $5.7 million in 
CARES Act funding to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small 
businesses in Michigan respond to coronavirus. It also invested $3.3 
million in CARES Act funding to boost economic development programs to 
help Illinois respond to the virus. 
 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced it awarded a 
$2.48 million contract to Lavi Industries for acrylic barriers and associated 
equipment to be installed at TSA security checkpoints at 37 priority 
airports nationwide. 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee Chair DeGette (D-CO) sent a letter to 
White House Coronavirus Task Force Coordinator Dr. 
Deborah Birx and Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Secretary Azar requesting information on the 
development of a national COVID-19 vaccine plan. 
 
16 Republican senators, including Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Committee Chairman Wicker 
(R-MS), sent a letter to Senate leadership to express 
support for a clean extension of the CARES Act Payroll 
Support Program for passenger air carriers employees. 
The program is set to expire at the end of September. 
 
Senators Young (R-IN) and Hassan (D-NH) introduced the 
Advancing Teachers and Home Office Modernization for 
Employees (AT HOME) Act to help alleviate costs 
Americans have incurred as they work from home due to 
the coronavirus. 
 
Senator Warner (D-VA) introduced a bill to provide 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance to individuals with 
mixed income sources.  
 
Senator Bennet (D-CO) introduced a bill to waive 
Paycheck Protection Program affiliation rules for tribal 
business concerns with the same employer identification 
number. 
 
Senator Stabenow (D-MI) introduced a bill to protect the 
continuity of the food supply chain in response to COVID-
19. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to require SBA 
PPP reporting. 
 
Senator Cassidy (R-LA) introduced a bill to grant the 
authority for state to enter into interstate compacts or 
agreements to procure COVID-19 tests. 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/05/hhs-dod-collaborate-with-johnson-and-johnson-to-produce-millions-of-covid-19-investigational-vaccine-doses.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-moderna-investigational-covid-19-vaccine-shows-promise-mouse-studies
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-harnesses-ai-covid-19-diagnosis-treatment-monitoring
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/08/05/usda-extends-deadlines-defers-interest-accrual-due-covid-19
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/05/mi.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/05/il.htm
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2020/08/05/tsa-awards-248m-acrylic-barrier-contract-effort-contain-covid-19
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/TaskForce.HHS_.8.5.2020.COVID%20Vaccine%20Distribution.final_.pdf
https://www.hassan.senate.gov/news/press-releases/young-hassan-introduce-at-home-act-to-help-offset-remote-work-expenses
https://www.young.senate.gov/download/08/04/2020/bill-text
https://www.young.senate.gov/download/08/04/2020/bill-text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4442/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4446/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4453/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4455/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4458?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
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Senator Cortez Masto (D-NV) introduced a bill to 
temporarily modify child nutrition programs due to COVID-
19. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to require any 
COVID-19 drug developed in whole or in part with federal 
support to be affordable and accessible by prohibiting 
monopolies and price gouging. 

August 4 

While negotiations around Phase 4 legislation continue to stall, the White 
House is considering executive orders to extend expired enhanced 
unemployment benefits and an eviction moratorium and to suspend 
payroll tax collection. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) published FAQs on Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loan forgiveness and updated its report on PPP 
approvals through July 31.  
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small businesses across Illinois, 
Florida, and Iowa respond to coronavirus. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced the start of two clinical 
trials to test antibodies and other experimental therapeutics to treat mild 
and moderate COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a 
policy that will allow issuers to offer temporary premium reductions for 
individuals with 2020 coverage in the individual and small group markets 
to provide additional flexibility during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its COVID-19 Drug 
Shortages Response webpage to provide information regarding in-use 
time for certain drugs during the public health emergency.  
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a WatchBlog on 
“The Tech Behind COVID-19 Contact Tracing.” 

Reps. Khanna (D-CA) and Schiff (D-CA) sent a letter to 
House and Senate leadership calling for mask-related 
provisions to be included in upcoming COVID-19 
legislation. 
 
Senator Manchin (D-WV) introduced a bill to prohibit the 
closure of postal facilities during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Senator Brown (D-OH) introduced a bill to temporarily 
modify certain Medicare requirements for hospice care 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Sanchez (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide the 
option to extend COBRA continuation coverage through 
the last day of the 1-year period succeeding the COVID-
19 emergency period. 
 
Rep. Foxx (R-NC) introduced a bill to establish a 
commission to review certain regulatory obstacles to 
preparedness for, response to, and recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Comer (R-KY) introduced a bill to authorize the 
President to suspend or waive civil enforcement of any 
rule for certain purposes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Comer (R-KY) introduced a bill to minimize 
increases in the cost of complying with federal rules 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 

August 3 

President Trump signed an Executive Order on Improving Rural Health 
and Telehealth Access, which directs the federal government to launch a 
joint initiative in 30 days to improve healthcare communication 
infrastructure and expand rural healthcare services. Consistent with the 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) met with Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
and White House Chief of Staff Meadows this afternoon to 
continue negotiations on Phase 4 legislation. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4447?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4439?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=4
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP%20Loan%20Forgiveness%20FAQs%208-4-20.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/PPP_Report_Public%20-%202020-08-01-508.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/04/il.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/04/fl.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/04/ia.htm
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-clinical-trial-test-antibodies-other-experimental-therapeutics-mild-moderate-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-temporary-policy-premium-reductions
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/coronavirus-covid-19-drugs/drug-shortages-response-covid-19
https://blog.gao.gov/2020/08/04/the-tech-behind-covid-19-contact-tracing/?utm_campaign=usgao_email&utm_content=daybook&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://schiff.house.gov/imo/media/doc/8.4.20_Mask_Provisions_Letter_to_Leadership.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4435?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4423?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7942?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7929?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7923?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7922?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=4
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-improving-rural-health-telehealth-access/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-improving-rural-health-telehealth-access/
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Executive Order, the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) 
announced proposed changes to permanently expand telehealth benefits 
for Medicare beneficiaries beyond the COVID-19 public health emergency 
and to advance access to care in rural areas. 
 
The President signed memoranda extending the use of the National 
Guard to respond to COVID-19 and facilitate economic recovery in Texas 
and Florida through December 31. In another memorandum, the President 
said he will terminate the 100% federal cost share for use of National 
Guard forces on August 21 in Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands. 
 
Vice President Pence led a briefing with governors on COVID-19 
response and best practices. Officials confirmed that the federal 
government has received several Title 32 extension requests from states 
and that the President will make a decision on those requests in the 
coming days. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued emergency use 
authorizations (EUAs) to Siemens for the first COVID-19 serology tests 
that display an estimated quantity of antibodies present in the tested 
individual’s blood. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it invested $35.5 million in 
CARES Act funding to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small 
businesses across Pennsylvania respond to coronavirus.  

 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) is expected to 
tee up a vote or votes this week on the CARES Act 
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation 
program, which expired on July 31, ending access to an 
extra $600 per week in unemployment benefits. Senate 
Republicans proposed in the HEALS Act to reduce the 
benefit to $200 per week through October 5. Democrats 
want to extend the program as is into next year. 

July 31 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced the Taxpayer Advocate 
Service (TAS) will begin assisting limited groups of taxpayers to correct 
Economic Impact Payments (EIPs) on August 10.  
 
The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense 
(DOD) announced agreements with Sanofi and GSK to support advanced 
development, including clinical trials and large-scale manufacturing of 100 
million doses of a COVID-19 investigational adjuvanated vaccine. 
 

The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “The Urgent 
Need for a National Plan to Contain the Coronavirus.”  

 
Senate Banking Committee Chairman Crapo (R-ID) sent a 
letter to Secretary Mnuchin and Chairman Powell 
encouraging them to expand the Main Street Lending 
Program by setting up an asset-based lending program 
and commercial real estate program. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-proposes-expand-telehealth-benefits-permanently-medicare-beneficiaries-beyond
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-texas/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-florida/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-extension-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-080320/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-august-3-2020
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/08/03/pa.htm
https://taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/news/nta-blog-tas-to-assist-correcting-eip-amounts-for-limited-groups-of-taxpayers?source=email
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/31/hhs-dod-partner-sanofi-gsk-commercial-scale-manufacturing-demonstration-project-produce-millions-covid-19-investigational-vaccine-doses.html
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/fauci-redfield-giroir-testify-coronavirus-panel-need-national-coronavirus
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HHS announced more than 59 million COVID-19 tests have been 
completed nationally, averaging over 810,000 daily over the past seven 
days. 
 
HHS extended the application deadline extension for the Phase 2 general 
distribution to Medicaid, Medicaid manage care, Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), and dental providers to August 28. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it is awarding $248.7 
million through seven contracts to develop new technologies to address 
challenges associated with COVID-19 testing. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it authorized the first 
tests that estimate a patient’s antibodies from past SARS-CoV-2 infection.  
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report on 
“COVID-19: Data Quality and Considerations for Modeling and Analysis.” 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded $7.8 million in 
CARES Act Recovery Assistance grants to universities across the nation 
to boost capacity to support regional economic development strategies in 
response to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced a $31 million Defense 
Production Act Title III agreement to strengthen the domestic shipbuilding 
industrial base and retain critical workforce capabilities through the 
disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Rep. Titus (D-NV) introduced a bill to provide grants and 
direct funding for promotion of tourism and healthy and 
safe travel practices in areas recovering from COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Phillips (D-MN) introduced a bill to provide for 
advance refunds of certain net operating losses and 
research expenditures related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Houlahan (D-PA) introduced a bill to direct USAID to 
submit a report on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on learning and global basic education programs. 
 
Rep. Finkenauer (D-IA) introduced a bill to facilitate 
access to safe and secure child care services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Davis (R-IL) introduced a bill to direct payments to 
states to assist in administering elections during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, to adopt voluntary guidelines for 
use of nonvoting election technology, and to prohibit 
payments to states which do not prohibit ballot harvesting. 
 
Rep. Crawford (R-AR) introduced a bill to require DOT to 
support state and local government efforts to provide for 
priority testing of essential critical infrastructure workers 
with respect to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Steil (R-WI) introduced a bill to establish a COVID-
19 Mental Health and Substance Abuse Response Grant 
Program. 
 

July 30 

President Trump visited the American Red Cross headquarters and 
participated in a roundtable on how plasma donation is helping to fight the 
coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced an 
extension of its designation of scarce materials subject to COVID-19 
hoarding prevention measures. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced new 
hospital procedure codes for therapeutics in response to the COVID-19 
public health emergency. CMS and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) took procedural 
steps to bring a bill to the floor that will serve as the 
legislative vehicle for a possible solution to temporary 
pandemic unemployment benefits that are set to expire at 
the end of July. The motion to proceed to the bill was 
agreed to 47-42 and the Senate will resume consideration 
next week. 
 
The Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on 
“Protecting the Reliability of the US Medical Supply Chain 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Part 2).” 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/31/hhs-details-multiple-covid-19-testing-statistics-as-national-test-volume-surges.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/31/hhs-extends-application-deadline-for-medicaid-providers-and-plans-to-reopen-portal-to-certain-medicare-providers.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-delivering-new-covid-19-testing-technologies-meet-us-demand
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-tests-estimate-patients-antibodies-past-sars-cov-2
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/708527.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/31/university-centers.htm
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2296205/dod-announces-31-million-in-defense-production-act-title-iii-covid-19-actions/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7920?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.7920%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7917?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7911?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7909?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7905?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7904?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7893?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=7
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-roundtable-donating-plasma/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/30/2020-16458/extension-of-designation-of-scarce-materials-or-threatened-materials-subject-to-covid-19-hoarding
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-new-hospital-procedure-codes-therapeutics-response-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/part-2-protecting-the-reliability-of-the-us-medical-supply-chain-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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Prevention (CDC) also announced that payment is available to physicians 
and healthcare providers to counsel patients about the importance of self-
isolation after they are tested and prior to the onset of symptoms.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its FAQs on the 
emergency use authorization for remdesivir for certain hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending July 25, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.4 million, an 
increase of 12,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
A Department of Commerce report showed the economy shrank at a 
32.9% annualized rate between April and June, the worst quarterly 
contraction ever recorded.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced 13 products from 
List N, the agency’s list of products expect to kill SARS-CoV-2, have 
completed laboratory testing for use specifically against the virus. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced an order 
disapproving proposed schedules for seven Chinese air carriers, 
attributing the decision in part to “the Chinese government’s own 
restrictions on international flights.” 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report on 
“COVID-19 Contracting: Observations on Federal Contracting in 
Response to the Pandemic.”  

 
The Senate Judiciary Committee marked up S. 4212, the 
Civil Justice for Victims of COVID Act. 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “Protecting Consumers During the Pandemic? An 
Examination of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau.”  
 
The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, 
Global Health, Global Human Rights, and International 
Organizations held a hearing entitled, “Update on the 
COVID-19 Pandemic Response in Africa.”  
 
House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis 
Chairman Clyburn (D-SC) and Small Business Committee 
Chairwoman Velazquez (D-NY) announced an 
investigation into a $500 million SBA contract to process 
Emergency Injury Disaster Loan applications. 
 
Senator Udall (D-NM) introduced a bill to prohibit unfair or 
deceptive acts or practices in connection with the COVID-
19 public health emergency. 
 
Senator Schatz (D-HI) introduced a bill to authorize a 
public service announcement campaign on the efficacy of 
cloth face coverings in reducing the spread of COVID-19 
and to authorize a program to provide cloth face coverings 
to any individual who requests one free of charge. 
 
Senator Alexander (R-TN) introduced a bill to make 
permanent certain telehealth flexibilities under the 
Medicare program related to the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman DeFazio (D-OR) introduced the Healthy Flights 
Act to require passengers to wear masks on airplanes and 
in airports. 
 
Rep. Panetta (D-CA) introduced a bill to direct USDA to 
establish a program to award grants to support agricultural 
fairs or losses sustained due to COVID-19.  

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0730-cms-cdc-provider-reimbursement-available-covid-19.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/137574/download
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200730
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200730
https://www.bea.gov/news/2020/gross-domestic-product-2nd-quarter-2020-advance-estimate-and-annual-update
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-approves-13-products-list-n-effective-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-issues-procedural-order-regarding-chinese-carriers
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/708455.pdf
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/07/30/2020/executive-business-meeting
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4212?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4212%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406783
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearings?ID=BF816795-9F24-43F2-8004-8221BD93997B
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairs-launch-investigation-500-million-contract-sba-emergency-loan-program
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4385/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4391?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4375?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=7
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairs-defazio-and-larsen-lead-18-members-of-congress-on-new-legislation-requiring-passengers-to-wear-masks-on-airplanes-and-in-airports
https://transportation.house.gov/download/2020-07-30-healthy-flights-act-final-text
https://transportation.house.gov/download/2020-07-30-healthy-flights-act-final-text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7883?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
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Rep. Lieu (D-CA) introduced a bill to direct SBA to update 
information to borrowers on the use of EIDL loans to 
respond to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Evans (D-PA) introduced a bill to require the 
provision of notice to homeowners regarding available 
housing relief to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

July 29 

As negotiations around Phase 4 legislation stall, the President suggested 
this morning he would support a short-term extension of unemployment 
benefits and a moratorium on evictions. 
 
Vice President Pence visited a school in Raleigh to discuss safe 
reopening. He also discussed COVID-19 vaccine development at M3-
Wake Research at the North Carolina Biotechnology Center. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it reach an agreement with the US 
Postal Service (USPS) on the material terms and conditions of a loan of 
up to $10 billion pursuant to the CARES Act.   
 
The Federal Reserve announced it extended its temporary US dollar 
liquidity swap lines and the temporary repurchase agreement facility for 
foreign and international monetary authorities – which were established in 
March 2020 to ease strains in global dollar funding markets resulting from 
the COVID-19 shock – through March 31, 2021.  
 
The Department of Education announced it awarded more than $180 
million in Rethink K-12 Education Models Grant funding to 11 states to 
serve students during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the Farmers to 
Families Food Box Program has distributed over 50 million food boxes in 
support of farmer sand families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced it acted on requests 
from Hawaiian Airlines and Silver Airways for exemption from CARES Act 
airline services obligations. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) posted a new template for 
commercial developers to develop and submit emergency use 
authorization (EUA) requests for COVID-19 diagnostic tests that can be 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority Leader Schumer 
(D-NY), Treasury Secretary Mnuchin, and White House 
Chief of Staff Meadows met again this afternoon to 
continue negotiations on Phase 4 legislation. 
 
The Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee 
held a hearing on “Lessons Learned from Remote 
Working During COVID-19: Can the Government Save 
Money Through Maximizing Efficient Use of Leased 
Space?” 
 
The Senate Indian Affairs Committee held a hearing on 
“Preparing to Head Back to Class: Addressing How to 
Safely Reopen Bureau of Indian Education Schools.”  
 
The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee held a hearing 
on “VA Telehealth During and Beyond COVID-10: 
Challenges and Opportunities in Rural America.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Rural 
Development, Agriculture, Trade, and Entrepreneurship 
held a hearing on “Kick Starting Entrepreneurship and 
Main Street Economic Recovery.” 
 
The House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Health 
held a hearing entitled “Who’s in Charge? Examining 
Oversight of State Veterans Homes During the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis 
Chairman Clyburn (D-SC), Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee Chairman DeFazio (D-OR), and 
Financial Services Committee Chairwoman Waters (D-
CA) wrote a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin asking 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7880?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7858?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=3
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1071
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200729b.htm
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-awards-more-180-million-states-rethinking-k-12-education-better-meet-students%E2%80%99-needs-during-coronavirus-disruption
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/07/29/farmers-families-food-box-program-reaches-50-million-boxes
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/cares-act-air-service-exemptions-hawaiian-airlines-and-silver-airways-extensions
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-posts-new-template-home-and-over-counter-diagnostic-tests-use-non
https://www.fda.gov/media/140615/download
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=1EEAF1B8-B954-4C1B-965E-02BD49EF4E71
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearing/oversight-hearing-preparing-head-back-class-addressing-how-safely-reopen-bureau-indian
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/va-telehealth-during-and-beyond-covid-19-challenges-and-opportunities-in-rural-america
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3379
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performed entirely at home, or in other settings besides a lab, without a 
prescription.  
 
The Department of State published an update on US leadership in the 
global response to COVID-19. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a Science & Tech 
Spotlight on contact tracing apps. 

questions about the Department’s administration of the 
Payroll Support Program. Specifically, the Chairs suggest 
that Treasury is providing funds to at least 12 airline 
industry contracts that recently laid off thousands of 
workers, contrary to congressional intent. 
 
Senator Bennet (D-CO) introduced a bill to allow states to 
provide coverage under Medicaid for vaccines and 
treatment for COVID-19 for uninsured individuals without 
the imposition of cost sharing requirements. 
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to prohibit water 
and power shutoffs during the COVID-19 emergency 
period and provide drinking and waste water assistance to 
households. 
 
Senator Reed (D-RI) introduced a bill to automatically 
extend and adjust enhanced unemployment assistance 
for the duration of the COVID-19 emergency and 
economic crisis. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to require USDA to 
make recourse loans available to commercial processors 
of dairy products during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Whitehouse (D-RI) introduced a bill to require 
states and hospitals to report COVID-19 health data 
directly to the CDC. 
 
Senator Van Hollen (D-MD) introduced a bill to provide 
immediate relief for patients from certain medical debt 
collection efforts during an immediately after the COVID-
19 emergency.  
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to automatically 
extend and adjust enhanced unemployment assistance 
for the duration of the COVID-19 emergency and 
economic crisis. 
 
Rep. Matsui (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide for certain 
temporary waivers with respect to the 340B drug discount 
program due to the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

https://www.state.gov/update-the-united-states-continues-to-lead-the-global-response-to-covid-19-5/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/708405.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/708405.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4358/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4362/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4361?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4354?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4351?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4350?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7821/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7838?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 36 

 
Rep. Khanna (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide, 
manufacture, and distribute high quality face masks for 
every individual in the US during the COVID-19 
emergency using the DPA and other means. 
 
Rep. Davis (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide protections 
to Social Security and Supplemental Security Income 
beneficiaries relating to extra payments due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Buck (R-CO) introduced a bill to create increase 
opportunities for savings to HAS, MSA, and FSA plans to 
mitigate the financial strain on families caused by COVID-
19. 
 
Rep. Bost (R-IL) introduced a bill to provide emergency 
grants for essential community facilities and temporary 
installations needed in response to COVID-19 pandemic 
in rural areas. 
 
Rep. Taylor (R-TX) introduced a bill to require Treasury to 
establish a HOPE Preferred Equity Facility to guarantee 
certain financial investments of commercial borrowers 
affected by COVID-19.  
 
Rep. Thompson (R-PA) introduced a bill to extend the 
period with respect to which amounts under the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund may be expended. 
 
Rep. Gooden (R-TX) introduced a bill to strip foreign 
sovereign immunity of certain foreign states to secure 
justice for victims of COVID-19. 

July 28 

The Federal Reserve announced it is extending through December 31 all 
of its lending facilities that were scheduled to expire on or around 
September 30 (the Primary Dealer Credit Facility, Money Market Mutual 
Fund Liquidity Facility, Primary and Secondary Market Corporate Credit 
Facilities, Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility, Paycheck 
Protection Program Liquidity Facility, and the Main Street Lending 
Program). The Municipal Liquidity Facility is already scheduled to expire 
on December 31 and the Commercial Paper Funding Facility on March 
17, 2021. 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said that he 
opposes non-coronavirus-related measures in Phase 4 
legislation. The HEALS Act includes $1.75 billion for a 
new FBI headquarters, an Administration priority. 
 
The Senate Republican Policy Committee (RPC) 
published an update on the coronavirus response, 
including a summary of the HEALS Act. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7836?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7830?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7825?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7823?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7809?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7854?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7818?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200728a.htm
https://www.rpc.senate.gov/policy-papers/update-on-the-coronavirus-response-heals-act
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The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued final regulations and other 
guidance on the business interest expense deduction limitation pursuant 
to the CARES Act. The other guidance includes proposed regulations on 
various business interest expense deduction limitations not address in the 
final regulations, a notice pertaining to qualified residential living facility 
mangers and operators, and FAQs regarding the aggregation rules for 
small business exemptions.  
 
The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS), Energy (DOE), 
and Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a COVID-19 Insights Partnership to 
coordinate and share health data and research and expertise. 
 
HHS issued a report showing utilization trends of telehealth services for 
primary care delivery in Fee-for-Service Medicare in the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) reported that two doses of an 
experimental vaccine to prevent COVID-19 induced robust immune 
responses and rapidly controlled the virus in the upper and lower airways 
in nonhuman primates. The candidate vaccine was codeveloped by the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and Moderna. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released its first 
monthly update and FAQs on the impacts of COVID-19 on Medicare 
beneficiaries.  
 
The US International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) announced 
a letter of interest to provide a $765 million loan to support the launch of 
Kodak Pharmaceuticals under new authority that enables DFC and the 
Department of Defense (DOD) to collaborate in support of the domestic 
response to COVID-19 under the Defense Production Act. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced over $273 million in 
grants to 184 airports, including $31 million in CARES Act grants.  

The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee held a hearing on “Oversight of COVID-19 
Financial Relief Packages.” 
 
The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Federal 
Management held a hearing on “Modernizing Telework: 
Review of Private Sector Telework Policies During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on 
“Protecting the Reliability of the US Medical Supply Chain 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Part 1).” 
 
The Joint Economic Committee held a hearing on 
“Reducing Uncertainty and Restoring Confidence During 
the Coronavirus Recession.” 
 
Senator Stabenow (D-MI) and House Oversight and 
Reform Chairwoman Maloney (D-NY) asked the GAO to 
investigate the discovery and development of authorized 
COVID-19 treatment remdesivir. 
 
Senator Sanders (I-VT) introduced a bill to provide, 
manufacture, and distribute high quality face masks for 
every individual in the US during the COVID-19 
emergency using the Defense Production Act and other 
means. 
 
Senator Cassidy (R-LA) introduced a bill to require a GAO 
study and report on rural health access during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to ensure that a 
state or local jurisdiction is ineligible to receive or use 
funds allocated to address COVID-19 if it discriminates 
against religious individuals or institutions. 
 
Senator Schatz (D-HI) introduced a bill to establish a 
Coronavirus Rapid Response Federal Labor-Management 
Task Force. 
 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-issues-final-regulations-and-other-guidance-on-business-interest-expense-deduction-limitation
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/td_9905_reg_106089_18.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/nprm_reg_107911_18.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-20-59.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/faqs-regarding-the-aggregation-rules-under-section-448c2-that-apply-to-the-section-163j-small-business-exemption
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/28/doe-hhs-va-announce-covid-19-insights-partnership.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/28/hhs-issues-new-report-highlighting-dramatic-trends-in-medicare-beneficiary-telehealth-utilization-amid-covid-19.html
https://www.aspe.hhs.gov/pdf-report/medicare-beneficiary-use-telehealth
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/experimental-covid-19-vaccine-protects-upper-lower-airways-nonhuman-primates
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-updates-data-covid-19-impacts-medicare-beneficiaries
https://www.cms.gov/research-statistics-data-systems/preliminary-medicare-covid-19-data-snapshot
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-covid-19-data-snapshot-faqs.pdf
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/dfc-sign-letter-interest-investment-kodaks-expansion-pharmaceuticals
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-over-273-million-grants-184
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/oversight-of-covid-19-financial-relief-packages
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/modernizing-telework-review-of-private-sector-telework-policies-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/part-1-protecting-the-reliability-of-the-us-medical-supply-chain-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?id=9AB5D105-6533-49C0-A1F9-0C7FC627A29C
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/senator-stabenow-and-house-oversight-committee-chairwoman-maloney-seek-gao-s
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4339/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4348?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4340?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4347?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
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Senator Tester (D-MT) introduced a bill to provide a tax 
credit to live event venues that provided refunds on tickets 
for events that were cancelled due to the pandemic. 

July 27 

President Trump delivered remarks on testing and vaccines during a visit 
to Fujifilm Diosynth Biotechnologies in North Carolina.  
 
Vice President Pence participated in a roundtable on Phase 3 COVID-19 
vaccine trials in Miami. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated Paycheck Protection 
Program Round 2 data. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
reserved the available advanced manufacturing capability and capacities 
of the Center for Innovation in Advanced Development and Manufacturing 
at the Texas A&M University System for use in manufacturing COVID-19 
vaccines. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it began a Phase 3 
clinical trial in partnership with Moderna to evaluate an investigational 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said that 
committee chairs will this evening introduce elements of 
Republicans’ Phase 4 proposal, the HEALS Act (Health, 
Economic Assistance, Liability Protections, and Schools). 
It will include another round of $1,200 Economic Impact 
Payments, a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
expansion, funding to support schools reopening and for 
testing, treatment, and vaccines, liability protections, and 
a scaled back temporary federal pandemic unemployment 
insurance program. 
 
In a statement, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) invited “the 
Republican leadership of the House and Senate and 
representatives of the President to come to the Speaker’s 
Office and join Leader Schumer and me within a half an 
hour of releasing their [Phase 4] plan today to negotiate 
and get the job done.” 
 
Senator Cornyn (R-TX) introduced the SAFE TO WORK 
Act to temporarily limit liability for COVID-19 exposure 
claims for frontline workers and small business owners. 
 
Senate Small Business Committee Chairman Rubio (R-
FL) introduced the Continuing Small Business Recovery 
and Paycheck Protection Program Act to expand upon the 
PPP and to create a new long-term recovery loan program 
(see section-by-section here and one pager here). 
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) 
introduced the American Workers, Families, and 
Employers Assistance Act to provide further relief for 
workers and assistance to individuals, families and 
employers to reopen the economy (see section-by-section 
here). 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) introduced the 
Safely Back to School and Back to Work Act to help 
manage student debt, expand school choice, and provide 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4344?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-press-briefing-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-roundtable-phase-3-covid-19-vaccine-trials-miami-fl/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/27/hhs-reserves-and-rapidly-expands-manufacturing-capacity-for-covid-19-vaccines-at-texas-center.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/phase-3-clinical-trial-investigational-vaccine-covid-19-begins
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/72720
https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/content/news/cornyn-measure-will-protect-health-care-providers-schools-charities-and-small
https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/sites/default/files/SAFETOWORKAct.pdf
https://www.cornyn.senate.gov/sites/default/files/SAFETOWORKAct.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=71C28480-6AEF-43FE-847B-B165A1459156
https://www.collins.senate.gov/sites/default/files/continuing-small-business-recovery-and-paycheck-protection-program-act.pdf
https://www.collins.senate.gov/sites/default/files/continuing-small-business-recovery-and-paycheck-protection-program-act.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/20f62534-9e98-4d28-9c28-8f36ad06444b/02741A2731C1AA4D4EBA0287B6E0DE49.continuing-small-business-recovery-and-paycheck-protection-program-act-section-by-section-final-updated-1-.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/c4dddaa9-e351-4bdc-ba65-739fc0ccd32f/66EBDD7DC21956B31F55F83D611D3E8D.continuing-small-business-recovery-and-paycheck-protection-program-act-one-pager-final-updated-1-.pdf
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-releases-finance-committee-provisions-next-coronavirus-relief
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SFC%20CARES%202.0%20Legislative%20Text.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SFC%20CARES%202.0%20Legislative%20Text.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SFC%20CARES%202.0%20Section-by-Section.pdf
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=CE5CC476-A169-487C-8E51-CEB06DC812E5
https://www.help.senate.gov/download/safely-back-to-school-and-back-to-work-act-section-by-section
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more child care (see one pagers on student loans, school 
choice, and child care provisions). 
 
Senator Graham (R-SC) introduced the Restoring Critical 
Supply Chains and Intellectual Property Act to provide tax 
credits and incentives for domestic PPE production. 
 
Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Shelby (R-
AL) introduced the Coronavirus Response Additional 
Supplemental Appropriations Act to provide $306 billion in 
emergency appropriations to address the COVID-19 
pandemic (see summary here). 
 
Senator Romney (R-UT) introduced the bipartisan Time to 
Rescue United States’ Trusts (TRUST) Act to create a 
process to rescue endangered federal trust funds (see 
one paper here and section-by-section here). 
 
Senator McSally (R-AZ) introduced a bill to provide for the 
use of additional funds for transportation projects that 
were affected by COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Marshall (R-KS) introduced a bill to prohibit abortion 
providers from receiving a covered loan under the 
Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
Rep. Lesko (R-AZ) introduced a bill to require Planned 
Parenthood and its affiliates to return PPP funds. 
 
Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
award grants to state, local, and tribal public health 
departments to train and equip federal public health 
reserve corps personnel to assist with COVID-19 testing, 
contact tracing, and treatment. 
 
Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced a bill to extend existing 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program flexibilities for 
states during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

July 26 

The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense 
(DOD) announced a $7.6 million award to Hologic Inc. to expand 
production of custom sample collection and processing consumables for 
COVID-19 testing.  

 

https://www.help.senate.gov/download/simplifying-student-loan-repayment-one-pager
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Education%20Freedom%20Scholarships%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Education%20Freedom%20Scholarships%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Back%20to%20Work%20Child%20Care%20Grants%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.lgraham.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=9D1820B2-EC0C-4462-831D-8FE9C0DC467D
https://www.lgraham.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/bac7d1c0-a7ba-4ace-bb1a-59cdd09bfa51/bai20728---domestic-manufacturing.pdf
https://www.lgraham.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/bac7d1c0-a7ba-4ace-bb1a-59cdd09bfa51/bai20728---domestic-manufacturing.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/shelby-introduces-emergency-coronavirus-funding-package
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/TJS05MAH.PDF
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/TJS05MAH.PDF
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/phase-iv-coronavirus-emergency-supplemental
https://www.romney.senate.gov/romney-bipartisan-coalition-introduce-trust-act-inclusion-next-relief-package
https://www.romney.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/ALB20A87.pdf
https://www.romney.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/ALB20A87.pdf
https://www.romney.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/trust%20act_phase%204_1.pdf
https://www.romney.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/TRUST%20Act%20of%202020%20Section%20by%20Section.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4332?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7792/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7802/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7801?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7794?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/26/hhs-dod-invest-7-6m-hologic-expand-production-custom-sample-collection-processing-consumables-covid-19-tests.html
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The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Agency (BARDA) 
expanded its contract with Moderna to provide an additional $472 million 
to support late stage clinical development of its vaccine candidate.   

July 25 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 report. 

 

July 24 

Vice President Pence participated in a roundtable on safety reopening 
schools in Indianapolis. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized the first diagnostic 
test for screening of people without known or suspected COVID-19 
infection updated its COVID-19 Response At-a-Glance Summary. 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) released a joint statement criticizing 
Senate Republicans for not introducing a Phase 4 relief 
proposal this week.  
 
In a schedule update, House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-
MD) asked members to keep their schedules flexible the 
week of August 3 for possible consideration of COVID 
relief legislation. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Environment held a hearing on “FEMA’s Natural Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Efforts During the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.” 

July 23 

The Federal Reserve announced it expanded the set of firms eligible to 
transact with and provide services in three emergency lending facilities, 
the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan (TALF), Secondary Market 
Corporate Credit Facility, and Commercial Paper Funding Facility. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) released a Procedural Notice 
for lender submission of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan 
forgiveness decisions to SBA and SBA forgiveness loan reviews. The 
PPP Forgiveness Platform will go live and begin accepting lender 
submissions on August 10, subject to any legislative changes. 
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar said he renewed the 
COVID-19 national public health emergency declaration, extending it for 
another 90 days. It had been set to expire on July 25. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released new 
resources for schools to reopen this fall. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending July 18, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.4 million, an 
increase of 109,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 

The Senate Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“Capital Access for Minority Small Businesses: COVID-19 
Resources for an Equitable and Sustainable Recovery.”  
 
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing to “Examine the Impacts of the COVID-19 
Pandemic on Users of Public Lands, Forests, and 
National Parks.” 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “The HEROES Act: Providing for a Strong Economic 
Recovery from COVID-19.” 
 
The House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Early 
Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education held a 
hearing on “Underfunding & Underprepared: Examining 
How to Overcome Obstacles to Safely Reopen Public 
Schools.” 
 
Senator King (I-ME) introduced a bill to authorize HHS to 
award grants to eligible entities to conduct testing and 

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200726005025/en/Moderna-Announces-Expansion-BARDA-Agreement-Support-Larger
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-roundtable-safely-reopening-schools-indianapolis/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-screening-people-without-known-or
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/72420
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/fema-s-natural-disaster-preparedness-and-response-efforts-during-the
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200723a.htm
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/5000-20038.pdf
https://twitter.com/SecAzar/status/1286426652734631938
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0723-new-resources-tools-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200723
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200723
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=4B7913A8-8F34-451D-BBFC-FA095B822809
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=CA7B5008-E4B0-44CA-8EDA-0F0EA7EAB851
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406761
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/underfunded-and-unprepared-examining-how-to-overcome-obstacles-to-safely-reopen-public-schools-
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4315?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=14
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it added 32 
surface disinfectants to List N, a list of products expected to kill SARS-
CoV-2. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced it 
approved a $18.4 million grant for Nevada to purchase personal protective 
equipment. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a business review letter to 
announce it will not challenge proposed efforts by several pharmaceutical 
companies to share information that could enable them to expedite 
production of monoclonal antibody treatments for COVID-19. 

contact tracing and related activities for COVID-19 
through mobile health units and residences. 
 
Senator Warner (D-VA) introduced a bill to prohibit in-
person instructional requirements during the COVID-19 
emergency.  
 
Senator Young (R-IN) introduced a bill to utilize national 
service programs to directly respond to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Cortez Masto (D-NM) introduced a bill to provide 
grants for tourism and events support and promotion in 
areas affected by COVID-19. 
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to promote 
airline passenger safety during the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Senator Sinema (D-AZ) introduced a bill to include special 
districts in the Coronavirus Relief Fund and to include 
special districts as an eligible issuer under the Municipal 
Lending Facility. 
 
Rep. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced a bill to temporarily 
modify child nutrition programs due to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Torres Small (D-NM) introduced a bill to provide 
continued support for workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Swalwell (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide for 
student loan forgiveness for public service workers whose 
employment may have been affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Spanberger (D-VA) introduced a bill to make a 
supplemental appropriations for the FCC COVID-19 
Telehealth Program. 
 
Rep. Smith (R-MO) introduced a bill to authorize HHS to 
forgive the repayment, extend the timeline of repayment, 
and lower the interest rate of Medicare hospital 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-provides-consumers-additional-options-covid-19-disinfectants
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/07/23/state-nevada-receives-184-million-grant-ppe
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-issues-business-review-letter-monoclonal-antibody-manufacturers-expedite
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4310?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4302?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4299/cosponsors?q=%7b%22search%22:%5b%22covid%22%5d%7d&r=17&s=4&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4293?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4308?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7764?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7762?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7761?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7760?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7759?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
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accelerated payments made during the COVID-19 public 
health emergency. 
 
Rep. Scott (R-GA) introduced a bill to provide assistance 
to rural health, education, and public safety facilities 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Lujan (D-NM) introduced a bill to prohibit unfair or 
deceptive acts or practices in connection with the COVID-
19 public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Hill (R-AR) introduced a bill to establish a formula 
grant program to provide funds to assist educational 
agencies with expenses related to resuming educational 
activities during the 2020-2021 school year arising from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Harder (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish a grant 
program to address the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on state and local fairs. 
 
Rep. Davidson (R-OH) introduced a bill to require a report 
on potential Bill of Rights violations during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Cicilline (D-RI) introduced a bill to promote airline 
passenger safety during the COVID-19 health emergency. 
 
Rep. Kind (D-WI) introduced a bill to provide a tax credit to 
live event venues that provided refunds on tickets for 
events cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

July 22 

The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense 
(DOD) announced an agreement with Pfizer for large-scale production 
and nationwide delivery of 100 million doses of a COVID-19 vaccine once 
manufactured and approved. The agreement also provides for the US 
government to acquire an additional 500 million doses. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its summary of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 data. SBA also published 
an Information Notice on guidance regarding identification and reporting of 
suspicious activity in the COVID-19 EIDL loan program. 
 

The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee marked up and advanced S. 4204, the Federal 
Emergency Pandemic Response Act; S. 4210, the 
Securing Healthcare Response and Equipment Act; S. 
4153, the National Response Framework Improvement 
Act; S. 4157, the National Infrastructure Simulation and 
Analysis Center Pandemic Modeling Act; and S. 4158, the 
PPE Supply Chain Transparency Act. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7758?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7750?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7746?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7745?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7742?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7741?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7735?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/22/us-government-engages-pfizer-produce-millions-doses-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/5000-20037-508.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/07/15/2020/business-meeting-
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4204?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4204%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4210?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4210%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4153?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4153%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4153?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4153%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4157%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4158?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+4158%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced new 
initiatives to protect nursing home residents from COVID-19, including 
new funding, enhanced testing, additional technical assistance and 
support, and weekly data on high-risk nursing homes. 
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) leadership published a paper in the 
New England Journal of Medicine detailing it efforts to ramp up COVID-19 
testing technologies. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its FAQs on SARS-
CoV-2 testing. 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Dr. Redfield 
issued a statement saying, “misleading media reports have suggested 
there are 24 times more SARS-CoV-2 infections than reported cases. As 
CDC has been saying, our retrospective estimate is that there were 10 
times more cases than reported from the period where we’ve been 
examining antibody data: March through May.”  

The House Homeland Security Committee held a hearing 
on “Examining the National Response to the Worsening 
Coronavirus Pandemic: Part II.” 
 
Senator Young (R-IN) introduced a bill to require HHS to 
collect, analyze, and report qualitative and quantitative 
data on the use of telehealth during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Senator Moran (R-KS) introduced a bill to establish 
presumptions of service-connection for members of the 
Armed Forces who contract COVID-19 under certain 
circumstances. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to authorize 
appropriations for offsetting costs related to reductions in 
research productivity resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Senator Menendez (D-NJ) introduced a bill to direct HHS 
to develop a plan and make grants with respect to the 
disproportionate impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
racial and ethnic minorities and other vulnerable 
populations. 
 
Senator Menendez (D-NJ) introduced a bill to promote 
access to mortgage credit during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Senator Perdue (R-GA) introduced a bill to establish a 
grant program to assist schools with reopening after 
COVID-related closures. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leaders wrote a letter to FTC Chairman Simons and FDA 
Commissioner Hahn asking what the agencies are doing 
to protect consumers from COVID-related scams. 
 
Rep. Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) introduced a bill to direct 
HHS to carry out a national campaign to increase 
awareness and knowledge of COVID-19. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-new-resources-protect-nursing-home-residents-against-covid-19
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr2022263
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-testing-sars-cov-2
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0722-SARS-CoV-2-infections.html
https://homeland.house.gov/examining-the-national-response-to-the-worsening-coronavirus-pandemic-part-ii
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4289?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=22
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4287?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4286?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4262?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=23
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4260?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=25
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4261?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=24
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAWKBfMzx3nn-t2gBFknbPW8aYMuzetqUkHLILmXutd1oBjy4V8Qaat6O7PRCWGbwKWeVp_jWL7QXlgOXAhg2jN0FqSqCAGlP65gVoxq0zSkLByGz5ncABuHW6-08HD99xQ0ZfV3XO0Gl3jVX6yjduvloA3rdD5wii9Bwgtj7ySYF4gX_P0SeaOei8JAQvIgopeGPwMwCSY4ILOMo9fHq4icpjZe8RxdAo4OqO4wgitavt41QBdLpeAGNjzk5ajTE-c7_31pe05TVd7dzm1lnLWaNofGsdvtJ8ZqrlPhgKLUT9nyjukeR4HZo9eHhXeKAVayrUvh40eW9dEkZCxqPX4KZWpC3VPRF2SaWwGF6Uk=&c=OV9q6L0NUyDqQUsj5C_OnP9t6Zy27IgG1DiXkH_gNYH6tPEJbcf66Q==&ch=nupJdGxGOToDFFEHh7WbTi4PKHE4OjG2708SASFZ1mazEtFXCmlnNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAWKBfMzx3nn-t2gBFknbPW8aYMuzetqUkHLILmXutd1oBjy4V8Qaat6O7PRCWGbr07D2qXN4777YMdTALWvHdQ-dpnBPOFq-E1ycZB68BBpQPjieIYCi5cPnjlOzIk_ys0Coj6u3Fpop06o7sVUIc6BZGiYqFRX7fUokS6PLL0qds1K_a-8zk9DdHtR7Cx90r72LQv-kZSvJpPAqru-FOlyUGSr_O4bUs4ZFgGZUowrc1_s7HjgDgN4uQ23CbVpskY-Mw0VzVjg6TuGufqoAm1RT8dOOJOfOd7IInPEjpOuJCpXk1S8034XsujkZYWXwqoAht6YHHlxzcwvHKCa3vlTwvzCRiXpsZ7uVLyHtdM=&c=OV9q6L0NUyDqQUsj5C_OnP9t6Zy27IgG1DiXkH_gNYH6tPEJbcf66Q==&ch=nupJdGxGOToDFFEHh7WbTi4PKHE4OjG2708SASFZ1mazEtFXCmlnNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAWKBfMzx3nn-t2gBFknbPW8aYMuzetqUkHLILmXutd1oBjy4V8Qaat6O7PRCWGbr07D2qXN4777YMdTALWvHdQ-dpnBPOFq-E1ycZB68BBpQPjieIYCi5cPnjlOzIk_ys0Coj6u3Fpop06o7sVUIc6BZGiYqFRX7fUokS6PLL0qds1K_a-8zk9DdHtR7Cx90r72LQv-kZSvJpPAqru-FOlyUGSr_O4bUs4ZFgGZUowrc1_s7HjgDgN4uQ23CbVpskY-Mw0VzVjg6TuGufqoAm1RT8dOOJOfOd7IInPEjpOuJCpXk1S8034XsujkZYWXwqoAht6YHHlxzcwvHKCa3vlTwvzCRiXpsZ7uVLyHtdM=&c=OV9q6L0NUyDqQUsj5C_OnP9t6Zy27IgG1DiXkH_gNYH6tPEJbcf66Q==&ch=nupJdGxGOToDFFEHh7WbTi4PKHE4OjG2708SASFZ1mazEtFXCmlnNQ==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7732?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=19
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Rep. Roe (R-TN) introduced a bill to establish 
presumptions of service-connection for members of the 
Armed Forces who contract COVID-19 under certain 
circumstances. 
 
Rep. Cisneros (D-CA) introduced a bill to permit child care 
providers that receive payment for services provided 
under the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act to 
use a portion of such payment to pay the cost of 
sanitization and other costs associated with COIVD-19 
necessary to protect the health of participating children 
and child care workers. 

July 21 

Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and White House Chief of Staff Mark 
Meadows attended Senate Republicans’ weekly lunch to discuss Phase 4 
response legislation. Later, they met with Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY). 
 
Vice President Pence held a roundtable on reopening schools with 
Governor McMaster during a visit to the University of South Carolina. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its summary of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 data. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it will maintain the current schedule of 
prices for most payment services that Federal Reserve Banks provide to 
depository institutions in 2021 in light of the uncertainties created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a new 
National Testing Implementation Forum to bring together stakeholders to 
share information and provide input to federal leaders about SARS-CoV-2.  
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced it a Notice of Action 
in response to United Airlines’ request for exemption from the CARES Act 
airline service obligations. 

The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Subcommittee on Manufacturing, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection held a hearing on “Protecting Americans from 
COVID-19 Scams.” 
 
The Senate Aging Committee held a hearing on “The 
COVID-19 Pandemic and Seniors: A Look at Racial 
Health Disparities.”  
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled 
“Pathway to a Vaccine: Efforts to Develop a Safe, 
Effective, and Accessible COVID-19 Vaccine.”  
 
The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigations held a hearing on “Consular Affairs and 
the COVID-19 Crisis: Assessing the State Department’s 
Response to the Pandemic.” 
 
The House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity held a hearing on “Getting Veterans Back to 
Work After COVID-19.” 
 
Senate Appropriations Committee Democrats wrote a 
letter to President Trump calling for the Administration to 
use existing resources to increase production of PPE and 
testing capacity. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7728?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7720?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=21
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-roundtable-governor-mcmaster-mrs-mcmaster-safely-reopening-schools/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/other20200721a.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/21/hhs-announces-national-covid-19-testing-implementation-forum.html
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/cares-act-air-service-exemption-united-airlines-extension
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/7/subcommittee-to-hold-hearing-on-covid-19-scams
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/the-covid-19-pandemic-and-seniors-a-look-at-racial-health-disparities
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-pathway-to-a-vaccine-efforts-to-develop-a-safe-effective-and
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearings?ID=20165BF7-E5E7-4BCE-BE91-386FB080653D
https://veterans.house.gov/events/hearings/getting-veterans-to-work-after-covid-19
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/ppe-letter
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Senator McSally (R-AZ) introduced a bill to strip foreign 
sovereign immunity of certain foreign states to secure 
justice for victims of coronavirus in the United States. 
 
Senator Tillis (R-NC) introduced a bill to ensure the 
protection of human genetic information collected as a 
result of COVID-19 diagnostic testing. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish a grant 
program to provide funds for health care entities to 
establish or improve bias and anti-racism training to help 
reduce racial and ethnic disparities in COVID-19 testing, 
treatment, health outcomes, and vaccine access. 
 
Senator Collins (R-ME) introduced a bill to establish a 
payment program for unexpected loss of markets and 
revenues to timber businesses due to COVID-19. 
 
House Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) introduced the 
Defend COVID Research from Hackers Act to help protect 
advancements towards development of a COVID-19 
vaccine from hackers. 
 
Rep. Schiff (D-WA) introduced a bill to amend the CARES 
Act to provide Pandemic Unemployment Assistance to 
individuals with mixed income sources. 
 
Rep. Tlaib (D-MI) introduced a bill to authorize federal 
banks to purchase COVID-19-related municipal 
issuances. 
 
Rep. Murphy (R-NC) introduced a bill to provide liability 
protection for elementary schools, secondary schools, and 
institutions of higher education during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Curtis (R-UT) introduced a bill to require HHS to 
collect, analyze, and report qualitative and quantitative 
data on the use of telehealth during the COVID-19 
emergency. 

July 20 
President Trump said he will resume daily coronavirus briefings beginning 
tomorrow. 

The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Government Operations held a hearing on “Federal IT 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4212/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4249?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4248?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4233?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.republicanleader.gov/mccarthy-introduces-bill-protecting-americas-covid-19-research-from-hackers/
https://republicanleader.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MCCAR_032_xml-1.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7691/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7717?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7710?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7695?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/federal-it-modernization-how-the-coronavirus-exposed-outdated-systems-0
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President Trump and Treasury Secretary Mnuchin met with Senate 
Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and House Minority Leader McCarthy 
(R-CA) to discuss Phase 4 legislation. In the Oval Office, Mnuchin said the 
“number one issue” is a “technical fix on enhanced unemployment” before 
it expires at the end of the month. He also said there will be tax credits for 
personal protective equipment and a “safe work environment” to 
“incentivize businesses to bring people back to work.” He and McConnell 
also reiterated that the bill will include liability protection. Mnuchin and 
White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows also met with several Senate 
committee chairs. 
 
Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force to discuss local, state, and federal coronavirus 
response and recovery best practices. 
 
The Treasury Department published Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
lender application forms for 1) federally insured depository institutions, 
federally insured credit unions, and farm credit system institutions and 2) 
non-bank and non-insured depository institution lenders. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued guidance 
on civil rights protections prohibiting race, color, and national origin 
discrimination during COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it is extending its 
enforcement discretion policy for certain human cell, tissue, and cellular 
and tissue-based products as a result of challenges presented by COVID-
19. 
 
The FDA issued guidance to help expand the availability of transport 
media used to transport certain clinical specimens for testing during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) published additional guidance for workers 
and employers on how the protections and requirements of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the Family and Medical Leave Act, and the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act as workplaces reopen. 
 
The Department of State published a fact sheet on US support for 
democracy, good governance, and human rights in the global response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Modernization: How the Coronavirus Exposed Outdated 
Systems.” 
 
The Congressional Oversight Commission released its 
third report on CARES Act implementation. Commissioner 
Bharat Ramamurti said the Commission will soon hold its 
first hearing, which will focus on the Main Street Lending 
Program. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee Chair DeGette (D-CO) sent a letter to 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar to “express 
growing concerns regarding the Trump Administration’s 
continued actions to sideline public health officials.” 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) announced the 
Preparing for the Next Pandemic Act to bolster onshore 
manufacturing and state and federal stockpiles. 
 
Senator Tillis (R-NC) introduced a bill to temporarily 
prevent emerging growth companies from losing their 
status during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Fischer (R-NE) introduced a bill to require studies 
on actions taken to expand access to telehealth services 
under Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP during COVID-19. 
 
Senator Portman (R-OH) introduced a bill to provide a 
payroll tax credit for certain expenses associated with 
protection employees from COVID-19. 
 
Senator Ernst (R-IA) introduced a bill to exclude from 
income and payroll taxes compensation received by front-
line employees during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Titus (D-NV) introduced a bill to provide a grant 
program for schools and institutions of higher education to 
help offset costs associated with complying with 
guidelines, recommendations, and other public health 
communications issued by the CDC, or a State, Indian 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-phase-four-negotiations/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices-072020/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Form-3506-PPP--Agreement-for-New-Lenders-Banks-Credit-Unions-FCS-w-seal-fillable-508.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Form-3506-PPP--Agreement-for-New-Lenders-Banks-Credit-Unions-FCS-w-seal-fillable-508.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Form-3507-PPP--Agreement-for-New-Lenders-Non-Bank-Non-Insured-Depository-Institution-Lenders-fillable-508.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/20/ocr-issues-guidance-on-civil-rights-protections-prohibiting-discrimination-during-covid-19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/title-vi-bulletin.pdf?language=en
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-extends-enforcement-discretion-policy-certain-regenerative-medicine-products
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-viral-transport-media-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public-health
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200720-0
https://www.state.gov/u-s-support-for-democracy-good-governance-and-human-rights-in-the-global-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-2/
https://www.toomey.senate.gov/files/documents/Oversight%20Commission%20-%203rd%20Report%20(FINAL)_7.20.20.pdf
https://twitter.com/BharatRamamurti/status/1285236556660441088
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.7.20.%20Letter%20re%20Standing%20Up%20for%20Public%20Health.OI_.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/senate-health-chairman-alexander-introduces-bill-to-prepare-for-the-next-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4218?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4216?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=17
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4214?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4213?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7692?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
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 Tribe, Tribal organization, or locality related to mitigating 
the hazards presented by COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Rouzer (R-NC) introduced a bill to establish a 
payment program for unexpected loss of markets and 
revenues to timber harvesting and timber hauling 
businesses due to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Kennedy (D-MA) introduced a bill to establish a 
program to provide full compensation to any 
essential COVID-19 frontline worker who was seriously 
injured or died as a result of having COVID-19. 

 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to require CDC to 
create a standardized method for state, tribal, and local 
health departments to report to the CDC with respect to 
COVID-19.  
 
Rep. Vela (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a COVID-
19 Victims Compensation Fund. 
 
Rep. Vela (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a COVID-
19 Small Business Recovery Fund. 

July 19 
The Treasury Department published data collection guidance for the 
CARES Act Payroll Support Program. 

 

July 18 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued the first emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for sample pooling in diagnostic testing. 

 

July 17 

In testimony before the House Small Business Committee, Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin said, “we anticipate that additional relief will be 
targeted to certain industries, smaller businesses, and lower- to middle-
income families that have been especially hard-hit by the pandemic.” He 
specifically cited retail and travel as industries that will require additional 
relief and added that “a next phase of relief should extend the [Paycheck 
Protection Program], but on a more targeted basis for smaller companies 
and those that have been especially hard hit by the pandemic, such as 
restaurants, hotels, and other travel and hospitality businesses.” He urged 
Congress to pass an additional package by the end of July.  
 
The Federal Reserve announced it modified the Main Street Lending 
Program to provide greater access to credit for nonprofit organizations 
such as educational institutions, hospitals, and social service 
organizations. The Board approved two new loan options detailed in new 

The House Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“Oversight of the Small Business Administration and 
Department of Treasury Pandemic Programs.” 
 
The House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Social 
Security held a hearing on “The Impact of COVID-19 on 
Social Security and its Beneficiaries.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing entitled, “Former 
Federal Reserve Chairs on Responding to Our Nation’s 
Economic Crisis.” 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7690?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7686?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7674?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7672?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7671?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=14
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Compliance-Data-Collection-Template-Guidance.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-first-emergency-authorization-sample-pooling-diagnostic
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1065
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200717a.htm
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3347
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/impact-covid-19-social-security-and-its-beneficiaries
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/bernanke-yellen-testify-coronavirus-panel-hearing-federal-response-economic
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Nonprofit Organization Expanded Loan Facility and Nonprofit Organization 
New Loan Facility Term Sheets.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it will 
begin distributing $10 billion next week in a second round of funding to 
hospitals in high impact COVID-19 areas. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will not release 
guidance for reopening schools this week as planned, a spokesperson 
confirmed, and will instead publish recommendations by the end of the 
month. 

July 16 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will extend the limitation on 
travel at land ports of entry with Canada and Mexico until August 20. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending July 11, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.3 million, a 
decrease of 10,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it is allocating $400 
million of its coronavirus relief funding to enhance the Department’s 
emergency relief response for veterans experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small businesses in Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Tennessee.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it will close its 
COVID-19 Industry Hotline at 8:00 PM on July 17. Industry and laboratory 
questions should refer to the Contacts for Medical Devices During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic directory moving forward. 

The House Financial Services Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing on “Protecting 
Homeowners During the Pandemic: Oversight of 
Mortgage Servicers’ Implementation of the CARES Act.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Innovation 
and Workforce Development held a hearing on “Putting 
America Back to Work: The Role of Workforce 
Development and Small Business Rehiring.” 
 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) announced the 
Prioritized Paycheck Protection Program Act (P4), which 
would extend the PPP through the end of 2020 and 
provide an option for a second PPP loan for eligible small 
businesses. 
 
Senate Democrats announced the Economic Justice Act, 
which would reprogram $200 million in unspent CARES 
Act funds provided to the Treasury Department and 
Federal Reserve to make investments in communities of 
color. 
 
A bipartisan group of House lawmakers led by Reps. 
DelBene (D-WA), Heck (D-WA), Walorski (R-IN), and 
McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) wrote a letter to Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) Commissioner Rettig calling on 
the agency to resolve issues around Economic Impact 
Payments. 
 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200717a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200717a2.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200717a2.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/17/hhs-begin-distributing-10-billion-additional-funding-hospitals-high-impact-covid-19-areas.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/07/16/892105802/cdc-wont-release-school-guidelines-this-week-as-anticipated?utm_campaign=politics&utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com
https://twitter.com/DHS_Wolf/status/1283782382567469062
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200716
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200716
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5487
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/16/ms.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/16/mo.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/16/batesville-ms.htm
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/contacts-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/contacts-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406734
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3343
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-as-the-pandemic-continues-to-impact-the-adirondack_-capital-region-economy-small-businesses-need-second-ppp-loan-to-stay-afloat-flanked-by-albany-and-warren-county-business-owners-senator-pushes-to-extend-ppp-program-to-give-local-small-biz-owners-another-loan--continued-assistance
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/leader-schumer-senate-democrats-announce-historic-proposal-for-350-billion-investment-in-communities-of-color
https://delbene.house.gov/uploadedfiles/final_eip_letter.pdf
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Rep. Steil (R-WI) introduced a bill to temporarily prevent 
emerging growth companies from losing their status 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Stauber (R-MN) introduced a bill to double the 
penalties for causing the transmission of misleading or 
inaccurate caller identification information by making 
certain false communications relating to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Schweikert (R-AZ) introduced a bill to provide a 
payroll tax cut for certain costs of providing employees 
with testing for COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to direct USDA to 
make competitive grants to agricultural producers and 
other food-related businesses to carry out activities to 
support health and safety in respond to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Scanlon (D-PA) introduced a bill to make 
dischargeable debts for educational loans of certain 
debtors whose income has been reduced as a result of 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. McEachin (D-VA) introduced a bill to provide for a 
COVID-19-related delay regarding annual limitation on 
cost-sharing for group health plans and individual and 
small group health insurance plans. 
 
Rep. Gonzalez (R-OH) introduced a bill to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 through payments to states to lease 
hotels to temporarily house eligible individuals. 
 
Rep. Espaillat (D-NY) introduced a bill to authorize a 
national COVD-19 memorial. 
 
Rep. Espaillat (D-NY) introduced a bill to create a COVID-
19 Compensation Fund. 
 
Rep. Adams (D-NC) introduced a bill to establish a grant 
program to provide funds for healthcare entities to 
establish or improve bias and anti-racism training to help 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7661?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7660?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7658?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7656?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7655?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7647?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7634?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7629?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7628?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7618?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
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reduce disparities in COVID-19 testing, treatment, health 
outcomes, and vaccine access. 
 
Rep. Rice (R-SC) introduced a bill to provide a payroll tax 
credit for certain expenses associated with protecting 
employees from COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Richmond (D-LA) introduced a bill to require HHS to 
submit reports regarding coronavirus testing data. 
 
Rep. Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill to extend the 
period for making coronavirus-related distributions form 
retirement plans and to provide and exclusion from gross 
income of coronavirus-related distributions which are first-
time homebuyer distributions. 
 
Rep. LaHood (R-OH) introduced a bill to require Treasury 
to provide assistance to certain providers of transportation 
services affected by the coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Fitzpatrick (R-PA) introduced a bill to extend the 
permissible use of funds timeframe under the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund. 

July 15 

White House Director of Strategic Communications Alyssa Farah said that 
an op-ed written by White House trade adviser Peter Navarro criticizing 
Dr. Anthony Fauci “didn’t go through normal White House clearance 
processes and is the opinion of Peter alone. [President Trump] values the 
expertise of the medical professionals advising his Administration.” 
 
The Treasury Department published FAQs on CARES Act loans to air 
carriers and eligible businesses. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board announced it will extend the rule to allow 
certain bank directors and shareholders to apply to their banks for 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans for their small businesses. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to capitalize revolving loan funds to help small businesses in Iowa, Idaho, 
and Alaska respond to coronavirus. 
 
On a call with reporters, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) Director Dr. Redfield detailed the new system under which 

The House Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“Long-Lasting Solutions for a Small Business Recovery.” 
 
The House Budget Committee held a hearing on 
“Software Update Required: COVID-19 Exposes Need for 
Federal Investments in Technology.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Committee on 
the Coronavirus Crisis announced an investigation into 
problematic contracts for personal protective equipment, 
testing supplies, and other medical equipment. 
 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman DeFazio (D-OR) is proposing to extend the 
Payroll Support Program for air carriers and contractors 
through March 2021. The CARES Act program is currently 
set to expire on October 1. The proposal has bipartisan 
support. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7615?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7654?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7645?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7642?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7631?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://twitter.com/Alyssafarah/status/1283377019183603720
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/CARES-Airline-Loan-Support-Q-and-A-7-15-20.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200715a.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/15/ia.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/15/id.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/15/juneau-ak.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/15/prepared-remarks-from-hhs-media-call-cdc-director-redfield-cio-arrieta-covid-19-data-collection.html
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3340
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/software-update-required-covid-19-exposes-need-federal-investments-technology
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-cases-rise-panel-launches-investigation-problematic-contracts
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hospitals will provide coronavirus patient information directly to the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), rather than CDC. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its FAQs on SARS-
CoV-2 testing. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it will hold a series of 
webinars on “Navigating COVID-19: A Virtual Guide for the Employment 
Community.” 

July 14 

Vice President Pence and members of the White House Coronavirus Task 
Force participated in briefings with state officials during a visit to Baton 
Rouge. 
 
The Treasury Department published updated FAQs on the CARES Act 
Payroll Support Program for air carriers and contractors. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to support economic development programs in Maryland, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Nebraska, Wisconsin, West Virginia, and North 
Dakota. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) confirmed that 
hospitals will report data on coronavirus patients directly to HHS, rather 
than to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). An HHS 
spokesperson called CDC’s system “inadequate.” 
 
HHS announced a large-scale procurement of Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)-authorized rapid point-of-care diagnostic test 
instruments and tests to be distributed to nursing homes in COIVD-19 
hotspots. 
 
The FDA updated its Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program 
(CTAP) webpage to include a dashboard showing crucial statistics related 
to the development of potential COVID-19 therapeutics. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a study found that the 
placenta lacks major molecules used by the SARS-CoV-2 virus to cause 
infection, which may help explain why the virus is rarely found in fetuses 
or newborns of women with COVID-19. 
 
 
 

Retired General Joseph Dunford has withdrawn from 
consideration to chair CARES Act Congressional 
Oversight Commission. 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
entitled “Promoting Economic Recovery: Examining 
Capital Markets and Worker Protections in the COVID-19 
Era.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Energy held a hearing on “Oversight of DOE During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Oversight, Management, and Accountability held a 
hearing on “Reviewing Federal and State Pandemic 
Supply Preparedness and Response.” 
 
The House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe, 
Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment held a hearing on 
“The Importance of Transatlantic Cooperation During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Science, Space, and Technology Committee 
held a hearing called “Sweltering in Place: COVID-19, 
Extreme Heat, and Environmental Justice.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Economic and Consumer Policy held a briefing on 
“Guardrails to Ensure a Safe and Effective COVID-19 
Vaccine.” 
 

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-testing-sars-cov-2
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200715-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-briefing-covid-19-baton-rouge-la/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PSP-FAQs-7-14-20.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/14/politics/trump-administration-coronavirus-hospital-data-cdc/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/14/trump-administration-announces-initiative-more-faster-covid-19-testing-nursing-homes.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-july-14-2020
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/placenta-lacks-major-molecules-used-sars-cov-2-virus-cause-infection
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406733
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-oversight-of-doe-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/07/07/2020/reviewing-federal-and-state-pandemic-supply-preparedness-and-response
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearings?ID=31E12985-1E2F-4AC8-9401-EC3E207D149C
https://science.house.gov/hearings/sweltering-in-place-covid-19-extreme-heat-and-environmental-justice
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/subcommittee-on-economic-and-consumer-policy-briefing-on-guardrails-to-ensure
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Senators Warren (D-MA), Van Hollen (D-MD), and Cortez 
Masto (D-NV) sent a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
and Federal Reserve Chairman Powell calling for greater 
financial assistance for state and local governments. 
 
Several House Democratic committee chairs wrote a letter 
to Secretary of Defense Esper and Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Azar expressing concern about the 
Administration’s efforts to increase domestic production of 
critically needed medical supplies and equipment.  

July 13 

President Trump signed S. 4091, the “Emergency Aid for Returning 
Americans Affected by Coronavirus Act,” into law, increasing the amount 
that the Department of Health and Human Services may spend for the 
provision of assistance to repatriated U.S. citizens in fiscal year 2020 from 
$1 million to $10 million. 
 
Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force to discuss local, state, and federal response and 
recovery best practices. 
 
The Treasury Department announced the budget deficit in June was a 
single-month record $864 billion, bringing the total deficit for the year to 
$2.7 trillion. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
released updated guidance for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
lender processing fee payment and 1502 reporting process. SBA also 
released a summary of PPP lending as of July 10. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act funding 
to support economic development programs in Idaho, Iowa, Colorado, and 
the Nez Perce Tribe. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced a new public awareness 
campaign to ensure workers know their rights and employers their 
responsibilities as they pertain to paid leave, safe workplaces, and lawful 
pay during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
DOL announced it awarded a $3 million CARES Act Dislocated Worker 
Grant to the Nevada Department of Employment, Training, and 
Rehabilitation. 

The House Homeland Security Subcommittee on Border 
Security, Facilitation, and Operations held a hearing on 
“Oversight of ICE Detention Facilities: Examining ICE 
Contractors’ Response to COVID-19.” 
 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) and Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Ranking 
Member Murray (D-WA) released a whitepaper making 
recommendations in eight areas to ensure a free, safe, 
and universally available COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leadership wrote a letter to FDA Commissioner Hahn 
regarding the agency’s work to determine the accuracy of 
COVID-19 diagnostic tests. 
 
Rep. Wilson (D-FL) introduced a bill to condition the 
receipt of funds with respect to COVID-19 on requiring the 
use of face coverings in public. 
 
Rep. Slotkin (D-MI) introduced the Strengthening 
America’s Strategic National Stockpile Act. 

http://ct.symplicity.com/t/wrn/66bda7789b2cb38aa8d8ccc3f53729d6/3769411739/realurl=https:/www.warren.senate.gov/download/07/13/2020/20200710-letter-to-treasury-and-the-fed-re-racial-impact-of-failing-to-provide-aid
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/ltr_to_hhs_and_fema_7142020.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-071320/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-071320/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-best-practices/
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/files/reports-statements/mts/mts0620.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--Procedural-Notice--Updated-PPP-Lender-Processing-Fee-Payment-and-1502-Reporting-Process.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/PPP_Report%20-%202020-07-1945-508.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200713
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200713
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/oversight-of-ice-detention-facilities-examining-ice-contractors-response-to-covid-19-
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/schumer-murray-announce-new-proposal-to-ensure-covid-19-vaccine-is-safe-effective-free-universally-available-and-widely-administered
https://www.help.senate.gov/download/murray-vaccines-white-paper-final
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/FDA.2020.7.13.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7607?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7574?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7574?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
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July 11 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced the conclusion of 
the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) Advance program. Having 
allocated the full $20 billion appropriated by Congress, SBA cannot issue 
new EIDL Advances. 

 

July 10 

The Department of Commerce announced it awarded a $400,000 CARES 
Act Recovery Assistance grant to assist South Central Tennessee 
communities in responding to the pandemic.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released May and 
June COVID-19 testing plans from all states, territories, and localities. 
 
HHS announced over $4 billion in additional relief payments to healthcare 
providers impacted by the pandemic, including approximately $3 billion to 
hospitals serving a large percentage of vulnerable populations on thin 
margins and approximately $1 billion to specialty rural hospitals, urban 
hospitals with certain rural Medicare designations, and hospitals in small 
metropolitan areas. The provider portal will also be opened to dentists to 
apply for relief.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it is preparing to 
resume on-site domestic inspections of FDA-regulated facilities the week 
of July 20. 
 
The FDA issued new emergency use authorizations (EUAs) for diagnostic 
tests developed by the University of California-San Francisco and 
BioSewoom, Inc. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced it will 
direct additional resources to nursing homes in COVID-19 hotspot areas 
by deploying Quality Improvement Organizations across the country. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Nevada to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 

The House Homeland Security Committee held a hearing 
entitled, “Pandemic Response: Confronting the Unequal 
Impacts of COVID-19”. 

July 9 

Treasury Secretary Mnuchin said on CNBC that “restaurants, hotels, 
airlines are clearly going to be areas where they’re going to need more 
help,” but did not offer specifics.  
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded $12 million in 
CARES Act Recovery Assistance grants to capitalize revolving loan funds 
to help small businesses in Georgia respond to coronavirus. 

House Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said that $1 trillion is 
“doesn’t come anywhere near” the amount that is needed 
for the next coronavirus relief package. The White House 
and Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) have cited 
$1 trillion as the cap for the next bill, while the House-
passed HEROES Act totals $3 trillion. 
 

https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-provided-20-billion-small-businesses-and-non-profits-through-economic-injury-disaster-loan
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/10/mt-pleasant-tn.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/10/hhs-releases-may-and-june-covid-19-state-testing-plans.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing-plans/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/10/hhs-announces-over-4-billion-in-additional-relief-payments-to-providers-impacted-by-coronavirus-pandemic.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-prepares-resumption-domestic-inspections-new-risk-assessment-system
https://www.fda.gov/media/139934/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/139938/download
https://www.cms.gov/index.php/newsroom/press-releases/cms-directs-additional-resources-nursing-homes-covid-19-hotspot-areas
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/07/10/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-nevada
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/examining-the-national-response-to-the-worsening-coronavirus-pandemic
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/07/09/ga.htm
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The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced an initial list of 
additional commodities that are eligible for the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program. 
 
The USDA approved Utah to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer to provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
awarded more than $21 million to support health centers’ COVID-19 
response.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending July 4, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.3 million, a 
decrease of 99,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) published a proposed rule 
to amend DHS and Department of Justice (DOJ) regulations to clarify that 
the Departments may consider emergency public health concerns when 
making a determination as to whether there are reasonable grounds for 
regarding an alien as a danger to US security and thus ineligible to be 
granted asylum or other protection.   

The House Financial Services Committee Subcommittee 
on Diversity and Inclusion held a hearing entitled, “Access 
Denied: Challenges for Women- and Minority-Owned 
Businesses Accessing Capital and Financial Services 
During the Pandemic.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee held a 
hearing called “Consumers Beware: Increased Risks 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
Over 90 House and Senate Democrats sent a letter to the 
Department of Homeland Security urging the withdrawal 
of recent guidance that requires international students to 
leave the country if their instruction moves online. 
 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman DeFazio (D-OR) introduced The Maritime 
Transportation System Emergency Relief Act (MTSERA) 
to provide relief to the maritime industry during a national 
emergency such as the COVID-19 pandemic or natural 
disasters. 
 
Rep. Garcia (D-TX) introduced a bill to require facemask 
in federal facilities to prevent transmission of COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Lewis (D-GA) introduced a bill to ensure that minority 
and medically underserved communities have access to 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Graves (R-LA) introduced a bill to limit the civil 
liability of persons for the spread or possible transmission 
of COVID-19 caused by an act or omission while acting in 
good faith during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Larson (D-CT) introduced the Social Security COVID 
Correction and Equity Act. 
 
Rep. O’Halleran (D-AZ) introduced a bill to extend the 
coverage of Coronavirus Relief Fund payments to Tribal 
Governments. 
 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/07/09/additional-commodities-eligible-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/07/09/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-utah
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/09/hhs-awards-more-than-21-million-to-support-health-centers-covid-19-response.html
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201364.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201364.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/09/2020-14758/security-bars-and-processing
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406616
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-consumers-beware-increased-risks-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.07.09%20Letter%20to%20ICE%20and%20DHS%20re.%20international%20students%20taking%20online%20classes%20being%20able%20to%20stay%20in%20U.S_3.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/download/mtsera
https://transportation.house.gov/download/mtsera
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7524/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7546?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7528?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7499?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7499?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7557?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
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Rep. Kelly (R-PA) introduced a bill to amend the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act to provide paid sick leave 
for healthcare providers and emergency responders. 
 
Rep. Levin (D-MD) and Senator Reed (D-RI) introduced a 
bill to establish a Library Stabilization Fund to respond to 
and accelerate coronavirus recovery. 

July 8 

President Trump tweeted that the Administration “may cut off funding if 
[schools do] not open,” echoing comments by Secretary of Education 
DeVos. Vice President Pence added during a White House Coronavirus 
Task Force briefing that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) will issue new guidance next week on reopening schools. After 
President Trump tweeted “I disagree with @CDCgov on their very tough & 
expensive guidelines for opening schools,” White House Press Secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany told CNN “the CDC is very much on the same page as 
the President.” 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued a statement reminding 
taxpayers who took advantage of the People First Initiative tax relief must 
resume payments by July 15. 
 
The Treasury Department and IRS issued guidance to employers 
requiring them to report the amount of qualified sick and family leave 
wages paid to employees under the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act. 
 
The Treasury Department updated FAQs on the Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced additional home 
retention measures to help homeowners with FHA-insured single family 
mortgages who are financially impacted by COVID-19 to bring their 
mortgage current at the end of their COVID-19 forbearance. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
an Eviction Prevention and Stability Toolkit to encourage Public Housing 
Authorities and Housing Choice Voucher landlords to plan for and 
implement strategies to keep families stably housed and mitigation 
COVID-related economic hardships. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced the COVID-19 
Prevention Trials Network (COVPN), a new clinical trials network to test 
vaccines and other prevention tools. 

The House Energy and Commerce Committee held a 
hearing on “Addressing the Urgent Needs of Our Tribal 
Communities.” 
 
The House Homeland Security Committee held a hearing 
entitled, “Examining the National Response to the 
Worsening Coronavirus Pandemic.” 
 
The House Financial Services Artificial Intelligence Task 
Force held a hearing on “Exposure Notification and 
Contact Tracing: How AI Helps Localities Reopen Safely 
and Researchers Find a Cure.” 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leaders sent a letter to Office of Management and Budget 
Acting Director asking for an explanation of President 
Trump’s decision to withdraw from the World Health 
Organization. Committee leaders also sent letters to 
Facebook, Google, and Twitter requesting monthly reports 
on COVID-19 disinformation similar to updates the 
companies have reportedly agreed to provide the 
European Commission. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7538?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7486?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=4
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1280853299600789505?s=20&source=email
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-need-to-resume-payments-by-july-15
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-issue-guidance-on-reporting-qualified-sick-and-family-leave-wages-paid
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-20-54.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_102
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_101
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-launches-clinical-trials-network-test-covid-19-vaccines-other-prevention-tools
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-addressing-the-urgent-needs-of-our-tribal
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/examining-the-national-response-to-the-worsening-coronavirus-pandemic
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406731
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/OMB.2020.7.8.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-democrats-request-monthly-reports-from-facebook-google-and-twitter-on
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The Department of Labor (DOL) issued a new poster listing safety tips 
employers can follow to help protect meatpacking, poultry, and pork 
workers during the pandemic.  

July 7 

President Trump hosted a roundtable on reopening schools. 
 
Vice President Pence’s Chief of Staff Marc Short said that the White 
House wants Congress to pass another stimulus package by the first 
week of August, before the summer recess. The package should total $1 
trillion or less, he added. He also reiterated the President’s desire for a 
payroll tax cut. 
 
The Treasury Department announced that Alaska, Delta, JetBlue, United, 
and Southwest signed letters of intent establishing the terms under which 
Treasury will extend CARES Act loans. 
 
The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Defense 
(DOD) announced a $1.6 billion agreement with Novavax to demonstrate 
commercial-scale manufacturing of the company’s COVID-19 
investigational vaccine. HHS and DOD also announced a similar 
agreement with Regeneron for its investigational anti-viral antibody 
treatment. 
 
HHS launched ‘surge’ COVID-19 testing in hotspot jurisdictions in Florida, 
Louisiana, and Texas. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a letter to clinical 
laboratory staff and healthcare providers alerting them of an increased risk 
of false positive result with BD SARS-CoV-2 Reagents for the BD MAX 
System test. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a Science & Tech 
Spotlight on “Herd Immunity for COVID-19.” 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued guidance to employers to protect 
oil and gas workers during the pandemic. 

The House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce Investment held a hearing on 
examining the impact of COVID-19 on the future of higher 
education. 

 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on National 
Security, International Development, and Monetary Policy 
held a hearing entitled, “Paycheck Security: Economic 
Perspectives on Alternative Approaches to Protecting 
Workers’ Pay During COVID-19.” 
 
The House Oversight and reform Subcommittee on 
Environment held a briefing on the “Effects of Plastic 
Production and Pollution on Americans’ Health During 
Coronavirus Crisis.” 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) again announced 
his disagreement with President Trump’s decision to 
withdraw from the World Health Organization. 

July 6 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
released Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan-level data on the 4.9 
million loans made to date. The data includes specific data such as 
business names and addresses for loans over $150,000. The disclosure 
also includes overall statistics on loan dollars per state and distribution by 
industry, among other data points.  

The Senate is in recess until the week of July 20. 
 
Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) reiterated that the 
Senate Republican proposal for the next coronavirus 
response package will focus on liability protections and 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200708-0
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4050.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-safely-reopening-americas-schools/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1054
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/07/hhs-dod-collaborate-novavax-produce-millions-covid-19-investigational-vaccine-doses-commercial-scale-manufacturing-demonstration-projects.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/07/hhs-dod-collaborate-regeneron-large-scale-manufacturing-demonstration-project-covid-19-investigational-therapeutic-treatment.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/07/hhs-launches-surge-covid-19-testing-hotspot-jurisdictions-florida-louisiana-and-texas.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/false-positive-results-bd-sars-cov-2-reagents-bd-max-system-letter-clinical-laboratory-staff-and
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-20-646SP?utm_campaign=usgao_email&utm_content=daybook&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707975.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200707-2
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/oil-gas.html
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/a-major-test_examining-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-future-of-higher-education-
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406732
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/subcommittee-on-environment-briefing-on-effects-of-plastic-production-and
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=23A2C93C-72D0-4C7E-8F34-ACDEC1B7F0FF
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
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The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston announced the Main Street Lending 
Program is fully operational and ready to purchase qualifying loans. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a second emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for a COVID-19 antigen diagnostic test. 
 
The FDA added content to the Q&A appendix in its guidance on “Conduct 
of Clinical Trials of Medical Products during COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency.” 
 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci said that the current status of the pandemic in the United 
States is “really not good” and that the country is still “knee-deep in the 
first wave.” 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it approved two 
surface disinfectant products that testing shows are effective against 
SARS-CoV-2. 
 
US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) announced that 
nonimmigrant F-1 and M-1 students attending schools operating entirely 
online may not take a full online course load and remain in the United 
States. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced that 
entities with a surplus of certain personal protective equipment (PPE) may 
seek exemption from a Temporary Final Rule that allocates certain 
covered materials for domestic use to allow the material to be exported. 

said it would likely provide such protections for the period 
from December 2019 through 2024. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) and House 
Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Pallone (D-
NJ) wrote a letter to President Trump to express concern 
about what they called the “Administration’s anti-science 
rhetoric” and its impact on public health during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
In a USA Today op-ed, House Minority Leader McCarthy 
(R-CA) wrote that Congress should address “the shortage 
of child care options by working to keep existing providers 
in business and encouraging new child care providers…to 
start up in as safe and healthy a way as possible.” 
 
Rep. Tlaib (D-MI) introduced a bill to authorize Federal 
reserve banks to purchase COVID-19-related municipal 
issuances. 
 
Rep. Schneider (D-IL) introduced a bill to require federal 
agencies to submit plans for responding to any 
resurgence of COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Sanchez (D-CA) introduced a bill to help nonprofit 
organizations provide services to meet community needs 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 

July 4 
 President Trump signed S. 4116 to reauthorize lending 

under the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) through 
August 8, 2020. 

July 2 

Vice President Mike Pence is in Florida with White House coronavirus 
task force coordinator Deborah Birx, HHS Secretary Alex Azar, and FDA 
Commissioner Stephen Hahn. Florida reported over 10,000 new 
coronavirus cases yesterday. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development announced more 
than $15 Million to Native American Tribes to support coronavirus 
recovery efforts.  
 

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education held a 
hearing on Operation Warp Speed. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “The 
Administration’s Efforts to Procure, Stockpile, and 
Distribute Critical Supplies.” 
 

https://www.bostonfed.org/news-and-events/press-releases/2020/boston-fed-announces-main-street-lending-program-is-fully-operational.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issued-emergency-use-authorization-point-care-antigen-test
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=3055909784497012&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-approves-first-surface-disinfectant-products-tested-sars-cov-2-virus
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-courses-during
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/07/06/important-information-regarding-fema-temporary-final-rule-prioritization-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/04/10/2020-07659/prioritization-and-allocation-of-certain-scarce-or-threatened-health-and-medical-resources-for
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/070620%20state%20local%20public%20health%20leaders%20Trump%20letter%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.republicanleader.gov/leader-mccarthys-usa-today-op-ed-schools-and-child-care-must-reopen-for-kids-parents-and-the-economy/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7498?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7496?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7495?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-102/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_098
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The Treasury Department announced that American Airlines, Frontier 
Airlines, Hawaiian Airlines, Sky West Airlines, and Spirit Airlines signed 
letters of intent setting out the terms on which they will receive CARES Act 
loans. 
 
The Treasury Department announced that it intends to make a $700 
million loan to YRC Worldwide Inc., a freight shipping company. 
 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin announced that the Trump 
Administration is considering providing schools with aid in a CARES 4 
relief package. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs reinstated in-person services at 100 
hospitals across the country. 
 
Admiral Dr. Brett Giroir, HHS Assistant Secretary for Health, said the 
United States will have the capacity to conduct 40 to 50 million tests per 
month by the fall. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for the third diagnostic test for detection and 
differentiation of the viruses that cause flu and COVID-19. 
 
The FDA updated its COVID-19 Response At-a-Glance Summary. 
 
The Department of Labor released statistics saying the United States 
added 4.8 million jobs last month, pushing unemployment down to 11 
percent.  
 
The Department of Labor published FAQs to provide employers and 
employees with guidance to protect workers from coronavirus exposure. 
 
The Department of Transportation issued a public health guidance 
document that recommends specific public health measures airlines and 
airports should take to mitigate risks associated with COVID-19. 
 
The U.S. Surgeon General and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) released a public service announcement, “COVID Stops 
With Me.”  
 

The House Small Business Subcommittee on Economic 
Growth, Tax, and Capital Access held a hearing on 
“Supply Chain Resiliency.”  
 
Sen. Leahy (D-VT), Ranking Member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, released a statement urging 
Congress to pass another coronavirus emergency 
appropriations bill. 
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) 
released a statement saying that he is sympathetic to 
providing more flexibility to states in how they spend 
CARES Act funds, but believes any additional funding will 
“be addressed when needed.” 
 
Sens. Warren (D-MA) and Markey (D-MA) and Rep. 
Maloney (D-NY) released a report on COVID-19 
outbreaks at facilities run by the nation's 11 largest 
assisted living operators. 
 
House Freedom Caucus Chair Biggs (R-AZ) called on the 
White House to disband its Coronavirus Task Force.  
 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1050
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1049
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5481
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-additional-covid-19-combination-diagnostic-test-ahead-flu
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200702-1
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/covid-19-faq.html
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-07/Runway_to_Recovery_07022020.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/02/nation-doctor-america-covid-stops-with-me.html
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3326
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/minority/leahy-statement-on-the-need-to-pass-another-covid-19-emergency-appropriations-bill-
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/grassley-on-responses-to-economic-effects-of-covid-19-including-relief-to-states-and-localities
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/warren-maloney-markey-release-findings-from-first-comprehensive-survey-of-covid
https://biggs.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-biggs-applauds-president-trumps-leadership-great-american-comeback?source=email
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved $1.1 
million to reimburse Nevada for the purchase of personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 

July 1 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) distributed the first round of 
SARS-CoV-2 reference panel materials. The panel is an independent 
performance validation step for diagnostic tests.  
 
President Trump announced that Mexican President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador will visit the White House on July 8 to discuss “trade, 
health, and other issues central to our regional prosperity and security.” 
 
The Treasury Department updated its Payroll Support Program FAQs 

 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur L. Ross spoke at the Manufacturer & 
Business Association Roundtable in Erie, Pennsylvania. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is developing plans 
to implement surge testing in moderate-sized communities in Texas, 
Florida, and Louisiana.   
 
HHS Assistant Secretary Adm. Giroir said the U.S.’ coronavirus testing 
capacity is at risk of being overwhelmed  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published interim 
considerations for COVID-10 testing in homeless shelters and 
encampments.  The CDC also issued guidance for "Visiting Beaches and 
Pools."  
 
The Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for Kroger Health’s COVID-19 Test Home Collection 
Kit.  
 
Vice President Pence and White House Coronavirus Task Force 
Coordinator Dr. Birx traveled to Phoenix, Arizona to meet with Governor 
Ducey and state health officials. 

Reps. Budd (R-NC) and twelve other Republicans sent a 
letter to White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows urging 
him to support a new policy that would require the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to check the 
temperature of all airline passengers.  
 
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Neal (D-
MA) and Rep. Murphy (D-FL) sent a letter to Labor 
Secretary Scalia expressing their concern over Florida’s 
unemployment system during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) urged Vice President Pence to 
take stronger nationwide action to address COVID-19 
surges across the country.  
 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) and Senate 
Finance Committee Ranking Member Wyden (D-OR) 
introduced a bill to establish “automatic stabilizers” to 
ensure unemployment benefits remain available during 
periods of persistent unemployment.  
 
Senate Aging Committee Ranking Member Casey (D-PA), 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ranking 
Member Peters (D-MI) and Finance Committee Ranking 
Member Wyden (D-OR) released a report on “COVID-19 
in Nursing Homes.” 
 
Sen. Rubio (R-FL), Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, and Sens. Cruz (R-
TX), Capito (R-WV), and Tillis (R-NC) introduced the Loan 
Interest Forgiveness for Taxpayers Under a Pandemic 
(LIFT UP) Act, legislation that would expand the eligibility 
for debt forgiveness provided in the CARES Act to small 
businesses that received Small Business Administration 
(SBA) disaster loans. 
 
The Senate Indian Affairs Committee held a hearing on 
“Evaluating the Response and Mitigation to the COVID-19 
Pandemic in Native Communities.” 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/07/02/fema-grants-11-million-nevada-ppe
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-from-the-president-16/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/4112-Compliance-FAQs.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/news/speeches/2020/07/remarks-commerce-secretary-wilbur-l-ross-manufacturer-business-association
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/homeless-shelters/testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/beaches-pools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/beaches-pools.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/139681/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/139681/download
https://budd.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=905
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/neal-murphy-raise-concerns-dol-regarding-florida-unemployment-system-s
https://www.warren.senate.gov/download/20200701-letter-to-vp-pence-re-surge-of-covid-19-cases
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/leader-schumer-and-ranking-member-wyden-introduce-bold-new-legislation-to-extend-expanded-unemployment-insurance-and-require-program-continue-providing-benefits-until-each-states-economic-conditions-improve
https://www.aging.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/COVID-19%20in%20Nursing%20Homes%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=17576788-8695-4623-863F-EFE280BDD8D1
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearing/oversight-hearing-evaluating-response-and-mitigation-covid-19-pandemic-native-communities
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The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 
held a hearing on “infrastructure development 
opportunities to drive economic recovery and resiliency.” 
 
The House Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“The Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program: Update 
from the Administration.” 
 
The House Intelligence Committee held a hearing on “US-
China Relations and Its Impact on National Security and 
Intelligence in a Post-COVID World.” 
 
The House Foreign Affairs Committee held a hearing on 
“The Trump Administration’s Response to COVID-19 in 
Latin America and the Caribbean.” 

June 30 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) jointly issued a warning letter to the Center for 
Wellness and Integrative Medicine for selling unapproved and 
unauthorized products to mitigate, prevent, treat, diagnose, or cure 
COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) extended its 
partnership with national pharmacy and grocery chains to provide 
convenient access to COVID-19 testing.  
 
The Federal Communications Commission increased funding for its Rural 
Health Care Program. 
 
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams called for widespread use of 
facemasks.  
 
The Small Business Administration issued an interim final rule providing 
additional guidance on certain eligible payroll costs related to the 
Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao announced nearly $800 million in 
grants to 347 airports in 46 States and 4 Territories 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released interim 
considerations for coronavirus testing at institutions of higher education. 
The guidance says that because it is unclear if college entry testing 

Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) and House 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) sent a letter to Senate Majority 
Leader McConnell (R-KY), calling for immediate, 
bipartisan and bicameral negotiations on additional 
legislation to address the coronavirus pandemic.  
 
The Senate approved legislation to extend the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) through August 8.  
  
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) said that 
he does not believe Congress should extend additional 
federal unemployment benefits, which are set to expire in 
July. 
 
Sen. Murray (D-WA) and Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) 
introduced the Coronavirus Child Care and Education 
Relief Act (CCCERA), a $430 billion dollar bill to provide 
relief to students, families, schools, and educators during 
the pandemic. 

 
Sens. Wyden (D-OR), Baldwin (D-WI), Van Hollen (D-
MD), Bennet (D-CO), and Booker (D-NJ) introduced the 
Jobs for Economic Recovery Act, which would provide 
immediate funding for states, tribes and local 
governments to create or expand employment programs 
through a new Social Security Act jobs program. 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=3DDCB73F-C8C2-44F2-823E-68D9EE05A9F8
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3321
http://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110846
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearings?ID=B1283AC5-8949-4C44-A3D0-370C876B1EFB
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/warning-letters/center-wellness-and-integrative-medicine-608693-06302020
https://www.fda.gov/inspections-compliance-enforcement-and-criminal-investigations/warning-letters/center-wellness-and-integrative-medicine-608693-06302020
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/30/hhs-extends-covid-19-testing-public-private-partnership.html
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-increase-rural-health-care-program-funds-fy-2020
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=SBA_FRDOC_0001-0372
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-nearly-800-million-grants-347
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/ihe-testing.html
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20200629_Letter_McConnellonHeroesAct.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/senators-murray-schumer-democrats-introduce-430-billion-coronavirus-relief-bill-to-address-national-child-care-and-education-crises-as-democrats-urge-republicans-to-act-on-bold-covid-19-relief-
https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-baldwin-van-hollen-bennet-introduce-bill-to-support-economic-recovery-finance-six-months-of-wages
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"provides any additional reduction in person-to-person transmission of the 
virus beyond what would be expected," they do not recommend it. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published guidance on the 
development and licensure of vaccines to prevent COVID-19. 

 
The Department of Education announced the creation of the Rural Tech 
Project, a competition for high schools and local educational agencies to 
develop “student-centered technology education” that can be used in rural 
communities impacted by the coronavirus. 
 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Administrator David 
Pekoske announced the agency’s “Stay Health. Stay Secure” campaign. 
The campaign represents airport checkpoint modifications to contain the 
spread of COVID-19, comply with Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) guidelines, and support healthy and secure summer 
travel.  
 

 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee Chair DeGette (D-CO) wrote to Health and 
Human Services (HHS) Secretary Azar expressing 
concern that the Administration has sidelined the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the nation’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Senators Menendez (D-NJ), Coons (D-DE), and Brown 
(D-OH) introduced a bill to expand access to housing 
counseling services to help homeowners and renters 
navigate housing options and rights during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Senators Cruz (R-TX), Rubio (R-FL), Capito (R-WV), and 
Tillis (R-NC) introduced a bill to expand the eligibility for 
debt forgiveness provided in the CARES Act to small 
businesses that received Small Business Administration 
(SBA) disaster loans.  
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “COVID-19: Update on 
Progress Toward Safely Getting Back to Work and Back 
to School.” 
 
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing to “Examine the Impact of COVID-19 to US 
Territories.” 
 
The Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on the 
“2020 Filing Season and IRS COVID-19 Recovery.”  
 
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee held a hearing 
on “COVID-19 and US International Pandemic 
Preparedness, Prevention, and Response: Additional 
Perspectives.”  
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “Oversight of the Treasury Department’s and Federal 
Reserve’s Pandemic Response” with Secretary Mnuchin 
and Chairman Powell. 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/development-and-licensure-vaccines-prevent-covid-19
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-challenges-educators-rethink-education-options-rural-high-school-students-amid-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2020/06/30/tsa-administrator-pekoske-announces-stay-healthy-stay-secure-0
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.6.29.%20Letter%20re%20Sidelining%20CDC.pdf
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Coronvirus%20Housing%20Counseling%20Improvement%20Act%202020.pdf
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/files/documents/Bills/2020.06.29%20-%20Loan%20Interest%20Forgiveness%20for%20Taxpayers%20Under%20a%20Pandemic%20Act.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-update-on-progress-toward-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=9C66396D-76C9-4425-B7F4-45BF2E61B03F
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/2020-filing-season-and-irs-covid-19-recovery
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-and-us-international-pandemic-preparedness-prevention-and-response-additional-perspectives
https://financialservices.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=406675
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June 29 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched a digital COVID-19 
screening tool. 
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin issued a statement on the launch of the 
Primary Market Corporate Credit Facility.  
 
The Treasury Department published its second Small Business 
Administration Paycheck Protection Program Loan Report. 
 
The Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) announced the 
deployment of $10 million in CARES Act funding to the network of MBDA 
Business Centers and national minority chambers of commerce. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board released a new term sheet for the Primary 
Market Corporate Credit Facility, adding pricing and other information. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services announced an agreement 
to secure large supplies of the drug remdesivir from Gilead Sciences 
through September. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture released its annual Technology 
Transfer Report, which highlights agricultural innovations from scientists 
and researchers 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued its 
recommendation for cloth face coverings in public settings where other 
social distancing may be difficult.  

Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis Chairman 
Clyburn (D-SC) sent a letter to Ranking Member Scalise 
(R-LA) saying he will no longer recognize Subcommittee 
Members who refuse to wear masks during in-person 
hearings.   
 
Reps Rose (R-TN), Hill (R-AR), Taylor (R-TX), Loudermilk 
(R-GA), Carter (R-TX), Meuser (R-PA), Johnson (R-OH), 
and Balderson (R-OH) sent a letter to Federal Reserve 
Chairman Jerome Powell and Treasury Secretary 
Mnuchin requesting swift action to address the shortage 
of physical coinage as a result of the pandemic.     
 
Reps. Axne (D-IA), Hill (R-AR), and Larson (D-CT) sent a 
letter to the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) and Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), urging the agencies to expand reimbursements to 
include care provided on the scene of an emergency, and 
provide direct reimbursement for ambulance telehealth 
use.  
 
The Maryland Delegation sent a letter to Federal 
Emergency Management (FEMA) Administrator Peter 
Gaynor urging the approval of Maryland’s request for 
federal disaster assistance through the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP).   
 
Reps. Gonzalez (D-TX), Vela (D-TX), Veasey (D-TX), 
Garcia (D-TX), Jackson Lee (D-TX), Johnson (D-TX), 
Green (D-TX), and Doggett (D-TX) urged Governor Greg 
Abbott to allow Texas municipalities to institute 
enforceable stay-at-home orders at their discretion. Reps. 
Vela (D-TX) and Gonzalez (D-TX) also sent a letter to 
Governor Abbott requesting for the immediate assignment 
of National Guard forces to the Rio Grande Valley (RGV) 
to address rising COVID-19 cases.   
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) and Reps. Garcia (D-IL) and Lee 
(D-CA) introduced a bill to extend the nation-wide eviction 
moratorium past the July 24 expiration date.  
 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5479
https://www.va.gov/covid19screen/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1045
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.mbda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/minority-business-development-agency-awards-10m-federal-funding-under
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200629a.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/29/trump-administration-secures-new-supplies-remdesivir-united-states.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/29/usda-continues-deliver-innovative-solutions-its-customers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/documents/2020-06-29.Clyburn%20to%20Scalise-Select%20Cmte.%20re%20Masks.pdf
https://twitter.com/RepJohnRose/status/1277953324101201925/photo/1
https://axne.house.gov/sites/axne.house.gov/files/06292020%20TIP%20Letter%20to%20HHS%20and%20CMS%20FINAL.pdf
https://hoyer.house.gov/content/maryland-delegation-presses-fema-approval-additional-federal-disaster-assistance-resources
https://gonzalez.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-gonzalez-and-members-texas-congressional-delegation-urge-governor-0
https://gonzalez.house.gov/sites/gonzalez.house.gov/files/06%2029%2020%20-%20Letter%20to%20Governor%20Abbot%20re%20deploying%20National%20Guard%5B2%5D.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/senator-warren-reps-chuy-garca-and-lee-introduce-legislation-to-extend-nation-wide-moratorium-on-evictions
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Protecting%20Renters%20from%20Evictions%20and%20Fees%20Act1.pdf
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The leaders of the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee and the Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee sent a letter to Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) Secretary Azar expressing 
concerns about the Administration’s termination of the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding for research on 
the origins of coronavirus.  

June 26 

 The House Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing, 
Community Development, and Insurance held a hearing 
on “Insuring Against a Pandemic: Challenges and 
Solutions for Policyholders and Insurers.” 
 
The House Oversight Select Committee on the 
Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “Accountability in 
Crisis: GAO’s Recommendations to Improve the Federal 
Coronavirus Response.” 

June 25 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
updated Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) FAQs and published a new 
interim final rule on certain eligible payroll costs, specifically pertaining to 
fishing boat owners. SBA also updated its summary of PPP Round 2 data. 
 
The Federal Reserve released the results of stress tests for 2020 and 
additional sensitivity analyses conducted in light of COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act 
Recovery Assistance grants ranging from $400,000-$1.8 million to regions 
in West Virginia, New Jersey, New York, Tennessee, and Virginia, as well 
as Native American and Alaska Native Planning Organizations. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced nationwide flexibilities 
to ensure children have access to food throughout the upcoming school 
year as the nation recovers from coronavirus. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published an overview detailing 
how the agency collaborates with the European Union and global 
regulators on COVID-19. 
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and Speaker 
Pelosi (D-CA) intend to name retired General Joseph 
Dunford to chair the CARES Act Congressional Oversight 
Commission. 
 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on Investor 
Protection, Entrepreneurship, and Capital Markets held a 
hearing on “Capital Markets and Emergency Lending in 
the COVID-19 Era.” 
 
The House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Health 
held a hearing on “Examining the COVID-19 Nursing 
Home Crisis.” 
 
The House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual 
Property, and the Internet held a hearing on “Federal 
Courts During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Best Practices, 
Opportunities for Innovation, and Lessons Learned for the 
Future.” 
 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/06.26.20%20SST%20EC%20Letter%20to%20HHS.pdf
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406616
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions%20062520.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/PPP%20--%20IFR%20--%20Fishermen%20%286.25.2020%20406pm%29.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200625c.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/parkersburg-wv.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/vineland-nj.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/lake-george-ny.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/jackson-tn.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/accomac-va.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/25/native-american-alaska-native.htm
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/25/usda-provides-flexibilities-ensure-kids-receive-meals-fall
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/partnering-european-union-and-global-regulators-covid-19
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406615
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/examining-covid-19-nursing-home-crisis
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3053
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The FDA updated its list of Emergency Use Authorizations (EUAs) for 
ventilators and ventilator accessories.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated and 
expanded its list of people at risk of several COVID-19 illness. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a report on 
“Opportunities to Improve Federal Response and Recovery Efforts.” 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending June 20, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.48 million, a 
decrease of 60,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) awarded nearly $2 
million to help fund crisis counseling services for people struggling with 
mental health issues stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Government Operations held a hearing on “Frontline 
Feds: Serving the Public During a Pandemic.” 
 
Senators Cornyn (R-TX) and Cruz (R-TX) sent a letter to 
Administration officials calling for continued federal 
support for Community-Based Testing sites in Texas. 

June 24 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
published a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) interim final rule making 
additional eligibility revisions to the first interim final rule. 
 
SBA updated its summary of PPP Round 2 data and revised the borrower 
application form and the lender application form. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act 
Recovery Assistance grants ranging from $377,000-$400,000 to regions 
in California, Missouri, Massachusetts, Maine, North Carolina, North 
Dakota. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
awarded nearly $1 million in CARES Act funding to 19 state and local fair 
housing organizations to support COVID-19-related activities. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) launched a 
Community-Based Testing Sites for COVID-19 page. 
 
Secretary of Agriculture Perdue and Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Commissioner Hahn released a joint statement asserting that “efforts by 
some countries to restrict global food exports related to COVID-19 
transmission are not consistent with the known science of transmission.” 
 

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing on “The Impact of COVID-19 on Mineral 
Supply Chains.” 
 
The Senate Homeland Security Committee held a hearing 
on “The Role of the Strategic National Stockpile in 
Pandemic Response.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Contracting 
and Infrastructure held a hearing on “An Overview of the 
Dynamic Between the Defense Production Act and Small 
Contractors.” 
 
Senator Thune (R-SD) introduced a bill to provide that, 
due to the disruptions caused by COVID-19, applications 
for impact aid funding for FY22 may use certain data 
submitted in the FY21 application.  
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to award grants to 
address behavioral health needs caused by COVID-19. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to authorize grants 
to address substance use during COVID-19. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-25-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0625-update-expands-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
http://www.gao.gov/reports/GAO-20-625
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200625
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200625
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/25/fema-awards-nearly-2-million-help-people-cope-covid-19-related-stress
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/frontline-feds-serving-the-public-during-a-pandemic
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=5216
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/PPP%20IFR%201%204.0%20%286.23.2020%20330pm%29%20SIGNED%206.24.20.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Borrower-Application-Form.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Borrower-Application-Form.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Lender-Application-Form.pdf
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_091
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/community-based-testing-sites/index.html?utm_source=TWITTER&utm_medium=TWITTER&utm_content=100001368586654&utm_campaign=Short+to+Mid-Term&linkId=100000013149937
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/24/joint-statement-usda-and-fda-food-export-restrictions-pertaining
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=87C13EDC-CD22-42B8-A278-C2B0E5F6EFCD
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/the-role-of-the-strategic-national-stockpile-in-pandemic-response
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3306
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4063?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4059?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4058?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=8
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On the first FDA Insight podcast, Commissioner Hahn and other agency 
officials discussed the agency’s COVID-19 efforts, including the drug 
development process for COVID-19 treatments. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a statement of interest challenging 
the constitutionality of Hawaii Governor Ige’s order requiring a 14-day self-
quarantine for individuals entering the state. 

Senator Durbin (D-IL) introduced a bill to address health 
workforce shortages and disparities highlighted by 
COVID-19 through additional funding for the National 
Health Service Corps and the Nurse Corps and to 
establish a National Health Service Corps Emergency 
Service demonstration project. 
 
Rep. Stefanik (R-NY) introduced a bill to establish grants 
to support personal reemployment accounts to assist 
Americans in gaining skills and returning to work following 
the economic disruption caused by COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Schiff (D-CA) introduced a bill to authorize a public 
service announcement campaign on the efficacy of cloth 
face coverings in reducing the spread of COVID-19 and a 
program to provide cloth face coverings to any American 
who requests on free of charge. 
 
Rep. Cartwright (D-PA) introduced a bill to toll statues of 
limitations during the COVID-19 emergency period. 
 
Rep. DeGette (D-CO) introduced a bill to authorize 
appropriations for offsetting the costs related to reductions 
in research productivity resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

June 23 

The President signed a Proclamation Suspending Entry of Aliens Who 
Present a Risk to the US Labor Market Following the Coronavirus 
Outbreak. The Proclamation extends the pause on new immigrant visas 
through the end of the year and places an additional pause on several 
nonimmigrant visa programs (including H-1B, H-2B, H-4, L, and J). 
 
The Vice President met with governors and the White House Coronavirus 
Task Force to discuss local, state, and federal COVID-19 response and 
recovery efforts and America’s reopening. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
issued a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) interim final rule on 
revisions to the loan forgiveness interim final rule and the SBA loan review 
procedures interim final rule. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that anyone who already 
took a required minimum distribution (RMD) in 2020 from certain 

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “COVID-19: Preparing for 
the Next Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on “The 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, Coronavirus, and 
Addressing China’s Culpability.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee held a 
hearing on “Oversight of the Trump Administration’s 
Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Budget Committee held a hearing on “Health 
and Wealth Inequality in America: How COIVD-19 Makes 
Clear the Need for Change.” 
 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-insight/fda-insight-fighting-covid-19-fda
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-challenging-constitutionality-hawaii-governor-s
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1288191/download
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4055?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7321?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7317?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7305?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7308?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-aliens-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-following-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-aliens-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-following-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-aliens-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-following-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery-2/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFR--Revisions-to-Loan-Forgiveness-Interim-Final-Rule-and-SBA-Loan-Review-Procedures-Interim-Final-Rule.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-Loan-Forgiveness.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-SBA-Loan-Review-Procedures-and-Related-Borrower-and-Lender-Responsibilities.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-SBA-Loan-Review-Procedures-and-Related-Borrower-and-Lender-Responsibilities.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-rollover-relief-for-required-minimum-distributions-from-retirement-accounts-that-were-waived-under-the-cares-act
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-lessons-learned-to-prepare-for-the-next-pandemic
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/the-foreign-sovereign-immunities-act-coronavirus-and-addressing-chinas-culpability
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/full-committee-hearing-on-oversight-of-the-trump-administrations
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/health-and-wealth-inequality-america-how-covid-19-makes-clear-need-change
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retirement accounts now has the opportunity to roll those funds back into 
a retirement account under the CARES Act RMD waiver. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it awarded CARES Act 
Recovery Assistance grants ranging from $300,000-$400,000 to regions 
in Texas, Illinois, Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Alaska. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that the Farmers to 
Families Food Box Program has distributed more than 20 million food 
boxes in support of farmers and families affected by COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Reserve and other federal and state bank and credit union 
regulators issued examiner guidance to promote consistency and flexibility 
in the supervision and examination of financial institutions affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a 
partnership with Morehouse School of Medicine to fight COVID-19 in 
racial and ethnic minority and vulnerable communities.  
 
More than 300 scientists and clinicians who participated in a National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) workshop published a report of their conclusions 
and recommendations on COVID-19 serology studies online in Immunity. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) hosted a webinar on “Importing Respirators for Health Care 
Personnel Use during COVID-19.” 
 
The FDA is maintaining the pace of meeting its goals on applications for 
medical products during the pandemic, according to Commissioner Hahn. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced a new online tool to help 
workers determine if they qualify for paid sick leave or extended family 
and medical leave to cover time away from work for reasons related to 
coronavirus.  

The House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Worker 
and Family Support held a hearing on “The Child Care 
Crisis and the Coronavirus Pandemic.” 
 
The House Science, Space, and Technology 
Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics held a hearing 
on “R&D to Support Healthy Air Travel in the COVID-19 
Era and Beyond.” 
 
Two House Veterans’ Affairs subcommittees held a joint 
hearing on “VA Telehealth During the COVID-19 
Pandemic: Expansion and Impact.” 
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to protect 
agricultural workers from the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
Reps. Jayapal (D-WA) and Herrera Beutler (R-WA) led a 
letter to President Trump urging him to invoke the 
Defense Production Act to jumpstart domestic production 
of personal protective equipment. 

June 22 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) released an updated Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 report. 

The House Education and Labor Committee held a 
hearing on “Inequities Exposed: How COVID-19 Widened 
Inequities in Education, Health, and the Workforce.” 
 

https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/23/arlington-tx.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/23/marion-il.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/23/kansas-city-mo.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/23/oil-city-pa.htm
https://eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/23/anchorage-ak.htm
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/23/usda-farmers-families-food-box-program-reaches-20-million-boxes
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200623a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200623a1.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/23/hhs-announces-partnership-morehouse-school-medicine-fight-covid-19-racial-ethnic-minority.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/experts-identify-steps-expand-improve-antibody-tests-covid-19-response
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/webinar-series-respirators-health-care-personnel-use-during-covid-19-pandemic-06232020-06232020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/fda-maintains-pace-meeting-its-goals-applications-medical-products-during-pandemic
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200623
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/ffcra/benefits-eligibility-webtool
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/child-care-crisis-and-coronavirus-pandemic
https://science.house.gov/hearings/randd-to-support-healthy-air-travel-in-the-covid-19-era-and-beyond
https://veterans.house.gov/events/hearings/va-telehealth-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-expansion-and-impact
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4042?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
http://jayapal.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/6.23.20_Jayapal-Herrera-Beutler-DPA-PPE-.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/inequities-exposed-how-covid-19-widened-racial-inequities-in-education-health-and-the-workforce-
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Senator Durbin (D-IL) introduced a bill to expand eligibility 
for and provide judicial review for the Elderly Home 
Detention Pilot Program, provide for compassionate 
release based on COVID-19 vulnerability, and shorten the 
waiting period for judicial review during COVID-19. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to expedite and 
expand provision of American Citizen Services worldwide 
during COVID-19. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to express the 
sense of Congress regarding the need for a nationwide 
moratorium on electric and natural gas utility 
disconnections during COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Sherrill (D-NJ) introduced a bill to prohibit the use of 
telephone calls or text messages for unfair or deceptive 
practices related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to require any 
COVID-19 drug developed in whole or in part with federal 
support to be affordable and accessible by prohibiting 
monopolies and price gouging.  
 
Rep. Porter (D-CA) introduced a bill to suspend federal 
Perkins Loans repayments during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Doggett (D-TX) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
compile into a searchable database information relating to 
federal support for biomedical research and development 
related to COVID-19. 

June 20 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced it halted its 
hydroxychloroquine clinical trial, finding the drug causes no harm, but is 
“very unlikely to be beneficial to hospitalized patients with COVID-19.” 

 

June 19 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced Lender Match, a 
new online tool for small businesses and non-profits to be matched with 
Community Development Financial Institutions, Minority Depository 
Institutions, Certified Development Companies, Farm Credit System 
lenders, Microlenders, and traditional smaller asset size lenders in the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). 
 

The House Science, Space, and Technology Committee 
held a hearing on “Repurposing Therapeutic Drugs for 
COVID-19: Research Challenges and Opportunities.” 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4034?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4026?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4029?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7299?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7296?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7294?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7288?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-halts-clinical-trial-hydroxychloroquine
http://www.sba.gov/lendermatch
https://science.house.gov/hearings/repurposing-therapeutic-drugs-for-covid-19-research-challenges-and-opportunities
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The Treasury Department and SBA announced an agreement with the 
Senate Small Business Committee to make public additional information 
regarding PPP loans. SBA will disclose the business names, addresses, 
NAICS codes, zip codes, business type, demographic data, non-profit 
information, jobs supported, and loan range amounts in categories over 
$150,000, capturing nearly 75% of loan dollars approved. For loans below 
$150,000, totals will be released, aggregated by zip code, industry, 
business type, and various demographic categories. SBA also released a 
procedural notice to inform PPP lenders how loan proceeds must be used 
to refinance SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) and of the 
procedure for remitting to the SBA any PPP loan proceeds designated for 
the refinance of an EIDL. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its COVID-19 
Response At-A-Glance Summary. 
 
The FDA issued guidance that provides recommendations to 
pharmaceutical manufacturers on actions to take when an employee who 
has been directly involved in manufacturing drugs has a confirmed 
COVID-19 infection, symptoms, or exposure. 
 
The FDA updated its guidance on “Notifying CDRH of a Permanent 
Discontinuance or Interruption in Manufacturing of a Device Under Section 
506J of the FD&C Act During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” to 
include a list of device types and corresponding product codes the FDA 
recommends manufacturers consider in determining whether a notification 
under Section 506J is required. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced the 
membership of the independent Coronavirus Commission on Safety and 
Quality in Nursing Homes. 
 
CMS announced it instructed Medicare Administrative Contractors and 
notified Medicare Advantage plans to cover COVID-19 lab tests for 
nursing home residents and patients. 

June 18 

President Trump held a roundtable with governors on reopening small 
businesses. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 data. 
 

The Congressional Oversight Commission released its 
second report on CARES Act implementation. The report 
finds that the majority of Federal Reserve emergency 
lending facilities are not operational and that those that 
are have made a total of $6.7 billion out of a possible $2 
trillion in purchases. 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1041
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.naggl.org/resource/resmgr/ppp/5000-20032_eidl_refinance.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-19-2020
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/good-manufacturing-practice-considerations-responding-covid-19-infection-employees-drug-and
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/notifying-cdrh-permanent-discontinuance-or-interruption-manufacturing-device-under-section-506j-fdc
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/medical-device-types-help-determine-section-506j-notification-obligations
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-membership-independent-coronavirus-commission-safety-and-quality-nursing-homes
https://www.mitre.org/news/press-releases/25-experts-named-to-independent-coronavirus-commission-for-safety-and-quality
https://www.mitre.org/news/press-releases/25-experts-named-to-independent-coronavirus-commission-for-safety-and-quality
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-june-19-2020
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-roundtable-governors-reopening-americas-small-businesses/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.toomey.senate.gov/files/documents/Congressional%20Oversight%20Commission%20Report%20(June%2018,%202020).pdf
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The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved the Nebraska and South 
Carolina to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $107.2 
million in awards to 310 recipients to increase the health workforce in rural 
and underserved communities. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced its participation in 
the COVID-19 Diagnostics Evidence Accelerator, a multi-stakeholder 
collaborative project to advance the development of diagnostics. 
 
The FDA launched a web resource for COVID-19 emergency use 
authorizations (EUAs_ for medical devices. 
 
The FDA published FAQs on its temporary policy related to food labeling 
requirements during COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending June 13, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.5 million, a 
decrease of 58,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
DOL issued guidance to assist employers reopening non-essential 
businesses and their employees returning to work during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced a 
$35.8 million grant to Arizona for personal protective equipment. 
 
FEMA announced it is phasing out Project Airbridge personal protective 
equipment distribution program. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced that John Deere 
shipped over 130,000 face shields to 49 VA medical centers in 27 states. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee held a hearing 
on “COVID-19 and US International Pandemic 
Preparedness, Prevention, and Response.” 
 
The Senate Armed Services Committee held a 
confirmation hearing for General Gustave Perna to be 
Chief Operating Officer, Project Warp Speed.  
 
The House Intelligence Committee held a hearing on 
“Emerging Trends in Online Foreign Influence Operations: 
Social Media, COVID-19, and Election Security.” 
 
The House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Select 
Revenue Measures held a hearing on “Tax Relief to 
Support Workers and Families during the COVID-19 
Recession.” 
 
The House Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Transportation and Maritime Security held a hearing 
called “Climbing Again: Stakeholder Views on Resuming 
Air Travel in the COVID-19 Era.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a hearing on “The 
Unemployment Pandemic: Addressing America’s Jobs 
Crisis.” 
 
Senator Wicker (R-MS), Rep. Blumenauer (D-OR), and 
others introduced the Real Economic Support That 
Acknowledges Unique Restaurant Assistance Needed to 
Survive Act to establish a $120 billion revitalization fund 
for independent restaurants.   
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to prohibit certain 
transactions during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Pocan (D-WI) introduced a bill to prohibit COVID-19 
liability waiver enforceability for large indoor gatherings. 
 
Rep. Balderson (R-OH) introduced a bill to require studies 
on actions taken to expand access to telehealth services 
under Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP during COVID-19. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/18/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-nebraska-and-south-carolina
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/18/hhs-awards-107.2-million-to-grow-and-train-health-workforce.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-additional-action-harness-real-world-data-inform-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/questions-and-answers-fdas-temporary-policy-food-labeling-changes-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-certain-food-labeling-requirements-during-covid-19-public-health
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201259.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201259.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4045.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/18/fema-grants-358-million-arizona-ppe
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/18/fema-phasing-out-project-airbridge
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5471
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-and-us-international-pandemic-preparedness-prevention-and-response-061820
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/20-06-18-nominations_--hokanson----perna
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/tax-relief-support-workers-and-families-during-covid-19-recession
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/climbing-again-stakeholder-views-on-resuming-air-travel-in-the-covid-19-era
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-panel-hold-hearing-jobs-crisis-caused-coronavirus-pandemic
https://fitzpatrick.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/fitzpatrick-blumenauer-wicker-sinema-introduce-restaurants-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4013?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7266?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7233?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=2
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June 17 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) released a Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) interim final rule to make revisions to the program’s third 
and sixth interim final rules. It also published a new EZ loan forgiveness 
application (with instructions) and a new standard loan forgiveness 
application (with instructions). 
 
The Treasury Department updated the Tribal Allocation Methodology for 
the Coronavirus Relief Fund second distribution. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) advised that new rules under the 
CARES Act provide flexibility for healthcare spending, including for 
telehealth and high deductible health plans and expansion of qualified 
medical expenses.  
 
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced a two-month 
extension of its foreclosure and eviction moratorium through August 31 for 
homeowners with FA-insured Single Family mortgages.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published guidance on 
Statistical Considerations for Clinical Trials During the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency.  
 
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released a 
COVID-19 Disinformation Toolkit designed to help state, local, tribal, and 
territorial officials bring awareness to misinformation, disinformation, and 
conspiracy theories appearing online. 

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “Telehealth: Lessons from 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Financial Services Committee held a hearing 
on “Monetary Policy and the State of the Economy.” 
 
The House Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
the “Paycheck Protection Program: Loan Forgiveness and 
Other Challenges.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Health held a hearing on “Health Care Inequality: 
Confronting Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in 
COVID-19 and the Health Care System.” 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a 
special enrollment period for health plans offered on the 
exchanges in response to coronavirus. 

June 16 

Vice President Pence published an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal 
entitled, “There Isn’t a Coronavirus Second Wave” in which he discusses 
the Administration’s efforts related to testing, PPE distribution, and 
vaccine development. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a fact 
sheet on Operation Warp Speed, which aims to deliver 300 million doses 
of a COVID-19 vaccine by January 2021. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced its All of Us Research 
Program launched research initiatives to seek new insights into COVID-19 
through antibody testing, a survey on the pandemic’s impacts, and 
collection of electronic health record information. 
 

The Senate Banking Committee held a hearing on “The 
Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to Congress.” 
 
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing to “Examine the Impacts of COVID-19 on 
the Energy Industry.”  
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Energy held a hearing on “Reviving Our Economy: 
COVID-19’s Impact on the Energy Sector.” 
 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on National 
Security, International Development, and Monetary Policy 
held a hearing on “Cybercriminals and Fraudsters: How 
Bad Actors are Exploiting the Financial System During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR--Revisions-to-the-Third-and-Sixth-Interim-Final-Rules.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Forgiveness-Application-3508EZ.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Forgiveness-Application-3508EZ.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Loan-Forgiveness-Application-Form-EZ-Instructions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/3245-0407-SBA-Form-3508-PPP-Forgiveness-Application.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/3245-0407-SBA-Form-3508-PPP-Forgiveness-Application.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Loan-Forgiveness-Application-Instructions_1.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Tribal-Allocation-Methodology-for-Second-Distribution.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-outlines-changes-to-health-care-spending-available-under-cares-act
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_081
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/statistical-considerations-clinical-trials-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency-guidance-industry?utm_campaign=SBIA%3A%20FDA%20Issues%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%2C%20%E2%80%9CStatistical%20Considerations&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.cisa.gov/covid-19-disinformation-toolkit
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/covid-19-disinformation-toolkit
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/telehealth-lessons-from-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406614
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3296
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-health-care-inequality-confronting-racial-and-ethnic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3991?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/vice-president-mike-pence-op-ed-isnt-coronavirus-second-wave/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/16/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/16/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/all-us-research-program-launches-covid-19-research-initiatives
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/06/08/2020/the-semiannual-monetary-policy-report-to-the-congress
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=0BAEEA0A-28C2-4961-BFE1-4BCF71277E44
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-reviving-our-economy-covid-19s-impact-on-the-energy-sector
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406613
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The Department of Commerce announced it awarded a $400,000 in Cares 
Act Recovery Assistant grant to help eight counties in northeast 
Mississippi respond to coronavirus. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued a reminder to nursing home 
and other car facilities that Economic Impact Payments generally belong 
to the recipients, not the organizations providing care. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said it will continue to limit 
non-essential travel at land ports of entry with Canada and Mexico. 
 
 

 
The House Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Oversight, Management, and Accountability held a 
hearing on “Business as Usual? Assessing How DHS Can 
Resume Operations Safely.” 
 
The House Oversight Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Crisis announced an investigation into how 
nursing homes have responded to the coronavirus 
outbreak. 
 
Senator Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to provide a tax 
credit to businesses that provide COVID-19 testing to their 
employees. 
 
Senator Coons (D-DE) introduced a bill to prioritize 
national service programs and projects that are directly 
related to the response to and recovery from the COVID-
19 public health emergency. 

June 15 

Vice President Pence held a briefing with governors and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force on COVID-19 response and recovery with a 
focus on supporting small businesses and workforce development. 
 
The White House confirmed that National Economic Council Deputy 
Director Andrew Olmem is leaving the White House at the end of the 
week. 
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin tweeted that he “will be having discussions 
with the Senate [Small Business Committee] and others on a bipartisan 
basis to strike the appropriate balance for proper oversight of [Paycheck 
Protection Program loans] and appropriate protection of small business 
information.” Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle have called for PPP 
loan recipients to be made public.  
 
Small Business Administration (SBA) Administrator Carranza sent a 
message to PPP lenders asking them to “redouble your efforts to assist 
eligible borrowers in underserved and disadvantaged communities” before 
the June 30 deadline to obtain a PPP loan number. 
 
The SBA reopened the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and EIDL 
Advance program portal to all eligible applicants experiencing impacts due 
to COVID-19. 

The House Education and Labor Committee held a 
hearing on “Budget Cuts and Lost Learning: Assessing 
the Impact of COVID-19 on Public Education.” 
 
The House Intelligence Committee held a hearing on the 
“Impact of COVID-19 in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
 
The House Oversight Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Crisis announced an investigation into the 
disbursement of PPP funds to determine whether 
implementation “has favored large, well-funded 
companies over struggling small businesses in 
underserved communities.” 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) and Rep. Speier (D-CA) introduced 
a bill to protect certain whistleblowers seeking to ensure 
accountability and oversight of the COVID-19 response. 
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to require states 
and localities to allow absentee voting in the November 
2020 general election for federal office for individuals 
impacted by coronavirus. 
 

https://www.eda.gov/news/press-releases/2020/06/16/pontotoc-ms.htm
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-alert-economic-impact-payments-belong-to-recipient-not-nursing-homes-or-care-facilities
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/06/16/acting-secretary-wolf-s-statement-extension-non-essential-travel-restrictions-canada
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/business-as-usual-assessing-how-dhs-can-resume-operations-safely
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/clyburn-launches-sweeping-investigation-widespread-coronavirus-deaths-nursing
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=5180
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3966?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3964?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery-supporting-americas-workers/
https://twitter.com/stevenmnuchin1/status/1272538036090417152?s=20&source=email
https://content.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/SBA%20Administrator%20Letter%20re%20Underserved%20Communities%206-15-20.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sbas-economic-injury-disaster-loans-and-advance-program-reopened-all-eligible-small-businesses-and
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/budget-cuts-and-lost-learning-assessing-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-public-education
http://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110793
https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/select-subcommittee-launches-investigation-disbursement-ppp-funds
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7227?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=10&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3961?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
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Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
announced that the Main Street Lending Program Lender Portal is open. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it will be seeking public comment via 
email until June 22 on its proposal to expand its Main Street Lending 
Program to provide access to credit for nonprofit organizations. It also 
released a Nonprofit Organization Expanded Loan Facility Loan Facility 
Term Sheet and New Loan Facility Term Sheet. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced updates to the Secondary Market 
Corporate Credit Facility, which will begin buying a broad and diversified 
portfolio of corporate bonds to support market liquidity and the availability 
of credit for large employers. The announcement includes a revised term 
sheet and updated FAQs. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it will resume examination activities for 
all banks. In March, it announced it would reduce its focus on exam 
activity in favor of outreach and monitoring related to coronavirus 
response measures. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued programmatic guidance to help 
ensure the accuracy of unemployment claims made due to 
implementation of the CARES Act. 
 
DOL published 14 additional translations of its “Seven Steps to Correctly 
Wear a Respirator at Work” beyond the original English and Spanish 
versions. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) revoked emergency use 
authorizations (EUAs) for hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine after a 
request from Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority 
(BARDA) Acting Director Dr. Gary Disbrow. FDA Chief Scientist Denise 
Hinton wrote that studies indicate the drugs “are unlikely to produce an 
antiviral effect” to treat coronavirus. The FDA also revised its fact sheet for 
healthcare providers on remdesivir to state that co-administration of 
remdesivir and chloroquine phosphate or hydroxychloroquine sulfate is 
not recommended as it may result in reduced antiviral activity of 
remdesivir.  
 

Rep. Lawrence (D-MI) introduced a bill to provide a tax 
credit for PPE to small businesses, nonprofits, 
independent contractors, veterans’ organizations, and 
farmers, among others, in any year in which the President 
declares a national emergency related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Hice (R-GA) introduced a bill to increase the 
eligibility of nonprofit organizations for PPP loans. 
 
House Intelligence Committee Chairman Schiff (D-CA) 
introduced a bill to direct the Director of National 
Intelligence to produce a National Intelligence Estimate on 
the threat of global pandemic disease. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1032
https://www.bostonfed.org/supervision-and-regulation/supervision/special-facilities/main-street-lending-program/information-for-lenders/docs.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200615b.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/contactus/feedback.aspx?refurl=%2FmainLending%2F
https://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/contactus/feedback.aspx?refurl=%2FmainLending%2F
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200615b1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200615b1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200615b2.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200615a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200615a1.pdf
https://www.newyorkfed.org/markets/primary-and-secondary-market-faq/corporate-credit-facility-faq
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200615a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200324a.htm
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200615
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=6819
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200615-1
https://www.fda.gov/media/138945/download?source=email
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-warns-newly-discovered-potential-drug-interaction-may-reduce?utm_campaign=FDA%20Warns%20of%20Newly%20Discovered%20Potential%20Drug%20Interaction%20That%20May%20Reduce%20Effectiveness&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-warns-newly-discovered-potential-drug-interaction-may-reduce?utm_campaign=FDA%20Warns%20of%20Newly%20Discovered%20Potential%20Drug%20Interaction%20That%20May%20Reduce%20Effectiveness&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7216?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=10&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7211/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7225/cosponsors?pageSort=lastToFirst&loclr=cga-member&searchResultViewType=expanded
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) launched the National COVID 
Cohort Collaborative (N3C), an analytics platform to harness nationwide 
COVID-19 patient data to speed treatments. 
 
A draft Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) policy statement 
provided guidance regarding the Commission’s response to the effects of 
the COVID-19 national emergency on oil pipelines. 
 
A draft Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) notice announced that the 
Commission issued 16 exemptions in responds to requests from 12 
licensees for temporary relief from certain regulations in response to the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 

June 14 
The Small Business Administration published an updated PPP Round 2 
Loan Report. 

 

June 13 

White House Trade Adviser Peter Navarro said during an interview that 
with regards to the next phase of coronavirus relief legislation, President 
Trump “is very interested in something on the order of at least $2 trillion.” 
The statement puts the White House at odds with Senate Majority Leader 
McConnell (R-KY), who is seeking a package of no more than $1 trillion. 
The House Democrats’ HEROES Act is approximately $3 trillion. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released 
consolidated recommendations for COVID-19 testing, including interim 
testing guidelines for nursing home residents and healthcare personnel, 
as well as testing strategy options for high-density critical infrastructure 
workplaces after a COVID-19 case is identified. The recommendations 
compile and update previous testing guidance. 

 

June 12 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
published another Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) interim final rule to 
make additional revisions to the first PPP interim final rule (dated April 2) 
to conform with the PPP Flexibility Act. SBA also published a new 
borrower application and a new lender application. 
 
The Treasury Department published the Tribal Allocation Methodology for 
the Second Coronavirus Relief Fund distribution. 
 
The Federal Reserve published its semiannual Monetary Policy Report. 
Chairman Jerome Powell will testify on the report next week before the 
Senate Banking and House Financial Services Committees.  
 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leaders sent a letter to Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) Chairman Pai requesting that the FCC 
provide additional transparency of the distribution of public 
funds through the COVID-19 Telehealth Program. 
 
The House Science, Space, and Technology Committee 
held a remote hearing on “The Role of AFG and SAFER 
Grants in COVID-19 Response.” 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-launches-analytics-platform-harness-nationwide-covid-19-patient-data-speed-treatments
https://ncats.nih.gov/n3c/about
https://ncats.nih.gov/n3c/about
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-12945.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-12961.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0613-covid19-testing-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR--Additional-Revisions-to-First-Interim-Final-Rule.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/document/sba-form-2483-paycheck-protection-program-borrower-application-form
https://www.sba.gov/document/sba-form--lender-application-form-paycheck-protection-program-loan-guaranty-0
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Tribal-Allocation-Methodology-for-Second-Distribution.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/files/20200612_mprfullreport.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Jt-8veEyWe3eAXtngrF4yZWjNDXKwB9HO4Md8DU-05d9EMG2yLA00EOgpLmcGKhdbgKRMZd4kQ7aWJORCnpd3oO1DZSOTeQ9yhUCdZrDIyK6VNpslhQBor1v5JWQs1Z4ZHjhEmqQgoOwDkgF2YXpZdCx52Ix6oxfalYRxsb7N-rVPqk7X2hVPP0oDZciUKAb-VPik8xTF_YJxPudEIYncYgjERiwMBeTMcgAGMu-2KmCRttsiWSXf2zMST-pmVMUCrlW7KkXsbFOzTUROOCUCewqYb2_CuWBd581CpJCLiNX01L0UZksaNdiunH3uwSsuB6t1cSKyku9G9P6pggk4JtfJmjQR_sDnJNZMqt5C2_LILk_pXmxMgZ3rgXxYJ1H&c=tWs7quESTwxPsif_LYcColOxhlPEP98VfC3Z0YOCFwx5Wh_EPkczQQ==&ch=DKsUhRjp5PPEoI4EFG1MiiS6OkWWEBy81VNLMTtKWrLxet7MXgtbcg==
https://science.house.gov/hearings/the-role-of-afg-and-safer-grants-in-covid-19-response
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The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced tax relief for certain 
taxpayers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic involved in new markets 
tax credit transactions. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published 
guidance on how healthcare providers can contact former COVID-19 
patients about blood and plasma donation opportunities.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published FAQs on hospital 
beds, stretchers, and mattresses during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 
 
The FDA announced it issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for 
Cue Health Inc.’s Cue COVID-19 Test, which is authorized for use at the 
Point of Care. 
 
The Department of Homeland security announced it added a new 
calculator to its online tools to estimate the natural decay of SARS-CoV-2 
in the air under various environmental conditions.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) hosted a webinar on coronavirus-related 
paid sick leave requirements for business owners, employers, and other 
stakeholders. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced it will distribute 
nearly 100 million cloth facial coverings to the aviation, transit, and 
passenger rail sectors for passenger use. 

June 11 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
published a new Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) interim final rule to 
revise the first PPP interim final rule by changing key provisions, such as 
the loan maturity, deferral of loan payments, and forgiveness provisions, 
to conform to the PPP Flexibility Act. It also makes conforming 
amendments to the use of PPP loan proceeds for consistency with 
amendments made in the Flexibility Act. Several of these amendments 
are retroactive to the date of enactment of the CARES Act, as required by 
section 3(d) of the Flexibility Act. SBA also updated its summary of 
cumulative PPP data as of June 11. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
awarded $8 million to 73 organizations to expand COVID-19 training and 
technical assistance for health centers.  
 

The Senate Aging Committee held a hearing on 
“Combating Social Isolation and Loneliness During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Financial Services Task Force on Financial 
Technology held a hearing on “Inclusive Banking During a 
Pandemic: Using FedAccounts and Digital Tools to 
Improve Delivery of Stimulus Payments.” 
 
The House Administration Subcommittee on Elections 
held a rescheduled hearing on “The Impact of COVID-19 
on Voting Rights and Election Administration: Ensuring 
Safe and Fair Elections.” 
 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-provide-tax-relief-to-investors-and-businesses-affected-by-covid-19-in-new-markets-tax-credit-transactions
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/12/guidance-on-hipaa-and-contacting-former-covid-19-patients-about-blood-and-plasma-donation.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/guidance-on-hipaa-and-contacting-former-covid-19-patients-about-blood-and-plasma-donation.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/hospital-beds-stretchers-and-mattresses-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/media/138823/download
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/news/2020/06/12/news-release-st-launches-tool-predict-decay-airborne-coronavirus
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/sars-airborne-calculator
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F107139898320&data=02%7C01%7CBurke.Rhonda%40dol.gov%7C697e3140488346310d5f08d807e1b818%7C75a6305472044e0c9126adab971d4aca%7C0%7C0%7C637268013317895631&sdata=VywPEA4n3%2BgFGHRC1CGDK0xyt%2FF2At0p8zoScGJERVo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/federal-government-distribute-nearly-100-million-cloth-facial-coverings
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-Revisions-to-First-Interim-Final-Rule.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7010?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7010%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/11/hhs-awards-8-million-to-expand-covid19-training-and-technical-assistance-health-centers.html
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/combating-social-isolation-and-loneliness-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406617
https://cha.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/impact-covid-19-voting-rights-and-election-administration-ensuring-safe
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In response to allegations that some nursing homes are seizing residents’ 
Economic Impact Payments, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
issued a statement reiterating that this practice is prohibited and with 
information on how to file complaints. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it is transferrin an 
additional 22,000 pieces of excess personal protective equipment to 
emergency and health professionals on the COVID-19 frontlines. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) issued guidance on employer leave-
based donation programs that aid victims of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending June 6, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.5 million, a 
decrease of 355,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) launched interactive COVID-19 
complaint data dashboards. The FTC has received more than 91,000 
COVID-19-related complaints since the beginning of the year representing 
more than $59.2 million in consumer losses. 
 
The Department of Education published an interim final rule to require 
higher education institutions to exclude undocumented students from 
CARES Act relief.  
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) updated its state-
by-state data on personal protective equipment. 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies held a hearing on the 
“Indian Health Service COVID-19 Response.” 
 
The House Veterans Affairs Committee held a hearing on 
“Assessing VA’s response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 90 
Days Later.” 
 
The House Natural Resources Committee held a hearing 
on “PROMESA Implementation During the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a briefing on “The 
Devastating Impact of the Coronavirus Crisis in America’s 
Nursing Homes.” 
 
Sen. Loeffler (R-GA) introduced a bill to rescind, modify, 
waive, or provide exemptions form regulations and other 
requirements that may inhibit economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Sen. Manchin (D-WV) introduced a bill to require states to 
make distributions from the state’s Coronavirus Relief 
Fund payment to local governments that did not receive a 
direct payment from the Fund. 
 
Sen. Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to permit K-12 
educational expenses to be paid from a 529 account 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Sen. Thune (R-SD) introduced a bill to extend federal 
guidance concerning the use of certain alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Sen. McSally (R-AZ) and Rep. Torres Small (D-NM) 
introduced bills to establish a virtual health pilot program 
to facilitate remote patient monitoring technology to 
maintain or expand access to healthcare services for 
people in rural areas during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/nursing-home-residents-right-retain-federal-economic-incentive-payments
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-providing-excess-ppe-fighting-covid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-provides-guidance-on-employer-leave-based-donation-programs-that-aid-victims-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-20-46.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201216.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201216.pdf
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/press-releases/2020/06/ftc-makes-more-state-level-data-available-about-covid-19-related?utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/data-visualizations/explore-data
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/data-visualizations/explore-data
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresactifreligibility6112020.pdf?source=email
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/11/fema-releases-latest-state-state-data-ppe
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/11/fema-releases-latest-state-state-data-ppe
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/indian-health-service-covid-19-response
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/promesa-implementation-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/select-subcommittee-briefing-on-the-devastating-impact-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3941?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3954?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3949?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3938?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3951?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=8
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Rep. Murphy (R-NC) introduced a bill to provide liability 
protection for covered providers during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 
Rep. Lynch (D-MA) introduced a bill to require a joint task 
force on air travel during and after the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Rep. Gonzalez (D-TX) introduced a bill to waive limitations 
and expansion of facility capacity under rural provider and 
hospital exception to ownership or investment prohibition 
during the COVID-19 emergency.   

June 10 

In testimony before the Senate Small Business Committee, Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin said that businesses of all sizes and in certain 
industries “are absolutely going to need more help” in the form of “another 
bipartisan legislation to put more money into the economy.” Mnuchin 
added that additional relief “needs to be much more targeted” to industries 
that have been especially disadvantaged, such as travel and restaurants.  
 
The Federal Reserve projected that the economy will contract by 6.5% 
this year and that the unemployment rate will drop to 9.3% by the end of 
the year. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a nationwide extension 
of a waiver to allow local partners to continue to serve free meals to all 
children, regardless of location, for the remainder of the summer. 
 
USDA approved the Virgin Islands to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer to provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) held a virtual town hall on 
Immediately in Effect Guidance on Coronavirus Diagnostic Tests. 
 
The FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for the first 
COVID-19 diagnostic tests utilizing next generation sequence technology. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a study to evaluate 
drugs prescribed to children with COVID-19. 
 

Senator Cornyn (R-TX) said that employer liability 
legislation Senate Republican leaders plan to release next 
month would let employers choose which government 
(federal, state, or local) safety guidelines to follow to be 
shielded from litigation if employees or customers contract 
coronavirus. As long as an employer follows the chosen 
guidelines in good faith, it would be subject to a safe 
harbor. 
 
The Senate Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“Implementation of Title I of the CARES Act” with 
Secretary Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Carranza. 
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “COVID-19: Going Back to 
School Safely.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Committee held a 
hearing entitled, “No Worker Left Behind: Supporting 
Essential Workers.” 
 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing, 
Community Development, and Insurance held a hearing 
on “The Rent is Still Due: America’s Renters, COVID-19, 
and an Unprecedented Eviction Crisis.” 
 
The House Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“The Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program: A View 
from Main Street.” 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7179?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7177?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7168?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/files/fomcprojtabl20200610.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-ensures-all-kids-can-get-free-meals-summer-nation-reopens
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/child-nutrition-area-eligibility-waiver
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/10/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-us-virgin-islands
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/virtual-town-hall-series-immediately-effect-guidance-coronavirus-covid-19-diagnostic-tests-06102020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-next-generation-sequence-test-diagnosing-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/media/138778/download
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funded-study-evaluate-drugs-prescribed-children-covid-19
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=C0E44E40-CC47-469C-9404-BE3EB4020AA0
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-going-back-to-school-safely
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/no-worker-left-behind-supporting-essential-workers
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=406611
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3289
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The FDA and NIH updated the CURE ID crowd-sourcing app for 
healthcare providers to share experiences treating COVID-19 patients 
who are unable to be enrolled in a clinical trial. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) published FAQs regarding the use of 
masks in the workplace. 
 
The DOL hosted two webinars to educate employers and employees in 
the Southeast on the paid sick leave and expanded family and medical 
leave benefits available under the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act and whistleblower protections. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) released guidance 
for providing mass care during a pandemic. 
 
Secretary of Education DeVos hosted a forum with K-12 education 
leaders on remote learning best practices during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

House Natural Resources Committee Democrats held a 
forum on “Examining Coronavirus Impacts on Wildland 
Fire Operations and Vulnerable Communities.” 

June 9 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
allocated the remaining $2.96 billion in CARES Act Emergency Solutions 
Grants funding to support homeless Americans and individuals at risk of 
becoming homeless due to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced at least 
$15 billion in additional distributions from the CARES Act Provider Relief 
Fund to eligible Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) providers and $10 billion in additional distributions to safety net 
hospitals. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) held a webinar on Respirators 
for Health Care Personnel Use during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a guide 
for patients and beneficiaries when considering in-person care options as 
healthcare facilities reopen.  
 
In a court filing, the Department of Education said it does not plan to 
publish an interim final rule to require higher education institutions to 
exclude undocumented students from CARES Act relief until June 15 at 
the earliest. A Department notice published yesterday said the interim final 
rule would come as early as today.  
 

House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) announced that 
pending committee action on the Justice in Policing Act, 
the House is now expected to meet on June 25 and 26 
and from June 29-July 2. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) published a 
whitepaper on “Preparing for the Next Pandemic” that 
outlines five recommendations related to testing, 
treatments, and vaccines; disease surveillance; 
stockpiles, distribution, and surges; public health 
capabilities; and improved coordination among federal 
agencies. The Committee is soliciting public feedback on 
the whitepaper until June 26 via 
pandemicpreparedness@help.senate.gov.  
 
The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee held a hearing on “Evaluating the Federal 
Government’s Procurement and Distribution Strategies in 
Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on 
“COVID-19 Fraud: Law Enforcement’s Response to Those 
Exploiting the Pandemic.” 
 

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/science-and-research-drugs/cure-id-app-lets-clinicians-report-novel-uses-existing-drugs
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200610
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/covid-19-faq.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200609
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/10/fema-releases-guidance-providing-mass-care-during-pandemic
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/188597
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/readout-us-department-educations-k-12-educator-forum-remote-learning-best-practices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/examining-coronavirus-impacts-on-wildland-fire-operations-and-vulnerable-communities
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_077
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/webinar-series-respirators-health-care-personnel-use-during-covid-19-pandemic-06092020-06092020
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-what-patients-should-know-about-seeking-health-care.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.cand.359334/gov.uscourts.cand.359334.35.0.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-12491.pdf
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0b0ca611-05c0-4555-97a1-5dfd3fa2efa4/preparing-for-the-next-pandemic.pdf
mailto:pandemicpreparedness@help.senate.gov
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/evaluating-the-federal-governments-procurement-and-distribution-strategies-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/covid-19-fraud-law-enforcements-response-to-those-exploiting-the-pandemic
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The Department of Education published FAQs for non-CARES Act 
competitive grant programs administered by the Office of Postsecondary 
Education in response to COVID-19.  

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing on “Wildfire Management in the Midst of 
COVID-19.” 
 
The Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on 
“Unemployment Insurance During COVID-19: The CARES 
Act and the Role of Unemployment Insurance During the 
Pandemic.” 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Environment and Climate Change held a remote hearing 
on “Pollution and Pandemics: COVID-19’s 
Disproportionate Impact on Environmental Justice 
Communities.” 
 
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
held remote hearing entitled “On the Front Lines: The 
Impacts of COVID-19 on Transportation Workers.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Economic and Consumer Policy held a briefing on 
“COVID-19 Antibody Testing: Uses, Abuses, Limitations, 
and the Federal Response.” 
 
House Natural Resources Committee Democrats held a 
forum on “After Coronavirus: Building a Prosperous, 
Environmentally Friendly Economy.” 
 
The Joint Economic Committee held a hearing on 
“Supporting Charitable Giving During the COVID-19 
Crisis.” 
 
Senator Murkowski (R-AK) introduced a bill to provide 
emergency relief for those experiencing homelessness 
due to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Sanders (I-VT) introduced a bill to provide critical 
healthcare resources in response to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) introduced a bill to protect the 
entitlement of individuals to Post-9/11 Educational 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/ope-covid19-faq.pdf
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=3656E5CA-8584-41F3-AA19-A8F14A2935B6
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/unemployment-insurance-during-covid-19-the-cares-act-and-the-role-of-unemployment-insurance-during-the-pandemic
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-pollution-and-pandemics-covid-19s-disproportionate-impact-on
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/on-the-front-lines-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-transportation-workers
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/subcommittee-on-economic-and-consumer-policy-covid-19-antibody-testing-uses
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/after-coronavirus-building-a-prosperous-environmentally-friendly-economy
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?ID=D8F31B33-A73F-4547-94A4-3D2FB4F18192
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3923?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3921?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3925?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
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Assistance who discontinue pursuit of education during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

June 8 

Vice President Pence met with governors to discuss reopening with a 
focus on reopening schools, camps, and universities. 
 
In a statement, Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Small Business 
Administration (SBA) Administrator Carranza said that the SBA will issue 
rules and guidance, a modified borrower application form, and a modified 
loan forgiveness application to implement Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) reforms pursuant to the Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility 
Act. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it expanded the Main Street Lending 
Program so that more small- and medium-sized businesses are able to 
receive support. Specifically, the Fed lowered the minimum loan size for 
certain loans from $500,000 to $250,000; increased the maximum loan 
size for all facilities; increased the term of each loan option from four to 
five years; extended the repayment period for all loans by delaying 
principal payments for two years, rather than one; and raised the Reserve 
Bank’s participation to 95% for all loans. The Fed also published new or 
updated term sheets for the Main Street New Loan Facility, the Main 
Street Priority Loan Facility, and the Main Street Expanded Loan Facility. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it awarded three Dislocated 
Worker Grants totaling nearly $17 million to help address the workforce-
related impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a Temporary Policy on 
Prescription Drug Marketing Act Requirements for Distribution of Drug 
samples During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. 
 
The FDA added the BioMedInnovations SuppleVent Ventilator to the list of 
ventilators authorized under the March 24 emergency use authorization 
(EUA) for certain ventilators and related accessories. 
 
The FDA launched two new webpages to help the public access 
information focused on Innovation to Respond to COVID-19 and 
Educational Resources. 
 
The Department of Education said in a notice that it will publish an interim 
final rule early this week to require higher education institutions to exclude 
undocumented students from CARES Act relief.  

Senator Loeffler (R-GA) introduced a bill to exempt certain 
businesses from liability arising from claims relating to an 
individual contracting COVID-19. 
 
Senator Manchin (D-WV) introduced a bill to establish a 
presumption that certain firefighters who are federal 
employees and have COVID-19 contracted that disease 
while in the performance of official duties. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-re-opening-efforts-2/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1026
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200608a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200608a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200608a2.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200608a2.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200608a3.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200608
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-prescription-drug-marketing-act-requirements-distribution-drug-samples-during-covid
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-prescription-drug-marketing-act-requirements-distribution-drug-samples-during-covid
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-prescription-drug-marketing-act-requirements-distribution-drug-samples-during-covid
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/innovation-respond-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-educational-resources
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-12491.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3915?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3910?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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June 7 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) report on approvals through June 6. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration reissued Emergency Use 
Authorizations (EUAs) revising which types of respirators can be 
decontaminated for reuse. 

 

June 5 

The President signed H.R. 7010, the Paycheck Protection Program 
Flexibility Act, into law. The bill reforms the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) to allow forgiveness for expenses beyond the current eight week 
covered period to 24 weeks. In a statement, the President said he signed 
the Act into law without delay to protect jobs, but urged Congress to pass 
the bill again “through traditional in-person voting,” questioning the 
constitutionality of the new House proxy voting system.   
 
During remarks at the White House, President Trump reiterated his desire 
for a payroll tax cut and said “we’ll be asking for additional stimulus 
money.” He also indicated he will pursue relief for the restaurant and 
entrainment industries. 
 
The Treasury Department published a PPP interim final rule on eligibility 
of certain telephone cooperatives. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Alaska to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a draft 
notice of amendment to its Declaration under the Public readiness and 
Emergency Preparedness Act for Medical Countermeasures Against 
COVID-19 to clarify that Covered Countermeasures under the Declaration 
include qualified pandemic and epidemic products that limit the harm 
COVID-19 might otherwise cause. 
 
HHS published an overview of initiatives to address the disparate impact 
of COVID-19 on African Americans and other racial and ethnic minorities. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its COVID-19 
Response At-A-Glance Summary. 
 
The FDA issued new guidance to expand the availability and capability of 
non-invasive monitoring devices. The guidance replaces March 20 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-reissues-emergency-use-authorizations-revising-which-types
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-98/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7010?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7010%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-by-the-president-40/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-Eligiblity-of-Certain-Telephone-Cooperatives.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/05/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-alaska
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-12465.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/hhs-fact-sheet-addressing-disparities-in-covid-19-impact-on-minorities.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-5-2020
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-june-5-2020
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-non-invasive-remote-monitoring-devices-used-support-patient-monitoring-during
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guidance called “Enforcement Policy for Non-Invasive Remote Monitoring 
Devices Used to Support Patient Monitoring During the COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency.”  
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced that a study identified a 
potential approach to treat severe respiratory distress in patients with 
COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) released the latest 
state-by-state data on personal protective equipment distribution. 
 
Department of Labor (DOL) May 2020 Employment Situation Report 
showed that total nonfarm payroll employment rose by 2.5 million last 
month and the unemployment rate declined to 13.3%. 1.5 million 
Americans left the labor force, or stopped seeking employment, between 
April and May. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued a revised Order to allow 
limited passenger flights between the US and China to resume.  

June 4 

The President signed an Executive Order on Accelerating the Nation’s 
Economic Recovery from the COVID-19 Emergency by Expediting 
Infrastructure Investments and Other Activities.  
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) cumulative data. 
 
The Treasury Department published Coronavirus Relief Fund FAQs on 
tribal population. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced guidance for Qualified 
Opportunity Funds and their investors in response to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it has approved more 
than $545 million in payments to producers who have applied to the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Programs. 
 
The USDA announced that the Farmers to Families Food Box Program 
has distributed more than five million boxes in support of farmers and 
families affected by COVID-19. 
 

The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “COVID-19: Going Back to 
College Safely.” 
 
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
held a hearing on “Infrastructure: The Road to Recovery.” 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education held a 
hearing on “COVID-19 Response” with CDC Director Dr. 
Redfield. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a briefing on “Addressing 
Racial Health Disparities in the Coronavirus Pandemic.” 
 
In a letter to colleagues, House Appropriations Committee 
Chairwoman Lowey (D-NY) said she intends to hold FY21 
subcommittee and full committee markups the weeks of 
July 6 and 13 in anticipation of bills being on the floor the 
weeks of July 20 and 27. 
 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/study-identifies-potential-approach-treat-severe-respiratory-distress-patients-covid-19
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/05/fema-releases-latest-state-state-data-ppe
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-modifies-june-3-order-regarding-chinese-carriers
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-accelerating-nations-economic-recovery-covid-19-emergency-expediting-infrastructure-investments-activities/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/FAQ-on-Tribal-Population-Data.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-provides-answers-about-coronavirus-related-tax-relief-for-qualified-opportunity-funds-and-investors
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/04/usda-issues-first-coronavirus-food-assistance-program-payments
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/04/usda-farmers-families-food-box-program-reaches-5-million-boxes
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-going-back-to-college-safely
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=60F7F92C-AE2B-40BB-ABEC-2626F1B5D4E3
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/covid-19-response-0
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/select-subcommittee-briefing-on-racial-health-disparities-in-coronavirus
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The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced a temporary policy 
for lenders to obtain FHA insurance endorsements on mortgages where 
the borrower has requested or obtained a COVID-19 forbearance. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released guidance 
for lab reporting requirements for COVID-19 response. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced test performance 
data from four antibody test kits from its independent performance 
validation study effort with the National Institute of Health (NIH). 
 
The FDA released a new video resource explaining the differences 
between COVID-19 diagnostic and antibody tests.  
 
The FDA issued a letter to clinical laboratory staff and healthcare 
providers about a safety risk with using transport media and SARS-CoV-2 
testing platforms that are not compatible.  
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published its first 
set of nursing home COVID-19 data and inspections results. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a report entitled, 
“Infectious Disease Modeling: Opportunities to Improve Coordination and 
Ensure Reproducibility.” 
 
The GAO published a Science and Tech Spotlight on COVID-19 
modeling. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending May 30, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 1.9 million, a 
decrease of 249,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
A Department of Commerce report showed that US exports fell 20.5% in 
April to $151.3 billion and imports fell 13.7% to $200.7 billion. The goods 
and services deficit was $49.9 billion, up $7.1 billion from March. A 
Department of Transportation (DOT) report showed that US and foreign 
airlines carried $15.2% less cargo by weight between the US and foreign 
points in March 2020 than in March 2019.  
 

Rep. Kuster (D-NH) introduced a bill to direct HHS to 
award contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements to 
expand and enhance manufacturing capacity of COVID-
19 vaccines and vaccine candidates. 
 
Rep. Davidson (R-OH) introduced a bill to expand the 
permissible use of funds under the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund. 
 
Rep. Cook (R-CA) introduced a bill to establish the 
Coronavirus County Relief Fund. 

https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_072
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/2020-16hsngml.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-publicly-shares-antibody-test-performance-data-kits-part-validation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hu7_xIsCRg
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/transport-media-safety-risk-use-compatible-transport-media-sars-cov-2-tests-use-bleach-letter
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/nursing-home-covid-19-data-and-inspections-results-available-nursing-home-compare
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-20-372
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707381.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201165.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201165.pdf
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/current_press_release/ft900.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOT/bulletins/28f0b37
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7104?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7094?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7090?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
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DOT issued a Final Order finalizing its tentative decisions to allow air 
carriers to incrementally adjust service obligations in light of ongoing 
challenges due to COVID-19. 

June 3 

Vice President Pence met with governors to discuss reopening and a 
phased approach to expanding testing, expanding healthcare capacity, 
and protecting the most vulnerable Americans, including nursing home 
residents. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) cumulative data. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced 
that more than 159 million Economic Impact Payments worth more than 
$267 billion have been distributed to all Americans for whom the IRS has 
necessary information to make a payment. An additional $2.5 billion has 
been distributed to US territory residents. 
 
The IRS announced temporary administrative relief allowing for remote 
signatures for certain retirement plan participants or beneficiaries who 
need to make participant elections. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it is expanding the number and type of 
entities eligible to use the Municipal Liquidity Facility (MLF). All states will 
be able to have at least two cities or counties eligible to directly issue 
notes to the MLF, regardless of population. Governors will also be able to 
designate two issuers whose revenues are generally derived from 
operating government activities to be eligible to use the MLF. The Fed 
also published an updated term sheet, FAQs, and MLF limits per state. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced a new web-based 
resource on Testing Supply Substitution Strategies. 
 
The FDA added content to the Q&A appendix in its Conduct of Clinical 
Trials of Medical Products during COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
guidance. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released a contact 
tracing communications toolkit for state health departments. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) said in an Order that it will ban 
passenger flights to the United States on Chinese airlines effective June 

The Senate passed H.R. 7010, the Paycheck Protection 
Program Flexibility Act, by unanimous consent, sending it 
to the President for his signature. The bill reforms the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to allow forgiveness 
for expenses beyond the current eight week covered 
period to 24 weeks. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee held a hearing on “The 
State of Transportation and Critical 
Infrastructure: Examining the Impact of the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Small Business Committee held a hearing on 
“Perspectives from Main Street: COVID-19’s Impact on 
Small Businesses.” 
 
The House Judiciary Committee held a hearing on 
“Protecting the Right to Vote During the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on 
Consumer Protection and Financial Institutions held a 
virtual hearing on “Promoting Inclusive Lending During the 
Pandemic: Community Development Financial Institutions 
and Minority Depository Institutions.” 
 
The House Budget Committee held a virtual hearing on 
“Addressing the Economic Impacts of COVID-19: Views 
From Two Former CBO Directors.” 
 
The House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on Health will 
hold a virtual hearing on “Mission Readiness: VA’s 
Preparedness for Natural Disasters During a Pandemic.”  
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) and 
Ranking Member Wyden (D-OR) and House Energy and 
Commerce Chairman Pallone (D-NJ) and Ranking 
Member Walden (R-OR) wrote a letter to Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Alex Azar asking when HHS 

https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/dot-statement-adjustment-service-obligations
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/final-order-adjustments-service-obligations
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-recovery/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1025
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-provides-relief-to-retirement-plan-participants-to-sign-elections-remotely
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200603a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200603a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200603a3.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200603a2.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/138548/download
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing-comms.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM29945
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-06/China%20Part%20213%20Phase%20Order%2020120-6-1%20Final.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7010?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7010%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/committee-announces-hearing-on-the-current-state-of-transportation-and-critical-infrastructure
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=0453FE61-7434-48CE-8421-F0BE9A6A665E
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2964
https://budget.house.gov/legislation/hearings/addressing-economic-impacts-covid-19-views-two-former-cbo-directors
https://veterans.house.gov/events/hearings/mission-readiness-vas-preparedness-for-natural-disasters-during-a-pandemic
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vEI9Moykt_Rf1lC_30Q9cPlnB5CSIppRUxzOzw4nn6jstcsjqVZZkCzgldhz5evS8vcNB3CCHSciDyknLHGho4Lh0Qw3oe7wWw3FMwIbBAUk9fEURhzQuoReRxbCVpYPYs6r5lALHyhIQkEA9-xd3Q1FyV66jXDUx4b5_GY1U8pky4b2Ym6p-y9JpnRWbgNOf_MsmDR1rOwqCNmsBv_mr14eTQIGaWtpo-aA84i9PzBqMrUWJDneWyFXSOlTQuDhJg_KpWk5hDeFUmGHTHdW6hmB2W5MHWGmHo2ywn8keUIaH6TGC_hGuZLenATxmtrq&c=qvrqo3gQKsfTD_NyAdq-uRSx09GAsS1kAMaJj6s7IuvgdZql2wJmUQ==&ch=BlXOflbkIl3RNDbwsF3I4Bb2m4SK7wP-S2Wn8Rpcjb2U-BCniQSmGA==
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16. The Civil Aviation Authority of China has so far not approved several 
US airlines’ requests to resume service to China amid the pandemic. 

will disperse $175 billion in funds authorized to support 
Medicaid-dependent providers’ COVID-19 response. 
 
Senators Lee (R-UT), Perdue (R-GA), Blackburn (R-TN), 
Loeffler (R-GA), and Tillis (R-NC) wrote a letter to Acting 
OMB Director Vought asking to phase out all federal 
regulations that have been waived during the COVID-19 
crisis. 
 
Senator Shaheen (D-NH) introduced a bill to ensure that 
veterans receive timely and effective healthcare during 
COVID-19. 
 
Senator Shaheen (D-NH) introduced a bill to defer action 
regarding certain debts arising from benefits under VA 
programs during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) introduced a bill to require 
DOT to support state and local government efforts to 
provide priority testing to certain transportation workers 
and to require certain passenger or freight equipment and 
facility owners and operators to clean and provide 
personal protective equipment. 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to increase 
support for the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Programs during COVID-19. 
 
Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a bill to establish or 
expand programs to improve health equity regarding 
COVID-19 and reduce or eliminate inequities. 

June 2 

The President signed a Memorandum on Governors’ Use of the National 
Guard to Respond to COVID-19 to Facilitate Economic Recovery 
extending the deployment of National Guard troops supporting 
coronavirus response efforts through August 21. 
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin participated in a G7 Finance Ministers call 
and issued a statement on the group’s efforts to respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Missouri to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 

The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on 
“Examining Best Practices for Incarceration and Detention 
During COVID-19.” 
 
The Senate Banking Committee held a remote hearing on 
“Implementation of Title IV of the CARES Act.” 
 
The Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on 
“COVID-19 and Beyond: Oversight of the FDA’s Foreign 
Drug Manufacturing Inspection Process.” 
 

https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/df503b8c-e914-424d-bbb5-a34782f49fae/letter-to-omb-on-regulatory-review.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3888?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3887?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3884?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3881?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3877?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1024
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/06/02/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-mississippi
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-best-practices-for-incarceration-and-detention-during-covid-19
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/implementation-of-title-iv-of-the-cares-act
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-and-beyond-oversight-of-the-fdas-foreign-drug-manufacturing-inspection-process
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children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it is 
providing an additional $250 million in CARES Act funding to healthcare 
systems to support pandemic response efforts. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published guidance for 
Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) and clinical investigators during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The FDA added a second ventilator developed by NASA and an 
emergency resuscitator for the Fitbit Flow to the list of authorized 
ventilators under the ventilator Emergency Use Authorization (EUA).  
 
The FDA and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) issued a Common 
Commentary to provide procedural assistance to sponsors and applicants 
who anticipate submission of pediatric product development plans for 
treatment and prevention of COVID-19. 
 
The FDA launched a webpage titled Coronavirus Disease 2019 
Resources for Health Professionals. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) issued guidance to protect agriculture workers from 
exposure to coronavirus.  DOL also issued a safety alert on protecting 
stockroom and loading dock workers in the retail industry. 
 
 

The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a remote hearing 
entitled “On the Front Lines: How Governors are Battling 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.” Governors Polis (D-CO), 
Whitmer (D-MI), and Hutchison (R-AR) testified. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Republican 
leaders announced recommendations for testing and 
surveillance as part of their Second Wave Preparedness 
Project and released a full report and a summary of key 
recommendations.  
 
Senator Gardner (R-CO) introduced a bill to increase FTC 
penalties during COVID-19. 

June 1 

The Small Business Administration updated its report on Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) approvals through May 30. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a $628 
million contract to advance manufacturing capabilities and capacity for a 
potential COVID-19 vaccine and therapeutics. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced 
enhanced enforcement actions for nursing homes with violations of 
longstanding infection control practices based on early trends in the most 
recent data regarding COVID-19 in nursing homes, as well as the results 
of the agency’s targeted infection control inspections. 
 

The Senate took steps to expedite consideration of the 
House-passed Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility 
Act, which would reform the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) to allow forgiveness for expenses beyond the 
current eight week covered period to 24 weeks.   
 
Senate Commerce Committee Ranking Member Cantwell 
(D-WA) and Senators Cassidy (R-LA) and Klobuchar (D-
MN) introduced the Exposure Notification Privacy Act to 
establish federal privacy protections for contact tracing 
apps. It is the third COVID-related data privacy bill, and 
the first to have bipartisan support. 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/02/hhs-provides-additional-250-million-help-us-health-care-systems-respond-covid-19.html
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20publishes%20guidance%20for%20IRBs%20and%20clinical%20investigators&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=13628&elqTrackId=5137353F466B1C0D05C0C1A95B8A494F&elq=2b2f9c31ff2b44bbaa2e1285baba6147&elqaid=12794&elqat=1
https://www.fda.gov/media/136528/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136528/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136423/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138489/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138489/download
https://www.fda.gov/health-professionals/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-resources-health-professionals
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200602-0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-agricultural-workers.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200602-0
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4029.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-on-the-front-lines-how-governors-are-battling-the-covid-19
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/news/walden-guthrie-announce-ec-republicans-second-wave-preparedness-project/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q1urFb-JvcihainE3obhOLVGdYqWwQz4-VcGYch7TJAsLxLpClXr5kvUaq95Y7SuWjmq3BZi4KFNZiO10PnGpzmlxw_s-prlWfpqmI_1jYbFwxfJZT7aZ2Wt-qoQL5sJ2dOZCenJqS_01v2rEgutnDWBuL8w4MsqiFDTp1BFHx7gnuiiEcvOAZFLb0NXH-DJW6yFSWd-j8Cvp5COK-1rb8_rFhlDsH0u2NUsDr4rbzIMUwTFwqIminJAbAFLpjtEaWUTS10WW4DSUFV3VCwF3Q7W3KNaAJSndXgv_IYXDD0=&c=5tX4Iap66YVxzHNuASKRQrIug_kQmEGc-DUfJHLOcfdWbLhQ26BL4w==&ch=DSP6an8YLweT3CBDHncnfosxUBK8lfMbchWxF2snkgt-AVX1ZCDUww==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q1urFb-JvcihainE3obhOLVGdYqWwQz4-VcGYch7TJAsLxLpClXr5kvUaq95Y7SuHnYxUP2zjxqNpozH0awxgN65Ezh7i1VGINzEW0aOuP_m-TQWlMnaUoYB5fTobCtRSd-KiWoSSk_tUP9aawa3x6u60VxvAab2hFrIY-43fBfmK6v0H_yDVjtnETBORJ8X46UF4zUQc5VzrVmZFw51SjnHUYEnTnIXHCb6KCg2v8wUNSXoOLG0xv_SbC3jlH4juT8ER08A1R3FAO6LIfR95SIOQcg5a727&c=5tX4Iap66YVxzHNuASKRQrIug_kQmEGc-DUfJHLOcfdWbLhQ26BL4w==&ch=DSP6an8YLweT3CBDHncnfosxUBK8lfMbchWxF2snkgt-AVX1ZCDUww==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3862?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/PPP_Report_200530.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/01/hhs-adds-628-million-contract-emergent-biosolutions-secure-manufacturing-capacity-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-unveils-enhanced-enforcement-actions-based-nursing-home-covid-19-data-and
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200525/BILLS-116hr7010-SUS.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200525/BILLS-116hr7010-SUS.pdf
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cantwell-cassidy-and-klobuchar-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-protect-consumer-privacy-promote-public-health-for-covid-19-exposure-notification-apps
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Exposure%20Notification%20Privacy%20Bill%20Text.pdf
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The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated its temporary policy for 
preparation of certain alcohol-based hand sanitizer products and its policy 
for temporary compounding of certain alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
products. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) awarded nearly 
$31.9 million to the University of Washington for COVID-19 response. 

The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
Government Operations held a briefing with the 
Department of Labor Inspector General. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to authorize 
emergency homeless assistance grants for COVID-19 
response. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to require the 
CDC to collect and report certain data concerning COVID-
19. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to create a 
Coronavirus Containment Corps. 
 
Senator Schatz (D-HI) introduced the COVID-19 
Pandemic Moment of Silence Act. 
 
Reps. Peters (D-CA) and Arrington (R-TX) and 58 other 
bipartisan House Members wrote a letter to leadership 
calling for provisions in the next coronavirus response 
legislation to address the national debt through budget 
reform. 
 
Rep. Rush (D-IL) introduced a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Agriculture to issue regulations with respect to COVID-
19 protection for workers in meat processing 
establishments. 
 
Rep. Porter (D-CA) introduced a bill to Direct the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants 
to address behavioral health needs caused by the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to study the effects of 
changes to telehealth under Medicare and Medicaid 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish or expand 
programs to improve health equity regarding COVID-19 
and reduce or eliminate inequities. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-temporary-policy-preparation-certain-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-products-during
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-temporary-compounding-certain-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-products-during-public-health
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/01/fema-awards-319-million-university-washington-covid-19-response
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/subcommittee-on-government-operations-briefing-with-the-inspector-general-for
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3856?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3850?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3848?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3846?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3846?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://scottpeters.house.gov/sites/scottpeters.house.gov/files/6.1.20%20Leadership%20Budget%20Reforms.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7082?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7080?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7078?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7077?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
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Rep. Jayapal (D-WA) and Senator Warren (D-MA) 
introduced a bill to ensure equitable and accountable use 
of COVID-19 relief funds and to prevent corruption and 
bias in the disbursement and supervision of those funds. 
 
Rep. Eshoo (D-CA) introduced a bill to observe the lives 
lost in the US due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
House Ways and Means Ranking Member Brady (R-TX) 
introduced a bill to provide relief to workers impacted by 
COVID-9 and to support reopening businesses.  
 
Ranking Member Brady (R-TX) introduced a bill to require 
states to certify a process for distributing Coronavirus 
Relief Funds to local governments. 
 
Rep. Garamendi (D-CA) introduced a bill to include 
special districts in the Coronavirus Relief Fund and to 
include them as an eligible issuer under the Municipal 
Lending Facility. 

May 31 
President Trump announced that the US delivered two million doses of 
hydroxychloroquine and will send 1,000 ventilators to Brazil. 

 

May 29 

President Trump said that the United States will withdraw from the World 
Health Organization. 
 
President Trump hosted a roundtable with industry executives on 
economic reopening. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a voluntary 
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) template for at-home sample 
collection kits in line with its revised Policy for COVID-19 Tests During the 
Public Health Emergency. 
 
The FDA announced its COVID MyStudies app is available to 
investigators as a free platform to securely obtain patients’ informed 
consent for eligible clinical trial when face-to-face contact is not possible 
or practice due to COVID-10 control measures. 
 
The FDA published a consumer update on understanding the regulatory 
terminology of potential preventions and treatments for COVID-19. 
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said the 
Senate will start crafting a Phase 4 bill, with strong liability 
protections, in a month and that it will be “the fourth and 
final bill.” 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) published a revised 
House schedule for the remainder of the year. In a letter 
to colleagues, Hoyer said the focus will be legislative work 
in committees to prepare must-pass legislation (including 
the National Defense Authorization Act, an infrastructure 
package that includes reauthorizing expiring surface 
transportation provisions, Water Resources Development 
Act reauthorization, legislation to strengthen and expand 
the ACA, and FY21 appropriations) for floor consideration 
in late June. Hoyer reminded Members that under new 
House rules, committees are required to hold two 
hearings with the possibility for Members to participate 
remotely before holding a remote markup. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7076?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7070?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7066?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7065?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7073?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/joint-statement-united-states-america-federative-republic-brazil-regarding-health-cooperation/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-roundtable-discussion-industry-executives-reopening/
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-coronavirus-disease-2019-tests-during-public-health-emergency-revised
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-coronavirus-disease-2019-tests-during-public-health-emergency-revised
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/science-and-research-drugs/covid-mystudies-application-app
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/understanding-regulatory-terminology-potential-preventions-and-treatments-covid-19
https://www.majorityleader.gov/sites/democraticwhip.house.gov/files/2020CALENDAR-UPDATED528.pdf
https://www.majorityleader.gov/sites/democraticwhip.house.gov/files/Dear%20Colleague%20House%20Summer%202020%20Calendar_1.pdf
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) updated its state-
by-state COVID-19 data with a focus on critical supplies delivered. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a statement of interest challenging 
the constitutionality of Maine Governor Janet Mills’ Executive Order 
limiting access to campgrounds. DOJ also filed a statement of interest 
challenging the constitutionality of Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment guidance for religious gatherings inside places of 
worship and filed a statement of interest in a lawsuit challenging several 
restrictions on businesses imposed by Michigan Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer. 

The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation held a virtual hearing on “The Status of the 
US Maritime Supply Chain During the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
National Security held a briefing with DOJ, the FBI, and 
CISA on cyberthreats related to the global coronavirus 
response. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander said in a statement that 
he disagrees with the President’s decision to withdraw 
from the World Health Organization. 

May 28 

President Trump tweeted that he will extend the deployment of National 
Guard troops supporting coronavirus response efforts through mid-
August.  
 
The White House confirmed that it will not release an economic forecast 
the summer, which while not required by law, has been a standard 
practice since the 1970s. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
announced that $10 billion of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Round 
2 funding will be set aside to be lent exclusively by Community 
Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs). 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida, Minnesota, and 
Hawaii to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
awarded $15 million to 52 Tribes, Tribal organizations, urban Indian health 
organizations, and other health services providers to Tribes across 20 
states to prepare for, prevent, and respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for a product that uses vapor hydrogen peroxide to 
decontaminate compatible N95 respirators that are, or potentially are, 
contaminated with SARS-CoV-2. 

The House voted 417-1 to pass the bipartisan Paycheck 
Protection Program Flexibility Act, which would reform the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to allow forgiveness 
for expenses beyond the current eight week covered 
period to 24 weeks. A similar bill that the Senate is 
expected to vote on next week would extend the covered 
period to 16 weeks. The House also voted 269-147 in 
favor of the Small Business Transparency and Reporting 
for the Underbanked and Taxpayers at Home (TRUTH) 
Act, which would direct the SBA to explain and justify all 
disbursements of coronavirus relief funds, but it failed to 
secure the two-thirds supermajority necessary to pass 
under suspension of the rules. 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised members 
that no further votes are expected in the House this week 
and that no votes are expected next week. An updated 
2020 legislative calendar will be released in the coming 
days. 
 
The House Education and Labor Subcommittee on 
Workforce Protections held a rescheduled hearing on 
“Examining the Federal Government’s Actions to Protect 
Workers form COVID-19.” 
 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/29/fema-releases-latest-state-state-covid-19-data
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/29/fema-releases-latest-state-state-covid-19-data
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-challenging-constitutionality-maine-governor-s
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1281586/download
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-freedom-religion-colorado-church
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1281611/download
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-support-businesses-suffering-arbitrary-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1281736/download
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/the-status-of-the-us-maritime-supply-chain-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/subcommittee-on-national-security-briefing-on-cyberthreats-to-us-and-global
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=FC9C1E80-1ACA-4276-907C-A60CF031B268
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1266041589455077381
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1020
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/28/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-florida-and-minnesota
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/28/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-hawaii
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/28/hhs-awards-15-million-to-combat-covid19-pandemic-in-rural-tribal-communities.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/138394/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138394/download
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200525/BILLS-116hr7010-SUS.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200525/BILLS-116hr7010-SUS.pdf
https://majorityleader.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5af264d7bacb33cab2f3e314&id=a81efb9be6&e=0b67706287
https://majorityleader.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5af264d7bacb33cab2f3e314&id=a81efb9be6&e=0b67706287
https://majorityleader.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5af264d7bacb33cab2f3e314&id=a81efb9be6&e=0b67706287
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/examining-the-federal-governments-actions-to-protect-workers-from-covid-19
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The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a four-year study on 
the impact of COVID-19 on veterans. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced 15.5 million cloth 
facial coverings will be distributed across the transportation workforce.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending May 23, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 2.1 million, a 
decrease of 323,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
DOL issued an alert on social distancing in the workplace. 
 
Senior Department of Defense (DOD) officials, including Secretary Esper, 
held a virtual town hall with service members, DOD civilians, and families 
about COVID-19. 
 
DOD announced a $2.2 million contract to increase domestic production 
of N95 mask respirator and mask ventilator filter production by over 30 
million in the next 120 days. 
 
The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) led the 
G7 Science and Technology Ministerial Meeting on the importance of 
science and technology in responding to and recovering from COVID-19. 
After the meeting, the Ministers issued a declaration of intent to 
collaboration on COVID-19 response and recovery. 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Veterans 
Affairs held a hearing on the “Department of Veterans 
Affairs Response to COVID-19.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Contracting 
and Infrastructure held a virtual forum on Small Business 
Development Center resources during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
House Homeland Security Committee Chairman 
Thompson (D-MS) wrote a letter to Acting Secretary of 
Homeland Security Wolf “to express profound 
disappointment in the ongoing failure of DHS to provide all 
of the documents and information the Committee has 
requested regarding the federal response to the 
coronavirus pandemic,” including information related to 
PPE distribution. 
 
Rep. Reed (R-NY) introduced a bill to provide a payroll tax 
credit for certain bonuses paid to employees who worked 
continuously during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Raskin (D-MD) introduced a bill to authorize and 
expand NIH programs with respect to post-viral chronic 
neuroimmune diseases to support COVID-19 response. 
 
Rep. Meuser (R-PA) introduced a bill to provide for an 
increased fine and term of imprisonment for fraud in 
connection with COIVD-19. 
 
Rep. King (R-IA) introduced a bill to provide federal relief 
to hog producers forced to euthanize hogs due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Gottheimer (D-NJ) introduced a bill to establish 
requirements for skilled nursing and assisted living 
facilities to manage the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Rep. Roe (R-TN) introduced a bill to provide for liability 
protection for healthcare providers for damages with 
respect to any harm caused by any act or omission of 
such professional or related entity in the course of 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5457
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-distribute-over-15-million-cloth-facial-coverings
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201122.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201122.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200528-0
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4027.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2198465/top-dod-officials-hold-virtual-town-hall-meeting/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2200654/dod-announces-defense-production-act-title-3-covid-19-ppe-project-22-million-in/
https://twitter.com/WHOSTP/status/1263471822965805062
https://www.state.gov/g7-science-and-technology-ministers-declaration-on-covid-19/
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/department-of-veterans-affairs-response-to-covid-19
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/uploadedfiles/05-28-20_forum_announcement.pdf
https://homeland.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Unanswered%20DHS%20Requests.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7058?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7057?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7055?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7051?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7048?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7059?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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arranging for or providing healthcare services during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Waters (D-CA) introduced a bill to eliminate cost-
sharing with respect to coverage of insulin as a covered 
Part D drug and associated medical supplies and to 
provide mail order access to insulin and such supplies 
under the Medicaid program during the COVID-19 
emergency. 

May 27 

The Treasury Department updated FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced 
safe harbor for taxpayers developing renewable energy projects amid 
COVID-related industry-wide delays in the supply chain for components 
needed to complete renewable energy projects otherwise eligible for tax 
credits. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced the award of four Dislocated 
Worker Grants totaling nearly $24 million to help Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Maine, and Washington address workforce-related impacts of the public 
health emergency. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published its Office 
of Inspector General (OIG) Strategic Plan for oversight of COVID-19 
response and recovery. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced a SARS-CoV-2 
reference panel, new tool to aid development and evaluation of diagnostic 
tests for COVID-19. The panel is available to commercial and laboratory 
developers who are interacting with the FDA through the pre-emergency 
use authorization (EUA) process. 
 
The FDA issued guidance on reporting a temporary closure or significantly 
reduced production by a human food establishment and requesting FDA 
assistance during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The FDA issued guidance on the effects of the COVID-19 public health 
emergency on formal meetings and user fee applications. 
 

For the first time in history, House Members cast votes 
remotely by proxy. Over 70 Members, all Democrats, 
submitted letters to the Clerk authorizing their proxies.   
 
The House Ways and Means Committee held a virtual 
hearing on “The Disproportionate Impact of COVID-19 on 
Communities of Color.” 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee Chair DeGette (D-CO) sent a letter to FDA 
Commissioner Hahn on the agency’s efforts to maintain 
food safety and address food supply disruptions during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Posey (R-FL) introduced a bill to provide for quality 
assurance of COVID-19 reimbursements and reporting. 
 
Rep. Meng (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide for 
emergency supplemental funding under the local 
agriculture market program for COVID-19 losses. 
 
Rep. Joyce (R-OH) introduced a bill to extend public 
safety officer death benefits to public safety officers whose 
death is caused by COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Hagedorn (R-MN) introduced a bill to provide 
emergency assistance to covered producers for market-
ready swine losses due to COVID019. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA), Rep. 
DeLauro (D-CT), and House Education and Labor 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7062?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-provide-safe-harbor-for-taxpayers-that-develop-renewable-energy-projects
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200527
https://oig.hhs.gov/about-oig/strategic-plan/COVID-OIG-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-new-tool-aid-development-and-evaluation-diagnostic-tests
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/how-submit-pre-eua-vitro-diagnostics-fda
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/how-submit-pre-eua-vitro-diagnostics-fda
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/reporting-temporary-closure-or-significantly-reduced-production-human-food-establishment-and
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/effects-covid-19-public-health-emergency-formal-meetings-and-user-fee-applications-questions-and
https://clerkpreview.house.gov/ProxyLetter#AllProxies
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/disproportionate-impact-covid-19-communities-color-0
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/disproportionate-impact-covid-19-communities-color-0
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001giwpBWiALT-AxOwOdB9yejwujMOhTYTpzoOppeXpbiKtk7xa6D2ye_4eqQ8cfvCOhir21YgnCTsDN2NgpG_CpkRvvvv8K2N9OZZX2MZBj-wDfHdKK1JKXYwBfYrAQMRfmORozJZ1DZM-FRGA8N5W88kz2H--zJZuo_eY28LdILXW6Ssf6QkiEkiMmJ-cCaR1w01WkY0yUQvty-rAC_vLzny7zeFunsMxKhjwTo7nCxql57bQMxgbrtVWJMjZhFNaZ0_zOF_Tods=&c=ABLqo5RqUR9KtOQ8hCFb3Tav-1cOJa1fU61f7FKsOfINTIKH9dDUCw==&ch=Lpr1Oizwq4x_q3he2mc7pNJktrH0w0T2NHFq6d8azYebTCYh96eO5w==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7037?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7035?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7031?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7030?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
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National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) Director Dr. 
Fauci said, “the scientific data is really quite evident now about the lack of 
efficacy” of hydroxychloroquine to treat coronavirus.  
 
The Federal Reserve Bank of New York hosted a virtual forum called “Too 
Important to Fail: Minority-Owned Businesses Navigating COVID-19 and 
Beyond.” 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced it will 
resume some non-emergency public services on June 4. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced it 
made $5.5 million in federal disaster aid available for medical supplies and 
equipment to support healthcare workers in Ohio. 
 
The State Department issued a statement through the Freedom Online 
Coalition (FOC) reiterating that access to factual and accurate information, 
including through a free and independent media online and offline, helps 
people take necessary precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Committee Chairman Scott (D-VA) introduced the Child 
Care is Essential Act to create a $50 billion Child Care 
Stabilization Fund to stabilize the sector and support 
providers to safely reopen and operate. 
 
Rep. Kilmer (D-WA) introduced a bill to establish a tax 
credit for training services received by individuals who are 
unemployed as a result of the pandemic. 

May 26 

Vice President Pence met with governors and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force to discuss the COVID-19 response and 
reopening efforts, including efforts to maximize testing and outbreak 
modeling. 
 
National Economic Council Director Larry Kudlow said the Administration 
may support “back to work” bonus payments in Phase 4 coronavirus 
response legislation, specifically citing a proposal by Senator Portman (R-
OH) that would temporarily provide unemployed workers with an extra 
$450 per week upon returning to work. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its summary of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 data. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Washington to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) in response to concerns relating to insufficient supply 
and availability of gowns and other apparel for use by healthcare 

Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) issued a 
statement praising the Administration’s report to Congress 
on its testing strategy.  
 
The House Oversight and Reform Committee held a 
briefing with the Principal Deputy Inspector General (IG) 
for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
focused on the IG’s April report on the resource 
challenges hospitals have been facing during the COVID-
19 crisis. 
 
The House Financial Services Subcommittee on Investor 
Protection and Capital Markets held a virtual roundtable 
on “Examining the Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on 
US Capital Markets.” 
 
House Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) and other 
Republicans filed a lawsuit challenging the 
constitutionality of new House rules allowing for remote 
voting by proxy. In response, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said 
in a statement that the rules are “fully consistent with the 
Constitution” and “supported by expert legal analyses.” 

https://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/events/regional_outreach/2020/0527-2020
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-preparing-resume-public-services-june-4
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/27/fema-provides-more-55-million-promedica-health-system
https://www.state.gov/freedom-online-coalition-statement-on-covid-19-and-internet-freedom/
https://delauro.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/delauro-scott-murray-members-introduce-50-billion-child-care
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7027?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7027?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7032?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-governors-briefing-covid-19-response-re-opening-efforts/
https://www.portman.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/senate-floor-portman-discusses-need-incentivize-returning-work-boost
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/26/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-washington
https://www.fda.gov/media/138326/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138326/download
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/briefings/briefing-with-the-principal-deputy-inspector-general-for-the-department-of
https://financialservices.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=406580
https://www.republicanleader.gov/mccarthy-statement-on-lawsuit-against-proxy-voting/
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/52620
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personnel as personal protective equipment (PPE) for use in healthcare 
settings to protect from the transfer of COVID-19. 
 
The FDA published recommendations for sponsors requesting EUAs for 
decontamination and bioburden reduction systems for face masks and 
respirators during the COVID-19 public health emergency and updated its 
enforcement policy for face masks and respirators. 
 
The FDA approved an abbreviated new drug application to facilitate 
tracheal intubation and provide skeletal muscle relaxation during surgery 
or mechanical ventilation amid increased demand for certain products 
during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The FDA provided flexibility to farms regarding eligibility for the qualified 
exemption under the Produce Safety Rule during the COVID-19 public 
health emergency.  
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a Science & Tech 
Spotlight on COVID-19 vaccine development. 
 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Pai and 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Director Krebs 
wrote letters to governors and Washington, DC Mayor Bowser urging 
them to recognize certain communications infrastructure entities and 
workers as essential to COVID-19 response efforts. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced COVID-related personnel 
and move guidance to relax the stop-movement order that has been in 
effect since early March. DOD also released a Pentagon Reservation Plan 
for Resilience and Aligning with National Guidelines for Opening Up 
America Again. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) launched a website with coronavirus-
related guidance for construction employers and workers. 
 
The General Services Administration (GSA) published an outline of 
purchasing resources and support for state and local governments eligible 
for direct access to GSA sources during the national emergency. 

 
Senators Grassley (R-IA) and Ernst (R-IA) wrote a letter to 
the FDA requesting clarification on its temporary policy for 
the manufacture of alcohol-based hand sanitizer products. 
 
Reps. Pocan (D-WI), Blunt Rochester (D-DE), and Crist 
(D-FL) introduced the COVID-19 Emergency Production 
Act to require the President to use authorities under the 
Defense Production Act to require emergency production 
of COVID-19 supplies, including PPE, all testing supplies, 
and any future vaccine. 
 
Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide a 
cause of action for violations of law related to COVID-19. 
 
House Oversight and Reform Chair Maloney (D-NY) 
introduced a bipartisan bill to provide financial stability to 
the USPS during the coronavirus pandemic. 

May 25 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its report on Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 approvals through May 23. 
 

House Speaker Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY), House Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman Pallone (D-NJ), and Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Ranking 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/recommendations-sponsors-requesting-euas-decontamination-and-bioburden-reduction-systems-face-masks
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-face-masks-and-respirators-during-coronavirus-disease-covid-19-public-health
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/ob/results_product.cfm?Appl_Type=A&Appl_No=214308#54
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-provides-flexibility-farms-regarding-eligibility-qualified-exemption-under-produce-safety-rule
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707152.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707152.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-364566A1.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2198059/dod-officials-unveil-covid-related-personnel-move-guidance/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/26/2002305810/-1/-1/1/PENTAGON-RESERVATION-PLAN-FOR-RESILIENCE-AND-ALIGNING-WITH-NATIONAL-GUIDELINES-FOR-OPENING-UP-AMERICA-AGAIN.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/26/2002305810/-1/-1/1/PENTAGON-RESERVATION-PLAN-FOR-RESILIENCE-AND-ALIGNING-WITH-NATIONAL-GUIDELINES-FOR-OPENING-UP-AMERICA-AGAIN.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/26/2002305810/-1/-1/1/PENTAGON-RESERVATION-PLAN-FOR-RESILIENCE-AND-ALIGNING-WITH-NATIONAL-GUIDELINES-FOR-OPENING-UP-AMERICA-AGAIN.PDF
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/construction.html
https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/Purchasing%20Resources%20and%20Support%20for%20State%20and%20Local%20Governments.pdf
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/05.26.20%20Letter%20to%20FDA.pdf
https://pocan.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/pocan-blunt-rochester-crist-introduce-covid-19-emergency-production-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7018?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7018?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7020?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/bipartisan-lawmakers-introduce-postal-preservation-act-to-save-the-postal
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7015?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=10&r=1
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 93 

The Department of Health and Human Services delivered a 
congressionally mandated report on the Administration’s national COVID-
19 testing strategy. 

Member Murray (D-WA) released a joint statement critical 
of the Trump Administration’s new report to Congress 
outlining its national testing strategy. 

May 24 
President Trump signed a Proclamation restricting most non-US citizens 
from entering the country if they have been in Brazil in the past 14 days. 

 

May 23 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued interim 
guidance for communities of faith to consider in the course of preparing to 
reconvene for in-person gatherings while still working to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
The CDC issued interim guidelines for COVID-19 antibody testing in 
clinical and public health settings. 

 

May 22 

President Trump signed a Proclamation honoring the victims of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department published an interim final rule on loan 
forgiveness and an interim final rule on loan review procedures and 
related borrower responsibilities for the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP).  
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) released 
updated state-by-state figures for Economic Impact Payments. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Arkansas to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it is 
distributing nearly $4.9 billion in additional relief funds to skilled nursing 
facilities to combat COVID-19. 
 
HHS announced $500 million in payments from the Provider Relief Fund 
to the Indian Health Service (IHS) and tribal hospitals, clinics, and urban 
health centers to support the tribal response to COVID-19. 
 
HHS announced a 45 day deadline extension for providers receiving 
payments from the Provider Relief Fund to accept the Terms and 
Conditions for payments. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced that Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research (CDER) Director Dr. Janet Woodcock will be 

House Judiciary Committee Democrats held a virtual 
roundtable on COVID-19 in prisons and jails. 
 
Bipartisan House Energy and Commerce Committee 
leaders wrote a letter to White House Coronavirus Task 
Force Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx urging the 
Administration to develop a national COVID-19 vaccine 
plan. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) and House 
Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Pallone (D-
NJ) wrote a letter to Secretary Azar calling for the 
Administration to update and resubmit its report on 
COVID-19 demographic data.  
 
Rep. Wagner (R-MO) introduced a bill to initiate 
negotiations for a bilateral agreement on compensation 
between the US and China relating to the spread of 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Hartzler (R-MO) introduced a bill to provide liability 
protection for nonprofit organizations during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) introduced a bill to prohibit 
certain transactions during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/COVID%20National%20Diagnostics%20Strategy%2005%2024%202020%20v%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/52520-0
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/COVID%20National%20Diagnostics%20Strategy%2005%2024%202020%20v%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antibody-tests-guidelines.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM29085
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-honoring-victims-novel-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-Loan-Forgiveness.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR-SBA-Loan-Review-Procedures-and-Related-Borrower-and-Lender-Responsibilities.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-release-latest-state-by-state-economic-impact-payment-figures-for-may-22-2020
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/22/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-arkansas
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-nearly-4.9-billion-distribution-to-nursing-facilities-impacted-by-covid19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-500-million-distribution-to-tribal-hospitals-clinics-and-urban-health-centers.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-45-day-compliance-deadline-extension-for-providers.html
https://twitter.com/SteveFDA/status/1263909620004896771
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2935-7741
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2935-7741
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yOtxNhwQW2nK-d2HzwDdCvurTEV4edgwNY144tefiNOkRazRibLlxRkRlIze_7t5tMhTxPxPKzNzQ6YxT2nzgoNQwumLVPCQ4Gqq9pfg2_01KtAJh5uRR2Fv-iB4QS6M-2AG7EZBGDB5zP4VgArWpPTuRoijqqCfyfdyPCAITTQiELirdPYxx0gP1F_FISGFN3WATNcHRTwlHr_vSv_SuETALap95JfcEmBA9gxoRUl8gK9pDN-80octo6PuXPpPRZc4eEUIHrOiF8ZVI_YYNA==&c=6s4vZ0gL0Icn9Zelno2uERCTThzURyXEtOlCiTyxs7fk5kfQi4N7Ug==&ch=jBPRx2blLZ1kkO_3Ny2W8iwCCa52Mqg2wEuEuDHG433D_P60rft43g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017Br-6IGThLWsedYbwir3olkTPA-wmXMkmoheQYFANgJXCaZ8ghX4gy4mF-uWKWhUEMB_BBJ0PZ5IA1AHIb53PsmO2UWLCmXmXcV_prymmULdqE2Go8a3M5SWitx3jUmbteXR8fh3TpnuGsEsmvMcaLYbvxACBUQUUqYo0TuiMxPaCbErmNNeL2aYM9_rkU4-tYWBMiH7p_0mFhRxrNaUkXgAluf69YadsuKptCaA3Xl6e5oY3n0YqpvbcqQqTKVqon-DvrnVesJY57CWdcXxeMrLc_7CKxvCKMEmwr2nb9_TtCgU5ycMwCPWLsHR0Z_CATYxC123LjSiH1u68JiJWZBYs9cVeI_GFdQpCN1AEgzV0qUBd1tmzdL-29uGqW0xSJ3XxD4CR--5jgLI7gwS3bW_Qe5yC3ODcVn64UDJzfHlXYv4257fTtpYBN71dNB-TDc1eVqZahjzXvXjfnovdTGNNe3bna6Vqy_nGuhuF1qzQbc5t0Kpmk0hxAa7Baa8LqeFmFKi1iAKIVt_CV5pagER8MnjXFSg_ZxV948EW8Kl-QXNWv1Cj_MvPhmGvDHc4rIL4jC2uC19grGPC8ADHx3lFgSr8dh4&c=bWc-Fwb7DfAOaSj2nvzrLWP-_hSO7QB1E-P7980qKgZ21G6RqF7Eew==&ch=VoeuBmborXthPoFrtgmjEZb4OqeTkTVFjP6HUgYv_qII1rexReiJIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017Br-6IGThLWsedYbwir3olkTPA-wmXMkmoheQYFANgJXCaZ8ghX4gy4mF-uWKWhU__XOggwoQnXIzEnuh4SV4G0tiSV8IO9WVAfREgwToqJ8CpgHF6pwfx5OmV-lS50C7KFSlyBFcThpMzGZBBndNgYgp1RXUs1qgwiQE_T6O_geNvzoJEStkPVCnmDwm8dejNrKRw2OTsLeTnCZ2PaG7qmo77JHqu5EP5_GaHqVOUdFZLsjvqkU6V3flZ8rB0s8aj2ncGV2HQASyGLpQK3PcW9SL4kMxczAl_iEpCFFAtdYo1tIPVUdHcroU8MYkbhKuo8fHaoir1N38IuVqmkRn3d7jhLZbCyuA4SCV_2iBUk7HEZtX4O1usfhopkHYeQs0XkbWkHZUins9Qm8l06wDGh3SYmFvai5Bq87-QidIP5bMr7zLb19I-T3GExIiKTR3GPKtM88JVfhB_bL1FtsT5WCDJvBBH1_5PifrYGQTDvcj6Mt3-XIRIbbE9olbyinyVif730eF2zeAdZVMjMmihEP_nWIRTi2AuJ5GVHqK4Jkw2DerWM115SsvpGWrSnOErkJuYABnWbyPRY8h_2Ob-11ENlZohMbwUstWLD-O2s5XtwEiPhPjA==&c=bWc-Fwb7DfAOaSj2nvzrLWP-_hSO7QB1E-P7980qKgZ21G6RqF7Eew==&ch=VoeuBmborXthPoFrtgmjEZb4OqeTkTVFjP6HUgYv_qII1rexReiJIg==
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7007?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6976?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6989?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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detailed to Commissioner Hahn’s office to focus on bringing coronavirus 
treatments to market. Dr. Patrizia Cavazzoni will serve as Acting CDER 
Director. Dr. Peter Marks, who the White House announced last week 
would be leading Operation Warp Speed, is stepping down from that 
initiative and will return to his role as Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research (CBER) Director to focus on vaccine and therapeutics 
development.  
 
The FDA and USDA released recommendations to help address 
shortages of personal protective equipment (PPE), cloth face coverings, 
disinfectants, and sanitation supplies in the food and agriculture industry 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA updated its COVID-19 At-A-Glance Summary providing facts, 
figures, and highlights of the agency’s response efforts. 
 
The FDA updated FAQs on Testing for SARS-CoV-2 to clarify information 
about at-home self-collection and what tests should no longer be 
distributed for COVID-19. 
 
The FDA issued guidance to provide additional temporary flexibility in food 
labeling requirements to manufacturers and vending machine operators. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced that the Navy and Army 
are partnering for 3D printing of COVID-19 test swabs. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released state employment and 
unemployment data for April 2020 showing that unemployment rates were 
higher last month in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
 
The DOL Wage and Hour Division (WHD) held a webinar for state and 
local governments in its Southeast region to educate them on the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a statement of interest challenging 
the legality of certain actions Illinois Governor Pritzker has taken in 
response to the pandemic. 

Rep. Kuster (D-NH) introduced a bill to extend the period 
in which governors may order members of the National 
Guard to active duty in connection with COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Eshoo (D-CA) introduced a bill to protect older adults 
and people with disabilities living in nursing homes, 
intermediate care facilities, and psychiatric hospitals from 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Cunningham (D-SC) introduced a bill to provide 
certain members of the National guard serving on active 
service in response to COVID-19 the transitional health 
benefits provided to members of the reserve components 
separating from active duty. 
 
Rep. Cohen (D-TN) introduced a bill to provide for cash 
refunds for canceled airline flights and tickets during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Panetta (D-CA) introduced a bill to direct DOD and 
VA to treat a period of full-time National Guard duty, 
performed in response to the COVID-19 national 
emergency, as not shorter than 90 days. 
 
Rep. Ryan (D-OH) introduced a bill to establish the 
Coronavirus Mental Health and Addiction Assistance 
Network. 
 
Rep. McGovern (D-MA) introduced a bill to encourage the 
protection and promotion of internationally recognized 
human rights during the coronavirus pandemic. 

May 21 

The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
released a Procedural Notice on the Paycheck Protection Program Lender 
Processing Fee Payment and 1502 Reporting Process. 
 

A bipartisan group of senators introduced legislation to 
extend the current eight-week period businesses have to 
use Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans to pay 
employees and other expenses for the loan to be forgiven 
to 16 weeks. The bill would also allow businesses to use 

https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-and-usda-release-recommendations-those-food-and-agriculture-sector-experiencing-shortages-ppe
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/food-and-agriculture-considerations-prioritization-ppe-cloth-face-coverings-disinfectants-and
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-testing-sars-cov-2
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-announces-temporary-flexibility-policy-regarding-certain-labeling-requirements-foods-humans
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2194256/navy-army-partner-for-3d-printing-of-covid-19-test-swabs/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/laus.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/laus.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/families-first-coronavirus-response-act-webinar-for-state-and-local-govts-tickets-104133746840
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-challenging-legality-illinois-governors-sweeping
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1278636/download
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6980?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6972?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6967?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6965?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6957?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6999?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6986?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/5000-20028.pdf
https://www.collins.senate.gov/newsroom/senator-collins-urges-colleagues-pass-bipartisan-bill-extend-increase-flexibility-paycheck
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Treasury Secretary Mnuchin said “there is strong likelihood we will need 
another [coronavirus relief] bill.” 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that it is making up to 
$1 billion in loan guarantees to help rural businesses meet their working 
capital needs during the pandemic. In addition, agricultural producers that 
are not eligible for USDA Farm Service Agency loans may receive funding 
through the Business & Industry CARES Act Program. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it will 
provide up to $1.2 billion to support a collaboration with AstraZeneca to 
make available at least 300 million doses of a coronavirus vaccine with 
the first doses delivered as early as October 2020. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a list of antibody tests 
that are being removed from the “notification list” of tests being offered 
under the Policy for Coronavirus Disease-2019 Tests During the Public 
Health Emergency. 
 
The FDA issued guidance on Supplements for Approved Premarket 
Approval or Humanitarian Device Exemption Submissions during the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.  
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) updated its policy on elective 
surgeries and procedures. 
 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) published a Science & Tech 
Spotlight on COVID-19 testing.  
 
A Department of Labor (DOL) Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
Report found that for the week ending May 16, the advance figure for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 2.4 million, a 
decrease of 249,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced updated 
security procedures in response to COVID-19 that will be implemented 
nationwide by mid-June. 
 
The Federal Emergency management Agency (FEMA) announced it 
approved crisis counseling assistance for Wyoming residents struggling 
with stress and anxiety as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. 

PPP loans to purchase personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for employees and to install or expand protections 
like drive-thru windows. There was an effort to pass the 
bill this evening by unanimous consent, but Leader 
McConnell said the Senate will instead vote on the 
legislation after the Memorial Day recess. With that 
commitment, Senator Gardner (R-CO), who previously 
said he would attempt to block the Senate from leaving 
without taking up legislation to reform PPP, dropped his 
objection.  
 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and House 
Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) met with President 
Trump, Secretary Mnuchin, and White House Chief of 
Staff Meadows to discuss Phase 4 legislation. McConnell 
reiterated, and all agreed, that the bill must include liability 
protections. Senator Grassley (R-IA) said that Senate 
negotiations will not start until the third or fourth week of 
June. Senator Blunt (R-MO) added that passing a bill by 
the July recess would be a challenge, but it should be 
passed before the August recess. 
 
The Senate Aging Committee held a hearing on “Caring 
for Seniors Amid the COVID-19 Crisis.” 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Innovation 
and Workforce Development held a virtual forum on 
business interruption insurance policies. 
 
Senate Agriculture Committee Ranking Member 
Stabenow (D-MI) introduced a bill to protect the continuity 
of the food supply chain in response to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Bennet (D-CO) introduced a bill to establish a 
loan program for businesses affected by COVID-19 and to 
extend the loan forgiveness period for PPP loans made to 
the hardest hit businesses. 
 
Senator Schatz (D-HI) introduced a bill to expand the FCC 
Rural Health Care Program in response to COVID-19. 
 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/21/usda-provide-1-billion-loan-guarantees-rural-businesses-and-ag
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-and-industry-cares-act-program
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/21/trump-administration-accelerates-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-to-be-available-beginning-in-october.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-testing-sars-cov-2
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-coronavirus-disease-2019-tests-during-public-health-emergency-revised
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-coronavirus-disease-2019-tests-during-public-health-emergency-revised
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/supplements-approved-premarket-approval-pma-or-humanitarian-device-exemption-hde-submissions-during
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2194074/resumption-of-elective-surgery/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707071.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707071.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201058.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20201058.pdf
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2020/05/21/tsa-prepared-summer-travelers-updated-security-procedures
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/21/fema-approves-covid-19-crisis-counseling-wyoming
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/caring-for-seniors-amid-the-covid-19-crisis
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3282
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3840?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3814?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3838?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=2
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Senator Schatz (D-HI) introduced a bill to observe the 
lives lost due to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Sullivan (R-AK) introduced a bill to authorize 
issuance of US Pandemic Bonds to aid in funding of relief 
efforts. 
 
Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a bill to establish 
DemocracyCorps to assist state and local governments 
administer elections and to establish special procedures 
and authorize funding for the 2020 federal election in 
response to COVID-19.  
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) introduced a bill to establish 
the Coronavirus Mental Health and Addiction Assistance 
Network.  
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to encourage 
protection and promotion of internationally recognized 
human rights during the coronavirus pandemic. 

May 20 

President Trump formally announced that Brooke Rollins will serve as 
Assistant to the President and Acting Director of the Domestic Policy 
Council, succeeding Joe Grogan. Derek Lyons will serve as Assistant and 
Counselor to the President. 
 
President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Utah. 
 
The Treasury Department published a new Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) interim final rule on the second extension of limited safe harbor with 
respect to certification concerning need for PPP loan and lender reporting. 
 
The Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), 
National Credit Union Administration (NCUA), and Comptroller of the 
Currency issued principles for offering small-dollar loans in a responsible 
manner to meet financial institutions customers’ short-term credit needs 
under extraordinary circumstances like the COVID-19 public health 
emergency.  
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and the District of Columbia to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) announced in a letter to 
colleagues that in light of a notification from the Sergeant-
at-Arms, in consultation with the Office of Attending 
Physician, she designated a “covered period” to allow for 
remote voting for the first time in House history. 
Committees will also be able to hold remote hearings, 
including to markup legislation. The Rules Committee 
published resources for remote voting and remote 
committee proceedings. 
 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) pledged to 
House Republicans that enhanced unemployment 
benefits like those enacted in the CARES Act will not be 
included in Phase 4 relief legislation. 
 
The Senate Homeland Security Committee held a 
business meeting to consider the nomination of Brian 
Miller to serve as Special Inspector General for Pandemic 
Recovery. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee advanced the 
Restoring Safety in the Skies Act, which would establish a 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3817?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3830?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3822?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3825?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3819?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=3
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-appointments-executive-office-president-7/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-continued-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-3/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/IFR--Second-Extension-of-Limited-Safe-Harbor-with-Respect-to-Certification-Concerning-Need-for-PPP-Loan-and-Lender-Reporting-5-20-2020.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200520a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200520a1.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/20/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-kentucky-tennessee-and-dc
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/52020
https://www.speaker.gov/sites/speaker.house.gov/files/SAAletter-section1ofHouseResolution965.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/press-releases/key-documents-congressional-emergency-remote-proceedings
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/05/13/2020/business-meeting-
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/E51E71CC-408B-4D49-B545-14AAA51CC2A3
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Transfer to provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. 
 
The Department of Education published FAQs about the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief Fund. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HSRA) provided $225 
million in Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement 
Act funding to Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) for COVID-19 testing. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) informed employees that Center 
for Biologics Evaluation and Research Director Peter Marks and Center 
for Drug Evaluation and Research Director Janet Woodcock will recuse 
themselves from reviewing potential COVID-19 vaccines and treatments 
in light of their work with the Coronavirus Task Force and Operation Warp 
Speed, the White House-led effort to develop and deliver a coronavirus 
vaccine. 
 
A Government Accountability Office (GAO) report found that infection 
control deficiencies were widespread and persistent in nursing homes 
prior to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of State announced an additional $162 million in foreign 
aid to fight COVID-19, including support for emergency food assistance. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced updated guidance to 
commanders on changing local Force Health Protection Condition levels 
to allow bases to begin planning to return to normal operations in the 
COVID environment.  
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released a fact sheet on 
measures on the border to limit the further spread of coronavirus. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published COVID-
19 Pandemic Operational Guidance for the 2020 Hurricane Season. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Wage and Hour Division (WHD) held a 
webinar for employers in its Southeast region to educate them on the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act. 

joint task force on the operation of air travel during and 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The House Education and Labor Subcommittee on 
Workforce Protections postponed a hearing on 
“Examining the Federal Government’s Actions to Protect 
Workers from COVID-19.” DOL released excerpts of its 
written testimony. 
 
The House Small Business Subcommittee on Rural 
Development, Agriculture, Trade, and Entrepreneurship 
held a virtual forum with rural leaders on economic 
challenges facing rural communities during COVID-19. 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee held a 
teleconference forum with former Strategic National 
Stockpile Director Greg Burel. 
 
The House Ways and Means Committee published 
resources on the HEROES Act, the CARES Act, and the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act, as well as 
relevant IRS, DOL, and HHS guidance. 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to extend the 
period in which Governors may order members of the 
National Guard to active duty in connection with COVID-
19. 
 
Senator Sanders (I-VT) introduced a bill to provide 
reimbursements for certain costs of healthcare items and 
services, including prescription drugs, furnished during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency.  
 
Senator Merkley (D-OR) introduced a bill to reimburse US 
citizens for costs incurred for commercial flights arranged 
by the State Department to evacuate them from foreign 
countries due to COVID-19 and to waive promissory notes 
and the obligation to repay emergency repatriation loans 
related to such travel. 
 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/05/FAQs-GEER-Fund.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/20/hhs-provides-225-million-for-covid19-testing-in-rural-communities.html
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/707069.pdf
https://www.state.gov/delivering-on-american-commitments-in-the-covid-19-response-with-additional-foreign-assistance/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2193138/changing-of-health-protection-condition-levels-during-covid-19/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/20/fact-sheet-dhs-measures-border-limit-further-spread-coronavirus
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1589997234798-adb5ce5cb98a7a89e3e1800becf0eb65/2020_Hurricane_Pandemic_Plan.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1589997234798-adb5ce5cb98a7a89e3e1800becf0eb65/2020_Hurricane_Pandemic_Plan.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/families-first-coronavirus-response-act-ffcra-webinar-for-employers-tickets-104073215790
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/examining-the-federal-governments-actions-to-protect-workers-from-covid-19
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200520
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3279
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-committee-members-hold-teleconference-forum-with-former-strategic
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ways-and-means-committee-covid-19-resources
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3791?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3790?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3786?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
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Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide monthly 
rebates to every individual residing in the US during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) introduced a bill to establish a 
tax credit for training services received by individuals who 
are unemployed as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Senator Bennet (D-CO) introduced a bill to waive the 
matching requirement for payments made to states for 
election security grants under the CARES Act. 

May 19 

President Trump signed a Regulatory Relief to Support Economic 
Recovery Executive Order directing federal agencies to identify any 
regulations that can be temporarily waived to promote job creation and 
growth and to determine any regulations currently suspended during the 
national emergency that should be permanently rescinded. 
 
The Treasury Department updated Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
FAQs and the Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its report on 
PPP approvals through May 16. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced details of the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), which will provide up to 
$16 billion in direct payments to deliver relief to farmers and ranchers 
impacted by the pandemic.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a four-
year, $354 million contract to expand pharmaceutical manufacturing in the 
United States for use in procuring medicines needed during the COVID-19 
response and future public health emergencies. The contract can be 
extended for up to a total of $812 million over 10 years. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced an agreement to 
collaborate on advanced analytical techniques to answer urgent COVID-
19 research questions. 
 
The FDA announced a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 
USDA to help prevent interruptions at FDA-regulated food facilities, 
including fruit and vegetable processing. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new study to 
investigate pregnancy outcomes resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The House is expected to vote next week on the 
bipartisan Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act to 
reform the PPP to allow forgiveness for expenses beyond 
the eight week covered period, eliminate restrictions 
limiting non-payroll expenses to 25% of loan proceeds, 
eliminate restrictions that limit loan terms to two years, 
ensure full access to payroll deferment for businesses that 
take PPP loans, and extend the rehiring deadline to offset 
the effect of enhanced unemployment insurance. The 
House will also vote on the Small Business Transparency 
and Reporting for the Underbanked and Taxpayers at 
Home (TRUTH) Act to direct the SBA to explain and justify 
all disbursements of coronavirus relief funds. 
 
The Senate Banking Committee held a hearing on “The 
Quarterly CARES Act Report to Congress” with Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin (testimony) and Federal Reserve 
Chairman Powell (testimony). 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology held a teleconference 
forum with FCC Chairman Pai on consumer protection, 
broadband, and spectrum issues related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. A recording is available. 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations published a COVID-19 
Oversight Plan that focuses on testing and contact 
tracing, the personal protective equipment (PPE) supply 
chain, COVID-19 vaccines and vaccine candidates, food 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3784?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3779?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3778?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=3
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-regulatory-relief-support-economic-recovery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-regulatory-relief-support-economic-recovery/
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions_05%2019%2020.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/19/usda-announces-details-direct-assistance-farmers-through
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/19/hhs-industry-partners-expand-us-based-pharmaceutical-manufacturing-covid-19-response.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-collaborations-promote-rigorous-analyses-real-world-data-inform
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/usda-fda-strengthen-us-food-supply-chain-protections
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/domestic-mous/mou-225-20-011
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funded-study-investigate-pregnancy-outcomes-resulting-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6886?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22dean+phillips%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6782?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22dean+phillips%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6782?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22dean+phillips%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6782?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22dean+phillips%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=8
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/the-quarterly-cares-act-report-to-congress
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Mnuchin%20Testimony%205-19-201.pdf
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Powell%20Testimony%205-19-20.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/communications-and-technology-subcommittee-announces-teleconference-forum
https://t.co/i1X5XA1pkS?amp=1
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/COVID-19%20Oversight%20Plan_FINAL.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/COVID-19%20Oversight%20Plan_FINAL.pdf
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced new 
guidance and FAQs for state and local officials to ensure safe reopening 
of nursing homes. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced revised policies for enforcing 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requirements with 
respect to coronavirus as state economies reopen. 
 
DOL released updated resources for employers, employees, and states to 
prevent fraud or misuse in the unemployment insurance system, including 
the new CARES Act unemployment programs. 
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin participated in a call with G7 finance 
ministers to discuss domestic and international economic responses 
underway and strategy to accelerate economic activity as economies 
begin to reopen. 
 
Secretary of Commerce Ross published an op-ed on “3 Factors Why This 
Economic Bounceback Won’t Mirror 2008.” 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) updated guidance on identifying 
essential critical infrastructure workers during the COVID-19 response.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced it is 
amending and extending until further notice an Order temporarily 
suspending introduction of certain persons migrating through Canada and 
Mexico into the United States. 
 
The CDC published considerations for institutes of higher education and 
youth sports to inform reopening and resuming activities. 
 
The Department of Education published a fact sheet on states’ 
responsibilities to provide services to English learners during the COVID-
19 outbreak. 

safety and supply, and commitment to science and public 
health. 
 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee Democrats sent a letter to Chairman Johnson 
(R-WI) requesting a hearing to examine the federal 
government’s response to COVID-19, including testing 
capacity and PPE acquisition and distribution. 
 
Senators Cruz (R-TX), Lee (R-UT), Braun (R-IN), and 
Loeffler (R-GA) introduced the Right to Test Act to let 
states approve and distribute diagnostic tests when the 
state or federal government has declared a public health 
emergency. 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to protect older 
adults and people with disabilities from COVID-19. 
 
Senator Jones (D-AL) introduced a bill to incentivize 
businesses and employers to help in the fight against 
COVID-19. 
 
Senator Daines (R-MT) introduced a bill to require states 
to pass-through 45% of amounts paid from the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund to local governments that did not 
receive a direct payment from the Fund. 
 
Rep. Schneider (D-IL) introduced a bill to direct the 
President to appoint a Medical Supplies Response 
Coordinator to coordinate federal government efforts 
regarding supply and distribution of certain supplies and 
equipment related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to incentivize research 
by higher education institutions on COVID-19 at-homes 
testing. 
 
Rep. Spano (R-FL) introduced a bill to temporarily 
suspend payroll taxes during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Jayapal (D-WA) introduced a bill to establish a grant 
program for employers adversely affected by COVID-19. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-issues-guidance-ensure-states-have-plan-place-safely-reopen-nursing-homes
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfs-states-and-regopolicy-and/nursing-home-reopening-recommendations-state-and-local-officials
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-nursing-home-reopening-recommendation-faqs.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200519-0
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-05-19/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200519
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1013
https://www.commerce.gov/news/op-eds/2020/05/op-ed-commerce-secretary-wilbur-l-ross-3-factors-why-economic-bounceback-wont
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.1_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/order-suspending-introduction-certain-persons.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/CDC-265-Order-Renewal_5-19-20-p.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/covid-19-el-factsheet.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/download/200519_letter_coronavirushearingrequest
https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=press-releases&id=4956747D-1DC5-44DF-A9E5-560F3F878B1C
https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/92db8117-5d5e-4d9b-8a30-c9e3ef7389b4/2020.05.18---right-to-test-act.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3768?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3757?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3767?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6952?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6924?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6920?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6918?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 100 

 
Rep. Speier (D-CA) introduced a bill to authorize a 
program of death and hospitalization benefits for essential 
workers who die as a result of COVID-19 or related 
complications. 
 
Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to assist older 
Americans and people with disabilities affected by COVID-
19. 
 
Rep. Frankel (D-FL) introduced a bill to establish a 
National COVID-19 Resource Center for Older Adults and 
to authorize a Health Aging Program. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to require uniform 
treatment of nationally recognized statistical rating 
organizations under certain programs carried out in 
response to the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Boyle (D-PA) introduced a bill to provide coverage 
and payment for services furnished to individuals who are 
patients in institutions for mental diseases during and after 
the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Rep. Sherrill (D-NJ) introduced a bill to establish a 
Coronavirus Local Community Stabilization Fund. 

May 18 

The Treasury Department published an interim final rule for the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) on treatment of entities with foreign affiliates. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced it is starting to send 
nearly four million Economic Impact Payments by prepaid debt card, 
instead of by paper check. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
nearly $77 million in CARES Act funding will support up to 8,300 
additional housing choice vouchers to provide affordable housing to non-
elderly people living with disabilities. 
 
The US Department of Agriculture USDA approved Colorado, Missouri, 
and Wyoming to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures. 

The Congressional Oversight Commission released its 
first report, which focuses on the $500 billion Congress 
authorized in the CARES Act for the Treasury Department 
to make loans, loan guarantees, and other investments to 
provide liquidity to businesses, state, and municipalities.  
 
Senate Commerce Committee Ranking Member Cantwell 
(D-WA) wrote a letter to Secretary of Transportation Chao 
calling for uniform national social distancing guidelines for 
the aviation sector. 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a 
COVID-19 Compensation Fund. 
 
Senator Menendez (D-NJ) introduced a bill to establish a 
Coronavirus Local Community Stabilization Fund. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6955?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6951?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6935?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6934?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6926?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6954?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Treatment-of-Entities-with-Foreign-Affiliates.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1012
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_067
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/18/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-colorado-missouri-and-wyoming
https://www.toomey.senate.gov/files/documents/COC%201st%20Report_05.18.2020.pdf
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/download/letter-to-secretary-chao-social-distancing
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3755?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3752?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=1
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The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it is 
delivering $11 billion in Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement Act funding to support COVID-19 testing. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will provide $10.25 billion to 
states, territories, and local jurisdictions and the Indian Health Service 
(HIS) will provide $750 million to IHS, tribal, and urban Indian Health 
programs. 
 
The CDC published an overview of its activities and initiatives supporting 
the COVID-19 response and the President’s plan for Opening Up America 
Again. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) Wage and Hour Division (WHD) held a 
webinar for employees in its Southeast region to educate them on the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it will begin to 
reintroduce healthcare services in selected VA facilities on May 18. 
 
The VA announced a new initiative requesting public donations to help 
provide emergency relief and facilitate remote access to healthcare for 
veterans who are homeless or at risk of homelessness during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published a fact 
sheet on efforts to increase manufacturing capacity of critical medical 
supplies and equipment to address the pandemic and prepare for future 
needs. 
 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo condemned Taiwan’s exclusion from the 
World Health Assembly, noting that “no one disputes that Taiwan has 
mounted one of the world’s most successful efforts to contain the [COVID-
19] pandemic to date.” The Department of Health and Human Services 
issued a similar statement. 

May 16 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated data on the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Round 2. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued the first Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for a standalone at-home sample collecting kit that 
can be sent to specified laboratories for COVID-19 diagnostic testing. 

The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on 
National security held a briefing on coronavirus in Africa. 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/18/hhs-delivers-funding-to-expand-testing-capacity-for-states-territories-tribes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/funding-update.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/funding-update.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/families-first-coronavirus-response-act-ffcra-webinar-for-employees-tickets-103519533712
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5454
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5453
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/18/covid-19-pandemic-supply-chain-expansion-line-effort
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/18/covid-19-pandemic-supply-chain-expansion-line-effort
https://www.state.gov/taiwans-exclusion-from-the-world-health-assembly/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/19/us-statement-on-taiwan-participation-at-the-world-health-assembly.html
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-standalone-home-sample-collection-kit-can-be-used
https://www.fda.gov/media/138144/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138144/download
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/subcommittee-on-national-security-holds-briefing-on-coronavirus-in-africa
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May 15 

President Trump formally announced that former GlaxoSmithKline 
vaccines chief Moncef Slaoui will serve as Chief Scientist for Operation 
Warp Speed, the government’s effort to develop and deliver a coronavirus 
vaccine. General Gustave Perna will serve as Chief Operating Officer. 
 
Vice President Pence announced five new members of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force: Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, 
Secretary of Eugene Labor Scalia, National Institutes of Health Director 
Dr. Francis Collins, Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HSRA) Administrator Thomas Engels, and Dr. Peter Marks, Director of 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Center for Biologics Evaluation 
and Research. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) released the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) Loan Forgiveness Application. 
 
The Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and 
Comptroller of the Currency announced temporary changes to their 
supplementary leverage ratio rule to provide flexibility to certain depository 
institutions to expand their balance sheets in order to provide credit to 
households and businesses in light of challenges arising from the 
coronavirus response. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) released new material for partner 
groups sharing information related to Economic Impact Payments.  
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that three nationwide 
waivers will be extended to provide child nutrition program operators with 
additional flexibility during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The USDA approved Louisiana and Indiana to operate Pandemic 
Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of children 
eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced the award of seven 
Dislocated Workers Grants totaling nearly $27 million to help address the 
workforce-related impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a joint mortgage and 
housing assistance website for Americans impacted by COVID-19. 
 

The House passed the HEROES Act, Democratic 
leadership’s $3 trillion Phase 4 proposal, 208-199. Ahead 
of the vote, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) wrote a letter to 
colleagues urging them to support the bill. 
 
Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised Members that the 
House is not expected to meet again until May 27, at 
which point it will consider FISA reauthorization 
legislation. Votes on additional COVID-19 legislation are 
possible.  
 
Rep. Smith (R-NJ) introduced the New Jersey, New York, 
and Highly Impacted States COVID-19 Relief Fund Act. 
 
Rep. Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a 
COVID-19 Compensation Fund. 
 
Rep. Jayapal (D-WA) introduced a bill to provide 
reimbursements for certain costs of healthcare items and 
services, including prescription drugs, furnished during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Jackson Lee (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a 
program for granting lawful permanent resident status to 
alien healthcare professional providing medical services 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Eshoo (D-CA) introduced a bill to require HHS to 
provide updated information about COVID-19 testing to 
the public. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to required federal 
agencies to develop and provide notice to tenants of 
housing relief provided by federal actions to respond to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to expand 
compassionate release authority and elderly home 
confinement access for offenders with heightened 
coronavirus risk. 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/15/trump-administration-announces-framework-and-leadership-for-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/new-members-white-house-coronavirus-task-force-announced/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1010
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/3245-0407-SBA-Form-3508-PPP-Forgiveness-Application.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200515a.htm
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-expands-partner-materials-for-economic-impact-payments-continues-sweeping-effort-to-share-details-in-multiple-languages
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-extends-flexibilities-paves-way-meals-kids-continue-through
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-louisiana-and-indiana
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200515
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5451
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
mailto:https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/51520
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6914?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6914?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6909?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6906?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6905?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6901?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6899?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6900?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=3
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The VA announced a new clinical trial for veterans with COVID-19 based 
on a Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved prostate cancer drug. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a notice 
to inform the public that it is exercising enforcement discretion for 
noncompliance with HIPAA requirements in connection with good faith 
participation in the operation of COVID-19 Community-Based Testing 
Sites (CBTS). 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an updated At-A-Glance 
document providing an overview of facts, figures, and highlights of the 
agency’s response efforts. 
 
The FDA issued a Consumer Update on coronavirus testing basics. 
 
The FDA published a detailed list of contacts for questions about medical 
devices, including Emergency Use Authorizations (EUAs), during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published 
guidance for testing animals for SARS-CoV-2 and interim guidance for 
veterinarians treating companion animals during the COVID-19 response. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published a new 
Informational Bulletin providing states guidance on how to temporarily 
modify Medicaid managed care contracts to address the impact of 
COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) released state-by-
state data on personal protective equipment (PPE) distribution. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a letter to the National Pork 
Producers Council announcing it will not challenge proposed collaborative 
efforts to work with USDA to address certain hardships facing hog farmers 
as a result of COVID-19. 

Rep. Hartzler (R-MO) introduced a bill to provide liability 
protection for meat processing facilities during the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 
Rep. Hayes (D-CT) introduced a bill to increase access to 
food delivery under SNAP to address COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Newhouse (R-WA) introduced a bill to clarify that 
receipt of coronavirus assistance does not affect the tax 
treatment of ordinary business expenses. 

May 14 

The President delivered remarks on COVID-19 testing. 
 
During a visit to Owens & Minor in Pennsylvania, the President 
announced new actions to replenish the Strategic National Stockpile. The 
President also signed an Executive Order invoking the Defense 
Production Act to authorize the US International Development Finance 
Corporation (DFC) to support domestic production of strategic resources 

House Democratic leadership offered a revised version of 
the HEROES Act that scales back the initial student debt 
relief proposal and adds $1 million for a study on the 
spread of coronavirus-related disinformation. 
 
The House Rules Committee met to consider The 
HEROES Act and a resolution to authorize remote voting 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5452
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-09099.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138094/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/contacts-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/animal-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/veterinarians.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/Federal-Policy-Guidance/Downloads/cib051420.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/fema-releases-state-state-ppe-data
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/188127
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-supports-national-pork-producers-council-s-ability-combat-meat-shortage
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1276971/download
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6883?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6904?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6884?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=8&r=4
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-press-briefing-covid-19-testing/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-owens-minor-inc-distribution-center-allentown-pa/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-ensuring-strong-national-stockpile-industrial-base-needed-meet-challenge/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-delegating-authority-dpa-ceo-u-s-international-development-finance-corporation-respond-covid-19-outbreak/
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/LOWEY_033_xml5142012090595.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/meeting-announcement-thursday-may-14-2020
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
https://l49clxbs.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.house.gov%2Fbillsthisweek%2F20200511%2FBILLS-116hres965.pdf/1/02000000rh9n8hok-kbvck7hc-lo1c-nd9r-ffqo-78sdbodovq80-000000/gyQrBLZFC9Sj0QaU0xv6rHZ4amk=161
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needed to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak, including strengthening 
relevant domestic supply chains. 
 
The Treasury Department published guidance for completing 
supplemental requests for information to determine the second distribution 
of the Coronavirus Relief Fund to Tribal governments. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) published updated data on 
Paycheck Protection Program Round 2 loans. 
 
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) announced it is extending its 
foreclosure and eviction moratorium through June 30 for homeowners with 
FHA-insured Single Family mortgages and supporting new FHA-insured 
mortgage originations by extending temporary policy flexibilities for 
lenders and appraisers. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved New Hampshire to 
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $5 
million is available to support studies that evaluate the responsiveness of 
healthcare delivery systems, healthcare professionals, and the overall US 
healthcare system to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an alert to inform 
consumers that early data suggest potential inaccurate results from using 
the Abbott ID NOW point-of-care test to diagnose COVID-19. 
 
The FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for infusion 
pumps and infusion pump accessories for COVID-19. 
 
The FDA issued updated guidance for pharmacy compounders that 
experience shortages of PPE they typically use to compound human 
drugs intended to be sterile. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new clinical trial of 
hydroxychloroquine and azithromycin to treat COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a call 
for nominations for the new contractor-led Coronavirus Commission on 

by proxy and provide for official remote committee 
proceedings. 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Health held a hearing on “Protecting Scientific Integrity in 
COVID-19 Response.” 
 
Senators Blumenthal (D-CT) and Warner (D-VA) and 
Reps. Eshoo (D-CA), Schakowsky (D-IL), and DelBene 
(D-WA) introduced the Public Health Emergency Privacy 
Act to establish enforceable privacy and data security 
rights for health information collected during the 
pandemic. 
 
Senator Shaheen (D-NH) introduced a bill to modify the 
accelerated and advance payment programs under 
Medicare Parts A and B during the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) introduced a bill to help 
charitable nonprofit organizations provide services to meet 
the increasing demand in community needs caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, preserve and create jobs in the 
nonprofit sector, reduce unemployment, and promote 
economic recovery. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to require HHS to 
provide updated information about COVID-19 testing to 
the public. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to require group 
health plans and health insurers to provide coverage for 
services furnished via telehealth if such services would be 
covered if furnished in-person during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to assist older 
Americans and people with disabilities affected by COVID-
19. 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to increase access 
to food delivery under SNAP to address COVID-19.  
 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Tribal-Employment-and-Expenditure-Submission-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_066
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/2020-13hsngml.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/OCHCO/documents/2020-14hsngml.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/14/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-new-hampshire
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/14/hhs-to-award-5-million-for-health-services-research-related-to-covid19.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-informs-public-about-possible-accuracy-concerns-abbott-id-now-point
https://www.fda.gov/media/138057/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136841/download
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-begins-clinical-trial-hydroxychloroquine-azithromycin-treat-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-call-nominations-nursing-home-commission
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-protecting-scientific-integrity-in-the-covid-19-response
https://eshoo.house.gov/media/press-releases/protecting-civil-liberties-during-covid-19-reps-eshoo-schakowsky-delbene-and
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3749?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22blumenthal%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3749?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22blumenthal%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3750?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3747?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3738?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3741?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3740?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3736?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=5
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Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes to help inform immediate and future 
responses to COVID-10 within these facilities. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued a Safety Alert for rideshare, taxi, 
and car service safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. DOL also issued a 
Safety Alert for retail pharmacy workers. 
 
DOL announced updated guidance for states regarding the Pandemic 
Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published 
guidance for reopening schools, workplaces, camps, childcare programs, 
mass transit systems, and bars and restaurants. 
 
The CDC published background information on multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome in children (MIS-C) associated with COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor published an unemployment insurance weekly 
claims report showing that in the week ending May 9, the advance figure 
for seasonally adjusted initial claims was over 2.98 million, a decrease of 
195,000 from the previous week’s revised level. The advance seasonally 
adjusted insured unemployment rate was 15.7% for the week ending in 
May 2. 
 
The Federal Reserve issued a report on the economic well-being of US 
households with supplemental data from April 2020 that shows dramatic 
changes in financial conditions for people impacted by COVID-19. 

Rep. Slotkin (D-M) introduced a bill to require a report 
regarding all state, local, tribal, and territorial requests for 
supplies from the Strategic National Stockpile. 
 
Rep. Veasey (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide a benefit 
for broadband service during COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Green (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a Minority 
Business Development Agency to support the economic 
resilience of minority business enterprises during and after 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Rep. Gonzalez (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide 
flexibility under federal housing assistance programs to 
respond to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Davis (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide emergency 
assistance to families through home visiting programs in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Collins (R-GA) introduced a bill to authorize 
sanctions with respect to China for its obstruction or 
failure to cooperate in investigations related to the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 
Rep. Chu (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide funding to 
states, localities, and community-based organizations for 
emergency aid and services in response to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Allred (D-TX) introduced a bill to direct the VA to 
increase the amount of certain payments during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Levin (D-MI) introduced a bill to create a Coronavirus 
Containment Corps. 

May 13 

The Treasury Department updated FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) and the Small Business Administration (SBA) updated 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Round 2 data. Treasury also 
published a new interim final rule on PPP loan increases and an interim 
final rule on eligibility of certain electric cooperatives. 
 

The Senate Commerce Committee held a hearing on “The 
State of Broadband Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The House Small Business Committee held a virtual 
forum with Paycheck Protection Program lenders. 
 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200514
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4021.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200514-0
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4023.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200514-0
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=8689
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Schools-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/workplace-decision-tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Camps-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Childcare-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/MassTransit-DecisionTree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/restaurants-and-bars-decision-tree.pdf
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00432.asp
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200976.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/files/2019-report-economic-well-being-us-households-202005.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6877?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6881?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6869?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6867?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6865?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6863?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6862?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6860?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6871?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Loan-Increases.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Eligibility-of-Certain-Electric-Cooperatives.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Eligibility-of-Certain-Electric-Cooperatives.pdf
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/the-state-of-broadband-amid-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110752
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The Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) announced that Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac have a new payment deferral option for 
homeowners in COVID-19 forbearance plans. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
awarded $15 million to 159 organizations across five healthcare workforce 
programs to increase telehealth capabilities in response to COVID-19. 
 
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) announced $40 million in emergency COVID-19 grant funding 
is available for suicide prevention. 
 
HHS and the Department of Defense (DOD) announced a $138 million 
contract to expand capability for domestically manufactured, medical-
grade injections devices suitable for combatting COVID-19 when a proven 
vaccine becomes available. 
 
DOD announced a $134 million contract to provide personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for medical personnel at 15,000 nursing homes. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a new 
toolkit for nursing homes, governors, states, departments of health, and 
other agencies with additional resources to support COVID-19 response 
efforts. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it has maintained an 
increasing supply of beds for both veterans and COVID-19 patients, 
steady supplies nationwide, and stable staffing in the vast majority of VA 
locations during the national emergency. 
 
The US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) announced a new pilot 
program will prioritize certain patent applications for products or processes 
that are subject to an applicable FDA approval for COVID-19 use. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published interim 
guidance for state, local, territorial, and tribal governments on developing 
jurisdictional plans for implementation and enhancement of COVID-19 
case investigation and contact tracing efforts. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released a predictive 
modeling tool to estimate natural decay of SARS-CoV-2 under a range of 
temperatures and relative humidity to assist response efforts and estimate 

House Judiciary Committee Democrats held a virtual 
forum on the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
response to COVID-19. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis held a briefing on testing, 
tracing, and targeted containment. 
 
Senators Wyden (D-OR), Manchin (D-WV), Romney (R-
UT), Gardner (R-CO), and Leahy (D-VT) introduced the 
Paycheck Protection Program Deadline Extension 
Adjustment for Loans (DEAL) Act to extend the PPP loan 
forgiveness period from eight to 16 weeks and amend the 
rehire date from June 30 to 16 weeks after the loan is 
awarded. 
 
Senate Commerce Committee Ranking Member Cantwell 
(D-WA) wrote to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin urging the 
Department to revise eligibility criteria for CARES Act 
relief to include commercial and defense aerospace 
businesses. 
 
A group of Senate Democrats introduced the Cash 
Refunds for Coronavirus Cancellations Act to require 
major airlines and third-party ticket sellers to offer full cash 
refunds for all cancelled tickets during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
House and Senate Democrats introduced the Supporting 
Connectivity for Higher Education Students in Need Act to 
provide federal support for colleges and universities to 
help ensure students with the greatest financial need can 
access internet services and essential equipment during 
the pandemic. 
 
Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Wicker (R-MS) 
and Ranking Member Cantwell (D-WA) introduced a bill to 
require the Department of Transportation to support state 
and local government efforts to provide for priority testing 
of essential critical infrastructure workers. 
 

https://www.fhfa.gov/Media/PublicAffairs/Pages/FHFA-Announces-Payment-Deferral-as-New-Repayment-Option-for-Homeowners-in-COVID-19-Forbearance-Plans.aspx
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/13/hhs-awards-15-million-to-support-telehealth-providers-during-covid19-pandemic.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202005131138
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2184808/dod-awards-138-million-contract-enabling-prefilled-syringes-for-future-covid-19/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2185864/dod-awards-134-million-contract-providing-personal-protective-equipment-for-med/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-toolkit-states-mitigate-covid-19-nursing-homes.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5449
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-10372.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/case-investigation-contact-tracing.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/case-investigation-contact-tracing.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/news/2020/05/13/news-release-st-launches-indoor-predictive-modeling-tool-coronavirus-stability
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/sars-calculator
https://www.dhs.gov/science-and-technology/sars-calculator
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2896-7741
https://coronavirus.house.gov/member-briefing-testing-tracing-and-targeted-containment
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/news/press-releases/wyden-introduces-bipartisan-bill-to-extend-ppp-loan-deadline-from-eight-to-16-weeks
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Updated%20PPP%20Extension%20Bill.pdf?cb
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Updated%20PPP%20Extension%20Bill.pdf?cb
https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/National%20Security%20Loan%20Letter.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/airline-cash-refunds-bill
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/airline-cash-refunds-bill
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/5/a/5aca554b-527d-457f-8de1-03c88cd4b9c8/2863F0C3A5ED63AC78CF9B3635ED9694.051220billtext.pdf
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/5/a/5aca554b-527d-457f-8de1-03c88cd4b9c8/2863F0C3A5ED63AC78CF9B3635ED9694.051220billtext.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3728?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
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the environmental persistence of the virus under certain combinations of 
temperature and humidity. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced it will 
continue to support seven COVID-19 Community-Based Testing Sites in 
Texas through June 30. 
 
FEMA announced $14.7 million in additional funding for COVID-19 
response in Colorado. 
 
The Department of Education issued a technical assistance document to 
assist postsecondary institutions with meeting their obligations under 
federal civil rights laws during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a map 
with country-specific travel health information about COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) extended its 
emergency declaration through June 14 granting relief from certain 
regulations to support transport of essential supplies, equipment, and 
persons. 

Senator Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to authorize funding 
for a bilateral cooperative program with Israel for the 
development of health technologies with a focus on 
combating COVID-19. 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to prohibit the 
VA from charging veterans copayments or preventative 
services relating to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish a 
COVID-19 Racial and Ethnic Disparities Task Force. 
 
Senator Manchin (D-WV) introduced a bill to require DOD 
to provide certain members of the National Guard serving 
on active service in response to COVID-19 with 
transitional health benefits. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee 
Ranking Member Burgess (R-TX) wrote to Chairwoman 
Eshoo (D-CA) requesting a hearing on COVID-19 testing, 
contact tracing, and personal protective equipment and in 
a separate letter, requested a hearing on distribution of 
provider relief. 
 
Reps. Doggett (D-TX) and DeLauro (D-CT) wrote to 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar regarding 
their request for information on clinical trial data and 
allocation for remdesivir. 
 
Rep. Vargas (D-CA) introduced a bill to enhance 
authorities under the Defense Production Act to respond 
to the COVID-19 emergency, to provide additional 
oversight of such authorities, and to require a strategy on 
security supply chains for medical materials. 
 
Rep. Suozzi (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a 
COVID-19 skilled nursing facility payment incentive 
program.  
 
Rep. Sanchez (D-CA) introduced a bill to ensure 
communications accessibility for residents of skilled 
nursing facilities during COVID-19. 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/13/feds-support-covid-19-testing-sites-texas-through-june-30
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/13/fema-provides-additional-147-million-colorado-covid-19-response
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/20200512-qa-psi-covid-19.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/extension-expanded-emergency-declaration-no-2020-002-under-49-cfr-ss-39025
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/2020-05/Extension%20of%20Emergency%20Declaration%202020-002-05132020.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3722?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3724?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3721?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3713?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=12
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uBfYE6q7-Gjjg8OBzJ2F5N_RIfwPUwQJPE6uF5cDCTSIuYtRwppR2wg3h5uMTpXj9v055AnmHNSjTlkgzAzRR7KuHoTs7NgiqttH-DI4zAee75NIcqKyhxg7GjQHXoVuIlSrOWlc1t-RoCmMe8JynTxRfOEhP4gd1u9aLA_JZePM4DORF7KzLfZFNE-7plz0Rq8Rqk1TvaJz-44M6ceP_3rDk63CgxnqCWKMDOyiw-loIMHqv4R7KEyntYa5HPVLh4SClWq-E8Tr109WqqemJQ==&c=ne0q5-GnZAP1Mb6815YD_HcVKZTg-cbWFiqGQvSL3XuSkCASWECqSw==&ch=c1J0a65FflZrA8tBSP50G7_XuEO8KMna6YzCg7yB2a3DpNZJwFNUmg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MSuv8tdz8RzeDkv6x15WI1oaIdJ2P-cXhHxhLaaevJspyIE6TvGHpAjbo_JFtWrtT3S3398OgCVbLXxs_NLtiCwlaVoHHDEHUhqdIiSbwV1sJwD2sZcyHK5pOPfK-qvWhDIaUrsqY95dShc8H4z9SIyjFHJZVzmdAmPRBXLvgeHvLI8dCTKByFi4yrCLMN2GOk1AWOEhpSNNBNKjLjz0ly3JFERQlIZnBQBpjTHJojVYYL3_S3CZWzej2OD5Ypztdyrc7wvah1c=&c=ouTXFfQ1YPR7oqhHzqDTAh8A_m5E5dUc31dqd8oX6LeezwmhpdzG2g==&ch=-E9D-rzjIvPWSpao8B_-FAT8Izrqsbt_cmOZW_qp8N45VrXlx62r2Q==
https://doggett.house.gov/sites/doggett.house.gov/files/HHS%20remdesivir%20trial%20data%20and%20distribution%205.13.20.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6858?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6857?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6855?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
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Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) introduced a bill to prohibit 
Treasury and the Federal Reserve from waiving 
provisions related to COVID-19 emergency relief and 
taxpayer protections related to such relief. 
 
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) introduced a bill to require 
major corporations received federal aid related to COVID-
19 to make annual payments of equity to employees of 
the corporation while such aid is outstanding. 
 
Rep. Horsford (D-NV) introduced a bill to require long term 
care facilities to report certain information relating to 
COVID-10 cases and deaths. 
 
Rep. Bass (D-CA) introduced a bill to temporarily preserve 
eligibility for foster care benefits, and suspend certain 
education and work requirements, for youth who would 
otherwise age out of eligibility during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

May 12 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Round 2 data. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it has approved over $25 billion in 
Payroll Support Program assistance to 352 applicants in the aviation 
industry, including all major passenger air carriers, more than 260 smaller 
passenger carriers, and cargo carriers and contractors. The Department 
also announced a public database of Program participants and relief. 
 
The Federal Reserve updated the term sheet and FAQs for the Term 
Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility (TALF), which will initially make up 
to $100 billion of loans available to help ensure consumers and 
businesses can access credit at affordable terms. The Fed also 
announced the information it will publicly disclose for the TALF and the 
Paycheck Protection Program Liquidity Facility (PPPLF) on a monthly 
basis (participant names, amounts borrowed, interest rates charged, value 
of pledged collateral, and overall costs, revenues, and fees for each 
facility).  
 
The Treasury Department announced that the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York will begin purchasing shares of eligible US-listed exchange-
traded funds in the secondary market through the Secondary Market 

House Democrats unveiled The HEROES Act, their 
proposed Phase 4 coronavirus response legislation. 
Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) announced that the House 
will return to Washington to consider the legislation on 
Friday, May 15. 
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “COVID-19: Safely Getting 
Back to Work and Back to School.” 
 
The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on 
“Examining Liability During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Committee held a business meeting to consider Brian 
Miller’s nomination to be Special Inspector General for 
Pandemic Recovery, Department of the Treasury.  
 
Senator Murphy (D-CT) introduced a bill to modify the 
Restaurant Meals Program in response to COVID-19. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6852?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6851?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6849?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6848?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1008
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/preserving-jobs-for-american-industry/payroll-support-program-payments
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200512a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200512a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200512a2.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1007
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-liability-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/05/07/2020/executive-session-to-consider-nominations
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3697?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=20
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Corporate Credit Facility (SMCCF) and that once operational, the Primary 
Market Corporate Credit Facility (PMCCF) will provide loan and bond 
financing to US companies with investment grade debt ratings. The 
SMCCF and PMCCF are supported by a $75 billion equity investment 
using CARES Act funds. 
 
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) issued a proposed rule 
to mitigate the deposit insurance assessment effect of participation in the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), the PPP Lending Facility, and the 
Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), and Federal Housing Finance 
Agency (FHFA) announced a new mortgage and housing assistance 
website for Americans impacted by COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Ohio to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced a second 
Enforcement Notice regarding airline ticket refunds during the COVID-19 
emergency and issued a Notice of Adjustments to Service Obligations, an 
opportunity for incremental adjustments to service obligations under a 
previous Order that allows covered carriers to reduce service amid the 
pandemic. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced a temporary 
final rule to change certain H-2B requirements to help support the US food 
supply chain, maintain essential infrastructure operations, and reduce the 
impact from the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued updated information for 
blood establishments regarding COVID-19 that aligns with the agency’s 
guidance on convalescent plasma. 
 
The FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for a nurse call 
system to reduce contact, and therefore risk of exposure to COVID-19, 
between healthcare providers and patients in insolation rooms. FDA also 
issued an EUA for an electrocardiogram tool to screen for potential 
cardiac complications associated with COVID-19. 

Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to provide for E-
Rate support for Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, and 
connected devices during emergency periods related to 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Turner (R-OH) introduced a bill to provide expanded 
unemployment protection for employees and a limitation 
on liability for employers with respect to COVID-19 
exposure. 
 
Rep. Spanberger (D-VA) introduced a bill to direct the 
Comptroller General to submit a report describing the 
response of certain entities to the COVID-19 pandemic 
with respect to the development, regulatory evaluation, 
and deployment of diagnostics tests. 
 
Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to authorize funding 
for a bilateral cooperative program with Israel for the 
development of health technologies with a focus on 
combating COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Green (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a payroll 
loan facility for small financial institutions affected by 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Trone (D-MD) introduced a bill to provide 
reimbursements for childcare operational emergency 
costs of certain institutions during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Underwood (D-IL) introduced a bill to prohibit the VA 
from charging veterans copayments for preventative 
services related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Takano (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide for 
coverage of non-congregate shelter for the COVID-19 
emergency.  
 
Rep. Schneider (D-IL) introduced a bill to modify the 
accelerated and advance payment programs under 
Medicare Parts A and B during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 

https://www.fdic.gov/news/news/press/2020/pr20059.html
https://www.fdic.gov/news/board/2020/2020-05-12-notational-fr.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_063
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/12/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-ohio
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-announces-two-air-service-notices-impacting-airlines-and
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/frequently-asked-questions-regarding-airline-ticket-refunds-given-unprecedented
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/continuation-certain-air-service-pursuant-public-law
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-04/Enforcement%20Notice%20Final%20April%203%202020.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/news/news-releases/dhs-offers-flexibilities-increase-food-security-stabilize-us-supply-chain-during-covid-19
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/14/2020-10486/temporary-changes-to-requirements-affecting-h-2b-nonimmigrants-due-to-the-covid-19-national
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/14/2020-10486/temporary-changes-to-requirements-affecting-h-2b-nonimmigrants-due-to-the-covid-19-national
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/safety-availability-biologics/updated-information-blood-establishments-regarding-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.fda.gov/media/136798/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137943/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137932/download
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3690?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=21
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6844?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6839?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6829?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6817?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6843?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6845?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6840?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6837?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published 
considerations for purchasing respirators for another country, including 
KN95 respirators from China. 
 
The CDC published considerations for public aquatic venues and 
guidance for funerals. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced 
funding allocated to South Carolina, North Carolina, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee for emergency food and shelter programs. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) published updated interim 
occupational and safety guidance for air carriers and crews. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released the List N Tool, an 
app to help quickly identify disinfectant products that meet EPA’s criteria 
for use against the virus that causes COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it accepted a 
donation of 500,000 protective masks from the Republic of Korea. 

Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a 
fund to provide financial assistance for funeral expenses 
related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Huffman (D-CA) introduced a bill to expand the HUD 
housing choice voucher program to provide temporary 
housing during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Rep. Houlahan (D-PA) introduced a bill to establish a 
national public health service program to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and other public health 
emergencies. 
 
Rep. Davis (R-IL) introduced a bill to establish a Health 
Care Protection Program Fund to provide grants to 
employers to ensure continuity of coverage under a group 
health plan through the COVID-19 pandemic and provide 
for premium assistance for COBRA benefits. 
 
Rep. Cleaver (D-MO) introduced a bill to suspend certain 
requirements under the public housing and housing 
choice voucher programs during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Rep. Adams (D-NC) introduced a bill to provide 
reimbursements for the emergency operational costs of 
school food authorities during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Thompson (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide a 
payroll credit for certain fixed expenses of employers 
subject to closure by reason of COVID-19. 
 
 

May 11 

President Trump announced the Administration will distribute $11 billion 
and 12 million swabs to states, territories, and tribes for testing. 
 
The Federal Reserve updated the term sheet and FAQs for the Municipal 
Liquidity Facility (MLF) to provide pricing and other information. MLF will 
offer up to $500 billion in lending to states and municipalities to help 
manage COVID-19-related cash flow stresses. 
 

Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) said Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chairman Powell 
will brief senators on economic recovery plans on May 19. 
 
In a letter to colleagues, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) called for 
putting “more money in the pockets of the American 
people” and said “direct payments, unemployment 
insurance, rental and mortgage help, and student loan 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/international-respirator-purchase.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/funeral-guidance.html
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announce-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-south-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-north-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-mississippi
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-tennessee
https://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/media/2020/SAFO20009.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-makes-it-easier-consumers-find-safe-effective-disinfectant-products-use-against
https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5447
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6828?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6823?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6822?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6810?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=14
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6806?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6801?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6799?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=18
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/united-states-built-worlds-leading-coronavirus-testing-system/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200511a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200511a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200511a2.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/51120
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The Treasury Department published Coronavirus Relief Fund payments to 
states and eligible units of local government. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
the allocation of a $1 billion in CARES Act funding through the Community 
Development Block Program. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Texas and New Jersey 
to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures. 
 
The Department of Education published FAQs regarding the CARES Act 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund. 
 
The Department of Education published a fact sheet on addressing the 
risk of COVID-19 while serving migratory children. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued guidance announcing the 
availability of $100 million in CARES Act funding for short-time 
compensation grant funds for states. 
 
DOL issued guidance and reminders to states to ensure the integrity of 
unemployment insurance programs, including the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance, Federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation, and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
programs. 
 
DOL issued an alert for dental industry practioners during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance for companies 
developing drugs and biological products for COVID-19 treatment and 
prevention and guidance on meeting requests for COVID-19 related drugs 
and biological products. 
 
The FDA launched a new Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program to 
help move new medical products to patients as soon as possible. 
 
The FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for a product to 
maintain sedition via continuous infusion for patients who require 

assistance are essential.” She also called for “a clear 
strategy of testing, tracing, and treatment.” 
 
Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised members that the 
House may meet this week, no earlier than Friday, May 
15. Members will be given 72 hours’ notice of the need to 
return. 
 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee will held a 
teleconference forum with Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) Chairman Simons on consumer protection issues 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. A recording is 
available. 
 
Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Wicker (R-MS) 
and Banking Committee Chairman Crapo (R-ID) wrote a 
letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin requesting 
information on implementation of CARES Act assistance 
for the air transportation industry. 
 
Senators Schatz (D-HI), Murkowski (R-AK), King (I-ME), 
and Boozman (R-AR) wrote a letter to congressional 
leaders calling for dedicated funding for broadband for 
health care providers in future coronavirus relief 
legislation. 
 
Senator Graham (R-SC) introduced a bill to authorize 
sanctions with respect to China for its failure to cooperate 
in investigations relating to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to require a joint 
task force on the operation of air travel during and after 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Moran (R-KS) introduced a bill to provide for 
payment of work-study allowances during the COVID-19 
emergency and for allowances to veterans enrolled in 
educational intuitions closed for emergency situations. 
 
Senator Wyden (D-OR) introduced a bill to provide states 
and tribes with flexibility in administering TANF and to 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Payments-to-States-and-Units-of-Local-Government.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_062
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/11/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-texas-and-new-jersey
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/05/ESSER-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/05/COVID-19-MEP-Fact-Sheet-final.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200511
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=6220
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200511-1
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=4621
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200511
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4019.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/covid-19-developing-drugs-and-biological-products-treatment-or-prevention
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/covid-19-public-health-emergency-general-considerations-pre-ind-meeting-requests-covid-19-related
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/coronavirus-covid-19-drugs/coronavirus-treatment-acceleration-program-ctap
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization#covidtherapeutics
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/consumer-protection-and-commerce-subcommittee-announces-teleconference-forum
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001toQJ_bvzPQECY1hImXogb8Ceco3d3tBMqQK3fVPqDFWJgAYhY59uj9x2fSah_ffTYsJMWF6HVkzf56x_vjc7HczE19tDgDe_WqJUaO9sEPB3WuU81FMe3nLDNZEZvNTEiuIl6XfL0Ijhd3rg9R0a4iwDaBgS5s8Tx9LkygvbJCv-XNQAkMd2qsgiRCVyGDCiNmb6bSbGgdY=&c=4ZEXiOEppxJIRHVyIhIsxGWp2fQ4Bd7mLzXdEZ1XQk1XKCvEYZd8KA==&ch=Dq8dbA3CHCFuSyz46QZrohjRp1lyPkdGpVhzOnmqWEWPREpLBtU_FA==
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/EE4E08D1-9CCA-469E-B47C-BAAB7022C1D6
https://www.schatz.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Leadership%20Letter%20on%20RHC%20Funding%202020-05-08%20Final%20SIGNED%20(1).pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3683?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=22
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3681?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=23
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3678?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=24
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3672?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=25
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mechanical ventilation in an ICU during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 
 
The FDA added content to the Q&A appendix in its guidance for clinical 
trials of medical products during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) published an interim final rule to 
provide certain exceptions for TRICARE coverage and payment for certain 
services in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
DOD announced it is using 3D printers to manufacture low-cost 
emergency ventilators. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published notice 
describing the application process, deadlines, and award selection criteria 
for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program COVID-19 Supplemental. 
 
FEMA announced funding allocated to Georgia, Kentucky, Florida, and 
Alabama for emergency food and shelter programs.  

make emergency grants to states and tribes to provide 
support for low-income individuals affected by COVID-19. 

May 10 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Round 2 data. 

 

May 9 

The Department of Labor (DOL) published additional guidance to states 
on the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation program. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the 
allocation plan for remdesivir, which began with initial deliveries to 
Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia. Deliveries 
are expected to all 50 states, as well as territories and the Veterans 
Health Administration and the Indian Health Service for distribution within 
those systems. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it issued the first 
emergency use authorization (EUA) for a COVID-19 antigen test. 

 

May 8 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in South Dakota. 
 
President Trump approved a disaster declaration and federal assistance 
to supplement the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s efforts to respond to 
COVID-19. 
 

The House Energy and Commerce Committee held a 
teleconference forum on COVID-19 testing, contact 
tracing, and surveillance. A recording is available. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee 
Ranking Member Burgess (R-TX) wrote a letter to 
Chairman Eshoo (D-CA) calling for a hearing on the 
Strategic National Stockpile. 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-10042.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2182864/dod-uses-3d-printers-to-ease-covid-19-ventilator-shortage/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-10044.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/11/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-georgia
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/11/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-kentucky
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/11/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-florida
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/11/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-alabama
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA-Paycheck-Protection-Program-Loan-Report-Round2.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200509
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=3946
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/09/hhs-ships-first-doses-of-donated-remdesivir-for-hospitalized-patients-with-covid-19.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-antigen-test-help-rapid-detection-virus-causes
https://www.fda.gov/media/137886/download?utm_campaign=050920_PR_FDA%20Authorizes%20First%20Antigen%20Test%20to%20Detect%20Virus%20that%20causes%20COVID-19&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memo-providing-continued-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respondto-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-seminole-tribe-florida-disaster-declaration/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/ec-leaders-announce-committee-teleconference-forum-on-covid-19-testing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzZ1ecsBwv0&feature=youtu.be
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00188gW1cAfIEXddtQTbVe5XM9tb0HVlzy9LOUcMlN2ZJ6OkJ4raJGYTmf5jtpEyi59KVPyipm6kydA3-55Df6kgtG4P5il_jtR0ChZP8dFw_X4l7wMCX02kwOGpruyHYH74n6H-mHa-NOdPl69yX3CNi5U8sX5mRLV3yL3USzcNnTwbiEacjgvrcCjK0VieQzAQL0hIGIeCBh2pgYHTodttJw-BbRUmrs2nhiJA6XiOjn5eD3sHvmhlxWuypui7IGir-Y3sNnkiL2yovXMZuY7geqzjjNa8AFQ&c=FMcVt9r9OWhuwKlYkNGY9OURUsmxrLGlCqPgViCSVruX-HRwAO2E6A==&ch=O4kcZcsu5ytdkG79KceMdp77Hyg75hc-IbGSFQU9tpSTy7bnJ68lwQ==
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White House Economic Adviser Larry Kudlow said that the White House 
will not consider any additional economic stimulus legislation this month 
while it evaluates the economic impact of states beginning to reopen. 
 
White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said White House 
Coronavirus Response Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx “will be one of the 
chief consultants” overseeing government efforts to distribute potential 
coronavirus treatment remdesivir to US hospitals. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Round 2 data and its Inspector General issued a flash 
report on PPP implementation. The Treasury Department also published a 
new interim final rule on extension of limited safe harbor with respect to 
certification concerning need for PPP loan request. 
 
The Department of the Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
announced that nearly 130 million Americans have received economic 
Impact Payments worth more than $218 billion. 
 
The IRS updated FAQs regarding the COVID-19 Employee Retention 
Credit. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved $1.2 billion in contracts 
to support American producers and communities through its Farmers to 
Families Food Box Program, part of the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) awarded $1.9 million in National 
Dislocated Worker Grant funding to provide reemployment services to 
individuals affected by COVID-19-related aviation industry layoffs in 
Kansas. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Special 
Counsel recommended Dr. Rick Bright be temporarily reinstated as 
director of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority. 
  
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it issued the first 
emergency use authorization (EUA) for a COVID-19 diagnostic test using 
home-collected saliva samples.  
 

 
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
held a virtual forum on the impacts of COVID-19 on 
maritime transportation. 
 
House Democrats launched a website with Committee 
resources on the COVID-19 response. 
 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) Monthly Budget 
Review showed the government incurred a deficit of $737 
billion in April, compared with a surplus of $160 billion last 
year. The difference is attributable to the economic 
disruption caused by COVID-19, including the fact that the 
government did not collect the tax revenue in April that it 
normally would. 
 
In its first official action, the House Select Subcommittee 
on the Coronavirus Crisis wrote letters to five companies 
calling on them to return Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loans or to produce supporting documentation by 
May 15. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) and Senator 
Warren (D-MA) released a letter to the FDA requesting 
information on how the agency is tracking the usage, 
safety, and effectiveness of possible COVID-19 
treatments, diagnostic tests, and other medical products. 
 
Senators Harris (D-CA), Sanders (I-VT), and Markey (D-
MA) introduced the Monthly Economic Crisis Support Act 
to provide $2,000 monthly payments to eligible Americans 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) introduced a bill to place 
certain requirements on corporations receiving federal aid 
related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Wild (D-PA) introduced a bill to increase support for 
state Children’s Health Insurance programs during 
COVID-19. 
 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/SBA_OIG_Report_20-14_508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/SBA_OIG_Report_20-14_508.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Extension-of-Limited-Safe-Harbor-with-Respect-to-Certification-Concerning-Need-for-PPP-Loan-Request.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/covid-19-related-employee-retention-credits-amount-of-allocable-qualified-health-plan-expenses-faqs
https://www.ams.usda.gov/press-release/usda-approves-12-billion-contracts-farmers-families-food-box-program
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/17/usda-announces-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/17/usda-announces-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200508
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-using-home-collection-saliva
https://www.fda.gov/media/137773/download
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/tandi-committee-hosts-bipartisan-virtual-forum-on-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-maritime-transportation
https://www.majorityleader.gov/committeeaction
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56350
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56350
https://oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/in-first-official-action-house-coronavirus-panel-demands-that-large-public
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.05.06%20Letter%20to%20FDA%20re%20data%20tracking.pdf
https://www.harris.senate.gov/news/press-releases/harris-sanders-markey-introduce-bill-to-provide-monthly-2000-payments-during-the-covid-19-crisis-
https://www.harris.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Monthly%20Economic%20Crisis%20Support%20Act%20Bill%20Text.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6778?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6797?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
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The FDA published a checklist and infographic for retail food 
establishments to prepare to reopen. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new clinical trial will 
evaluate antiviral remdesivir plus the anti-inflammatory drug baricitinib for 
COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released statistics showing nonfarm 
payroll employment fell by 20.5 million in April and the unemployment rate 
rose to 14.7%. 
 
Amtrak announced it will restore modified Acela service on beginning 
June 1. 
 
The Cyber Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) issued guidance to deter 
false information related to COVID-19. 

Rep. Lujan (D-NM) introduced a bill to waive the cost 
share requirement for Indian tribes receiving disaster 
assistance relating to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to repeal the 
matching requirement for payments made to states for 
election security grants under the CARES Act. 
 
Rep. Delgado (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide funding 
for cities, counties, and other units of general local 
government to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Vargas (D-CA) introduced a bill to access mortgage 
credit during the COVID-19 pandemic by preventing 
restrictions on providing federal backing for single-family 
mortgage loans in forbearance. 
 
Rep. Sherman (D-CA) introduced a bill to prohibit the 
enforcement of certain loan covenants during the COVID-
19 national emergency.  
 
Rep. Schneider (D-IL) introduced a bill to enhance the 
nurse and physician workforce during the COVID-19 crisis 
by recapturing unused immigrant visas. 
 
Rep. Wilson (D-FL) introduced a bill to defer removal of 
nationals of Haiti during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Langevin (D-RI) introduced a bill to temporarily 
modify the John H. Chafee Foster Care Program for 
Successful Transition to Adulthood in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Higgins (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide COVID-
19 related assistance through a special earned income 
rule for purposes of the refundable child and earned 
income tax credits for taxable year 2020. 
 
Rep. Green (D-TX) introduced a bill to authorize 
assistance for fair housing enforcement activities to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/best-practices-re-opening-retail-food-establishments-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-issues-re-opening-best-practices-checklist-and-infographic-retail-food-establishments-closed-or
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-clinical-trial-testing-antiviral-remdesivir-plus-anti-inflammatory-drug-baricitinib-covid-19-begins
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://media.amtrak.com/2020/05/amtrak-to-return-acela-service-on-the-northeast-corridor/
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDHS/2020/05/08/file_attachments/1446544/CISAInsights-COVID-19%20Disinformation%20Activity_MAY2020_Final_508.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6772?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6777?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6748?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6794?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6790?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6788?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6798?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6766?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6762?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6760?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=11
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Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced a bill to provide additional 
agricultural products for distribution by emergency feeding 
organizations during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced a bill to modify the 
eligibility standards applicable to low-income college 
students during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a COVID-19 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities Task Force. 
 
Rep. Conaway (R-TX) introduced a bill to prohibit the 
expenditure for an abortion of federal funds authorized or 
appropriated for preventing, preparing for, or responding 
to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Casten (D-IL) introduced a bill to require coverage 
under Medicare PDPs and MA-PD plans, without the 
imposition of cost sharing or utilization management 
requirements, of drugs intended to treat COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Barr (R-KY) introduced a bill to exempt distilled 
spirits plants from denaturing requirements with respect to 
hand sanitizer produced to help combat COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Axne (D-IA) introduced a bill to establish a 
Consumer and Investor Fraud Working Group to help 
protect consumers and investors from fraud during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

May 7 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated Paycheck Protection 
Program Round 2 data. 
 
The Department of Commerce announced it is accepting applications from 
eligible grantees for $1.467 billion in CARES Act Recovery Assistance to 
help communities prevent, prepare for, and respond to COVID-19 and 
published program FAQs. 
 
The Department of Commerce allocated $300 million in CARES Act aid to 
US fishermen and seafood industries impacted by COVID-19. 
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said 
Republicans are working on “a narrowly crafted liability 
protection to target healthcare workers and others who've 
been on the front lines.”  
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on “Shark Tank: New Tests for 
COVID-19.” 
 
The Senate confirmed Admiral Brett Giroir, M.D., to serve 
as the US representative on the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Executive Board. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6757?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6756?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6763?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6742?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=14
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6739?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6737?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6735?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=17
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/us-department-commerce-announces-availability-15-billion-cares-act
https://eda.gov/coronavirus/faq/index.htm
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/secretary-commerce-allocates-300-million-cares-act-aid-us-fishermen-and
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/shark-tank-new-tests-for-covid-19
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The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved New York and 
Pennsylvania to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published a video 
detailing how it works with HHS to distribute supplies.  
 
FEMA announced it obligated $78 million to Iowa to help reimburse 
expenses for emergency protection measures the state has incurred for 
COVID-19 response. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
awarded nearly $583 million to 1,385 Health Resources and Services 
Administration-funded health centers in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and eight territories to expand COVID-19 testing. 
 
HHS announced it deployed 50 portable kidney dialysis machines and 
supplies to New York Intensive Care Units to provide surge capacity for 
facilities caring for COVID-19 patients. 
 
HHS extended the deadline for attestation and acceptance of terms and 
conditions for Provider Relief Fund payments from 30 to 45 days. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) provided an update on efforts to 
combat fraudulent COVID-19 medical products. 
 
The FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for a system for 
use in decontaminating compatible N95 or N95-equivalent respirators. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new research survey 
to examine the impact of COVID-19 on the rare diseases community. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) updated COVID-
19 FAQs for state Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) agencies. 
 
The Transportation Security Agency (TSA) announced its employees must 
wear facial protection at screening checkpoints and encouraged 
passengers to do so as well. Amtrak also announced all customers will be 
required to wear facial coverings beginning May 11. 
 

 
House Minority Leader (R-CA) announced a Republican 
China Task Force will “help reinforce Congressional 
efforts to counter current and emerging cross-jurisdictional 
threats from China,” including “China's role in the origin 
and spread of COVID-19.” 
 
McCarthy announced Minority Whip Scalise (R-LA) and 
Reps. Jordan (R-OH), Luetkemeyer (R-MO), Walorski (R-
IN), and Green (R-TN) as the GOP members of the Select 
Coronavirus Oversight Committee. 
 
Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Wicker (R-MS) 
introduced the COVID-19 Consumer Data Protection Act. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) introduced a 
bill to provide state and local workforce and career and 
technical education systems support to respond to 
COVID-19. 
 
Senator Reed (D-RI) introduced a bill to provide additional 
funding for states, tribal governments, and local 
communities due to the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to provide funding 
for targeted purchases of qualified agricultural products 
from producers that rely on local agricultural food markets 
affected by COVID-19. 
 
Senator Smith (D-MN) introduced a bill to prohibit school 
food authorities and local educational agencies from 
collecting unpaid school meal fees during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a bill to improve the 
quality of care in skilled nursing facilities under Medicare 
and nursing facilities under Medicare during the COVID-
19 emergency.  
 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/07/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-new-york-and-pennsylvania
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2_93v3ybcU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/07/fema-awards-78-million-iowa-covid-19-response
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-awards-more-than-half-billion-across-the-nation-to-expand-covid19-testing.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-deploys-new-portable-dialysis-machines-to-new-york-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/07/hhs-extends-deadline-attestation-acceptance-terms-and-conditions-provider-relief-fund-payments-45-days.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-combat-fraudulent-covid-19-medical-products
https://www.fda.gov/media/137762/download
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-supported-research-survey-examine-impact-covid-19-rare-diseases-community
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/downloads/covid-19-new-faqs.pdf
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2020/05/07/tsa-implements-additional-covid-19-safety-measure-us-airports
https://media.amtrak.com/2020/05/amtrak-requires-facial-coverings-as-added-measure-of-protection/
https://www.republicanleader.gov/leader-mccarthy-announces-china-task-force/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/A377AEEB-464E-4D5E-BFB8-11003149B6E0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3659?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3671?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3655?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3651?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3644?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
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The Department of Labor (DOL) released its unemployment insurance 
weekly claims report for the week ending May 2 showing the advance 
figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 3,169,000, a decrease of 
677,000 from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
A Department of Justice (DOJ) statement expressed support for 
congressional efforts to provide for expeditious resolution of claims for 
public safety officers who contract COVID-19. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Ranking Member 
Menendez (D-NJ) introduced the COVID-19 International 
Response and Recovery Act. 
 
Senator Menendez (D-NJ) introduced a bill to assist 
COVID-19 recovery efforts in Sudan. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to expand 
volunteer opportunities in AmeriCorps and FEMA and 
utilizing the expertise of Peace Corps volunteers to fight 
coronavirus. 
 
Senators Cruz (R-TX), Hawley (R-MO), Grassley (R-IA), 
and Cotton (R-AR) wrote to President Trump urging him to 
suspend new immigrant guest worker visas for one year 
or until unemployment figures return to normal levels, 
whichever comes first. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Neal (D-MA) wrote a letter to HHS and CMS 
requesting information on the methodology and 
distribution of COVID-19 health care provider relief funds. 

May 6 

President Trump announced the Coronavirus Task Force will continue 
indefinitely. 
 
The Treasury Department updated its Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) FAQs and the Small Business Administration (SBA) updated PPP 
Round 2 data. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) updated guidance to provide 
information on returning Economic Impact Payments and clarified that 
someone who has died does not qualify and therefore any such payment 
should be returned. The updated guidance also provides information on 
eligibility for resident aliens and people who are incarcerated. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) published a 
CARES Act forbearance fact sheet for mortgagees and servicers of FHA, 
VA, or USDA loans. 
 

The Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee held a hearing on “The State of the Aviation 
Industry: Examining the Impact of the COVID-19 
Pandemic.” 
 
The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee held a roundtable on “COVID-19: How New 
Information Should Drive Policy.” 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies held a hearing on “COVID-19 Response.”  
 
Senator Sullivan (R-AK) introduced a bill to allow 
Coronavirus Relief Fund payments to be used to replace 
revenue shortfalls resulting from COVID-19. 
 
Senator Durbin (D-IL) introduced a bill to address health 
workforce shortages and disparities highlighted by the 

https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200871.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-assistant-attorney-general-stephen-e-boyd-expressing-support-congressional-efforts
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/news-and-events/press/senate-dems-unveil-comprehensive-covid-19-international-response-and-recovery-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3669?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3669?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3668?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3642?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=3
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/files/documents/Letters/2020.05.07%20-%20Immigration%20Letter.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.CMS_.%202020.5.7.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payment-information-center
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/SFH/documents/IACOVID19FB_FactSheetServicers.pdf
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/the-state-of-the-aviation-industry-examining-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/covid-19-how-new-information-should-drive-policy
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/covid-19-response
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3638?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3634?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
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The Department of Labor (DOL) announced it awarded six Dislocated 
Workers Grants totaling over $10 million to help address workforce-related 
impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it is using CARES 
Act funding to expand support services and immediate relief for veterans 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published guidance for medical 
device manufacturers for reporting permanent discontinuance of or 
manufacturing interruptions for critical devices during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued guidance 
for covered health care providers related to the HIPAA Privacy Rule and 
access to media and film crews during the public health emergency. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published an 
interim final rule updating requirements for notification of confirmed and 
suspected COVID-19 cases among residents and staff in nursing homes. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced it is using thermal imaging 
to detect COVID-19 and screen for elevated body temperatures among 
personnel entering military facilities. 
 
DOD announced a $126 million contract with 3M for increased production 
of 26 million N95 medical-grade masks per month beginning in October. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) released two letters to Governors 
and major meat processing companies establishing the Department’s 
expectations for implementation of the President’s Executive Order on 
food supply chain resources. 
 
A Federal Trade Commission (FTC) summary of COVID-19 complaints 
shows the agency has received nearly 35,000 reports totaling $23.3 
million in total fraud loss.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced crew 
members may disembark form cruise ships in US waters and return home 
if cruise lines submit a signed attestation stating that they have complied 
with requirements to safely disembark their crew members. 

COVID-19 pandemic through additional funding for the 
National Health Service Corps and Nurse Corps. 
 
Senator Sasse (R-NE) introduced a bill to provide relief for 
rural providers during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Senator Sasse (R-NE) introduced a bill to provide certain 
limitations on liability for actions taken by healthcare 
providers to combat COVID-19. 
 
Senator Baldwin (D-WI) introduced a bill to provide for the 
expedited and transparent procurement and distribution of 
equipment and supplies needed to combat COVID-19. 
 
Senator Coons (D-DE) introduced a bill to prioritize 
national service programs and projects that are directly 
related to the response to and recovery from COVID-19. 
 
Senator Heinrich (D-NM) introduced a bill to waive the 
cost share requirement for Indian Tribes receiving disaster 
assistance relating to COVID-19. 
 
Senator Heinrich (D-NM) introduced a bill to provide for an 
enhanced Coronavirus Relief Fund for units of 
government with a population of 500,000 or less. 
 
Senator Paul (R-KY) introduced a bill to exempt distilled 
spirits plants from denaturing requirements with respect to 
hand sanitizer produced to help combat COVID-19. 
 
Senator Gillibrand (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide 
funding for cities, counties, and other units of local 
government to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus. 
 
Senator Ernst (R-IA) introduced a bill to require hazardous 
duty pay for members of the Armed Forces performing 
duty in response to COVID-19. 
 
11 Senate Democrats wrote to FTC Chairman Simons 
calling on the agency to take “bold action” to address 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200506-0
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5442
https://www.fda.gov/media/137712/download
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/05/ocr-issues-guidance-covered-health-care-poviders-restrictions-media-access-protected-health-information-individuals-facilities.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/guidance-on-media-and-film-crews-access-to-phi.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-29-nh.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2178320/defense-department-uses-thermal-imaging-to-detect-covid-19/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2178152/dod-awards-126-million-contract-to-3m-increasing-production-of-n95-masks/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/06/secretary-perdue-issues-letters-meat-packing-expectations
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/governor-letters-covid.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/stakeholder-letters-covid.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-delegating-authority-dpa-respect-food-supply-chain-resources-national-emergency-caused-outbreak-covid-19/
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/attachments/coronavirus-covid-19-consumer-complaint-data/covid-19-daily-public-complaints-050320.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-ship/cruise-ship-member-disembarkations.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3631?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3630?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3627?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3624?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3622?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3623?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3618?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3632?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3617?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/d/d/dde5e6fe-791f-4f64-afd5-94fa8e93afa2/7BDABDDAC5723997AAD13274EB8242AE.050620ftcletter.pdf
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Paycheck Protection Program-related scams targeting 
small businesses. 
 
A group of 21 senators led by Senators Klobuchar (D-MN) 
and Warren (D-MA) sent a letter to Treasury Secretary 
Mnuchin and Small Business Administrator Carranza 
urging them to public disclose the measures they have 
taken to prevent Paycheck Protection Program fraud. 

May 5 

The White House published a fact sheet on Administration support for the 
Native American community amid the pandemic. 
 
Vice President Pence confirmed reports that the White House is 
considering disbanding its Coronavirus Task Force around Memorial Day. 
 
The Treasury Department updated its FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) and published a new interim final rule on 
nondiscrimination and additional eligibility criteria. The Small Business 
Administration (SBA) also updated statistics on the program since it 
resumed on April 27.  
 
The Treasury and Interior Departments announced a path to begin making 
$4.8 billion in Coronavirus Relief Fund dollars available to Native 
American tribes and published guidance on allocations to tribal 
governments. 
 
The Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and 
Comptroller of the Currency announced an interim final rule to modify the 
agencies’ Liquidity Coverage Ration rule to support banking organizations’ 
participation in the Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility and the 
Paycheck Protection Program Liquidity Facility. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
the allocation of $380 million in supplemental administrative fee funding to 
all Public Housing Authorities that may be used for new costs related to 
protecting assisted families and employees throughout the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced that Dislocated Worker Grant 
funding made available to states and territories to employ workers 
temporarily to respond to the public health emergency can be used for 
contact tracing. 
 

The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Committee held a nomination hearing for Brian Miller to be 
Special Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery, 
Treasury Department. 
 
Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) and 41 other 
Senate Democrats wrote to President Trump requesting 
information on COVID-19 testing strategy, noting they 
“fundamentally reject the notion that the federal 
government bears this little responsibility in increasing 
testing capacity.” 
 
Senators Markey (D-MA) and Blumenthal (D-CT) 
introduced the Restoring Safety in the Skies Act to instruct 
HHS, DHS, and DOT to convene a joint Air Travel Task 
Force on the operation of air travel during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senators Klobuchar (D-MN) and Schatz (D-HI) introduced 
the WORK NOW Act to create a new grants program to 
help nonprofit organizations whose workers serve growing 
public needs related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Senator Cornyn (R-TX) introduced a bill to clarify that 
receipt of coronavirus assistance does not affect the tax 
treatment of ordinary business expenses. 
 
House Antitrust Subcommittee Chairman Cicilline (D-RI) 
and other House Democrats wrote to leadership calling for 
a provision to halt mergers in the next COVID relief 
package. 
 

https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/4/klobuchar-21-other-senators-pressure-trump-administration-to-ensure-smallest-businesses-get-loans
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-protecting-native-american-community-combat-coronavirus/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/IFR-Nondiscrimination-and-Additional-Eligibility-Criteria.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm998
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Tribal-Allocation-Methodology.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200505a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200505a1.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_060
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200505
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/04/28/2020/nomination-hearing
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/050520%20Schumer%20Murray%20Testing%20letter%20Trump_FINAL4.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-and-blumenthal-to-introduce-legislation-convening-aviation-security-and-public-health-experts-to-ensure-safe-air-travel-during-and-after-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/covid-air-travel-task-force
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3612?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=6
https://cicilline.house.gov/press-release/cicilline-leading-push-moratorium-unnecessary-corporate-mergers-next-relief-package
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DOL released a new video and poster on proper workplace use of 
respirators. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced an enhanced 
National COVID-19 Report Summary website provides a real-time look at 
the status of patients who have been tested or treated at VA facilities.  
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced the first two Virtual 
Settlement Days to continue remotely enabling unrepresented taxpayers 
to work towards resolving pending Tax Court cases. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Maine, North Dakota, 
West Virginia, and Vermont to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer to provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. USDA also announced 
an expanded Meals to You program will serve nearly five million meals per 
week to rural children impacted by COVID-19-related school closures. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency published a fact sheet on 
federal support to expand national testing capabilities. 
 
A Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) Order said the Commission will 
investigate and respond to the current challenges impacting the cruise 
industry and the US ports that rely on it. 

Rep. Crow (D-CO) introduced a bill to provide for 
expedited and transparent procurement and distribution of 
equipment and supplies needed to combat COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Khanna (D-CA) and Senator Sanders (I-VT) 
introduced the Emergency Medical Supplies Procurement 
Act to require the federal government to provide critical 
health care resources in response to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Price (D-NC) introduced a bill to prioritize national 
service programs and projects that are directly related to 
COVID-19 response and recovery. 
 
Rep. Axne (D-IA) introduced a bill to establish a State and 
Local Government Coronavirus Relief Program to make 
grants to make up for lost revenue due to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Harder (D-CA) introduced a bill to extend the period 
of authorized stay for certain alien healthcare workers 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to hold Medicare 
beneficiaries harmless for specified COVID-19 treatment 
services furnished under Part A or Part B. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to provide a state 
option for certain cash-value voucher increases during the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to provide federal 
funding for targeted purchases to buy food from producers 
who rely on local agricultural food markets affected by 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide student 
loan forgiveness to health care workers on the COVID-19 
response frontline.  
 
Rep. Wexton (D-VA) introduced a bill to restore annual 
leave lost by certain federal employees due to COVID-19. 
 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200505
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU4stQgCtV8
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4015.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5440
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/Healthcare/COVID19NationalSummary
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-retools-settlement-days-program-in-response-to-covid-19-pandemic-allows-unrepresented-taxpayers-to-settle-their-cases-virtually-and-reach-finality
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/05/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-maine-north-dakota-west-virginia
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/05/meals-you-serve-5-million-meals-week-rural-children
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/05/federal-support-expand-national-testing-capabilities
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-09623.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6711?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9
https://khanna.house.gov/media/press-releases/sanders-khanna-unveil-emergency-legislation-vastly-increase-medical-equipment
https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/Emergency%20Medical%20Supplies%20Procurement%20Act%20--%20Final%20Text.pdf
https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/Emergency%20Medical%20Supplies%20Procurement%20Act%20--%20Final%20Text.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6702?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6705?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6717?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6727?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6726?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6725?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6720?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6733?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
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Rep. Meng (D-NY) introduced a bill to facilitate expedited 
review of COVID-19 hate crimes. 
 
Rep. Pressley (D-MA) introduced a bill to authorize 
emergency homeless assistance grants for COVID-19 
response. 
 
Rep. Espaillat (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide 
assistance to pay off rental arrearages of low- and 
moderate-income households accruing during the COVID-
19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Cartwright (D-PA) introduced a bill to establish a 
coronavirus fund to provide hazard payments to high-risk 
healthcare workers and essential workers. 

May 4 

The Department of Labor announced additional guidance regarding 100% 
federal reimbursement of certain state Short-Term Compensation 
payments pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Treasury Department updated FAQs on the Coronavirus Relief Fund 
for state and local governments. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 
portal has reopened in a limited capacity and is for the first time available 
to agricultural producers. The Paycheck Protection Program and 
Healthcare Enhancement Act provided additional funding for agricultural 
businesses affected by the pandemic. SBA said agricultural business that 
submitted an EIDL loan application through the streamlined application 
portal prior to the legislative change will be processed without the need to 
reapply. All other EIDL loan applications that were submitted before the 
portal stopped accepting new applications on April 15 will be processed 
on a first-in, first-out basis. 
 
USDA announced it will make $470 million in Section 32 food purchases 
In Q3 to purchase surplus food for distribution to communities nationwide 
and provide additional support for producers in response to the changing 
market conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced $200 
million in CARES Act supplemental funding allocations to local 

The Senate returned to Washington for legislative 
business. 
 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) wrote to 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar and 
Secretary of Labor Scalia asking about potential 
mechanisms to shift unemployed workers into an 
expanded public health workforce focused on containing 
and managing the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) introduced a bill to require 
commercial airlines to provide cash reimbursements, and 
to authorize the Secretary of State to waive or reimburse 
travel expenses, for an US citizen who is evacuated from 
a foreign country due to travel restrictions implemented in 
response to COVID-19 or any future pandemic or 
international crisis. 
 
Senator Rosen (D-NV) introduced a bill to require a 
longitudinal study on the impact of COVID-19. 
 
Senator Hawley (D-MO) introduced a bill to secure justice 
for victims of novel coronavirus in the US and abroad. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6721?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6724?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6714?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6709?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=3
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200504
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=9622
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/04/secretary-perdue-statement-economic-injury-disaster-loans-being
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-make-economic-injury-disaster-loans-available-us-agricultural-businesses-impacted-covid-19
https://www.ams.usda.gov/press-release/usda-announces-additional-food-purchase-plans
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/04/fema-announces-supplemental-funding-through-cares-act
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/05042020%20Senator%20Murray%20Workforce%20Letter%20to%20Secretaries%20Scalia%20and%20Azar.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3598?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3595?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3588?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
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jurisdictions to supplement local service organizations that provide 
resources to people with economic emergencies. 
 
The Export-Import Bank (EXIM) raised its Supply Chain Finance Program 
and Working Capital Guarantee Program guarantee coverage option from 
90 to 95% to provide relief for US exporters affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated a policy on antibody 
tests for COVID-19. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a study to determine 
incidence of novel coronavirus infection in US children is underway. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it expects to borrow $2,999 billion 
privately-held net marketable debt in Q2 2020, which is $3,055 billion 
higher than the borrowing estimate announced in February. The increase 
is primarily attributable to the COVID-19 outbreak, including expenditures 
to assist individuals and businesses, changes to tax receipts, and an 
increase in the assumed end-of-June Treasury cash balance. 
 
The US Census Bureau announced it will begin a phased restart of some 
2020 Census field operations this week with staff trained to observe social 
distancing protocols. The Census Bureau has ordered personal protective 
equipment for all field staff that will be secured and provided to staff prior 
to restarting operations. 

May 3 

During a Fox News town hall, President Trump predicted there will be a 
COVID-19 vaccine available by the end of 2020. 
 
The Treasury Department updated Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
FAQs and program data through May 1. According to a joint statement by 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Administrator Carranza, 2.2 million loans have been made to small 
businesses since SBA resumed processing loans on April 27, surpassing 
the number of all loans made in PPP Round 1 and the average size loan 
in Round 2 is $79,000. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a memo 
on a symptom-based strategy to discontinue isolation for persons with 
COVID-19. 

 

May 2 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced 30 
states and the District of Columbia have bene approved for the Crisis 

In a joint statement, Senate Majority Leader McConnell 
(R-KY) and Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) declined the 

https://www.exim.gov/news/exim-increases-exporter-access-capital-and-supply-chain-financing-during-covid-19-raising
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/insight-fdas-revised-policy-antibody-tests-prioritizing-access-and-accuracy
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-coronavirus-disease-2019-tests-during-public-health-emergency-revised
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/study-determine-incidence-novel-coronavirus-infection-us-children-begins
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm997
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/resume-field-operations.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-fox-news-virtual-town-hall/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/PPP2%20Data%2005012020.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/secretary-statements-remarks/joint-statement-by-treasury-secretary-steven-t-mnuchin-and-sba-administrator-jovita-carranza-on-the-success-of-the-paycheck-protection-program
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/strategy-discontinue-isolation.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM27395
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/02/fema-administrator-approves-30-states-crisis-counseling
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/5220
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Counseling Assistance and Training Program, which helps fund state-
provided counseling services to residents struggling with stress and 
anxiety as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Administration’s offer to deploy rapid COVID-19 testing 
capabilities to Capitol Hill, citing a desire “to keep directing 
resources to the front-line facilities where they can do the 
most good the most quickly.” 

May 1 

Treasury Secretary Mnuchin called on private schools “with significant 
endowments” to return Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Delaware and Oregon to 
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced it 
will allocate $685 million in CARES Act funding to help low-income 
Americans residing in public housing with things like personal protective 
equipment, childcare costs, travel costs to receive testing, and other 
COVID-19-related needs.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a 
competitive funding opportunity to invest up to $40 million for the 
development and coordination of a strategic network for national, state, 
territorial, tribal, and local organizations to deliver COVID-19-related 
information to racial and ethnic minority, rural, and socially vulnerable 
communities hardest hit by the pandemic. 
 
HHS announced it is processing $12 billion to healthcare facilities 
admitting large numbers of COVID-19 patients and $10 billion to providers 
in rural areas. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published FAQs 
on assistance options for federally recognized tribal governments 
responding to the pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for remdesivir, an antiviral drug to potentially treat 
COVID-19, and published a fact sheet for patients. 
 
The FDA updated its guidance providing clarification for investigators on 
how to submit investigational applications for COVID-19 convalescent 
plasma. 
 

The House Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee will hold a roundtable on May 6 on COVID-19 
and how new information should drive policy. 
 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman DeFazio (D-OR) said he is urging the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) and Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) to require face coverings for 
crewmembers, passengers, and all individuals before they 
are allowed to pass through airport security. 
 
Senator Romney (R-UT) proposed a Patriot Pay program 
to provide financial support to frontline workers delivering 
essential services during the pandemic.  
 
15 Senate Democrats wrote a letter to the Department of 
Justice and Federal Trade Commission calling on 
regulators to continue to challenge mergers and alleged 
anticompetitive behavior during the pandemic. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) wrote a letter to President 
Trump asking him to fulfill a commitment to compile and 
release racial demographic information related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
House Committee leaders introduced the COVID-19 Cost 
Share Adjustment Relief Act of 2020 to ensure the federal 
government pays 100% of the costs of COVID-19-related 
FEMA assistance under the emergency and major 
disaster declarations granted pursuant to the Stafford Act, 
taking the financial burden off of state, local, tribal, and 
territorial (SLTT) governments. 
 
Rep. Panetta (D-CA) introduced a bill to modify the 
Restaurant Meals Program in response to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Jayapal (D-WA) introduced a bill to ensure access to 
benefits for uninsured individuals during the COVID-19 

https://twitter.com/stevenmnuchin1/status/1256203413014097935
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/01/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-delaware-and-oregon
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_058
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/01/covid-19-funding-available-to-minority-rural-and-socially-vulnerable-communities-for-linkages-to-services-information-and-education.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=326613
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/01/hhs-begins-distribution-of-payments-to-hospitals-with-high-covid-19-admissions-rural-providers.html
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/01/coronavirus-pandemic-fema-assistance-tribal-governments
https://www.fda.gov/media/137565/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136798/download
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/covid-19-how-new-information-should-drive-policy
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/chair-defazio-applauds-airlines-for-voluntarily-adopting-masking-standards-but-continues-push-for-federal-requirement
https://www.romney.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Patriot%20Pay_one%20pager_final.pdf
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ID=166F4277-6428-489A-89AA-5E841B8CC960
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7/6/766b15ce-12a3-44fa-887e-ff3781cae6d8/8490DE9267549A532F527E7FAA4B09FB.0501cdcletter.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/congressional-leaders-introduce-legislation-to-help-states-and-communities-respond-to-covid-19-by-shifting-federal-cost-share-for-emergency-declarations
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6688?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6674?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued FAQs 
clarifying requirements and considerations for hospitals and other 
providers related to the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
CMS published FAQs clarifying which telehealth services are valid for 
HHS-operated risk adjustment data submission in light of COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued a safety alert for restaurants and 
food and beverages businesses providing curbside pickup and takeout 
service. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published interim 
guidance to reduce the risk of introducing and transmitting SARS-CoV-2 in 
cleaner air shelters and cleaner air space. 
 
CDC published technical assistance for personal protective equipment in 
the context of global supply shortages for use in non-US healthcare 
settings. 
 
CDC announced a new national viral genomics consortium to better map 
SARS-CoV-2 transmission. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it is participating in a 
series of clinical trials and investigations aimed at finding ways to mitigate 
or potentially prevent symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
The VA announced it is expanding access to virtual hearings to all 
veterans awaiting a Board hearing. 
 
The VA announced it is helping 38 states and territories with COVID-19 
response including providing care, services, and supplies to hundreds of 
non-veterans. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) extended flexibility for 
responding to agency requests. 

emergency and adequate coverage of COVID-19 
treatments under Medicare and Medicaid programs. 
 
Rep. Rush (D-IL) introduced a bill to award grants to 
eligible entities to conduct diagnostic testing for COVID-
19, and related activities such as contact tracing, through 
mobile health units and individuals’ residences. 
 
Rep. Carter (R-GA) introduced a bill to require the 
Secretary of State to submit a report on the actions of the 
World Health Organization to address the spread of the 
virus responsible for COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Burchett (R-TN) introduced a bill to educate 
businesses on COVID-19 based public health practices 
and to provide for a notice and cure period before the 
commencement of a private civil action. 
 
Rep. Sablan (D-MP) introduced a bill to adjust the 
temporary increase in the Medicaid Federal medical 
assistance percentage provided for territories during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Demings (D-FL) introduced a bill to ensure TSA 
employees who contract COVID-19 are entitled to 
appropriate workers’ compensation and other benefits. 
 
Rep. Payne (D-NJ) introduced a bill to provide hazardous 
duty pay for federal employees who may be exposed to 
COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Lipinski (D-IL) introduced a bill to require CDC to 
carry out a national public outreach campaign regarding 
the proper use of PPE to minimize personal risk of 
exposure to, and risk of spreading, COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to address 
health workforce shortages and disparities highlighted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic th124rough additional funding for 
the National Health Service Corps and Nurse Corps. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/emergency-medical-treatment-and-labor-act-emtala-requirements-and-implications-related-covid19
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/RA-Telehealth-FAQ.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200501
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/cleaner-air-shelters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/cleaner-air-shelters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/non-us-settings/emergency-considerations-ppe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0501-SARS-CoV-2-transmission-map.html
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5438
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5436
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5439
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-extends-flexibility-responding-agency-requests
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6666?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6665?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6664?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6658?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6656?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6655?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6653?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6650?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=11
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Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide for 
cost-spreading for certain fills and refills of drugs under 
Medicare Part D during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced a bill to provide state and 
local workforce and career and technical education 
systems with support to respond to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Duncan (R-SC) introduced a bill to rescind $27 
billion in CARES Act funding. 
 
Rep. Bacon (R-NE) introduced a bill to expand the 
permissible use of funds under the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund. 

April 30 

The White House said the Administration will finalize a new rule this week 
requiring information about COVID-19 cases in nursing homes to be 
reported directly to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and testing data to be posted online. The rule will also require nursing 
homes to report cases to residents and their family members. 
 
The Treasury Department published a new Interim Final Rule on the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) related to corporate groups and non-
bank and non-insured depository institution lenders. 
 
In a letter to House Small Business Committee Chairwoman Velazquez 
(D-NY) and Senator Warren (D-MA), the Small Business Administration 
(SBA) Inspector General said his office began reviewing SBA’s 
implementation of the PPP and EIDL programs on April 24 and that it 
intends to publish a flash report comparing and contrasting provisions of 
the CARES Act to the SBA’s interim final rules and guidance. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it is expanding the scope and eligibility 
for the Main Street Lending Program by creating a third loan option with 
increased risk sharing by lenders for borrowers with greater leverage; 
lowering the minimum loan size for certain loans to $500,000; and 
expanding the pool of businesses eligible to borrow. It also published 
FAQs on the program. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it is expanding access to the Paycheck 
Protection Program Liquidity Facility (PPPLF) to additional lenders and 
expanding the collateral that can be pledged.  
 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said the House plans to return to 
Washington on May 11. 
 
The Senate Banking Committee announced it will hold a 
hearing on May 5 on Brian Miller’s nomination to be 
Special Inspector general for Pandemic Recovery, 
Department of the Treasury.  
 
Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Wicker (R-MS) 
and Senators Thune (R-SD), Moran (R-KS), and 
Blackburn (R-TN) announced they will introduce the 
COVID-19 Consumer Data Protection Act.  
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman 
Pallone (D-NJ) and Subcommittee Chairs Eshoo (D-CA) 
and DeGette (D-CO) wrote a letter to Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Azar calling for a national COVID-19 
tracing strategy. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6649?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6646?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6657?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6652?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-remains-committed-caring-nations-seniors-coronavirus-pandemic-beyond/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/IFR--Corporate-Groups-and-Non-Bank-and-Non-Insured-Depository-Institution-Lenders.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200430a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/files/main-street-lending-faqs.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200430b.htm
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/04/28/2020/nomination-hearing
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.2020.4.30.pdf
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The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced over $1 billion in 
grants to 439 airports in 50 states. $731 million in Airport Improvement 
Program grants  and $455 million in Supplemental Discretionary grants 
will be available for 100% of eligible costs under the CARES Act.  
 
The Department of Education announced nearly $1.4 billion in CARES Act 
funding will be directed to Minority Serving Institutions, including 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Tribally Controlled 
Colleges and Universities, as well as institutions serving low-income 
students, to help ensure learning continues during the pandemic. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced $1 million in 
grant funding is available to local environmental justice communities to 
address COVID-19 concerns faced by low-income and minority 
communities. EPA anticipates awarding five grants of approximately 
$200,000 each. Applications are due by June 30. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) awarded $20 
million to increase telehealth access and infrastructure for providers and 
families to six recipients to respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a 
number of regulatory waivers and rule changes to expand access to and 
flexibility for Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries to get tested for COVID-
19 and telehealth services. 
 
CMS announced a new Coronavirus Commission for Safety and Quality in 
Nursing Homes will conduct a comprehensive assessment of the nursing 
home response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The CDC published a road travel toolkit for transportation partners to help 
reach domestic travelers with COVID-19 prevention messaging during 
road travel. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance highlighting 
flexibility under the Drug Supply Chain Security Act to facilitate distribution 
of prescription drug products needed to respond to COVID-19, including 
drugs to treat symptoms. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released unemployment insurance 
weekly claims data for the week ending April 25 showing the advance 
figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 3,839,000, a decrease of 

https://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=24936
https://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/grantapportion_data/media/FY20-AIP-Grants-Announced.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-delivers-nearly-14-billion-additional-cares-act-relief-funds-hbcus-minority-serving-institutions-and-colleges-and-universities-serving-low-income-students
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-provides-grant-funding-support-environmental-justice-communities-impacted-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/state-environmental-justice-cooperative-agreement-program
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/30/hhs-awards-20-million-to-combat-covid19-pandemic-through-telehealth.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-issues-second-round-sweeping-changes-support-us-healthcare-system-during-covid
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-independent-commission-address-safety-and-quality-nursing-homes
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/transportation-toolkit.html
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/exemption-and-exclusion-certain-requirements-drug-supply-chain-security-act-during-covid-19-public
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200430
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200774.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200774.pdf


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 127 

603,000 from the previous week’s revised level. The previous week’s level 
was revised up by 15,000 from 4,427,000 to 4,442,000. 
 
DOL announced it is hosting a national dialogue on Opening America’s 
Workplaces Again to solicit ideas from the public on how best to help 
employers and workers safely reopen workplaces. The dialogue will run 
from April 30-May 7. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published 
guidance on planning considerations for organizations in reconstituting 
operations during the pandemic.  
 
The State Department announced USBusiness@state.gov is a new 
resource for US companies facing foreign government-imposed supply 
chain interruptions that prevent these companies from addressing the 
COVID-19 outbreak in the US. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) granted exemption to the 
timeframes for completing recurrent training and testing requirements for 
certain air ambulance personnel. 

April 29 

In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published April 30, the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it will not enforce certain 
requirements for the onsite monitoring activities and certificates for the 
currently bodies in the Accredited Third-Party Certification Program for 
human and animal food in certain circumstances due to travel restrictions 
and advisories related to COVID-19. 
 
The Treasury Department announced that the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) will only accept Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
loans from lending institutions with asset sizes less than $1 billion from 
4:00 PM to 11:59 PM today and updated PPP FAQs. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) approved an additional 
13 funding applications for the COVID-19 Telehealth Program. 
 
The FCC announced it will temporarily waive the requirement that 
consumers seeking to qualify for the Lifeline program, which provides 
monthly discounts on broadband and voice services to low-income 
consumers, must provide at least three consecutive months of income 
documentation. 
 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education announced it 
will hold a hearing on May 6 on the COVID-19 response. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee announced it will hold 
a hearing on May 6 on the impact of COVID-19 on the 
aviation industry. 
 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) Committee announced it will hold a hearing on 
May 7 on New Tests for COVID-19. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) announced that Reps. Waters (D-
CA), Maloney (D-NY), Velazquez (D-NY), Foster (D-IL), 
Raskin (D-MD), and Kim (D-NJ) will sit on the Select 
Committee on the Coronavirus Crisis chaired by Majority 
Whip Clyburn (D-SC).  
 
Senators Markey (D-MA) and Blumenthal (D-CT) wrote a 
letter to Transportation Secretary Chao calling on DOT to 
issue a rule requiring face masks for all individuals 
engaged in air travel during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/dol/dol20200430
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/30/planning-considerations-organizations-reconstituting-operations-during-covid
https://www.state.gov/u-s-department-of-state-doing-its-part-to-keep-america-safe-healthy-and-running-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
mailto:USBusiness@state.gov
https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/FAA-2020-0412_Exemption_for_Air_Ambulance_Personnel.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-09169.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm992
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-364066A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-364070A1.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/covid-19-response
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/the-state-of-the-aviation-industry-examining-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/shark-tank-new-tests-for-covid-19
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/42920-0
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The Department of Labor (DOL) announced that Federal Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) compensation is being paid to 
eligible individuals in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced the preliminary results 
of a clinical trial show remdesivir accelerates recovery from advanced 
COVID-19. 
 
NIH announced a new Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) initiative 
aimed at speeding innovation, development, and commercialization of 
COVID-19 testing and technologies backed by $1.5 billion in federal 
funding. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for SARS-CoV-2 Antibody Tests that have been 
evaluated in an independent NIH validation study, or by another 
government agency designated by FDA, and are confirmed by FDA to 
meet the criteria set forth in the Scope of Authorization.  
 
The FDA posted FAQs on ventilators and on EUAs for medical devices 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA published a Consumer Update on Tips on Good Nutrition and 
Using the Updated Nutrition Facts Label During the Coronavirus 
Pandemic. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced that the Defense Logistics 
Agency is developing a tool to consolidate technical data into packages 
for advanced manufacturing to battle COVID-19. Military services are 
already using the Joint Additive Manufacturing Model Exchange 
(JAMMEX) to access dozens of models for critical items like face shields 
and surgical masks. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published guidance for 
cleaning and disinfecting public spaces, workplaces, businesses, schools, 
and homes and a cleaning and disinfecting decision tool. 
 
The Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) 
estimated that real GDP contracted 4.8% at an annual rate in Q1 2020. 
 
The Federal Reserve Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) 
announced that in light of the ongoing public health crisis, it decided to 

 
Senator Baldwin (D-WI) and Rep. Porter (D-CA) 
introduced The Medical Supply Transparency and 
Delivery Act to federalize the medical supply chain, 
increase national production, and create an equitable and 
transparent process for delivery of necessary medical 
supplies. 
 
Reps. Neguse (D-CO) and Taylor (R-TX) introduced The 
Commission on the Strategic National Supply Act to 
establish a 10-member bipartisan Federal Commission to 
address shortcomings of the Strategic National Stockpile. 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200429
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-clinical-trial-shows-remdesivir-accelerates-recovery-advanced-covid-19
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-remdesivir-treat-covid-19-begins
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-mobilizes-national-innovation-initiative-covid-19-diagnostics
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations#covid19ivd
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations#covid19ivd
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-ventilators
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-emergency-use-authorizations-euas-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-emergency-use-authorizations-euas-medical-devices-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/tips-good-nutrition-and-using-updated-nutrition-facts-label-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Features/Story/Article/2170192/dla-expands-manufacturing-tool-in-fight-against-covid-19/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-04/documents/316485-c_reopeningamerica_guidance_4.19_6pm.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-04/documents/316485-b_reopeningamerica_combo_placard_infographic_4.19_6pm.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/news/2020/gross-domestic-product-1st-quarter-2020-advance-estimate
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200429a.htm
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/press-releases/medical-supply-transparency-and-delivery-act
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Medical%20Supply%20Transparency%20and%20Delivery%20Act%20Text.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Medical%20Supply%20Transparency%20and%20Delivery%20Act%20Text.pdf
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/joe-neguse-van-taylor-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-establish-federal-commission-to-oversee-strategic-national-stockpile


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 129 

maintain the target range for the federal funds rate at 0 to ¼ percent. The 
Committee expects to maintain this range until it feels confident the 
economy has weathered recent events and is on track to achieve its 
maximum employment and price stability goals. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued a notice announcing that 
it will authorize subsidy payments for certain non-complete flights under 
the Essential Air Service (EAS) program given the signification reduction 
in passenger demand due to COVID-19. DOT will also not seek 
enforcement action against carriers that do not meet EAS requirements 
unless an EAS-served community formally objects. The guidance is in 
effect through June 30. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) published a Special Federal 
Aviation Regulation providing relief to pilots, crew members, and other 
certificate holders who have been unable to comply with certain testing, 
recency-of-experience, training, and checking requirements due to the 
public health emergency. 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) announced it is 
working with states and industry to distribute one million protective masks 
to commercial truck drivers. Distribution is initially available at locations in 
eight states. 

April 28 

President Trump signed an Executive Order invoking the Defense 
Production Act to designate meat and poultry processing plants critical 
infrastructure. The White House also published a fact sheet on the Order. 
 
President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Authorizing the 
Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training Program for Major Disaster 
Declarations Related to Coronavirus Disease 2019. 
 
President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in North Dakota. 
 
President Trump signed into law H.R. 6322, the Student Veterans 
Coronavirus Response Act of 2020, which amends Department of 
Veterans Affairs authorities related to payment of certain education 
benefits during national emergencies. 
 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin said that all Paycheck Protection Program 
loans over $2 million will be audited before they are forgiven and that 

Reversing course, Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) 
announced the House will not return on May 4 following 
consultation with Members and the Attending Physician. 
No new return date has been scheduled. 
 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said liability 
protections for frontline workers and businesses will be at 
the ‘top of his list’ for future COVID-19 response 
legislation. He also said he would oppose using a 
coronavirus stimulus bill as a vehicle for infrastructure 
investment.  
 
Over 140 House and Senate Democrats wrote a letter to 
FCC Chairman Pai calling on the FCC to coordinate with 
other federal agencies to inform low-income families about 
broadband services for which they are eligible.  
 
Rep. Krishnamoorthi (D-IL), who chairs the House 
Oversight Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer 

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-04/EAS%20Notice%204292020.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/FAA_SFAR_118_CoVid-19_Relief.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/FAA_SFAR_118_CoVid-19_Relief.pdf
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/masks
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-delegating-authority-dpa-respect-food-supply-chain-resources-national-emergency-caused-outbreak-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-taking-action-ensure-safety-nations-food-supply-chain/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-authorizing-crisis-counseling-assistance-training-program-major-disaster-declarations-related-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-continued-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-96/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6322?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6322%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm991
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8/4/844b51a6-813b-4ab2-af5a-7826d8600931/72AD73D8BD08F6DC8FF4D2E4B7E536EB.428fcclifeline-letter.pdf
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regulatory guidance implementing this procedure will be forthcoming. 
White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said that the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) processed 450,000 loans totaling $48.5 
billion since it started accepting PPP applications again on April 27. SBA 
also published an Interim Final Rule on disbursements and updated PPP 
FAQs. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Maryland and New 
Mexico to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus 
Act. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it 
began distributing an additional $20 billion of the $50 billion Provider 
Relief Fund to Medicare facilities and providers impacted by COVID-19. 
$30 billion was allocated earlier this month. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a new video resource on 
Emergency Use Authorizations (EUAs). 
 
The FDA published information and resources to assist manufacturers 
submitting generic drug applications with bioequivalence studies that may 
be impacted during COVID-19. 
 
The FDA updated its COVID-19 FAQs with information about smoking. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published a fact 
sheet on distribution of cloth facial coverings in coordination with the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of 
Homeland Security Cybersecurity Infrastructure and Security Agency 
(CISA), and other federal agencies. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL), in conjunction with Treasury and the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), issued a notice providing deadline relief 
and other guidance for employment benefit plans, plan participants and 
beneficiaries, employers and other plan sponsors, plan fiduciaries, and 
other service providers impacted by COVID-19. DOL also issued FAQs on 
health benefit and retirement benefit rights and responsibilities under the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA). 
 

Privacy, sent a letter to the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) urging the agency to comply with the 
Subcommittee’s ongoing investigation into the FDA’s 
policies on governing serological testing for coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Tonko (D-NY) introduced a bill to conduct or support 
research on the mental health consequences of COVID-
19. 
 
Rep. Schrier (D-WA) introduced a bill to require group 
health plans and health insurance issuers to provide 
coverage for services furnished via telehealth if such 
services would be covered if furnished in-person during 
the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Hayes (D-CT) introduced a bill to increase the 
annual funding for various healthcare agencies to better 
combat disparities that have emerged during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) introduced a bill to provide 
coverage for COVID-19 at no cost sharing under the 
Medicare Advantage program. 
 
Rep. Stevens (D-MI) introduced a bill to establish an 
interagency task force on worker protection from COVID-
19. 
 
Rep. Quigley (D-IL) introduced a bill to authorize video 
teleconferencing and telephone conferencing proceedings 
during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Wexton (D-VA) introduced a bill to require the 
Attorney General to issue guidance to law enforcement 
agencies as they respond to increased levels of domestic 
violence during COVID-19. 

https://twitter.com/PressSec/status/1255208424696090624
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Disbursements.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/28/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-maryland-and-new-mexico
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/28/eligible-providers-can-submit-information-to-receive-additional-provider-relief-fund-payments.html
https://youtu.be/iGkwaESsGBQ
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/coronavirus-covid-19-drugs/bioequivalence-studies-submission-andas-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-asked-questions?#general
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/28/distribution-cloth-facial-coverings
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/28/distribution-cloth-facial-coverings
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/ebsa/ebsa20200428
http://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/ebsa/temporary-postings/covid-19-final-rule.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/EBSA/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/faqs/covid-19.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2020-04-28.RK%20to%20Hahn-FDA%20re%20%20Serology%20Tests.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6645?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6644?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6638?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6640?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6631?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6642?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6633?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
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The Department of Interior (DOI) announced the White House has re-
established the White House Council on Native American Affairs to 
continue inter-agency coordination of the Indian Country COVID-19 
Response Team. 
 
The US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) extended the time to file 
certain patent and trademark-related documents and to pay certain fees, 
which otherwise would have been due between March 27 and May 31, to 
June 1. 

April 27 

The White House issued a strategy to expand COVID-19 testing. A 
Testing Blueprint describes the roles and responsibilities of the federal 
government, state, local, and tribal governments, and private sector and 
professional associations. A Testing Overview includes a three-stage 
process to expand testing. 
 
The Small Business Administration resumed accepting Paycheck 
Protection Program loan applications. The Treasury Department also 
published a new Interim Final Rule for the PPP with additional criterion for 
seasonal employers.  
 
The Federal Reserve announced an expansion of the scope and duration 
of the Municipal Liquidity Facility, which will offer up to $500 billion in 
lending to states and municipalities to help manage cash flow stresses 
caused by COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Education announced more than $300 million in 
discretionary grants is available for states to create adaptable, innovative 
learning opportunities for K-12 and postsecondary learners in response to 
the COVID-19 national emergency. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Kansas and Virginia to 
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus Act. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced it 
provided $12.2 million in funding for COVID-19 response efforts in 
Colorado. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and Education 
Department announced efforts to promote the use of $16 billion in CARES 
Act funding for remote learning. 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) confirmed in a 
statement that the Senate will return to Washington on 
May 4 as scheduled. House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-
MD) also confirmed on a caucus call that the House will 
return May 4. 
 
A group of 18 bipartisan senators wrote a letter to Senate 
leadership calling for the next phase of COVID-19 
response legislation to make local trade and professional 
associations eligible for CARES Act small business relief 
programs. 
 
20 Democratic senators wrote a letter to the Treasury 
Department and Small Business Administration calling for 
“strong supervisory mechanisms” to identify instances of 
“unjust enrichment” and ensure Paycheck Protection 
Program loans reach struggling small businesses. 
 
  

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/white-house-re-establishes-council-native-american-affairs-support-continued-inter
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/news-updates/uspto-extends-certain-patent-and-trademark-deadlines-june-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Testing-Blueprint.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Testing-Overview-Final.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Additional-Criterion-for-Seasonal-Employers.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200427a.htm
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-launches-new-grant-competition-spark-student-centered-agile-learning-opportunities-support-recovery-national-emergency
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/27/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-kansas-and-virginia
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/27/fema-provides-122-million-colorado-covid-19-response
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-364006A1.pdf
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/mcconnell-confirms-senate-will-reconvene-may-4th-previews-commonsense-reforms-to-strengthen-nations-response-and-re-opening
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/501(c)(6)%20relief%20word%20.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/klob%20letter%20to%20treasury%20sba.pdf
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In a Federal Register notice to be published April 29, the US Postal 
Service said it revised its Hazardous, Restricted, and Perishable Mail 
regulations to support rapid deployment of COVID-19 diagnostic tests via 
mail during the public health emergency.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
$250 million in emergency COVID-19 funding has been awarded to 
increase access to and improve the quality of community mental and 
substance use disorder treatment services through the expansion of 
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics. 
 
HHS launched a COVID-19 Uninsured Program Portal to allow health care 
providers who have conducted COVID-19 testing or provided treatment for 
uninsured COVID-19 individuals on or after February 4, 2020 to submit 
claims for reimbursement.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published an update on efforts 
to ensure availability of alcohol-based hand sanitizer during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The FDA has issued 70 emergency use authorizations for new COVID-19 
tests, including 62 molecular tests and eight serological tests, according to 
the White House. 
 
The FDA updated and re-issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) 
for face masks originally posted on April 18. In doing so, the FDA clarified 
that face masks, including cloth face coverings, that are authorized by the 
EUA are only authorized for use by the general public and health care 
personnel as source control and are not authorized to be personal 
protective equipment (PPE). The FDA also posted FAQs on the 
Emergency Use Authorization for Face Masks (Non-Surgical). 
 
The FDA published a fact sheet on the use of respirators, facemasks, and 
cloth face coverings in the food and agriculture sector during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA published a fact sheet on procedures for confirmed positive or 
exposed workers in FDA-regulated food production, storage, or 
distribution operations. 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08256.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/27/samhsa-awards-grants-expanding-community-based-behavioral-health-services-strengthens-covid-19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/27/hhs-launches-covid19-uninsured-program-portal.html
https://coviduninsuredclaim.hrsa.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-ensure-availability-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-during
https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-emergency-use-authorization-face-masks-non-surgical
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/use-respirators-facemasks-and-cloth-face-coverings-food-and-agriculture-sector-during-coronavirus
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/what-do-if-you-have-covid-19-confirmed-positive-or-exposed-workers-your-food-production-storage-or
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The Attorney General issued a memo on Balancing Public Safety with the 
Preservation of Civil Rights finding that the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
may have an obligation to address in federal court state or local 
ordinances that result in “an overbearing infringement of constitutional and 
statutory protections.” 
 
Secretary of Education DeVos announced the Department will not seek 
any additional waiver authority concerning Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) requirements 
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The CARES Act 
directed the Department to examine certain federal education laws to 
determine any additional waiver authority that might be necessary to 
provide limited flexibility to state and local education agencies during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) published a 
brochure on addressing tenant concerns during the COVID-19 national 
emergency.  
 
The Pandemic Response Accountability Committee named Robert 
Westbrooks its executive director and launched a website and Twitter 
account. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released a list of control towers 
where hours will be temporarily adjusted due to low traffic. 

April 26 

The Treasury Department updated Paycheck Protraction Program FAQs. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced 
enhancements to the Get My Payment app for Americans to access and 
track their Economic Impact Payments. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that it 
is reevaluating the amounts that will be paid under its Accelerated 
Payment Program and suspending its Advance Payment Program to Part 
B suppliers effective immediately in light of recent emergency relief to 
providers and suppliers.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) released joint coronavirus-related interim guidance for 
meatpacking and meat processing workers and employers. 

 

April 25 
The Treasury Department announced it has made $12.4 billion in initial 
payments to 93 air carriers and that it has determined that cargo air 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority Leader Schumer 
(D-NY), and key Democratic committee leaders sent a 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/page/file/1271456/download
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-reiterates-learning-must-continue-all-students-declines-seek-congressional-waivers-fape-lre-requirements-idea
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/Housing/documents/MF_Tenant_Concerns_COVID-19_Brochure.pdf
https://pandemic.oversight.gov/news/articles/pandemic-response-accountability-committee-names-executive-director-launches-website
https://pandemic.oversight.gov/
https://twitter.com/COVID_Oversight
https://twitter.com/COVID_Oversight
https://www.faa.gov/coronavirus/regulatory_updates/media/Control_Tower_Hour_Adjustment_list.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm990
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/notice
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-reevaluates-accelerated-payment-program-and-suspends-advance-payment-program
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200426
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/meat-poultry-processing-workers-employers.html
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/treasury-implementing-cares-act-programs-for-aviation-and-national-security-industries
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carriers that receive $50 million or less of payroll support and contractors 
that receive $37.5 million or less of payroll support will not be required to 
provide financial instruments as appropriate compensation for the financial 
assistance. The Department also published the application form for loans 
to businesses critical to maintaining national security, which may be 
submitted online beginning April 27 and are due by May 1. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced it has 
awarded grants to five states to fund crisis counseling services for 
residents struggling with stress and anxiety as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

letter to the Treasury Department and Small Business 
Administration on implementation of the Paycheck 
Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act. 
The letter urges expanded access for underserved and 
Main Street businesses to PPP, including setting aside at 
least $10 billion for Minority Depository Institutions and 
Community Development Financial Institutions to make 
PPP loans. The letter also calls on Treasury and SBA to 
award $10,000 SBA Emergency EIDL Grants (rather than 
grants of $1,000 per employee), to update eligibility for 
EIDL loans and grants to include farmers and other 
agricultural enterprises, and to implement rigorous and 
regular reporting for transparency and oversight. 

April 24 

President Trump signed the Paycheck Protection Program and Health 
Care Enhancement Act into law. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
announced that SBA will resume accepting Paycheck Protection Program 
loans on April 27 at 10:30 AM ET.  
 
The Treasury Department released a new Interim Final Rule on 
requirements for promissory notes, authorizations, affiliation, and eligibility 
for the Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
The Treasury Department published guidance on how to calculate 
maximum loan amounts by business type for the Paycheck Protection 
Program. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) published a Procedural Notice 
providing guidance to approved Paycheck Protection Program lenders 
regarding the sale of participating interest in PPP loans. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced 
that 88 million individuals received Economic Impact Payments worth 
nearly $158 billion and released state-by-state figures. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved California and 
Connecticut to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide 
assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 
dealing with school closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus 
Act. 
 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released 
preliminary projections of output, employment, interest 
rates, and federal deficits for 2020 and 2021. CBO 
estimates that in Q2, that the inflation-adjusted GDP is 
expected to decline by about 12% and the unemployment 
rate is expected to average close to 14%. The federal 
budget deficit for FY20 is projected to be $3.7 trillion. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) wrote in a letter to colleagues that 
the Democratic caucus will hold a call next week to 
discuss the possibility of remote voting by proxy and 
virtual committee meetings. 
 
A group of 75 bipartisan senators wrote a letter calling on 
the Office of Management and Budget to take steps to 
support rural broadcasters and local newspapers during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, such as having the federal 
government disseminate essential information through 
local advertisements and allowing flexibility for state and 
local governments to use federal funds to publicize new 
programs an information. 
 
The House Oversight and Reform Committee released a 
staff memo with preliminary findings that the Committee 
alleges raise concerns with serological testing. The memo 
is based on a briefing with the FDA, CDC, and HHS. 
 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Nadler (D-NY) and 
Constitution Subcommittee Chairman Cohen (D-TN) wrote 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Loan-Application-Form-for-Businesses-Critical-to-Maintaining-National-Security.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/25/fema-awards-crisis-counseling-assistance-grants
https://democrats-financialservices.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Letter_to_SBA-Treasury_re_Impl._of_intm_COVID-19_bill.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-95/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm988
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Requirements-for-Promissory-Notes-Authorizations-Affiliation-and-Eligibility.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/How-to-Calculate-Loan-Amounts.pdf
https://content.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/Procedural%20Notice%20-%20PPP%20Loan%20Participations.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-deliver-88-million-economic-impact-payments-in-first-three-weeks-release-state-by-state-economic-impact-payment-figures
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/24/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-california-and-connecticut
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56335
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/42420-1
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cassidy-bipartisan-colleagues-call-for-relief-for-rural-broadcasters-local-newspapers-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/ECP%20Staff%20Report%20on%20Preliminary%20Findings%20of%20the%20Subcommittee%E2%80%99s%20Coronavirus%20Antibody%20Testing%20Investigation.pdf
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The Department of Labor (DOL) issued interim enforcement guidance on 
reusing disposable N95 filtering face piece respirators (N95 FFRs) that 
have been decontaminated.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a Safety Communication 
cautioning against use of hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine for COVID-
19 outside of the hospital setting or a clinical trial due to risk of heart 
rhythm problems. 
 
The FDA issued an immediately in effect guidance, Enforcement Policy for 
Remote Digital Pathology Devices During the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency, to expand the availability of devices for remote viewing and 
reporting of scanned digital images. 

a letter to Attorney General Barr requesting a briefing and 
documents on the Administration’s anticipated use of 
emergency powers during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
House Democrats unveiled a website featuring video 
statements on the Paycheck Protection Program and 
Health Care Enhancement Act from Members who did not 
speak on the floor during the debate. 
 
Rep. Meng (D-NY) introduced a bill to required federal 
agencies to translate COVID-19 materials into multiple 
languages. 
 
Rep. Kuster (D-NH) introduced a bill to authorized grants 
to address substance use disorder during COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Crow (D-CO) introduced a bill to establish a 
database to facilitate the provision of healthcare services 
by a volunteer at a federal or state agency during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Cardenas (D-CA) introduced a bill to allow states to 
provide coverage under Medicaid for vaccines and 
treatment for COVID-19 for uninsured individuals without 
the imposition of cost sharing requirements. 
 
Rep. Bera (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish a program 
in the American Folklife Center to collect video and audio 
recordings of personal histories and testimonials of those 
affected by COVID-19.  

April 23 

In updated Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) FAQs, the Treasury 
Department asked publically traded companies that received assistance 
through the Paycheck Protection Program to return their loans by May 7. 
 
Treasury published guidance on treatment of Alaska Native Corporations 
for the purposes of the Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced the information it will make public 
regarding its liquidity and lending facilities using CARES Act funding, 
including the names and details of participants in each facility; amounts 
borrowed and interest rate charged; and overall costs, revenues, and fees 
for each facility.  

The House passed interim relief legislation, the $484 
billion Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement Act, sending it to the President for his 
signature. The new law includes an additional 
approximately $322 billion for the Paycheck Protection 
Program, $60 billion for Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
program grants and loans, $75 billion for hospitals, and 
$25 billion for testing. 
 
The House adopted H.Res. 935, Establishing a Select 
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis, on a party-line 
vote. Majority Whip Clyburn (D-SC) will chair the panel, 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200424
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-24/enforcement-guidance-decontamination-filtering-facepiece-respirators-healthcare
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-cautions-against-use-hydroxychloroquine-or-chloroquine-covid-19-outside-hospital-setting-or?utm_campaign=New%20FDA%20Drug%20Safety%20Communication%20on%20hydroxychloroquine%20and%20chloroquine&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-remote-digital-pathology-devices-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-remote-digital-pathology-devices-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-remote-digital-pathology-devices-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2874-7741
https://majorityleader.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5af264d7bacb33cab2f3e314&id=f65de5460b&e=0b67706287
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6623?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6620?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6618?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6616?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6615?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Payments-to-Tribal-Governments.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200423a.htm
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/935?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
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The Fed announced it is working to expand access to its Paycheck 
Protection Program Liquidity Facility (PPPLF) for additional Small 
Business Administration-qualified lenders. 
 
The Fed announced temporary actions aimed at increasing the availability 
of intraday credit extended by Federal Reserve Banks on both a 
collateralized and uncollateralized basis consistent with other actions to 
support the flow of credit to households and businesses to mitigate the 
disruptions from COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) announced that Federal 
Home Loan Banks can accept PPP loans as collateral when making 
loans, called advances, to their members. 
 
The Department of Education announced $13.2 billion in CARES Act 
emergency relief funds is available to state and local education agencies 
to support continued learning for K-12 students whose educations have 
been disrupted by COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Wisconsin to operate 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of 
children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school 
closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus Act. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will award $631 
million in CARES Act funding to 64 jurisdictions through the Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Capacity for Prevention and Control of Emerging 
Infectious Diseases cooperative agreement. 
 
HHS awarded nearly $5 million to Poison Control Centers nationwide to 
improve their capacity to respond to increased calls due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
HHS extended to 3:00 PM ET on April 25 the deadline for hospitals to 
apply for $10 billion in CARES Act funds that will be distributed to areas 
highly impacted by COVID-19. 
 
The CDC updated its COVID-19 FAQs. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a toolkit 

which will review the federal government’s response to the 
pandemic.  
 
The House Small Business Committee held a Member 
Day hearing on COVID-19 Response and Recovery. 
 
House Antitrust Subcommittee Chairman Cicilline (D-RI) 
proposed a moratorium on mergers during the pandemic 
with exceptions for companies that are in bankruptcy or 
otherwise on the brink of failing. 
 
Senators Romney (R-UT) and Sinema (D-AZ) wrote a 
letter to CDC Director Dr. Redfield expressing concern 
that federal public health officials are lagging behind on 
collecting real-time data on the spread of COVID-19.  
 
Senators Klobuchar (D-MN) and Cramer (R-ND) and 
Reps. Welch (D-VT) and Marshall (R-KS) wrote a letter to 
the President urging the Administration to support 
dedicated funding for small broadband providers to keep 
students and low-income families connected to the 
internet during the pandemic. 
 
A group of Senate Democrats wrote a letter calling on the 
Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
to ensure families that are not required to file taxes and 
will automatically receive their COVID-19 stimulus 
payment will not need to wait until next year to receive the 
additional $500 payment per child.  
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) and House Small Business 
Committee Chairwoman Velazquez (D-NY) wrote a letter 
to the Small Business Administration and Treasury 
Department Inspectors General requesting investigations 
into the implementation of the Paycheck Protection 
Program. 
 
Rep. Scott (R-GA) introduced a bill to make supplemental 
appropriations for the Department of Agriculture to 
respond to COVID-19. 
 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200423b.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/other20200423a.htm
https://www.fhfa.gov/Media/PublicAffairs/Pages/FHFA-Supports-Small-Business-by-Allowing-FHLBanks-to-Accept-PPP-Loans-as-Collateral.aspx
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-makes-available-over-13-billion-emergency-coronavirus-relief-support-continued-education-k-12-students
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/23/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-wisconsin
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/23/hhs-announces-cares-act-funding-distribution-to-states-and-localities-in-support-of-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/23/hhs-awards-nearly-5-million-to-poison-control-centers-as-calls-spike-due-to-covid19.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/23/hhs-announces-more-time-for-hospitals-to-apply-for-covid-19-high-impact-payments.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-releases-covid-19-telehealth-toolkit-accelerate-state-use-telehealth-medicaid
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/downloads/medicaid-chip-telehealth-toolkit.pdf
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3255
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/2/0/20c60f84-d443-4aa3-8d94-66cc99a45ad1/04DE12330B84BAB70954E49176C35425.423broadband.pdf
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=3C9D8017-BA4D-496F-BECC-3D26AB03C794
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.04.23%20Letter%20to%20SBA%20and%20Treasury%20IG.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6611?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
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for states to help accelerate adoption of broader telehealth coverage 
policies in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
CMS issued guidance for infection control and prevention concerning 
COVID-19 in Home Health Agencies and Religious Nonmedical 
Healthcare Institutions.  
 
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) released 
a strategic plan detailing COVID-19 research priorities. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance on non-
invasive fetal and material monitoring devices to help increase availability 
to support patient monitoring during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA issued guidance to help increase availability and capability of 
imaging systems needed for diagnosis and treatment monitoring of lung 
disease in patients during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA issued guidance to communicate a temporary policy regarding 
certain requirements under the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act 
Accredited Third-Party Certification Program for foreign food entities and 
their products. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released its unemployment insurance 
weekly claims report showing that for the week ending April 18, the 
advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 
4.43 million, a decrease of 810,000 from the previous week’s revised 
level. The previous week’s level was revised down by 8,000 to 
approximately 5.24 million. 
 
The General Services Administration (GSA) said in a Federal Register 
notice scheduled to be published April 24 that certain provisions of the 
Federal Travel Regulation governing official relocation travel are 
temporarily waived for employees relocating during the national 
emergency.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it is advising 
eight technology companies that unscrupulous dealers are using their 
platforms to sell illegal disinfectant products. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) released a fact 

Rep. Panetta (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide for the 
immediate procurement of COVID-19 medical testing 
components, materials, and supplies under the Defense 
Production Act. 
 
Rep. Blumenauer (D-OR) introduced a bill to provide 
assistance under SBA programs related to COVID-19 to 
cannabis businesses and their service providers. 
 
Rep. Biggs (R-AZ) introduced a bill to require a particular 
jury instruction in federal civil actions that include a claim 
for damages based on negligence arising from the 
transmission of COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) introduced a bill to establish NIH prize 
competitions to incentivize research by higher education 
institutions on point-of-care testing for the detection of 
current or past COVID-19 infection. 

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/guidance-infection-control-and-prevention-concerningcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-home-health
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/niaid-strategic-plan-details-covid-19-research-priorities
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/sites/default/files/NIAID-COVID-19-Strategic-Plan-2020.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-non-invasive-fetal-and-maternal-monitoring-devices-used-support-patient
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-imaging-systems-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public-health-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-accredited-third-party-certification-program-onsite-observation-and
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200423
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08687.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/us-epa-calls-eight-technology-companies-address-fraudulent-covid-19-disinfectants
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/23/individual-and-households-program-remote-inspections
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6609?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6602?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6601?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6600?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
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sheet on remote home inspections for disaster survivors amid the 
pandemic. 
 
FEMA announced that it will begin accepting applications on April 28 for 
$100 million available through the FY20 Assistance to Firefighters Grant – 
COVID-19 Supplemental Program. The application deadline is May 15. 

April 22 

The President issued a Proclamation Suspending Entry of Immigrants 
Who Present Risk to the US Labor Market During the Economic Recovery 
Following the COVID-19 Outbreak. The White House also published a fact 
sheet on the Proclamation. 
 
The President directed the White House Opportunity and Revitalization 
Council to focus its efforts on supporting distressed communities impacted 
by COVID-19, including identifying additional funding needed from 
Congress to best support minority and distressed areas. 
 
The Treasury Department published the Payroll Support Program 
agreement. 
 
Treasury published guidance and FAQs for state, territorial, local, and 
tribal governments on accessing the Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a 40% emergency 
benefit increase in monthly Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits. 
 
USDA approved Alabama to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer to provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals dealing with school closures pursuant to the Families 
First Coronavirus Act. 
 
Secretary of Education DeVos said that colleges and universities with 
large endowments should not apply for CARES Act relief funds. She also 
called on Congress “to change the law to make sure no more taxpayer 
funds go to elite, wealthy institutions.” 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) awarded nearly 
$165 million to combat the COVID-19 pandemic in rural communities. 
 
HHS announced additional allocations of funds under the CARES Act 
Provider Relief Fund. $50 billion is allocated for general distribution to 
Medicare facilities and providers impacted by COVID-19. $10 billion is 

The House Rules Committee was scheduled to consider a 
resolution to authorize remote voting by proxy and provide 
for official remote committee proceedings during a 
designated pandemic emergency, but Speaker Pelosi (D-
CA) and Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) will appoint 
members to a bipartisan group to study the issue instead.  
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) told her caucus that the House will 
vote April 23 on a resolution to establish a coronavirus 
select committee chaired by Majority Whip Clyburn (D-
SC). 
 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Nadler (D-NY) and 
Immigration Subcommittee Chair Lofgren (D-CA) issued a 
statement criticizing the President’s Proclamation 
temporarily suspending new green cards. 
 
Rep. Castro (D-TX) introduced a bill to expedite and 
expand provision of American Citizen Services worldwide 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/23/individual-and-households-program-remote-inspections
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/23/fema-makes-additional-100-million-available-firefighters-covid-19-response
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspending-entry-immigrants-present-risk-u-s-labor-market-economic-recovery-following-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-honoring-commitment-protect-american-workers-temporarily-pausing-immigration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-honoring-commitment-protect-american-workers-temporarily-pausing-immigration/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Form-of-PSP-Agreement.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Form-of-PSP-Agreement.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Guidance-for-State-Territorial-Local-and-Tribal-Governments.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/22/usda-increases-monthly-snap-benefits-40
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/22/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-alabama
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-calls-wealthy-institutions-reject-taxpayer-emergency-funds-congress-change-eligibility
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/22/hhs-awards-nearly-165-million-to-combat-covid19-pandemic-in-rural-communities.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/22/hhs-announces-additional-allocations-of-cares-act-provider-relief-fund.html
https://rules.house.gov/bill/116/h-res-PIH-remote-voting
https://judiciary.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=23DXPOR6TOZNO2DV3IUHI73YLM
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6595?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
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allocated for a targeted distribution to hospitals in areas that have been 
particularly impacted and another $10 billion for rural health clinics and 
hospitals. $400 million is allocated for Indian Health Services facilities. 
 
HHS launched telehealth.hhs.gov to provide support and resources to 
providers integrating telemedicine into their practices. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a toolkit 
to help state and local healthcare decisionmakers navigate COVID-19 
health workforce challenges. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a temporary policy on 
repackaging or combining propofol drug products during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. 
 
The FDA announced a virtual town hall on immediately in effect guidance 
on COVID-19 diagnostic tests on April 29 at 12:15 PM. 
 
The FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for patient 
monitoring systems intended to be used in the hospital environment for 
remote monitoring of patients having or suspected of having COVID-19 to 
reduce healthcare provider exposure. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced it is temporarily 
adjusting the operating hours of approximately 100 control towers in light 
of reduced air traffic. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced that 
Canada and Mexico are exempt from new export restrictions on certain 
health and medical resources announced on April 10. 
 
FEMA published a fact sheet on addressing personal protective 
equipment (PPE) needs in non-healthcare settings. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) updated FAQs on energy sector 
COVID-19 response efforts. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) updated 
COVID-19 FAQs for public housing agencies. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced in a Federal 
Register notice that it is amending emissions reporting regulations 

https://www.hhs.gov/blog/2020/04/22/health-providers-join-the-telehealth-revolution.html
https://telehealth.hhs.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-launches-new-toolkit-help-states-navigate-covid-19-health-workforce-challenges
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/Workforce-Virtual-Toolkit
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-repackaging-or-combining-propofol-drug-products-during-covid-19-public-health?utm_campaign=Temporary%20Policy%20on%20Repackaging%20or%20Combining%20Propofol%20Drug%20Products&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/virtual-town-hall-series-immediately-effect-guidance-coronavirus-covid-19-diagnostic-tests-04292020
https://www.fda.gov/media/137226/download
https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=94991
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=FEMA-2020-0018-0002
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/22/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-addressing-ppe-needs-non-healthcare-setting
https://www.energy.gov/ceser/articles/covid-19-energy-sector-response-efforts-and-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/COVID19_Round3-FAQs_04-22-20.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08581.pdf
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applicable to sources that monitor and report under the Acid Raid 
Program, the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, and/or the NOx SIP Call 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published April 23, the EPA 
announced its intent to convene a panel of experts to provide rapid advice 
on scientific and technical issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published April 23, the 
Commodities Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) announced it will 
extend the comment period for certain rulemakings due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

April 21 

President Trump said he would sign an Executive Order pausing new 
green cards for 60 days. 
 
President Trump said on Twitter that he urges Congress to pass the 
Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act, the 
interim relief legislation. He added that Phase 4 legislation should include 
relief for state and local governments, infrastructure investment (including 
bridges, tunnels, broadband), tax incentives (for restaurants, 
entertainment, and sports), and payroll tax cuts to increase economic 
growth. 
 
President Trump said on Twitter that he has instructed the Secretaries of 
Energy and Treasury to formulate a plan to make funds available to 
secure the US oil and gas industry. 
 
The Department of Education released an additional $6.2 billion for 
colleges and universities to provide direct emergency cash grants to 
students pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $955 
million in CARES Act grants to support older Americans and people with 
disabilities during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
HHS announced a policy of enforcement discretion to allow compliance 
flexibilities regarding the implementation of the interoperability final rules 
in response to COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized the first diagnostic 
test with a home collection option for COVID-19 through a re-issued 
emergency use authorization (EUA). 

Congressional leadership announced an agreement on 
interim relief legislation, the approximately $484 billion 
Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement Act. The bill includes an additional 
approximately $322 billion for the PPP, $2 billion for the 
Small Business Administration, $60 billion for EIDL grants 
and loans, $75 billion for hospitals, and $25 billion for 
testing. The Senate passed the bill by voice vote. The 
House is expected to pass it on Thursday. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said in a letter to colleagues after 
Senate passage of the interim relief legislation that after 
the House passes the bill on April 23, Democrats will 
immediately begin work on CARES 2 with a focus on the 
health and safety of the American people and strong 
funding for healthcare, police, fire, EMS, and other 
essential workers. 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) wrote a letter to 
House Administration Committee Chairwoman Lofgren (D-
CA) and Rules Committee Chairman McGovern (D-MA) 
asking the Committees to consider a set of 
recommendations to enable remote voting and committee 
work and to enable Congress to work remotely even when 
in Washington to comply with social distancing guidelines. 
 
Senators Moran (R-KS), Casey (D-PA), Boozman (R-AR), 
and Baldwin (D-WI) wrote a letter urging the Departments 
of State and Agriculture to continue to support 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08586.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08109.pdf
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1252640538647506947
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1252591306028785667
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-delivers-6-billion-additional-grant-funding-support-continued-education-americas-colleges-universities
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/21/hhs-announces-nearly-1-billion-cares-act-grants-support-older-adults-people-with-disabilities-community-during-covid-19-emergency.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/21/statements-from-onc-cms-on-interoperability-flexibilities-amid-covid19-public-health-emergency.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/09/hhs-finalizes-historic-rules-to-provide-patients-more-control-of-their-health-data.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-test-patient-home-sample-collection
https://www.fda.gov/media/136148/download
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/42120-1
https://majorityleader.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5af264d7bacb33cab2f3e314&id=b6666da844&e=0b67706287
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/493760-senators-urge-pompeo-perdue-to-back-global-food-programs-amid-coronavirus
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The FDA issued an EUA for decontaminating compatible N95 or N95-
equivalent respirators for single-user reuse by healthcare providers.  
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced COVID-19 treatment 
guidelines that will be updated as new information emerges. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its 
COVID-19 forecast. 
 
The Department of State issued a fact sheet on US assistance to Pacific 
island countries to respond to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced researchers are 
studying COVID-19 in aging veterans with dementia. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced 
Pennsylvania will receive nearly $5 million for costs associate with the 
purchase of BiPAP machines to assist those having difficulty breathing as 
a result of COVID-19.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued an alert with safety tips to keep 
construction workers safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

international food assistance programs during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Titus (D-NV) introduced a bill to provide that 
businesses with legal gaming revenue are eligible for 
certain assistance relating to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Cicilline (D-RI) introduced a bill to prohibit depository 
institutions from asserting overdraft and non-sufficient 
fund fees during the COVID-19 crisis and other disasters. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to require the CDC to 
collect and report certain data concerning COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Kelly (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide for a 
temporary increase in Medicaid DSH allotments during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Houlahan (D-PA) introduced a bill to establish a risk 
corridor program for Medicare Advantage during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Garcia (D-IL) introduced a bill to ensure international 
financial institution support for a robust international 
response to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Reps. Bilirakis (R-FL) and Cox (D-CA) introduced a bill to 
award HHS grants or contracts to public or private entities 
to carry out a national awareness campaign to increase 
factual awareness and knowledge of COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Blunt Rochester (D-DE) introduced a bill to require 
group health plans and health insurance issuers offer 
group or individual health insurance coverage to provide 
coverage without imposing any cost sharing requirements 
for certain items and services furnished during any porting 
of the COVID-19 emergency.  
 
Rep. Meng (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide for E-Rate 
support for Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, and 
connected devices during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/media/137167/download
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/expert-us-panel-develops-nih-treatment-guidelines-covid-19
http://covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcovid-data%2FCOVID-19-forecast.html
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-is-assisting-pacific-island-countries-to-respond-to-covid-19/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5428
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/21/fema-approves-49-million-breathing-machines-pennsylvania
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200421
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4000.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6594?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7b%22congress%22:%22116%22,%22source%22:%22legislation%22,%22search%22:%22coronavirus%22%7d&searchResultViewType=expanded&KWICView=false&pageSort=dateOfIntroduction%3Adesc
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6585?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6584?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6583?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6581?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=7
https://bilirakis.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressmen-bilirakis-and-cox-introduce-bipartisan-bill-help-communities
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6572?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=9
https://bluntrochester.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2431
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6568?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6563?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
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Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to ensure that 
veterans receive timely and effective healthcare during 
the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to defer action 
regarding certain debts arising from benefits under laws 
administered by the VA during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Perlmutter (D-OR) introduced a bill to provide for an 
enhanced Coronavirus Relief Fund. 
 
Rep. Harder (D-CA) introduced a bill to include the fresh 
fruit and vegetable program as a qualified program for 
purposes of certain national school lunch program 
requirement waivers addressing COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Garamendi (D-CA) introduced a bill to mobilize 
individuals in the fight against COVID-19 by expanding 
volunteer opportunities in AmeriCorps and employment 
opportunities at FEMA, as well as utilizing expertise of 
Peace Corps volunteer leaders. 

April 20 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Alabama, Alaska, and Delaware. 
 
President Trump said on Twitter that he will sign an Executive Order to 
temporarily suspend immigration into the United States. Press Secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said in a statement, “President Trump is committed to 
protecting the health and economic well-being of American citizens as we 
face unprecedented times.  As President Trump has said, ‘Decades of 
record immigration have produced lower wages and higher unemployment 
for our citizens, especially for African-American and Latino workers.’ At a 
time when Americans are looking to get back to work, action is 
necessary.” 
 
The Office of Management and Budget and Office of Personnel 
Management sent a memo to heads of executive departments and 
agencies on aligning federal agency operations with the Guidelines for 
Opening Up America Again. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it finalized Payroll Support Program 
agreements with several major airlines representing nearly 95% of US 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and Minority 
Leader Schumer (D-NY) agreed to schedule a pro forma 
session for April 21 at 4:00 PM to potentially seek 
unanimous consent on interim relief legislation. 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised members 
that if the Senate passes interim relief legislation on April 
21, the House could meet as early as April 23 at 10:00 
AM and that a recorded vote is likely. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Democratic 
leadership wrote a letter to the Administration asking 
questions about efforts to acquire and distribute COVID-
19 medical supplies.  
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6591?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6590?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6592?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6564?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6560?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-continued-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-facilitate-economic-recovery/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1252418369170501639
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/M-20-23.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#criteria
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/treasury-finalizes-agreements-with-major-airlines-disburses-initial-payroll-support-program-payments
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/HHS.FEMA_.2020.4.20.%20Letter%20re%20COVID-19%20Supplies.OI_.HE_.pdf
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airline capacity and disbursed $2.9 billion in initial payments to two major 
airlines and 54 smaller passenger air carriers. Treasury will make 
additional payments on a rolling basis. The Department also updated 
FAQs on the program. 
 
Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that social 
security, railroad retirement, and veterans benefit recipients who have 
qualifying children and did not file a 2018 or 2019 tax return need to 
provide information via the IRS Non-Filer tool to receive an Economic 
Impact Payment for the children. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced an 
expedited process to release $110 million in emergency grants to 
strengthen access to treatments for substance use disorders and serious 
mental illnesses during the pandemic. 
 
HHS announced an ongoing partnership with Oracle through its 
Therapeutic Learning system, an online platform designed to collect real-
time medical data related to COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced it is 
encouraging clinicians who participate in the Quality Payment Program to 
contribute to scientific research and evidence to fight COVID-19 and earn 
credit through the Merit-based Incentive Payment System. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated FAQs on 
COVID-19 testing at laboratories. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued information on the use of 
serological (antibody) tests to help identify people who may have been 
exposed to or recovered from COVID-19, including a letter to healthcare 
providers, a fact sheet, and FAQs. 
 
The FDA issued a face mask emergency use authorization (EUA). 
 
The FDA issued guidance for a temporary policy regarding state-licensed 
pharmacies and federal facilities, that are not outsourcing facilities, 
compounding certain drugs for hospitalized patients during the public 
health emergency to address reported issued with accessing certain FDA-
approved drugs. 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PSP-FAQs-4-20-20.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm985
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/20/samhsa-moves-quickly-begin-releasing-110-million-emergency-grant-funding-provide-americans.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/20/oracle-donates-therapeutic-learning-system-to-hhs-to-gather-crowd-sourced-data-on-covid-19.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-champions-reporting-covid-19-clinical-trial-data-through-quality-payment
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/testing-laboratories.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-serological-test-validation-and-education-efforts
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/important-information-use-serological-antibody-tests-covid-19-letter-health-care-providers
https://www.fda.gov/media/137111/download
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-diagnostic-testing-sars-cov-2#serology
https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-compounding-certain-drugs-hospitalized-patients-pharmacy-compounders-not-registered
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The FDA announced the Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program, a 
new program that aims to move new treatments to patients as soon as 
possible, while at the same time finding out whether they are helpful or 
harmful. 
 
The Departments of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Defense (DOD) announced 
a new modernized health data sharing capability for bidirectional sharing 
of health records with community partners. 
 
The VA released a timeline on how it prepared for the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced that the US, 
Mexico, and Canada have agreed to extend restrictions on non-essential 
cross-border travel for 30 additional days. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) asked its Science Advisory 
Board (SAB) to provide a rapid review of research needs identified by 
EPA scientists to enhance and build on the Agency’s capabilities to 
address the environmental and human health impacts from the virus that 
causes COVID-19.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced that the temporary period of 
non-enforcement of paid leave protections under the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act has ended. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced a 
$1.5 million award in Partnership and Special Enforcement Efforts funds 
to HUD Fair Housing Assistance Program agencies to support COVID-19 
education activities. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued a fact sheet 
on Region 7 (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, and nine tribal nations) 
COVID-19 response efforts. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Arizona and Illinois to 
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus Act. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a business review letter 
announcing it will not challenge collaborative efforts by Amerisource 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices-perspectives-fda-leadership-and-experts/path-forward-coronavirus-treatment-acceleration-program
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5425
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5427
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/04/20/acting-secretary-chad-wolf-statement-non-essential-travel
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-expands-research-covid-19-environment
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200420
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_055
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/20/region-7-covid-19-fact-sheet
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/20/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-arizona-and-illinois
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-issues-business-review-letter-amerisourcebergen-supporting-distribution
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Bergen to identify global opportunities, ensure product quality, and 
facilitate product distribution of medications and other healthcare supplies 
to treat COVID-19 patients. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it acquired the 
former Garland-Baylor, Scott & White hospital in Texas to increase its 
capacity to care for veterans with an initial focus on COVID-19 cases. 
 
The Department of Defense (DOD) announced it will provide humanitarian 
support, including medical equipment, relief supplies, and personnel, to 
support Italy’s response to COVID-19. 
 
DOD extended its stop move order through June 30 to aid in the further 
prevention of the spread of COVID-19. 

April 19 

Pursuant to the President’s April 18 Executive Order, the Treasury 
Department and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) issued a joint 
Temporary Interim Final Rule providing importers who have faced a 
significant financial hardship due to the COVID-19 outbreak with the 
option for a 90-day deferment period on the payment of duties, taxes, and 
fees. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued guidance 
on providing essential non-COVID-19 care to patients in regions with low 
and stable incidence of COVID-19 as part of Phase 1 of the Trump 
Administration’s Guidelines for Opening Up American Again. 
 
CMS announced new regulatory requirements for nursing homes to inform 
residents, their families, and representatives of COVID-19 cases in their 
facilities. Nursing homes will also be required to report cases directly to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and to fully 
cooperate with CDC surveillance efforts. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) announced they are collecting and 
sharing best practices and lessons learned from the whole-of-America 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its 
COVID-19 forecast. 

House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised members 
that the House could meet as early as April 22 at 10:00 
AM and that a recorded vote on interim coronavirus relief 
legislation is likely. 
 
Senators Menendez (D-NJ) and Cassidy (R-LA) 
announced a proposal to create a $500 billion State 
Municipal Aid for Recovery and Transition (SMART) Fund. 

April 18 
President Trump signed an Executive Order authorizing the Treasury 
Department to provide relief to certain US businesses, including critical 
supply chains for US manufacturers, during the pandemic. 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) wrote a letter to Democratic 
colleagues citing progress in bipartisan negotiations on 
interim relief legislation. 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5424
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2157126/dod-humanitarian-assistance-to-the-italian-republic-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2156918/update-to-travel-restrictions/
https://www.cbp.gov/document/rulings/temporary-postponement-payment-period-duties-taxes-and-fees-due-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-recommendations-re-open-health-care-systems-areas-low-incidence-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-flexibility-reopen-essential-non-covid-services.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#criteria
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-new-nursing-homes-covid-19-transparency-effort
https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/upcoming-requirements-notification-confirmed-covid-19-or-covid-19-persons-under-investigation-among
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/19/fema-and-hhs-share-best-practices-coronavirus-pandemic-response
https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus/best-practices
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcovid-data%2FCOVID-19-forecast.html
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/news-and-events/press/menendez-cassidy-announce-bipartisan-breakthrough-to-deliver-much-needed-federal-resources-to-states-communities-on-frontline-of-covid-19-fight
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-national-emergency-authority-temporarily-extend-deadlines-certain-estimated-payments/
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/41820
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April 17 

The President approved a disaster declaration for American Samoa to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) updated its summary of 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans through April 16 and Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Carranza issued a statement 
on the program calling on Congress to appropriate additional funding. 
Treasury also updated FAQs on the PPP. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced a temporary change to the Board’s rules 
to allow certain bank directors and shareholders to apply for PPP loans for 
their small businesses. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced 
they are working with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) so veterans 
and beneficiaries who receive Compensation and Pension benefits 
payments will automatically receive Economic Impact Payments. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new public-private 
partnership to speed COVID-19 vaccine and treatment options. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced it will extend 
through October 24 the coronavirus-related limited waiver of the minimum 
slot usage requirement at JFK, LGA, and DCA airports. The FAA will also 
extend through October 24 its policy for prioritizing flights canceled at 
designated IATA Level 2 airports (ORD, EWR, LAX, SFO). Both policies 
were originally set to expire on May 31. 
 
The FAA issued a Safety Alert for Operators (SAFO) with updated interim 
health guidance for air carriers and crew members during the public health 
emergency. 
 
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released 
updated guidance for state and local jurisdictions and the private sector on 
how to ensure the resilience of critical infrastructure functions during the 
pandemic response. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) will provide $16 billion in direct support to 
farmers and ranchers and $3 billion for USDA to purchase and distribute 
fresh produce, dairy, and meat. 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) appointed 
Senator Toomey (R-PA) to the Congressional Oversight 
Commission pursuant to the CARES Act. He also 
announced that Banking Committee Chairman Crapo (R-
ID) will lead and coordinate Senate oversight of the 
CARES Act. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) appointed Rep. Shalala (D-FL) as 
her selection to sit on the Congressional Oversight 
Commission. 
 
House Minority Leader McCarthy (R-CA) appointed Rep. 
Hill (R-AR) as his selection to sit on the Congressional 
Oversight Commission. 
 
Several Senate Democrats, including Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY), wrote a letter to Treasury Secretary 
Mnuchin and SBA Administration Carranza requesting 
data on the PPP and the EIDL and grant program. 
 
Rep. Schiff (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish the 
Commission on the COVID-19 Pandemic in the United 
States. 
 
Rep. Roy (R-TX) introduced a bill to modify terms related 
to the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program for 
applicants affected by COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Tlaib (D-MI) introduced a bill to establish a Boost 
Communities Program to provide monthly payments to 
American consumers during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Tlaib (D-MI) introduced a bill to prohibit water 
shutoffs during the COVID-19 emergency and to provide 
drinking and waste water assistance. 
 
Rep. Sherman (D-CA) introduced a bill to prevent the 
acceleration of the due date of business loans during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-american-samoa-disaster-declaration-2/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA%20PPP%20Loan%20Report%20Deck.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm983
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200417a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200417a1.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm984
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-launch-public-private-partnership-speed-covid-19-vaccine-treatment-options
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08174.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://www.cisa.gov/news/2020/04/17/cisa-releases-version-30-guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workers-during
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/17/usda-announces-coronavirus-food-assistance-program
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/mcconnell-announces-oversight-plans-for-historic-cares-act-
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/41720-1
https://www.republicanleader.gov/mccarthy-names-french-hill-to-congressional-oversight-commission/
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/d/8/d8e32c58-d0c9-4bd2-a022-188680dc80e9/0EF809C9847CBF95A71D3ECBECD5DF8F.newdataletter417.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6548?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6547?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6553?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6552?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6549?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
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USDA approved North Carolina and Massachusetts to operate Pandemic 
Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to families of children 
eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with school closures 
pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus Act. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced COVID-19 
Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Agencies and Associations. 
 
EPA announced it has transferred more than 1,000 N-95 face masks to 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to require the 
Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior to report jointly on 
certain efforts to address the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Doggett (D-TX) introduced a bill to establish a 
special ACA enrollment period during the COVID-19 
emergency. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced a bill to suspend 
obligations of residential renters and mortgagors to make 
payments during the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Rep. Meeks (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a 
moratorium on collection efforts made by certain lenders 
against borrowers affected by coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Raskin (D-MD) introduced a bill to provide financial 
and logistical support to states to reopen their economies. 
 
Rep. Brooks (R-IN) introduced a bill to authorize the 
acceptance of gifts for the Strategic National Stockpile. 
 
Rep. Brooks (R-IN) introduced a bill to authorize the 
transfer to and federal department or agency, on a 
reimbursable basis, any drugs, vaccines, and other 
biological products, medical devices, and other supplies in 
the Strategic National Stockpile. 
 
Rep. Dingell (D-MI) introduced a bill to authorize the use 
of the Strategic National Stockpile to enhance medical 
supply chain elasticity and establish and maintain 
domestic reserves of critical medical supplies. 
 

April 16 

The White House sent Guidelines for Opening Up America Again to the 
nation’s governors. 
 
The President approved a disaster declaration for Mississippi to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 

A group of over 100 House members wrote a letter to SBA 
Administrator Carranza seeking information about 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) and how 
Congress can assist the program. 
 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimated the 
CARES Act will increase federal deficits by $1.8 trillion 
over 10 years. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/17/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-north-carolina-and-massachusetts
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-coronavirus-covid-19-resources-state-local-and-tribal-governments
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUZ3WKHmsoJNcLZFX2PpSjMyF1UJGNPczaoICRsmMLXoUHD82PCCfaVLXbA3mVULhQGg3QaJCBC7ihyb715dx7-2Brt30OcPVHP6em-2BiE-2F3xWYVruSqWzDDIfnN35Ppsm-2FGK9Gq9ea1gYWft4RDWDvKlxY-3D_lUx_XPQ8vBgR1fQUD-2BugFOKAEMIFLMc5VLZ-2FtxNuiNpg56SeOOGlV8kP2EnWdrdtD5ryk1iLp2uTMTuDEC1yIERclTWtS7xBltomEDyQzGMjxaUNi4nKrldlnzadlvgkno2dBPusBNdhr-2F-2B87yXCToTx9xHvuDv0VKjPPQ4-2F1N6PF3euuU6WJ2F4OLWbxuANaztIDb9AVlBBehTwHjwFjsq-2BDseyH4T7nEvW7Mb1TTSrmPChPyWcA3TAfCGdbSyJacE9uprrq3BxVMhV2wzsYxmuPd7llWUfURbPk5O0l7XONGoP0D9RXs63NGXyX7gPhuGAZgCtEZD2yPFf3RtyNCnGzkJIxFyh8uL1q-2FGXGqYEHek-3D&data=02%7C01%7CLabbe.Ken%40epa.gov%7Cffb5c1689d67463b3a3e08d7e2daa772%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637227301047705491&sdata=8SpwAEA9nlbw3aQijf2VXPjInzua%2Fx35ibNcBi9YV4o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUZ3WKHmsoJNcLZFX2PpSjMyF1UJGNPczaoICRsmMLXoUHD82PCCfaVLXbA3mVULhQGg3QaJCBC7ihyb715dx7-2Brt30OcPVHP6em-2BiE-2F3xWYVruSqWzDDIfnN35Ppsm-2FGK9Gq9ea1gYWft4RDWDvKlxY-3D_lUx_XPQ8vBgR1fQUD-2BugFOKAEMIFLMc5VLZ-2FtxNuiNpg56SeOOGlV8kP2EnWdrdtD5ryk1iLp2uTMTuDEC1yIERclTWtS7xBltomEDyQzGMjxaUNi4nKrldlnzadlvgkno2dBPusBNdhr-2F-2B87yXCToTx9xHvuDv0VKjPPQ4-2F1N6PF3euuU6WJ2F4OLWbxuANaztIDb9AVlBBehTwHjwFjsq-2BDseyH4T7nEvW7Mb1TTSrmPChPyWcA3TAfCGdbSyJacE9uprrq3BxVMhV2wzsYxmuPd7llWUfURbPk5O0l7XONGoP0D9RXs63NGXyX7gPhuGAZgCtEZD2yPFf3RtyNCnGzkJIxFyh8uL1q-2FGXGqYEHek-3D&data=02%7C01%7CLabbe.Ken%40epa.gov%7Cffb5c1689d67463b3a3e08d7e2daa772%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637227301047705491&sdata=8SpwAEA9nlbw3aQijf2VXPjInzua%2Fx35ibNcBi9YV4o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epas-mountains-and-plains-region-transfers-n-95-masks-federal-emergency-management
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6546?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6532?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6515?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6544?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6525?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6516/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6517/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6531/text
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Guidelines-for-Opening-Up-America-Again.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-mississippi-disaster-declaration-7/
https://byrne.house.gov/sites/byrne.house.gov/files/EIDL%20Letter%20to%20SBA%204.16%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2020-04/hr748.pdf
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The Federal Reserve announced the Paycheck Protection Program 
Liquidity Facility is operational and available to provide liquidity to eligible 
financial institutions.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a new 
contract with GE, in partnership with Ford, under the Defense Production 
Act (DPA) to produce 50,000 ventilators by July 13. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a temporary policy for 
compounding of certain drugs for hospitalized patients by outsourcing 
facilities during the public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released unemployment insurance 
weekly claims data showing for the week ending April 11, the advance 
figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was approximately 5.2 million,  
a decrease of 1.37 million from the previous week’s revised level. 
 
The DOL issued an alert to help keep manufacturing workers safe during 
the pandemic. 
 
The DOL issued interim guidance to advise compliance safety and health 
officers to evaluate an employer’s good faith efforts to comply with safety 
and health standards during the pandemic. 
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published April 17, the 
International Trade Commission announced it will conduct an investigation 
at the request of the House Ways and Means Committee and Senate 
Finance Committee on COVID-19 Related Goods: US Imports and Tariffs 
for the purpose of identifying imported goods related to the COVID-19 
response, their source countries, tariff classifications, and applicable rates 
of duty. The Commission will transmit the report to Congress by April 30. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced new 
charges and solicited additional nominations for the Broadband 
Deployment Advisory Committee Disaster Response and Recovery 
Working Group to address challenges presented by COVID-19. 
 
The FCC approved the first six applications for its COVID-19 Telehealth 
Program. 
 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200416a.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/16/hhs-announces-ventilator-contract-with-ge-under-defense-production-act.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/137031/download
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OPA/newsreleases/ui-claims/20200632.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200416
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4002.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200416-0
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-16/discretion-enforcement-when-considering-employers-good-faith-efforts-during
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08144.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-420A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363770A1.pdf
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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued a safety alert for 
carrying cargo in passenger cabins as passenger airlines look to modify 
operations to carry more cargo during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) updated FAQ on the energy sector 
response to COVID-19. 
 
The Department of State issued an action plan to support the international 
response to COVID-19. 

April 15 

The White House invited select bipartisan members of the House and the 
Senate to participate in a task force on reopening the economy.  
 
The Treasury Department updated FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Small Business 
Administration (SBA) Administrator Carranza issued a statement calling 
on Congress to appropriate additional funds for the program. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) launched 
the Get My Payment app for taxpayers who filed returns in 2018 or 2019 
but did not provide banking information to submit information necessary to 
receive Economic Impact Payments electronically. 
 
The Treasury Department and Social Security Administration (SSA) 
announced that Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients will 
automatically receive Economic Impact Payments. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a $90 
million award to Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program recipients to respond to 
COVID-19 pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) updated its COVID-19 FAQs.  
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published April 16, the 
Election Assistance Commission announced it will hold a virtual hearing 
on April 22 to discuss issues facing state and local officials regarding 
elections and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) published a COVID-
19 fact sheet. 
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) and House 
Minority Leader McCarthy (D-CA) issued a statement 
calling Democrats to agree to provide additional funding 
for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) issued a statement criticizing the 
President’s decision to withhold funding from the World 
Health Organization. 
 
Senate Democrats released a Roadmap to Reopening by 
Ensuring a Speedy and Ubiquitous Lab Testing System 
(RESULTS). The plan includes six components: requiring 
a strategic plan to leverage a “whole of society response”; 
emergency funding to enable rapid scaling of testing and 
the full range of activities that support testing to maximize 
its impact; pipeline to develop, validate, and allocate 
accurate, reliable tests to ensure adequate supply; 
structures to administer tests in every community across 
the country; robust public health infrastructure to respond 
to results and better contain COVID-19; and transparency 
and accountability across the testing system. 
 
A group of bipartisan, bicameral lawmakers wrote a letter 
to US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
urging the Administration to waive restrictions that prevent 
doctors on certain employment-based visas from 
providing care at locations or in specialties other than 
those specifically approved for their immigration status. 

https://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/media/2020/SAFO20008.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2020/04/f73/COVID-19%20Energy%20FAQs_PUBLIC_TLPGreen_16April2020_Final.pdf
https://www.state.gov/release-of-u-s-government-action-plan-to-support-the-international-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-convenes-members-congress-serve-opening-america-congressional-group/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm981
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm978
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm979
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/15/hhs-awards-90-million-ryan-white-hiv-aids-program-recipients-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/frequent-questions-related-coronavirus-covid-19
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-08027.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9b9edb2e701/86d3d2bf-d64f-4210-946f-c1d276e70c39.pdf
https://www.republicanleader.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/mcconnell-and-mccarthy-on-democrats-lapse-in-the-paycheck-protection-program-this-did-not-have-to-happen
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/41520
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Testing%20White%20Paper%20FINAL%20Murray.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Testing%20White%20Paper%20FINAL%20Murray.pdf
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/1/9/1911d1dd-9420-4ca0-ba80-caf6eba93a4f/22531E5F97883A568322D0BE738578B6.414finaluscis.pdf
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that 
Medicare will nearly double payment for high-production coronavirus lab 
test. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a study validated three 
decontamination methods for re-use of N95 respirators. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) announced a temporary final rule to change certain H-
2A requirements to help US agricultural employers avoid disruptions in 
lawful agriculture-related employment. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) announced it is negotiating contract 
awards with nine US companies for the purpose of storing US-produced 
crude oil in the Nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) amid COVID-
related excess supply.   
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued two new Emergency Use 
Authorizations (EUAs) for serology tests to detect the presence of 
coronavirus antibodies. The FDA also issued an EUA for a N95 respirator 
decontamination system. 
 
The FDA published a summary of its major activities in the fight against 
COVID-19. 

April 14 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Vermont. 
 
The President announced 17 Great American Economic Revival Industry 
Groups will work with the White House to bolster the economy. The 
groups represent the agriculture, banking, construction/labor/workforce, 
defense, energy, financial services, food and beverage, healthcare, 
hospitality, manufacturing, real estate, retail, tech, telecommunications, 
transportation, and sports sectors. A final group of thought leaders 
includes former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, economist Art 
Laffer, and former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, among others. 
 
The President announced the United States will withhold funding from the 
World Health Organization. 
 
The Treasury Department updated its FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) and published an Interim Final Rule on Additional 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) announced that 
the Senate, like the House, will not return to Washington 
until May 4. McConnell also reiterated his call for the 
Senate to pass a clean bill to provide the Paycheck 
Protection Program with additional funds. 
 
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) sent a letter to Democratic 
colleagues urging the Federal Reserve to make nonprofits 
and universities eligible for its Main Street lending facility.  
 
Over two dozen Senate Democrats wrote a letter to 
leadership calling for at least $1 billion in funding for the 
FCC Lifeline program in future coronavirus relief 
legislation. 
 
Bipartisan House and Senate Judiciary Committee 
leadership wrote a letter to US Patent and Trademark 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increases-medicare-payment-high-production-coronavirus-lab-tests-0
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-study-validates-decontamination-methods-re-use-n95-respirators
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/15/dhs-and-usda-move-protect-american-farmers-and-ensure-continued
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-announces-crude-oil-storage-contracts-help-alleviate-us-oil-industry-storage-crunch
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-authorizations
https://www.fda.gov/media/136976/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137005/download
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-great-american-economic-revival-industry-groups/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-demanding-accountability-world-health-organization/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-Additional-Eligibility-Criteria-and-Requirements-for-Certain-Pledges-of-Loans.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/41420
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.04.14%20-%20Congressional%20Leadership%20-%20Lifeline.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2853-7741
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Eligibility Criteria and Requirements for Certain Pledges of Loans for PPP. 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) also published a report on PPP 
approvals through April 13. 
 
Treasury announced that at least 10 airlines intend to participate in the 
Payroll Support Program. 
 
The Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Comptroller 
of the Currency, National Credit Union Administration, and Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau announced an Interim Final Rule to 
temporarily defer real estate-related appraisals and evaluations under 
their interagency appraisal regulations so that regulated institutions can 
extend financing to creditworthy households and businesses quickly 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced $10 billion has been 
awarded to airports pursuant to the CARES Act and published FAQs and 
a presentation on the grants. DOT also published a list and map of the 
awards by airport. 
 
The Department of Education issued guidance that career and technical 
education (CTE) programs can donate or loan unused personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and other medical supplies to support coronavirus 
response. 
 
The Department of Education announced the application process for 
states to apply for $3 billion in emergency block grant funding through the 
CARES Act Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it will 
release $3.5 billion to the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Export-Import Bank (EXIM) Board voted to temporarily restrict export 
support for certain medical supplies and equipment that are in short 
supply to ensure availability to combat the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
United States. 
 
EXIM extended temporary COVID-19 relief measures, including waivers, 
deadline extensions, streamlined processing, and flexibility, through May 
31. 
 

Office Director Iancu seeking information on USPTO 
operations during the pandemic. 
 
Rep. Morelle (D-NY) introduced a bill to expand 
permissible use of funds under the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund.  
 
Rep. Harder (D-CA) introduced a bill to provide for 
deferral of loan payments for graduates during the 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Ryan (D-OH) introduced a bill to provide emergency 
monthly payments to every American throughout the 
duration of the coronavirus crisis. 
 
Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced a bill to provide premium 
assistance for COBRA continuation coverage and 
furloughed continuation coverage for individuals and their 
families during the COVID-19 emergency and 180 days 
thereafter. 
 
Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to required 
coverage under Medicaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program for COVID-19 vaccines and treatment 
without imposition of cost sharing requirements. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced a bill to expand to all states 
the USDA program to approve retail food stores to accept 
SNAP benefits online. 
 
Rep. Nadler (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide public 
safety officer death and disability benefits for certain 
public safety officers who contract COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Rush (D-IL) introduced a bill to require any principal 
or interest payments on a residential mortgage loan 
deferred during the COVID-19 emergency to be due no 
earlier than the last day of the loan term. 
 
Rep. Thompson (D-CA) introduced the Business 
Interruption Insurance Coverage Act. 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-Additional-Eligibility-Criteria-and-Requirements-for-Certain-Pledges-of-Loans.pdf
https://content.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/PPP%20Report%20SBA%204.14.20%20%20-%20%20Read-Only.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm977
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200414a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200414a1.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-10-billion-relief-americas
https://www.faa.gov/airports/cares_act/media/cares-act-airport-grants-faqs.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/airports/cares_act/media/cares-act-airport-grants-presentation.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/airports/cares_act/media/cares-act-airport-grant-amounts.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/airports/cares_act/map/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-cte-programs-can-donate-unused-personal-protective-equipment-medical-supplies-support-coronavirus-response
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PCRN/docs/20-0114_Guidance_on_Donation_or_Loan_of_PPE.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-3-billion-emergency-education-block-grants-governors
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/governors-emergency-education-relief-fund
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/10/administration-children-and-families-release-funding-support-child-care-and-development-block-grant.html
https://www.exim.gov/news/exim-board-takes-action-fight-against-covid-19-pandemic-temporarily-restricting-export-support
https://www.exim.gov/news/exim-extends-temporary-covid-19-relief-measures-through-may-31-2020
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6508?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6502?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6496?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6514?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6511?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6510?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6509?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6492?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6494/text?r=21&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6494/text?r=21&s=1
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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a Safety Advisory 
recommending actions to reduce the risk of COVID-19 among transit 
employees and passengers. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) awarded nearly $2.5 million in National 
Dislocated Worker Grant funding to Workforce West Virginia to provide 
employment and training services to workers affected by coal industry 
layoffs. 
 
DOL announced $91.8 million in grant funding is available through the 
National Farmworker Jobs Program to support the economic stability of 
migrant and seasonal farmworkers. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced that it is enabling 
drone use for COVID-19 response efforts within its existing regulations 
and emergency procedures. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced the 
funding notice for an additional $100 million in supplemental Emergency 
Management Performance Grant Program funds available to all states 
and territories under the CARES Act. Applications are due by April 28. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) issued warning letters to three sellers of fraudulent COVID-19 
products. 
 
The FDA updated its COVID-19 FAQs. 
 
The FDA issued guidance on digital health services for treating psychiatric 
disorders to expand the availability of these devices while reducing user 
and provider contact and potential exposure to COVID-19. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it is temporarily 
allowing registrants to notify the agency of certain formulation and 
manufacturing facility changes and immediately release disinfectant 
products for sale without waiting for EPA approval. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a memo 
postponing the 2019 benefit year HHS Risk Adjustment Data Validation 
process to allow health insurers and providers to focus on the pandemic. 
 

 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/us-department-transportation-issues-safety-advisory-reduce-spread-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/safety/fta-safety-advisory-20-01-recommended-actions-reduce-risk
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200414
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200414-0
https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=94991
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/14/fema-announces-funding-notice-emergency-management-performance-grant
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-april-14-2020
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-asked-questions?utm_campaign=CU%20Consumer%20FAQs%20041520&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-digital-health-devices-treating-psychiatric-disorders-during-coronavirus-disease
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-efforts-increase-availability-disinfectant-products-use-against-novel
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2019-HHS-RADV-Postponement-Memo.pdf
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CMS updated FAQs on Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program to reflect enhanced federal funding and recent congressional 
action related to the pandemic. 
 
CMS provided supplemental guidance for transferring or discharging 
residents between skilled nursing facilities and/or nursing facilities based 
on COVID-19 status. 

April 13 

The Treasury Department published information for state, local, and tribal 
governments to access $150 billion in relief pursuant to the CARES Act, 
including information on eligibility of local governments, eligible units of 
local government, and required submissions and certifications. Materials 
must be submitted by April 17. 
 
Treasury updated FAQs on the Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) published a COVID-19 Federal 
Rural Resource Guide to help rural communities address resources to 
address the pandemic.  
 
USDA announced that Rhode Island is the second state approved to 
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to provide assistance to 
families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals dealing with 
school closures pursuant to the Families First Coronavirus Act. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) provided options for 
nonimmigrants facing visa challenges due to the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) and Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
issued a joint statement underscoring that they will enforce antitrust laws 
as it pertains to employer coordination to disadvantage workers on the 
frontlines of the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued an alert with safety tips for 
keeping package delivery workers safe from exposure to coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Commerce and Census Bureau announced 
adjustments to 2020 Census operations, including extending the window 
for response to October 31. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
new contracts for ventilator production, some under the Defense 
Production Act, will total over 130,000 new ventilators by the end of 2020. 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) issued a joint statement reiterating their 
priorities for an interim emergency coronavirus relief 
package, including additional funds for and changes to 
Small Business Administration loans; expanded access to 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); 
and funding for testing and personal protective equipment. 
 
House Majority Leader Hoyer (D-MD) advised members 
that absent an emergency, the House is not expected to 
meet prior to May 4. The House was previously expected 
to return April 20. 
 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee Chairman Johnson (R-WI) said the Committee 
will examine the origins of and response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Over three dozen bipartisan senators wrote a letter to 
Senate leadership requesting that any future coronavirus 
response legislation include funding to support victims 
and survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. 
 
34 Senate Democrats wrote a letter to Secretary of Labor 
Scalia expressing concern about Department guidance to 
states on implementing coronavirus unemployment 
benefits. 
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) and Rep. Khanna (D-CA) 
unveiled a proposal for an Essential Workers Bill of Rights 
to protect frontline workers during the coronavirus 
pandemic.  
 

https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/downloads/covid-19-section-6008-CARES-faqs.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-25-nh.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Census-Data-and-Methodology-Final.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Eligible-Units.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Eligible-Units.pdf
https://forms.treasury.gov/caresact/stateandlocal
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/13/usda-unveils-tool-help-rural-communities-address-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA_COVID-19_Fed_Rural_Resource_Guide.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA_COVID-19_Fed_Rural_Resource_Guide.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/13/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-rhode-island
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/covid-19-delays-extensionchange-status-filings
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/advocacy_documents/joint-statement-bureau-competition-federal-trade-commission-antitrust-division-department-justice/statement_on_coronavirus_and_labor_competition_04132020_final.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200413
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3998.pdf
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/press-releases/statement-covid-19-2020.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/13/hhs-announces-new-ventilator-contracts-orders-now-totaling-over-130000-ventilators.html
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/41320
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7/1/7184ea7a-7930-4e6c-b3f2-17d984c9d635/715D4DA59D7151C24DDA5357B92ABCFF.finaldvprogramsdoj1.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/041320%20PUA%20Guidance%20Letter%20to%20Scalia.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/elizabeth-warren-and-ro-khanna-unveil-essential-workers-bill-of-rights
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The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced a $61.7 million grant 
to the Missouri Department of Transportation under the CARES Act. 

Over 120 House Democrats wrote a letter to House 
leadership calling for funding for community health centers 
in the next COVID-19 response package. 
 
Over 100 House Democrats wrote a letter to DHS and 
USCIS asking that expiring employment authorization 
documents (EADs) be extended. 

April 12 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) to Advanced Sterilization Products for systems to 
decontaminate N95 respirators. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced a 
policy for purchase and distribution of food eligible for public assistance 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

April 11 

President Trump approved a disaster declaration for Wyoming to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the 
Departments of Treasury and Labor issued guidance to expand coverage 
for essential diagnostic services amid the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 

 

April 10 

The President signed a Presidential Memorandum on providing COVID-19 
assistance to the Italian Republic. 
 
The Treasury Department announced implementation details for the 
Payroll Support Program for passenger air carriers, cargo air carriers, and 
related contractors and published Q&A on loans to air carriers and eligible 
businesses and national security businesses pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
Treasury updated its FAQs on the Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) launched 
an online tool and app for people who did not file tax returns in 2018 or 
2019 to submit information to receive economic impact payments. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it is 
beginning to deliver an initial $30 billion in CARES Act relief to providers. 
 
HHS issued guidance for investigators, institutional review boards, and 
institutions conducting human subjects research during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) and Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin spoke and agreed to “pursue 
bipartisan talks with the leadership of House and Senate 
Democrats and Republicans” on interim funding for the 
Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
Rep. Schiff (D-CA) and Senators Harris (D-CA) and 
Feinstein (D-CA) introduced the National Commission on 
the COVID-19 Pandemic in the United States Act.  
 
Senator Sanders (I-VT) and Rep. Jayapal (D-WA) 
introduced the Health Care Emergency Guarantee Act to 
allow Medicare to pay all treatment costs for uninsured 
and cover all out-of-pocket costs for those coronavirus 
patients without public or private insurance. 
 
Senators Warren (D-MA) and Harris (D-CA) introduced 
the Price Gouging Prevention Act to prohibit price gouging 
of consumer goods throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-617-million-missouri-dot-covid-19
https://bit.ly/2JX1HMc
https://chc.house.gov/sites/congressionalhispaniccaucus.house.gov/files/4.13.20%20DHS%20AUTO%20RENEW%20EAD%20final.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-decontaminate-millions-n95
https://www.fda.gov/media/136884/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136884/download
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/12/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-purchase-and-distribution-food-eligible-public
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-wyoming-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-expanded-coverage-essential-diagnostic-services-amid-covid-19-public
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/FFCRA-Part-42-FAQs.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-covid-19-assistance-italian-republic/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm973
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/CARES-Airline-Loan-Support-Q-and-A-national-security.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm971
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm972
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/10/hhs-to-begin-immediate-delivery-of-initial-30-billion-of-cares-act-provider-relief-funding.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/10/guidance-for-application-of-the-human-subjects-protection-regulations-to-actions-taken-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://schiff.house.gov/imo/media/doc/CommissionontheCOVID19PandemicintheUnitedStates.pdf
https://schiff.house.gov/imo/media/doc/CommissionontheCOVID19PandemicintheUnitedStates.pdf
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenSanders&crop=18480QQQ13752854QQQ7539838QQQ365907166&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sanders.senate.gov%2fdownload%2fhealthcare-covid-text&redir_log=922048409795432
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/warren-unveils-senate-companion-bill-to-stop-price-gouging-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued temporary policy 
guidance regarding non-standard personal protective equipment (PPE) 
practices for sterile compounding by pharmacy compounders not 
registered as outsourcing facilities during the public health emergency. 
 
FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to STERIS 
Corporation for systems to decontaminate N95 respirators. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a memo 
to all Medicare Advantage, Cost, PACE, and Demonstration Organizations 
on applicability of diagnoses from telehealth services for risk adjustment. 
 
CMS approved a COVID-19 Medicaid emergency waiver for Utah, the 50th 
such waiver. 
 
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) announced it is adjusting 
2020 aggregate production quotas for certain controlled substances and 
the assessment of annual needs for ephedrine and pseudoephedrine in 
response to the public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) and Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) announced over $1 billion is available to Amtrak to 
support its COVID-19 response pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The FRA published a Safety Advisory recommending that railroads 
develop and implement procedures consistent with federal best practices 
to ensure safety of railroad operations and maintenance during the 
national emergency. 
 
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
issued a notice highlighting existing options related to hazardous materials 
shipping papers and social distancing during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced it will begin 
accepting applications for the COVID-19 Telehealth Program though a 
dedicated portal on April 13 at 12:00 PM ET. 
 
The FCC provided guidance to public safety entities on requesting 
temporary authority and waivers in response to COVID-19. 
 

and future emergencies. It is the companion to legislation 
introduced by Reps. Neguse (D-CA) and Lieu (D-CA). 
 
Senators Romney (R-UT) and Murphy (D-CT) introduced 
a bill to establish a Global Health Security Interagency 
Review Council and a US Coordinator for Global Health 
Security. 
 
Rep. Schakowsky (D-IL) introduced a bill to increase the 
ability of nursing facilities to access telehealth services 
and obtain technologies to allow virtual visits during the 
COVID-10 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Ruiz (D-CA) introduced a bill to establish a special 
enrollment period during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Eshoo (D-CA) introduced a bill to expand the FCC 
Rural Health Care Program in response to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Gaetz (R-FL) introduced a bill to rescind the CARES 
Act appropriation for migration and refugee assistance 
and redirect the funds to CBP and ICE. 
 
Rep. Burchett (R-TN) introduced a bill to require air 
carriers receiving federal loans under the CARES Act to 
limit compensation paid to executives to the amount of an 
executive’s 2019 salary until such loans are repaid. 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-non-standard-ppe-practices-sterile-compounding-pharmacy-compounders-not?utm_campaign=Temporary%20Policy%20Regarding%20Non-Standard%20PPE%20Practices%20for%20Sterile%20Compounding&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-non-standard-ppe-practices-sterile-compounding-pharmacy-compounders-not?utm_campaign=Temporary%20Policy%20Regarding%20Non-Standard%20PPE%20Practices%20for%20Sterile%20Compounding&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-second-emergency-use-authorization-decontaminate-n95
https://www.fda.gov/media/136843/download
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/applicability-diagnoses-telehealth-services-risk-adjustment-4102020.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/index.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-04-10/pdf/2020-07593.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-1-billion-amtrak-response-covid
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-04-10/pdf/2020-07559.pdf
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/2020-04/PHMSA%20Shipping%20Paper%20Notice.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363657A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/covid19telehealth
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-404A1.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6487?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6486?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6474?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6481?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6479?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
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The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) granted 
Public Housing Authorities, Indian Tribes, and Tribally Designated 
Housing Entities waiver authorities and ultimate flexibilities to focus on 
assisting tenants and properties during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued interim guidance for enforcing 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recordkeeping 
requirements as it relates to recording cases of COVID-19. 
 
DOL published Unemployment Insurance Program Letter 17-20, providing 
further guidance to states to implement the Pandemic Emergency 
Unemployment Compensation Program pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued interim guidance to 
guide health and safety decisions at cleanup sites during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) said in a letter to the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee that it will defer for 90 days all 
annual fees for Q3 FY20. 
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a new study to quantify 
undetected cases of coronavirus infection. 

April 9 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Idaho and Alaska to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department launched the Main Street Business Lending 
Program to make loans available to mid-size businesses and the 
Municipal Liquidity Facility to make direct financing available to state and 
localities. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced additional actions to provide up to $2.3 
trillion in loans and released term sheets for the Term Asset-Backed 
Securities Loan Facility, the Primary Market Corporate Credit Facility, the 
Secondary Market Corporate Credit Facility, the Municipal Liquidity 
Facility, the Paycheck Protection Program Lending Facility, the Main 
Street New Loan Facility, and the Main Street Expanded Loan Facility. 
 
The Federal Reserve, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), and 
the Comptroller of the Currency published an interim final rule to 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) sought 
unanimous consent to authorize an additional $250 billion 
for the Paycheck Protection Program. Senate Democrats 
objected and offered another proposal to authorize the 
$250 billion, as well as additional funds for health care 
providers, additional funds for state, local and tribal 
governments, a 15% increase to the maximum 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefit, and modifications to CARES Act state election 
assistance funding. McConnell objected. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee convened a paper 
hearing on Enlisting Big Data in the Fight Against 
Coronavirus. 
 
Senators Brown (D-OH), Schatz (D-HI), and Warren (D-
OH) wrote a letter to Federal Reserve Chairman Powell 
calling on the Fed to stop banks from buying back their 
own stock and paying out dividends. 

https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_053
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200410-2
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-10/enforcement-guidance-recording-cases-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200410
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=8452
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-takes-action-guide-health-and-safety-decisions-cleanup-sites-during-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/interim-guidance-site-field-work-decisions-due-impacts-covid-19
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/f/f/ffcad50c-4162-4074-a208-436cad2685c2/7A0E771C52C5D6E98C7466BAA1B6E88F.letter-to-barrasso-kls-final-signed.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-begins-study-quantify-undetected-cases-coronavirus-infection
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-idaho-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-alaska-disaster-declaration-5/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm968
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200409a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a1.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a5.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a2.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a3.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a3.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a6.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a7.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a7.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200409a4.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/bcreg20200409a1.pdf
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/4/enlisting-big-data-in-the-fight-against-coronavirus
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encourage lending to small businesses through the Paycheck Protection 
Program. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) extended 
over 300 tax filing, payment, and administrative deadlines for businesses, 
tax-exempt organizations, and certain estates and trusts. 
 
The Department of Education announced more than $6 billion in funds 
authorized by the CARES Act will be immediately distributed to colleges 
and universities to provide direct emergency cash grants to college 
students. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced it will 
exercise enforcement discretion and will not impose penalties for 
violations of HIPAA rules in connection with good faith operation of 
COVID-19 testing sites. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued best practices on safe 
food handling and employee health in retail food settings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to Terumo BCT 
for a blood purification system to treat COVID-19 patients with confirmed 
or imminent respiratory failure. 
 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that Michigan is the 
first state approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer to 
provide assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price 
meals dealing with school closures pursuant to the Families First 
Coronavirus Act. 
 
USDA announced that agricultural producers have 12 months, rather than 
nine, to repay Marketing Assistance Loans pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) issued a waiver 
for states concerning third party CDL skills test examiners in response to 
the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced a 
temporary rent suspension to ease the financial burden on disaster 
survivors in California, Florida, North Carolina, and Texas. 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm970
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-rapidly-delivers-more-6-billion-emergency-cash-grants-college-students-impacted-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/09/ocr-announces-notification-enforcement-discretion-community-based-testing-sites-during-covid-19.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-issues-best-practices-safe-food-handling-and-employee-health-retail-food-settings-during-covid
https://www.fda.gov/media/136834/download
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/09/usda-launches-new-program-feed-kids-michigan
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/09/usda-announces-loan-maturity-marketing-assistance-loans-now
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/waiver-states-concerning-third-party-cdl-skills-test-examiners-response-covid-19
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/2020-04/FMCSA%20Third%20Party%20Tester%20Waiver%20final%204.9.20.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/09/fema-announces-rent-suspension
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The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) issued 
interim Trusted Internet Connections guidance to help federal agencies 
leverage existing resources to secure networks. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) extended its No 
Sail Order for all cruise ships. 

April 8 

President Trump approved a disaster declaration for Vermont to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department updated its FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued a 
temporary final rule banning export of certain medical protective 
equipment without authorization. 
 
The Indian Health Service (IHS) announced it is expanding access to 
telehealth services across IHS federal facilities. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced 
ventilator contracts with GM and Philips under the Defense Production 
Act. HHS also announced an agreement with DuPont to expedite the 
delivery of protective suits. 
 
HHS announced new guidance authorizing licensed pharmacists to order 
and administer COVID-19 tests authorized by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 
 
HHS awarded over $1.3 billion to over 1,000 health centers pursuant to 
the CARES Act to help communities respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued updated 
guidance focused on infection control to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
in inpatient and outpatient care settings. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued guidance 
for critical infrastructure workers to be permitted to continue to work 
following exposure to COVID-19, provided they remain asymptomatic and 
additional precautions are put in place. 
 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) issued a joint statement outlining 
priorities for an interim emergency coronavirus package, 
including an additional $250 billion for the Paycheck 
Protection Program (with $125 designated to flow through 
community-based financial institutions that serve farmers, 
family, women, minority, and veteran-owned entities); 
$100 billion for hospitals, health centers, and health 
systems; $150 billion for state and local governments; and 
a 15% increase to the maximum SNAP benefit. 
 
13 Senate Democrats wrote a letter to congressional 
leadership calling for funding for local journalism and 
media in forthcoming economic stimulus legislation. 
 
Senators Durbin (D-IL) and Warren (D-MA) wrote a letter 
to Education Secretary DeVos urging the Department to 
exclude for-profit colleges from funding available under 
the CARES Act. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) wrote a letter to the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) calling for comprehensive 
guidelines for companies that provide online conferencing 
services and best practices to protect safety and privacy. 
 
Senators Durbin (D-IL) and Duckworth (D-IL) wrote a 
letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin raising concerns 
about how the Department is implementing financial 
assistance to the aviation sector. 
 
A group of bipartisan senators wrote a letter to Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin calling on the Financial Stability 
Oversight Council (FSOC) to take immediate action to 
avoid a housing finance system crisis due to the 
pandemic. 
 

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-TIC-TIC%203.0%20Interim%20Telework%20Guidance-2020.04.08.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0409-modifications-extension-no-sail-ships.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-vermont-disaster-declaration-6/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-07659.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/indian-health-service-expands-telehealth-services-during-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/hhs-announces-ventilator-contract-with-gm-under-defense-production-act.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/hhs-announces-ventilator-contract-with-philips-under-defense-production-act.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/hhs-provide-millions-tyvek-protective-suits-us-healthcare-workers.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/hhs-statements-on-authorizing-licensed-pharmacists-to-order-and-administer-covid-19-tests.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/08/hhs-awards-billion-to-health-centers-in-historic-covid19-response.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-new-wave-infection-control-guidance-based-cdc-guidelines-protect-patients-and-healthcare
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/critical-workers/implementing-safety-practices.html
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/4820
https://www.king.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/04.08.20%20-%20COVID-19%20-%20Local%20Journalism.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FTC%20Online%20Conferencing%20Services%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20.04.08%20-%20LETTER%20-%20Aviation%20Industry%20Treasury%20Process%20Concerns%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/news-and-events/press/menendez-joins-bipartisan-call-for-action-to-stave-off-housing-finance-system-crisis-amid-covid-19-pandemic-
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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued guidance granting 
temporarily relief from certain requirements for flight attendants to protect 
them from contracting COVID-19. 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued a letter to 
distributors on delivery of medical supplies under the Stafford Act. 
 
FEMA and Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) issued a joint statement on 
procedures pertained to attempts to export PPP overseas. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) announced it will provide $30 million for 
advanced research in machine learning and artificial intelligence research 
to support solving challenges like COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) issued an alert with safety tips for 
protecting retail workers during the pandemic. 
 
DOL expanded its temporary guidance for respirator fit-testing to apply to 
all workplaces that require respirator use. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released a Public 
Notice establishing the procedures for funding its COVID-19 Telehealth 
Program. 
 
The Department of Education issued a fact sheet on use of grant funds 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) extended 
through May 15 hours of service rules for truck drivers carrying COVID-19 
response supplies. 

House Oversight and Reform Committee Chairwoman 
Maloney (D-NY) introduced a bill to allow deputy 
inspectors general to chair the Pandemic Response 
Accountability Committee. 

April 7 

President Trump approved a disaster declaration for Minnesota to make 
funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department updated its FAQs on the Paycheck Protection 
Program. 
 
The Federal Reserve and other federal financial agencies issued a joint 
statement on loan modifications by financial institutions working with 
customers affected by the coronavirus.  
 

Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said he will 
work with Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Minority 
Leader Schumer (D-NY) to approve additional funding for 
the Paycheck Protection Program on April 9 by 
unanimous consent or voice vote.  
 
A group of Democratic Senators wrote a letter to the 
Department of Justice calling on the Bureau of Prisons to 
use new CARES Act authority to waive phone charges for 
incarcerated people during the pandemic. 
 

https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/Flight%20Attendant%20Exemption.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/08/fema-letter-distributors-delivery-medical-supplies
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/08/fema-cbp-joint-statement-defense-production-act-ppe
https://www.energy.gov/articles/department-energy-announces-30-million-machine-learning-and-artificial-intelligence
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200408-1
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200408-2
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-08/expanded-temporary-enforcement-guidance-respiratory-protection-fit-testing-n95
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-394A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-394A1.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/factsheet-fiscal-questions.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/2020-04/ExtensionofEmergencyDeclaration2020-002.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/documents/Strenghening%20PRAC.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-minnesota-disaster-declaration-4/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/bcreg20200407a.htm
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0/5/054686ee-b432-46e7-8080-b85f3b9c1c2c/E400FA94F48A51700E2860C7D755DC64.4.6.20-letter-to-doj-and-bop.pdf
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The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued a Final Order on 
minimum service requirements for airlines receiving aid under the CARES 
Act. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) sent a letter to clinicians 
summarizing actions to ensure maximum flexibility for treating patients. 
 
CMS approved approximately $34 billion for healthcare providers through 
the expansion of the Accelerated and Advance Payment Program. 
 
CMS updated its recommendations to limit non-emergent, elective 
treatment, and preventative medical services for patients. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published FAQs for patients 
about clinical trials during the pandemic. 
 
The FDA published a Temporary Policy Regarding Enforcement of the 
Egg Safety Rule During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. 
 
The FDA published FAQs on animal food safety and COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published 
guidance for building water systems after a prolonged shutdown due to 
COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) posted 
supplemental award information for the Housing Opportunities for Persons 
with AIDS (HOPWA) grants funds under the CARES Act. 

Senators Klobuchar (D-MN) and Grassley (R-IA) wrote a 
letter to Attorney General Barr urging the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) to vigorously enforce Executive Order 
13910 to prevent price gouging. 
 
Senators Grassley (R-IA) and Duckworth (D-IL) led a 
group of bipartisan Senators on a letter to Secretary of 
Agriculture Purdue requesting additional funds for the 
biofuel industry through the Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) during the pandemic. 
 
Several House Democrats introduced the COVID-19 Price 
Gouging Prevention Act to empower the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) and state attorneys general to fine 
sellers who increase prices unreasonably during the 
national emergency. 
 
Rep. Davis (D-IL) introduced a bill to provide funding for 
child and adult care so essential workers can report to 
work during the pandemic. 
 
Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to provide for an 
enhanced coronavirus relief fund for governments with a 
population of 500,000 or less. 
 
Rep. Perlmutter (D-CO) introduced a bill to provide for an 
enhanced coronavirus relief fund. 
 
House Budget Committee Chairman Yarmuth (D-KY) 
wrote a letter to Acting Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Director Vought asking for details on how the 
CARES Act will be implemented. 
 
Joint Economic Committee Vice Chair Beyer (D-VA) wrote 
a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin urging the 
Department to provide clear guidance to small businesses 
and lenders on Paycheck Protection Program 
implementation. Beyer also wrote a letter to Acting 
Secretary of Homeland security Wolf urging stricter 
COVID-19 protocols at US airports. 

April 6 
The Treasury Department published FAQ on the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). 

Senators Klobuchar (D-MN) and Hoeven (R-ND) led a 
large bipartisan group of senators on a letter to Secretary 

https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/continuation-certain-air-service-final-order
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-dear-clinician-letter.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-approximately-34-billion-providers-acceleratedadvance-payment-program-medicare
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/31820-cms-adult-elective-surgery-and-procedures-recommendations.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/patients/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-resources-patients/questions-and-answers-patients-about-clinical-trials-during-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-enforcement-21-cfr-part-118-egg-safety-rule-during-covid-19-public-health
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/temporary-policy-regarding-enforcement-21-cfr-part-118-egg-safety-rule-during-covid-19-public-health
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-health-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/industry-faqs-animal-food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html
https://mailchi.mp/hudexchange/cares-act-supplemental-award-information-for-hopwa-grantees?e=e2f8a8bb75
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/d/1/d1ac45a7-453f-4ecb-a6f8-ff591e9c4be4/EF052216F220E514EA09C5AE873BA278.2020.04.07-letter-to-doj-re-pricegouge-hoarding.pdf
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/4.07.20%20-%20CCC%20-%20Biofuel%20Letter.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6472?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6472?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6460?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6467?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6468?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://budget.house.gov/sites/democrats.budget.house.gov/files/documents/04.07.2020_OMB%20letter%20from%20JY_0.pdf
https://beyer.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=4778
https://beyer.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Letter_to_DHS_Airport_Safety_.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/b/8/b886f5a5-b4c1-414a-8e27-7a291cae0949/92866A6EFF661C239834ECCFB13B79E3.klobuchar-hoeven-farm-loans-and-credit-covid19-letter-to-usda-final.pdf
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The Treasury Department published Q&A on loans to air carriers and 
eligible businesses and national security businesses under the CARES 
Act alongside a draft application form. 
 
The Federal Reserve announced it will establish a facility to facilitate 
lending to small businesses via the PPP by providing term financing 
backed by PPP loans.  
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
$186 million will be made available to state and local jurisdictions for 
additional resources to respond to COVID-19. HHS also announced that it 
is purchasing rapid point-of-care COVID-19 tests for state, territorial, and 
tribal public health labs. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) published a new Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) poster aimed at reducing workplace 
exposure to COVID-19. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) hosted a webinar on guidance 
on enforcement policy for personal protective equipment (PPE) during the 
pandemic. FDA also posted FAQs on shortages of surgical masks and 
gowns and FAQs on 3D printing of medical devices, accessories, 
components, and parts during the pandemic. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it is donating 
225,000 pieces of personal protective equipment (PPE) to state and local 
responders. 
 
The Department of Education announced a new streamlined process for 
providing states funding flexibilities to meet the needs of students and 
educators during the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published 
recommendations for running errands including grocery shopping, getting 
takeout and gas, and doctor visits. 

of Agriculture Perdue urging the Administration to ensure 
the continuity of food supply to rural areas by providing 
certain temporary relief to farmers. 
 
Senators Cramer (R-ND) and Klobuchar (D-MN) and 
Reps. Welch (D-VT) and Marshall (R-KS) led a letter to 
congressional leadership calling for funds to help small 
broadband providers sustain services and upgrades for 
students and low-income families in forthcoming 
coronavirus response legislation. 

April 5 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Delaware, South 
Dakota, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Mississippi to make funding 
available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to 
respond to the pandemic. 
 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Airline-Loan-Support-Q-and-A-4-6-20.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Airline-Loan-Application-4-6-20.pdf
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200406a.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/06/hhs-announces-upcoming-funding-action-provide-186-million-covid19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/06/hhs-supports-state-territorial-and-tribal-public-health-labs-with-covid-19-rapid-point-of-care-test.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200406
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-conferences-medical-devices/webinar-enforcement-policy-personal-protective-equipment-ppe-during-covid-19-immediately-effect
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-infection-control/faqs-shortages-surgical-masks-and-gowns
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/3d-printing-medical-devices/faqs-3d-printing-medical-devices-accessories-components-and-parts-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-donate-personal-protective-equipment-state-and-local-responders-fighting-covid-19
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-education-betsy-devos-authorizes-new-funding-flexibilities-support-continued-learning-during-covid-19-national-emergency
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/essential-goods-services.html
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/1/7/175e9910-1211-4f4d-bd12-6b8c505768c3/19559FC87DEAEB418EA139F02DDB310D.4-6-20-bicameral-letter-final.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-delaware-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-south-dakota-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-south-dakota-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-new-mexico-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-oklahoma-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-mississippi-disaster-declaration-6/
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The Department of Labor (DOL) published Unemployment Insurance 
Program Letter 16-20 providing guidance to states for implementation of 
the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance on infusion 
pumps and accessories. 

April 4 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Arizona, Nevada, 
Maine, Utah, Nebraska, and Wisconsin to make funding available to state, 
tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the 
pandemic. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) issued a business review letter to 
several medical supplies companies announcing it would not challenges 
collaborative efforts to produce and distribute personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) published Unemployment Insurance 
Guidance Letter 15-20 providing guidance to states for Federal Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) issued guidance clarifying that 
all faith-based organizations impacted by COVID-19 are eligible to 
participate in the Paycheck Protection Program and the Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program to the extent they meet the CARES Act eligibility 
criteria. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance on clinical 
electronic thermometers. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) published FAQs on airport 
grants under the CARES Act. 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) sent a letter to House colleagues 
reiterating the need to pass a CARES 2 package to 
extend and expand the CARES Act. She cited more 
assistance for small businesses (including farmers), 
extending unemployment benefits, additional direct 
payments, and additional resources for state and local 
governments and the healthcare sector as priorities.  

April 3 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Allocating Certain 
Scarce or Threatened Health and Medical Resources to Domestic Use. 
 
President Trump announced he will nominate Brian Miller to be Special 
Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery within the Treasury 
Department. Miller is currently Special Assistant to the President and 
Senior Associate Counsel in the Office of White House Counsel. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for New Hampshire, 
Indiana, West Virginia, Arkansas, and Oregon to make funding available 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) said in a statement that Congress 
should “double down on the downpayment we made in 
CARES by passing a CARES 2 package,” specifying a 
need for further assistance to small business, to expand 
unemployment insurance, and provide more resources for 
the healthcare system.   
 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) said that 
healthcare is his top priority for Phase 4 of coronavirus 
response legislation. 
 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200405
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200405
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-infusion-pumps-and-accessories-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-arizona-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-nevada-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-maine-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-utah-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-nebraska-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-wisconsin-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-issues-business-review-letter-medical-supplies-distributors-supporting
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200404
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200404
http://www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-clinical-electronic-thermometers-during-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-public
https://www.faa.gov/news/media/attachments/CARES%20Act%20Airport%20Grants%20%E2%80%93%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/4420-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-allocating-certain-scarce-threatened-health-medical-resources-domestic-use/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-allocating-certain-scarce-threatened-health-medical-resources-domestic-use/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-individuals-key-administration-posts-27/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-new-hampshire-disaster-declaration-7/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-indiana-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-west-virginia-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-arkansas-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-oregon-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/4320-0
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to state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to 
the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
published an Interim Final Rule on Affiliation and additional guidance on 
the affiliation rules for the Paycheck Protection Program. 
 
The SBA announced in a Federal Register notice that Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan (EIDL) declarations have been issued for each state and 
territory. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued new 
guidance on use of cloth face coverings and published FAQ. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued an Enforcement Notice 
clarifying, in the context of the COVID-19 public health emergency, 
carriers’ responsibilities regarding refunds. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published a Notice of 
Enforcement Discretion to enable states to permit food trucks to operate 
at federally funded Interstate Highway rest areas during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
$200 million in Indian Housing Block Grants (IHBG) is available to 
respond to COVID-19.  
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced additional guidance to 
provide information to workers and employers about paid sick leave and 
expanded family and medical leave pursuant to the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
DOL issued interim enforcement guidance for respiratory protection during 
the N95 shortage due to the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) waived sponsorship 
identification requirements for COVID-19 public service announcements.  
 
The FCC temporarily waived restrictions on hiring contractors for 
American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation services to meet increased 
demand. 
 

House Homeland Security Committee Chairman 
Thompson (D-MS) introduced bill to establish a National 
Commission Regarding the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to prohibit debt from 
medically necessary procedures related to COVID-19 
from being included on credit reports. 
 
Rep. Davis (R-IL) introduced a bill to establish the 
National Commission on the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
Rep. Chu (D-CA) introduced a bill to ensure that all 
communities have access to COVID-19 testing, treatment, 
public health information, and relief benefits regardless of 
immigration status or English proficiency. 
 
Rep. Carter (R-GA) introduced a bill to direct the FTC to 
develop and disseminate information to the public about 
scams related to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced a bill to require that school 
food authorities and local educational agencies not collect 
unpaid meal fees during the pandemic. 
 
Rep. Hayes (D-CT) introduced a bill to modify nutrition 
programs to address coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Murphy (D-FL) introduced a bill to establish a 
National Commission on the Coronavirus Disease 
Pandemic. 
 
Reps. Neguse (D-CO) and Lieu (D-CA) introduced the 
Price Gouging Prevention Act to prohibit price gouging 
throughout the current and future public health crises. 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SBA%20IFR%202.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Affiliation%20rules%20overview%20%28for%20public%29.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-04-03/pdf/2020-06934.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-issues-enforcement-notice-clarifying-air-carrier-refund
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2020-04/Enforcement%20Notice%20Final%20April%203%202020_0.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/media/noe.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/media/noe.cfm
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_050
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/IHBGchart.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200403
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200403-0
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-03/enforcement-guidance-respiratory-protection-and-n95-shortage-due-coronavirus
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-376A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363518A1.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6455?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6451?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6440?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6437?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6435?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6430?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6445?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6429?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=3
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressmen-neguse-and-lieu-introduce-legislation-to-end-price-gouging-in-the-wake-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
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The Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a second application 
window for funding under the Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) 
grant program running from April 14-July 13. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced steps to provide 
additional financial, benefits, and claims relief for veterans.  

April 2 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum under the Defense 
Production Act (DPA) to secure supplies for manufacturers to build 
ventilators. He also signed a Presidential Memorandum under the DPA 
authorizing FEMA to acquire N-95 respirators from 3M or any of its 
subsidiaries or affiliates. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Virginia, the Virgin 
Islands, and Tennessee to make funding available to state, tribal, and 
local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Mexico, 
Ohio, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, and the Virgin Islands. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) published the interim final rule 
outlining how it will implement the Paycheck Protection Program. It also 
made available the final borrower application form and the lender 
electronic data form. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced 
how $3.064 billion will be allocated through its Community Development 
Block Grant, Emergency Solutions Grant, and Housing Opportunities for 
Persons with AIDS programs pursuant to the CARES Act. HUD is writing 
new grant formulas for the remaining $9.136 billion in relief funding. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that it 
will exercise enforcement discretion and not impose penalties for 
violations of certain HIPAA provisions for public health and oversight 
activities during the public health emergency. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) released its unemployment insurance 
weekly claims report. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) updated guidance on blood 
donation to address the urgent need for blood during the pandemic.  

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) announced a new House Select 
Committee on the Coronavirus Crisis chaired by Majority 
Whip Clyburn (D-SC) responsible for response and relief 
expenditures oversight. 
 
House Homeland Security Committee Chairman 
Thompson (D-MS) wrote letters to the nation’s governors 
asking them to help the Committee account for medical 
supplies and equipment requested from and provided by 
the federal government. 
 
Senator Hawley (R-MO) wrote a letter to SBA 
Administrator Carranza expressing concern about the 
eligibility of churches and religious non-profits to 
participate in the Paycheck Protection Program. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/03/usda-announces-second-application-window-distance-learning-and
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5412
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-order-defense-production-act-regarding-purchase-ventilators/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-order-defense-production-act-regarding-3m-company/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-virginia-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-u-s-virgin-islands-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-u-s-virgin-islands-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-tennessee-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-4/
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Application-3-30-2020-v3.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Lender-Application-Form-Fillable.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Lender-Application-Form-Fillable.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_049
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/budget/fy20/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/budget/fy20/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/budget/fy20/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/budget/fy20/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/budget/fy20/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/02/ocr-announces-notification-of-enforcement-discretion.html
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-updated-guidance-address-urgent-need-blood-during-pandemic
https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/4220
https://homeland.house.gov/download/letters-to-states-re-tracking-supplies
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HHS and Department of Justice (DOJ) distributed more than half a million 
medical supplies confiscated from price gougers to frontline responders in 
New York and New Jersey. 
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced $25 billion is 
available to public transportation systems to respond to COVID-19 
pursuant to the CARES Act. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) announced a solicitation to immediately 
make 30 million barrels of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve’s (SPR) oil 
storage capacity available to US oil producers that are struggling due to 
COVID-19. 

April 1 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for North Dakota, Hawaii, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands to make funding available to state, 
tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the 
pandemic. 
 
The Department of Education proposed new rules to govern distance 
learning for higher education students. 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) announced $850 million is available to 
help public safety agencies through the Coronavirus Emergency 
Supplemental Funding program authorized by the CARES Act. 
 
The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) published 
FAQs to help small and midsize business navigate paid sick and family 
leave tax credits. 
 
Treasury and the IRS announced that Social Security beneficiaries who 
are not typically required to file tax returns will not need to file an 
abbreviated return to receive an Economic Impact payment. 
 
The Department of Labor (DOL) announced a temporary rule 
implementing new paid sick leave and expanded family and medical leave 
under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  
 
DOL released a second round of FAQs covering issues related to the H-
2A temporary agricultural labor certification program.  
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) issued a 
memorandum providing regulatory waivers of certain Continuum of Care 

House Homeland Security Committee Chairman 
Thompson (D-MS) said he will introduce legislation to 
establish an independent, bipartisan, Congressionally-
chartered commission to evaluate and report on the 
nation’s preparedness and response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Neguse (D-CO) introduced a bill to provide $25 
billion to the Postal Service Fund amidst the pandemic. 
 
Rep. Rose (D-NY) introduced a bill to establish a program 
to provide low-interest loans to health care organizations 
to assist with anticipated revenue loss or higher operating 
costs as a result of COVID-19.  
 
Rep. Lawson (D-FL) introduced a bill to provide for a 
temporary debt collection moratorium.  
 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
Ranking Member Carper (D-DE) and other Senate 
Democrats sent a letter to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) raising concerns about the agency’s 
response to the pandemic. 
 
14 House Committee chairs wrote a letter to Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) Acting Director Russell 
Vought requesting an immediate extension of public 
comment periods, hearings, and meetings during the 
pandemic and that OMB direct agencies to extend public 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/04/02/doj-and-hhs-partner-to-distribute-more-than-half-a-million-medical-supplies-confiscated-from-price-gougers.html
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-announces-25-billion-help-nations-public
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=AqX%2Fyxxn%2FCsKfNEzXNs%2BvxKe7ZZW379%2BIapVVCHkcj06tGRioNXHyYyJfGfI%2Frep%2F%2FLN8Dx0secrBSm8rnYVPYGl9C%2FgkwbP0DNMUiosDvDWrWxkTbay0eiCN%2BLzKklf&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spr.doe.gov%2F&I=20200402160203.000006c7dec3%40mail6-60-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlODVlMDhhMTZiOThmZmZmMDA0YjE4MTs%3D&S=XnEwoSup70nO8ggB7NGfMhqRb0QWmdKbDoh108nq62Y
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-north-dakota-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-hawaii-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-commonwealth-northern-mariana-islands-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-public-health-emergency-underscores-need-department-educations-proposed-distance-learning-rules
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-makes-850-million-available-help-public-safety-agencies-address-covid-19
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm965
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm967
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/WHD/Pandemic/FFCRA.pdf
https://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/pdf/DOL-OFLC_COVID-19_FAQs_Round%202_04.01.2020.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/6007/availability-of-waivers-of-community-cpd-grant-program-and-consolidated-plan-requirements-to-prevent-the-spread-of-covid19-and-mitigate-economic-impacts-caused-by-covid19/
https://homeland.house.gov/news/legislation/chairman-thompson-and-committee-democrats-to-introduce-coronavirus-commission-legislation
https://neguse.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-joe-neguse-introduces-legislation-to-protect-front-line-postal-workers-and-ensure-on-time-mail-delivery-during-coronavirus-
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6425?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://maxrose.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2584
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6426?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6423?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22covid%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=2
https://judiciary.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=2816-7741
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(CoC), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), Housing for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA) and Consolidated Plan requirements to help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 and provide additional support to eligible individuals 
economically impacted by COVID-19. 
 
HUD announced a new tailored set of mortgage payment relief options for 
single family homeowners with FHA-insured mortgages who are 
experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19, as well as an extension 
period for seniors with Home Equity Conversion Mortgages.  
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) published 
recommendations for states, localities, and territories that have 
implemented shelter in place or travel restrictions that may impact freight 
and passenger transportation. 

comment periods by at least 45 days beyond the end of 
the declared national emergency.  
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) 
published FAQ on unemployment insurance under the 
CARES Act. 

March 31 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Ohio and Montana to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Treasury Department and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
announced they are mobilizing banks and other lending institutions to 
provide small businesses with needed capital through the $349 billion 
Paycheck Protection Program established by the CARES Act. 
 
The Treasury Department announced it is delaying tax and reporting due 
dates for alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and ammunitions businesses. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT)  issued a show cause order 
proposing that air carriers receiving financial assistance under the CARES 
Act maintain minimum air services on a nationwide basis, with some 
exceptions, to ensure that covered air carriers maintain a defined 
schedule of flights to communities they served prior to March 1. The 
proposed order applies to air carriers offering scheduled passenger 
service and all-cargo carriers, though at this time, DOT does not propose 
to require service obligations of all-cargo carriers. It does not cover charter 
or air taxi operations. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued guidance for industry on 
Notifying FDA of Permanent Discontinuance or Interruption in 
Manufacturing Under Section 506C of the FD&C Act amid supply chain 
disruptions and product shortages attributable to the pandemic. 
 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Rep. Khanna 
(D-CA) sent a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and 
Small Business Administrator Carranza urging the 
Administration to consider startups in their regulatory 
guidance when implementing the CARES Act. 
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA) 
published answers to frequently asked questions on the 
employee retention credit established by the CARES Act. 
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) and several other Senate 
Democrats sent a letter to 11 airlines urging them to issue 
full cash refunds to customers who cancel flights, as well 
as Americans stranded abroad, during the COVID-19 
crisis. 

https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_048?fbclid=IwAR0wnF5Eiu3UCyWYxFcfiQvQ-5jtiQhWkamYc3iO1WoUWajGY0DHgWRYv1w
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/statement-state-and-local-shelter-place-and-other-restrictions-movement-relating-covid-19
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/cares-act-unemployment-insurance-faq
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-ohio-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-montana-disaster-declaration-4/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm961
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm963
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/continuation-certain-air-service
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Releases%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%20on%20Notifying%20the%20Agency%20of%20Permanent%20Discontinuance&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=12423&elqTrackId=088CD2341D006FC63623339FF766AF2D&elq=e8fb1996a08f407ab1a324083a751760&elqaid=11881&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20Releases%20Guidance%20for%20Industry%20on%20Notifying%20the%20Agency%20of%20Permanent%20Discontinuance&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=12423&elqTrackId=088CD2341D006FC63623339FF766AF2D&elq=e8fb1996a08f407ab1a324083a751760&elqaid=11881&elqat=1
https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/Speaker%20Pelosi%20and%20Rep.%20Khanna%20Letter%203.31.2020%5B1%5D.pdf
https://medium.com/@ChuckGrassley/cares-act-employee-retention-credit-faq-712e8d1e6e39
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Airline%20Cash%20Refunds%20for%20Coronavirus%20Cancellations.pdf
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The FDA announced a new Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program 
(CTAP) to expedite the development of potentially safe and effective life-
saving treatments. 
 
US Surgeon General Jerome Adams and Assistant Secretary for Health 
Brett Giroir wrote an open letter to hospitals on optimizing ventilator use 
during the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) secured the votes 
necessary to advance Chairman Pai’s proposed COVID-19 Telehealth 
Program to distribute $200 million provided by the CARES Act. 
 
The FCC approved a waiver to allow competitive eligible 
telecommunications carriers (ETCs) to focus Universal Service Funds for 
communities hardest hit by the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Education announced new deadline flexibility for 
career and technical education (CTE) leaders who are required to submit 
local CTE plans for FY20-23by April 15 
 
The Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) issued an Order to identify 
operational solutions to cargo delivery system challenges related to 
COVID-19. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) launched the Employee Retention 
Tax Credit. 
 
The US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) extended certain patent 
and trademark-related deadlines pursuant to the CARES Act. 

March 30 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Connecticut, Illinois, and Michigan. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Kansas and Alabama, 
Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania to make funding available to state, tribal, 
and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Council of the Inspectors General announced that Acting Department 
of Defense Inspector General Glenn Fine will serve as the Chair of the 
Pandemic Response Accountability Committee (PRAC) pursuant to the 
CARES Act to oversee federal funds used for coronavirus response.  
 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
Chairman Barrasso (R-WY) and Ranking Member Carper 
(D-DE) and House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Ranking Member Walden (R-OR) wrote a letter to the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting the 
agency use its authority to temporarily defer collection of 
fees and charges from NRC licensees.  
 
Senator Markey (D-MA) and other Senate Democrats 
introduced a resolution to express the sense of Congress 
regarding the need for a nationwide moratorium on 
electric and natural gas utility disconnections during the 
pandemic. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-accelerate-development-novel-therapies-covid-19?utm_campaign=FDA%20Creates%20Coronavirus%20Treatment%20Acceleration%20Program%20%28CTAP%29&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/optimizing-ventilator-use-during-covid19-pandemic.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363381A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363381A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363423A1.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-new-federal-deadline-flexibility-career-and-technical-education-leaders-allowing-them-focus-serving-students-during-covid-19-outbreak
https://s3.amazonaws.com/PCRN/docs/20-0086.FAQs_Perkins.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.fmc.gov/readingroom/docs/FFno29/FF29_Order.pdf/
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-employee-retention-credit-available-for-many-businesses-financially-impacted-by-covid-19
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/news-updates/uspto-announces-extension-certain-patent-and-trademark-related-timing
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-kansas-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-alabama-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-rhode-island-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-pennsylvania-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.ignet.gov/sites/default/files/files/PRAC-press-release.pdf
https://republicans-energycommerce.house.gov/news/press-release/committee-leaders-call-on-nrc-to-defer-fee-payments-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/nationwide-energy-moratorium-resolution
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The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that 
the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) 
will support non-clinical studies and a Phase 1 clinical trial of a COVID-19 
vaccine. The clinical trial is set to begin no later than fall 2020 with the 
goal of making the vaccine available for emergency use in early 2021. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) issued temporary waivers 
and new rules to provide the healthcare system with additional flexibility to 
respond to the coronavirus. The actions fall into four categories: 
increasing hospital capacity, expanding the healthcare workforce, 
reducing paperwork, and further promoting telehealth in Medicare. 

 Increasing hospital capacity: allow communities to take advantage 
of local ambulatory surgery centers that have canceled elective 
surgeries; temporarily permit non-hospital buildings and spaces to 
be used for patient care and quarantine sites; allow hospitals, 
labs, and other entities to perform tests for COVID-19 outside of 
hospitals; allow hospital emergency departments to test and 
screen patients at drive-through and off-campus test sites; allow 
ambulances to transport patients to a wider range of locations; 
allow physician-owned hospitals to temporarily increase the 
number of licensed beds, operating rooms, and procedure rooms; 
allow hospitals to bill for services outside their four walls;  

 Expanding the healthcare workforce: allow hospitals and 
healthcare systems to increase workforce capacity by removing 
barriers for hire; allow hospitals to use other practioners (i.e., 
physician associates and nurse practioners) to the fullest extent 
possible; allow certified registered nurse anesthetists to operate 
without supervision of a physician; allow hospitals to provide 
benefits and support to medical staffs (i.e., meals and laundry 
service); allow healthcare providers to enroll in Medicare 
temporarily;  

 Reducing paperwork: temporarily eliminate certain paperwork 
requirements; cover respiratory-related devices and equipment for 
any medical reason under Medicare; waive requirement for 
hospitals to have written policies on processes and visitation of 
patients who are in COVID-19 isolation; provide temporary relief 
from many audit and reporting requirements;  

 Expanding telehealth in Medicare: allow for more than 80 
additional services to be furnished via telehealth; allow providers 
to bill for telehealth visits at the same rate as in-person visits; 
allow telehealth to fulfill many face-to-face visit requirements for 
clinicians to see patients in inpatient rehabilitation facilities, 

 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Grassley (R-IA), 
Ranking Member Wyden (D-OR), and other Committee 
members wrote  letter to US Trade Representative 
Lighthizer requesting a delay to the proposed June 1 entry 
into force of the US-Mexico-Canada trade agreement 
(USMCA). The Senators expressed concern that 
businesses, under pressure from the pandemic, may not 
have the information or capacity to comply with new rules 
at this time. 
 
A group of Senate Republicans wrote a letter to Interior 
Secretary Bernhardt asking him to suspend, reduce, or 
delay federal royalty payments for oil, gas, and coal to the 
Treasury. 
 
The bipartisan leadership of the Senate Small Business 
and Aging Committees wrote a letter to Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Carranza 
urging them to swiftly implement the Keeping American 
Workers Paid and Employer Act, part of the CARES Act. 
 
Senators Barrasso (R-WY) and Bennet (D-CO) and Reps. 
Roe (R-TN) and Schrier (D-WA) led a letter signed by 122 
members of Congress to Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Azar calling on the Department to use funding 
provided by the CARES Act to sustain rural health 
providers.  
 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Nadler (D-NY) and 
Rep. Bass (D-CA) wrote a letter to Attorney General Barr 
urging the Department of Justice to use authority granted 
under the CARES Act to protect vulnerable prisoners. 
 
House Financial Services Committee Ranking Member 
Patrick McHenry (R-NC) wrote a letter to Treasury 
Secretary Mnuchin and Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) Chairman Clayton urging them to 
ensure emergency relief and economic recovery benefits 
all Americans, including gig workers. 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/30/hhs-accelerates-clinical-trials-prepares-manufacturing-covid-19-vaccines.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-makes-sweeping-regulatory-changes-help-us-healthcare-system-address-covid-19
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03-30%20CEG%2C%20RW%2C%20et%20al%20to%20USTR%20%28USMCA%20Entry%20Into%20Force%20Date%29.pdf
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/6efb771d-da31-4b00-aba1-e6fb428bd1ba/8EF8F376311973C53773AEC96F534D79.3.30.20-final-cares-act-implementation-letter.pdf
https://www.barrasso.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/64a5d726-e04a-4a5f-92d8-4ddada71bb62/final-rural-hospital-3.30.20.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/uploadedfiles/3.30.20_letter_to_ag_barr_re_covid19.pdf
https://republicans-financialservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2020-03-30_pmc_letter_to_sm_and_jc.pdf
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hospice, and home health; make clear that clinicians can provide 
remote patient monitoring services to patients with acute and 
chronic conditions and can be provided for patients with only one 
disease; allow physicians to supervise clinical staff using virtual 
technologies when appropriate. 

 
The Treasury Department issued guidance for airlines and related eligible 
businesses to apply for $58 billion in grants and loans authorized by the 
CARES Act. Guidelines and application procedures for air carriers and 
contractors to seek payroll support is available here. Procedures and 
minimum requirements for loans to air carriers and other eligible 
businesses is available here. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) published a Safety Alert for 
Operators (SAFO) pertaining to temporary parking of overflow aircraft. 
The SAFO notes that runways that have already been permanently closed 
or abandoned can be made available for overflow parking, as long as the 
aircraft meets the standards. 
 
In a Federal Register notice scheduled to be published on March 31, the 
FAA announced that pilots and flight engineers will be able to fly with 
expired medical certificates through June 30 due to extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced additional 
flexibility for applicants and petitioners to respond to USCIS Requests for 
Evidences (RFE) and Notices of Intent to Deny (NOID). 
 
USCIS announced it will reuse previously submitted biometrics to process 
Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization, extension requests 
while Application Support Centers (ASCs) are closed during the 
pandemic. 
 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Pai circulated an 
Order for a vote to stand up a $100 million Connected Care Pilot Program 
plus an emergency $200 million COVID-19 Telehealth Program 
appropriated in the CARES Act. 
 
The FCC announced steps to help ensure that no current Lifeline 
subscribers are involuntarily removed from the program during the 
pandemic by waiving several rules that could otherwise result in de-
enrollment.  

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm960
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Guidelines%20and%20Procedures%20for%20Payroll%20Support%20to%20Air%20Carriers%20and%20Contractors.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Procedures%20and%20Minimum%20Requirements%20for%20Loans.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMzAuMTk0ODIxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VTQUZBQS8yMDIwLzAzLzMwL2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTQxNDIwMS9TQUZPMjAwMDUucGRmIn0.eHv47IKmmqnfF_LSRGDRzEQMtasNW2-DlE_9N55Gg7w/br/76784573314-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMzAuMTk0ODIxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VTQUZBQS8yMDIwLzAzLzMwL2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTQxNDIwMS9TQUZPMjAwMDUucGRmIn0.eHv47IKmmqnfF_LSRGDRzEQMtasNW2-DlE_9N55Gg7w/br/76784573314-l
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06784.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-expands-flexibility-responding-uscis-requests
https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-continue-processing-applications-employment-authorization-extension-requests-despite-application-support-center-closures
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363381A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363379A1.pdf
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The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that direct payments to 
Americans under the CARES Act will begin in the next three weeks and 
will be distributed automatically, with no action required for most people. 
Some seniors and others who typically do not file returns will need to 
submit a simple tax return to receive the payment. More details will be 
announced. 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers is evaluating sites as possible alternate 
care facilities. 

March 29 

President Trump announced the Administration will extend nationwide 
social distancing guidelines, set to expire on March 30, through April 30. 
 
The first planeload of medical supplies delivered under Project Airbridge 
arrived in New York City from China. Project Airbridge is a public-private 
partnership that will support expedited arrival of medical supplies by 
plane, rather than ships, over the next 30 days. The first plane was funded 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for the District of 
Columbia, Georgia, Oregon, and Connecticut to make funding available to 
state, tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to 
the pandemic. 
 
Vice President Pence wrote a letter to hospital administrators requesting 
that all hospitals provide certain information related to the pandemic to the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine. HHS 
accepted donations of 30 million doses of hydroxychloroquine sulfate and 
one million doses of chloroquine phosphate to the Strategic National 
Stockpile. 
 
The FDA issued a revised EUA to allow large-scale use of a system to 
decontaminate used N95 respirators during the pandemic. 
 
The FDA issued guidance outlining an enforcement policy to help expand 
availability and capability of sterilizers, disinfectant devices, and air 
purifiers.  

 

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2131073/corps-of-engineers-teams-evaluate-sites-as-possible-alternate-care-facilities/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-district-columbia-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-district-columbia-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-georgia-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-oregon-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-connecticut-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-letter-vice-president-hospital-administrators/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/29/hhs-accepts-donations-of-medicine-to-strategic-national-stockpile-as-possible-treatments-for-covid-19-patients.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/30/secretary-azar-statement-on-fda-authorization-of-mask-sterilization-procedure.html
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/enforcement-policy-sterilizers-disinfectant-devices-and-air-purifiers-during-coronavirus-disease
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March 28 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum on Providing Federal 
Support for Governor’s Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-
19 in Florida, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, and New Jersey. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Colorado, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Massachusetts, and Guam to make funding available to state, 
tribal, and local governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the 
pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a Domestic 
Travel Advisory for New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut urging 
residents of those states to refrain from non-essential domestic travel for 
14 days. The Advisory does not apply to essential employees.  
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released updated guidance on 
critical infrastructure workers. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released new 
guidance on expanding the Accelerated and Advance Payment Program 
to a broader group of Medicare Part A providers and Part B suppliers for 
the duration of the public health emergency in accordance with the 
CARES Act. 

The Massachusetts delegation wrote a letter to Secretary 
of State Pompeo and Acting Secretary of Homeland 
Security Wolf urging the Administration to continue to 
process and prioritize J-1 and H-1B visas for medical 
providers. 
 
Senate Banking Committee Chairman Crapo (R-ID) wrote 
a letter to Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Fed Chairman 
Powell urging them to quickly issue guidance to 
implement the CARES Act. 

March 27 

President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum directing the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services to use authority available under 
the Defense Production Act to require General Motors to accept, perform, 
and prioritize federal contracts for ventilators. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order on Delegating Additional 
Authority Under the Defense Production Act with Respect to Health and 
Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of COVID-19. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order to Order the Selected 
Reserve and Certain Members of the Individual Ready Reserve of the 
Armed Forces to Active Duty. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Puerto Rico and 
South Carolina to make funding available to state, tribal, and local 
governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved 
Wyoming’s state Medicaid waiver request to provide additional flexibility to 

The House passed the CARES Act by voice vote and the 
President signed it into law. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) and 16 other Senate 
Democrats wrote a letter to Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) Chairman Simons urging the FTC to use the full 
extent of its authority to prevent abusive price gouging on 
consumer health products. 
 
Rep. Steil (R-WI) introduced a bill to rescind the 
appropriations made to the Kennedy Center in the 
CARES Act. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-colorado-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-kentucky-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-michigans-disaster-declaration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-massachusetts-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-guam-disaster-declaration-3/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s038-travel-advisory.html
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce#download
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/Accelerated-and-Advanced-Payments-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/download/letter-to-state-re-medical-visa-processing
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20UST_FR.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-order-defense-production-act-regarding-general-motors-company/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-delegating-additional-authority-dpa-respect-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-order-selected-reserve-certain-members-individual-ready-reserve-armed-forces-active-duty/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-puerto-rico-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-south-carolina-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-approves-34th-state-request-medicaid-emergency-waivers
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748eas.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/bill-announcement-93/
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/1/1/114a671c-446c-4d89-89d2-a6a138e52fdc/D0CBBF2D657990AB0AA905FF3D11525A.2020.03.27-letter-to-ftc-re-pricegouging.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6407?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
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care for Medicaid beneficiaries during the public health emergency. It is 
the 34th approved request. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) to allow for the emergency use in health care settings 
of certain ventilators and other equipment that can be modified for use as 
a ventilator. 
 
The FDA issued an EUA for a coronavirus test. 
 
The FDA issued updated guidance on conduct of clinical trials of medical 
products during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced steps to protect 
the nation’s gasoline supply in response to the pandemic.  
 
EPA Administrator Wheeler sent a letter to governors urging them to 
ensure that drinking water and wastewater employees are considered 
essential workers by state authorities when enacting restrictions such as 
shelter in place orders to curb the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released its COVID-19 
Response Plan. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) temporarily waived 
access arbitrage rules to ensure continued access to major conference 
calling services. 
 
The FCC granted temporary spectrum access to 33 internet service 
providers to help serve rural communities facing an increase in broadband 
needs during the pandemic. 

March 26 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for New Jersey, Illinois, 
Missouri, and Maryland to make funding available to state, tribal, and local 
governments and certain nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security announced the deadline to obtain 
a REAL ID will be extended from October 1, 2020 to October 1, 2021 to 
account for the fact that many states have closed DMVs. 
 
The Department of Labor announced additional guidance to provide 
information to workers and employers about how each will be able to take 

Rep. Biggs (R-AZ) introduced a bill to provide tax and 
regulatory relief and health care flexibility to individuals 
and businesses affected by the 2020 coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
Rep. Steube (R-FL) introduced a bill to develop and carry 
out a strategy to seek reimbursement from China of funds 
made available by the US government to address 
coronavirus.  

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-help-increase-us-supply-ventilators-and-respirators
https://www.fda.gov/media/136522/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136238/download?utm_campaign=FDA%20Updates%20Guidance%20with%20an%20Appendix%20Adding%20Questions%20and%20Answers%20on%20Conduct%20of%20Clinical%20Trials&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-steps-protect-availability-gasoline-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-03/documents/wheeler_gov_covid-19_ow_3-27.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/docs/VHA_COVID_19_03232020_vF_1.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/docs/VHA_COVID_19_03232020_vF_1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363359A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363358A1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-new-jersey-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-illinois-disaster-declaration-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-missouri-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-marylands-disaster-declaration/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/26/acting-secretary-chad-wolf-statement-real-id-enforcement-deadline
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200326
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6396?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6405?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=43
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advantage of protections and relief offered by the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
The Department of Agriculture announced waivers to create flexibilities for 
children, seniors, and individuals with disabilities to get food during the 
national emergency. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced additional 
flexibilities to increase the availability of disinfectant products for use 
against coronavirus. 
 
The EPA announced a temporary enforcement discretion policy for civil 
violations during the pandemic. 
 
The Food and Drug Administration issued guidance to provide restaurants 
and food manufacturers with flexibility regarding nutrition labeling to sell 
certain packaged foods during the pandemic. 
 
The Department of State authorized consular offices to expand the 
categories of H-2 visa applicants who applications can be adjudicated 
without an in-person interview. 
 
Secretary of State Pompeo announced that the Department of State will 
provide $274 million in emergency health and humanitarian funding to 64 
of the world’s most at-risk countries to better combat the pandemic. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) extended the Rural 
Health Care Program application window to June 30. 
 
The FCC granted temporary spectrum access to serve Puerto Rico and 
the US Virgin Islands during the pandemic. 

March 25 

President Trump approved disaster declarations for Texas and Florida to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 
 
In accordance with the President’s recent Executive Order to prevent 
hoarding of health and medical resources, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Alex Azar announced a list of certain supplies subject to 
hoarding prevention measures. 
 
The Department of Defense established a joint task force to address 
requests for medical and personal protective equipment from the Federal 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) announced that 
they reached an agreement on the CARES Act, the third 
phase of coronavirus response legislation. It passed 96-0. 
 
Senators Klobuchar (D-MN), Blumenthal (D-CT), Hirono 
(D-HI), and Cortez Masto (D-NV) introduced the Disaster 
and Emergency Pricing Abuse Prevention Act aimed at 
preventing the sale of essential goods and services at 
excessive prices during, or in anticipation of a natural 
disaster, pandemic, or state of emergency. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/26/usda-makes-it-easier-feed-kids-and-those-who-need-food-during-covid
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-efforts-help-increase-availability-disinfectant-products-use-against
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-enforcement-discretion-policy-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-temporary-policy-regarding-nutrition-labeling-certain-packaged-food-during-covid?utm_campaign=Recently%20Posted%20Guidance%20Documents%203%2F27%2F2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/important-announcement-on-h2-visas.html
https://www.state.gov/u-s-foreign-assistance-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363336A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-363334A1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-texas-disaster-declaration-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-florida-disaster-declaration-4/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/25/hhs-implements-president-trumps-hoarding-prevention-executive-order.html
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2124528/dod-establishes-task-force-to-meet-us-medical-equipment-needs/source/GovDelivery/
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748eas.pdf
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00080
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/3/klobuchar-blumenthal-hirono-cortez-masto-introduce-bill-to-prohibit-price-gouging-during-crises
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Emergency Management Agency, the Departments of Health and Human 
Services and Homeland Security, and others. 

 
Senator Jones (D-AL) introduced a bill to place a 
moratorium on evictions during the coronavirus 
emergency. 

March 24 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) said in a Federal Register 
notice scheduled to be published on March 25 that it has tentatively 
decided to extend through October 24 the coronavirus-related limited 
waiver of the minimum slot usage requirement at JFK, LGA, and DCA 
airports. The notice also states the FAA has tentatively decided to extend 
through October 24 its coronavirus-related policy for prioritizing flights 
canceled at designated International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
Level 2 airports in the US (ORD, EWR, LAX, SFO). Both policies were 
originally set to expire on May 31. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) awarded $100 million to over 1,300 
health centers with funding provided by the Coronavirus Preparedness 
and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act. 
 
HHS announced $250 million in grants from the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL) to help communities provide meals for older 
adults as the result of additional funding provided by the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act. 
 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) provided instructions to 
manufacturers to increase US supplies of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and devices. 
 
The FDA announced it will temporarily not enforce certain requirements to 
facilitate more opportunities for veterinarians to utilize telemedicine during 
the pandemic.  

Rep. Green (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide assistance 
for fair housing enforcement activities associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced a bill to provide 
community-based nonprofit feeding and anti-hunger 
groups with funding to partner with small and mid-sized 
restaurants to expand meal access and delivery for low-
income and vulnerable populations during a pandemic or 
public health emergency. 
 
Senator Grassley (R-IA) introduced a bill to provide 
oversight for the care and assistance provided to 
businesses under the coronavirus relief package. 

March 23 

The White House announced the launch of the COVID-19 High 
Performance Computing Consortium to provide researchers worldwide 
with access to high performance computing resources to advance the 
pace of scientific discovery to stop the spread of coronavirus. 
 
President Trump signed an Executive Order on Preventing Hoarding of 
Health and Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of COVID-19, 
delegating to the Secretary of Health and Human Services authority to 
prevent hoarding of certain resources and to implement any restrictions on 
hoarding. 
 

A second Senate procedural vote to advance H.R. 748, 
the legislative vehicle for S. 3548, the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, failed 49-46 
(60 vote threshold). 
 
House Democrats introduced their own third phase of 
coronavirus response legislation, H.R. 6379, the Take 
Responsibility for Workers and Families Act. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3585?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=13
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06316.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06316.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-awards-100-million-to-health-centers-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-announces-grants-to-provide-meals-for-older-adults.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-increase-us-supplies-through-instructions-ppe-and
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-action-increase-us-supplies-through-instructions-ppe-and
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-helps-facilitate-veterinary-telemedicine-during-pandemic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6382?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6384?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3578?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=19
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-new-partnership-unleash-u-s-supercomputing-resources-fight-covid-19/
http://covid19-hpc-consortium.org/
http://covid19-hpc-consortium.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/COVIDSUPP3_xml.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/COVIDSUPP3_xml.pdf
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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced an 
enhanced inspection process for healthcare facilities to assess whether or 
not they are prepared to meet CMS expectations for preventing the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced existing SBA 
disaster loan payments will be deferred through the end of 2020. 
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved an 
additional 11 state Medicaid waiver requests to provide flexibility to focus 
resources on combatting coronavirus. 13 such waivers have been 
approved. 
 
President Trump approved disaster declarations for Iowa and Louisiana to 
make funding available to state, tribal, and local governments and certain 
nonprofits to respond to the pandemic. 

Reps. Velazquez (D-NY) and Smith (R-NJ) led a 
bipartisan bill to waive fees for travelers who require 
evacuation assistance from the State Department. 
 
Rep. Velazquez (D-NY) introduced the Ensuring 
Affordable Housing Security During the Coronavirus 
Emergency Act to suspend rental payments for anyone 
participating in Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and Department of Agriculture affordable 
housing programs. 
 
Rep. Wexton (D-VA) introduced a bill to require federal 
financial regulators to issue interagency regulatory 
guidance in order to provide forms of relief to borrowers 
and customers during pandemics and major disasters, to 
continue to operate and provide services and lending, and 
to require such regulators to conduct testing with financial 
institutions to assess pandemic or disaster preparedness. 
 
Rep. Sherman (D-CA) introduced a bill to require issuers 
to disclose risks related to global pandemics. 
 
Rep. Langevin (D-RI) introduced a bill to temporarily 
modify the John H. Chaffee Foster Care Program for 
Successful Transition to Adulthood in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Horn (D-KS) introduced a bill to ensure that facilities 
of the Indian Health Service, facilities operated by an 
Indian tribe, tribal organization, or inter-tribal consortium, 
and facilities operated by an urban Indian organization 
receive items from the strategic national stockpile or 
qualified pandemic or epidemic products directly from 
HHS. 
 
Rep. Espaillat (D-NY) introduced a bill to require the SBA 
to provide economic injury grants for small business 
concerns affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Rep. Dean (D-PA) introduced a bill to provide relief for 
federal and private student loan borrowers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-findings-kirkland-nursing-home-and-new-targeted-plan-healthcare-facility-inspections
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/carranza-implements-automatic-deferment-existing-sba-disaster-loans-through-end-2020
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-approves-medicaid-section-1135-waivers-11-additional-states-response-covid-19
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-iowa-disaster-declaration-5/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-approves-louisiana-disaster-declaration-4/
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/repatriationbill032320.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/NYCHASection8COVID19Billtext032320.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/NYCHASection8COVID19Billtext032320.pdf
https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/NYCHASection8COVID19Billtext032320.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6378?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6371?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6355?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6352?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6343?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=14
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6316?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=15
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Rep. Pappas (D-NH) introduced a bill to allow a tax credit 
for certain coronavirus-related charitable contributions for 
taxable year 2020. 
 
Rep. Vargas (D-CA) introduced a bill to increase the 
amount available under the Defense Production Act to 
respond to the coronavirus epidemic. 
 
Rep. Garcia (D-IL) introduced a bill to establish a 
moratorium on evictions from rental dwelling units during 
the public health emergency relating to coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Pressley (D-MA) introduced a bill to authorize 
emergency homeless assistance grants under the 
Emergency Solutions Grants program for response to 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Heck (D-WA) introduced a bill to provide emergency 
rental assistance under the HUD Emergency Solutions 
Grants program in response to the coronavirus public 
health emergency. 
 
Rep. Castro (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide support 
and flexibility to the Corporation for National and 
Community Service to respond to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

March 22 

The President signed a Memorandum on Providing Federal Support for 
Governors’ Use of the National Guard to Respond to COVID-19. FEMA 
and DHS will fund 100% of emergency assistance activities in California, 
New York, and Washington. The President also approved disaster 
declarations for all three states. 
 
The Department of Justice announced its first enforcement action against 
COVID-19 fraud. 

A Senate procedural vote to advance H.R. 748, the 
legislative vehicle for S. 3548, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act, failed 47-47 (60 
vote threshold). 
 
Senator Casey (D-PA) introduced a bill to modify nutrition 
programs to address the coronavirus disease. 
 
Senator Booker (D-NJ) introduced a bill to prohibit 
depository institutions from assessing overdraft and non-
sufficient fund fees during the coronavirus crisis and other 
disasters. 

March 21 
HHS announced additional funding under its Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Authority (BARDA) to support a clinical trial to 
evaluate Kevzara as a potential treatment for severely ill COVID-19 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6325?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=16
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6373?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=23
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6347?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=25
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6362?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=35
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6314?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=38
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6315?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=44
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-providing-federal-support-governors-use-national-guard-respond-covid-19/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-files-its-first-enforcement-action-against-covid-19-fraud
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3563?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=17
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3566?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=29
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/21/hhs-funds-phase-2-3-clinical-trial-for-potential-treatment-for-covid-19.html
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patients. 

March 20 

The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) extended 
until July 15 the deadline to both file and pay 2019 taxes and estimated 
tax payments for tax year 2020 that are due on April 15. 
 
The Department of Education suspended federal student loan payments 
and waived interest during the national emergency. All borrowers with 
federally held student loans will automatically have their interest rates set 
to 0% for a period of at least 60 days. In addition, each of these borrowers 
will have the option to suspend their payments for at least two months to 
allow them greater flexibility during the national emergency. 
 
The Department of Education announced students impacted by school 
closures due to the pandemic can bypass standardized testing for the 
2019-2020 school year.  
 
The FDA issued a new policy that allows manufacturers of certain FDA-
cleared non-invasive, vital sign-measuring devices to expand their use so 
that health care providers can use them to monitor patients remotely. The 
devices include those that measure body temperature, respiratory rate, 
heart rate and blood pressure. 
 
The FDA issued two guidance documents to communicate its policy for 
the temporary manufacture of certain alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
products. 
 
US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) temporarily suspended 
premium processing for I-129 and I-140 petitions. USCIS will also accept 
all benefit forms and documents with reproduced original signatures, 
including the Form I-129, Petition for Nonimmigrant Worker, for 
submissions dated March 21, 2020, and beyond. 
 
HHS announced that the CDC will provide $80 million in funding to tribes, 
tribal organizations, and Urban Indian Organizations to support 
coronavirus response efforts. 
 
The HHS Office for Civil Rights (OCR) issued guidance on telehealth 
remote communications following its Notification of Enforcement 
Discretion during the public health emergency. 
 
In a memorandum to the Secretary of the Treasury scheduled to be 
published in the Federal Register on March 25, the President delegated 

Senator Romney (R-UT) introduced a bill to provide for 
deferral of loan repayment for graduates during the period 
of the coronavirus.  
 
Senator Rounds (R-SD) introduced a bill to require the 
Secretary of Agriculture to provide payments to cattle 
producers to offset losses due to coronavirus.  

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/delivering-president-trumps-promise-secretary-devos-suspends-federal-student-loan-payments-waives-interest-during-national-emergency
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/helping-students-adversely-affected-school-closures-secretary-devos-announces-broad-flexibilities-states-cancel-testing-during-national-emergency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-allows-expanded-use-devices-monitor-patients-vital-signs-remotely
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-guidance-production-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-help-boost
https://www.uscis.gov/working-united-states/temporary-workers/uscis-announces-temporary-suspension-premium-processing-all-i-129-and-i-140-petitions-due-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/20/hhs-announces-upcoming-action-to-provide-funding-to-tribes-for-covid-19-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/20/ocr-issues-guidance-on-telehealth-remote-communications-following-its-notification-of-enforcement-discretion.html
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06398.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3556?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3552?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=31
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authority to the Secretary for use of the Exchange Stabilization Fund in an 
aggregate amount of up to $50 billion. 

March 19 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued guidelines defining 
critical workers who should maintain normal working schedules during the 
pandemic.  
 
The State Department issued a Level 4 travel advisory warning Americans 
against traveling abroad and encouraging Americans already overseas to 
shelter in place. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) announced it will fill the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve (SPR) to its maximum capacity by purchasing 77 
million barrels of American-made crude oil and announced a solicitation 
for the purchase of an initial 30 million barrels to begin filling the SPR. 
Solicitations for additional purchases will follow. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
introduced S. 3548, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, a third phase of 
coronavirus response legislation. 
 
Senator Harris (D-CA) introduced a bill to amend the 
Stafford Act to provide assistance to individuals affected 
by a pandemic. 
 
Senator Cruz (R-TX) introduced a bill to waive limitations 
on expansion of facility capacity under rural provider and 
hospital exception to ownership or investment prohibition 
during coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Tipton (R-CO) introduced a bill to require data-
sharing regarding protecting the homeless from 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Zeldin (R-NY) introduced a bill to require issuance of 
guidance by the US Interagency Council on 
Homelessness regarding protecting the homeless for 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Budd (R-NC) introduced a bill to require public 
housing agencies to inform residents of a public housing 
project tests positive for coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Stivers (R-OH) introduced a bill to require HUD to 
issue guidance regarding protecting the homeless who 
reside in certain federally assisted properties from the 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Pocan (D-WI) introduced a bill to require DOD to 
make testing for coronavirus available to all members of 
the Armed Forces deployed to an area in which the US 
Central Command has responsibility.  

March 18 
President Trump signed an Executive Order on Prioritizing and Allocating 
Health and Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of Covid-19. 
 

The Senate passed H.R. 6201, the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act 90-8. 
 

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-4-health-advisory-issue.html
https://www.energy.gov/articles/department-energy-executes-direction-president-trump-announces-solicitation-purchase-crude
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=5eXH0qSKdBRphS6WO4YlQwwSTi8wtQOqejFjZKiddbCzZ5Bbl4XDYSj%2BGvK0rDOJCbIl5K7kTc0SnnTresgaENFEWCLehuHYn6u6xviOUjZVffVvEfTTbY30DZ0hyxS%2F&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spr.doe.gov%2Fdoeec%2FOilPurchase.htm&I=20200319131245.0000063491a3%40mail6-43-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlNzM2ZjJjYzg1ZWFiNTE5ZTcyYjExMzs%3D&S=WlgfaVyOLgC1sbO7ZjulCC_uD1G8FnsRLVaQn_o9l98
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3534?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3547?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=39
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6294?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6293?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=30
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6297?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=34
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6295?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=36
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6310?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=37
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-prioritizing-allocating-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-prioritizing-allocating-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00076


Federal Coronavirus Response Timeline 

Current as of 5:00 PM ET 9/17/20     [new updates highlighted in yellow] 179 

President Trump invoked the Defense Production Act to address medical 
equipment shortages. The Act, passed in 1950, is designed for use during 
war and allows the President to expedite and expand the supply of 
resources for homeland security, energy, or military purposes. 
 
The Administration requested an additional $45.8 billion in FY20 
supplemental funding to address the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
The White House announced a partnership with the Ad Council, major 
media networks, and digital platforms to effectively communicate accurate 
and timely information directly to the American people. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) suspended 
home foreclosures and evictions through the end of April. 
 
The Department of Labor announced the availability of up to $100 million 
for Dislocated Worker Grants (DWGs) to help address the workforce-
related impacts of the pandemic. 
 
The Department of Labor’s Office of Federal Contract Compliance 
Programs (OFCCP) issued a National Interest Exemption memorandum to 
facilitate response efforts. OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month 
exemption and waiver from some of the requirements of the laws 
administered by the agency. 
 
In view of the special circumstances in the national interest presented by 
the novel coronavirus outbreak, OFCCP will grant a limited, three-month 
exemption and waiver from some of the requirements of the laws 
administered by the agency.  
The FDA issued guidance on conducting clinical trials during the 
pandemic. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a Money Market Mutual Fund 
Liquidity Facility (MMLF) to provide liquidity to the financial system, 
smooth functioning of money markets, support the flow of credit to 
Americans, and help stabilize the broader financial system. 

Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced a bill to require the 
President to designate an employee of the NSC to be 
responsible for pandemic prevention and response. 
 
Senator Shaheen (D-NH) introduced a bill to allow a tax 
credit for certain coronavirus-related charitable 
contributions for taxable year 2020. 
 
Senator Reed (D-RI) introduced a bill to restrict the 
authority of the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase or 
guarantee assets in response to the coronavirus disease. 
 
Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) introduced a bill to increase 
the availability of nursing facilities to access to telehealth 
services and obtain technologies to allow virtual visits 
during the coronavirus public health emergency. 

March 17 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) took steps to 
expand access to telehealth services, including expanding Medicare 
coverage and waiving potential HIPAA penalties. 
 

Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to ensure that 
facilities of the Indian Health Service, facilities operated by 
an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or inter-tribal 
consortium, and facilities operated by an urban Indian 
organization receive items from the strategic national 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-partnership-ad-council-major-media-networks-digital-platforms-covid-19-messages/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_042
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200318
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/ofccp/ofccp20200318
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/OFCCP/National-Interest-Exemption-Memo-Coronavirus-Relief-Efforts.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-guidance-conducting-clinical-trials
https://home.treasury.gov/news/secretary-statements-remarks/statement-from-secretary-steven-t-mnuchin-on-the-establishment-of-the-money-market-mutual-fund-liquidity-facility
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3530?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3525?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3526?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=28
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3517?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=42
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGhzLmdvdi9hYm91dC9uZXdzLzIwMjAvMDMvMTcvc2VjcmV0YXJ5LWF6YXItYW5ub3VuY2VzLWhpc3RvcmljLWV4cGFuc2lvbi1vZi10ZWxlaGVhbHRoLWFjY2Vzcy10by1jb21iYXQtY292aWQtMTkuaHRtbA?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3514?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=21
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The Department of Agriculture announced a collaboration with private 
sector entities to deliver nearly 1,000,000 meals a week to students in a 
limited number of rural schools closed due to the pandemic. 
 
The FDA took steps to help prevent disruptions in the food supply-chain 
by issuing a temporary policy for FDA Food Safety Modernization Act 
(FSMA) supplier verification onsite audit requirements during the public 
health emergency. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a primary dealer credit facility 
(PDCF) to address illiquidity, mitigate disruptions in funding markets, 
support smooth market functioning and help facilitate the availability of 
credit to American workers and businesses. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board established a Commercial Paper Funding 
Facility (CPFF) to provide short-term credit to American businesses.  
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) issued updated criteria on 
states for requesting disaster assistance loans for small businesses 
impacted by coronavirus. Under the revised criteria, states or territories 
are only required to certify that at least five small businesses within the 
state/territory have suffered substantial economic injury, regardless of 
where those businesses are located, to qualify for SBA Disaster 
Assistance. Further, disaster assistance loans will be available statewide, 
rather than only within counties identified as disaster areas by a Governor. 

stockpile and qualified pandemic or epidemic products 
directly from HHS. 
 
Senator Jones (D-AL) introduced a bill to require private 
health insurance to rapidly cover preventative services 
and vaccines related to the coronavirus.  
 
Senator Warren (D-MA) introduced a bill to transfer all 
border wall funding to HHS and USAID to combat 
coronavirus. 
 
Senator Baldwin (D-WI) introduced a bill to require DOD 
to make coronavirus testing available to all members of 
the Armed Forces deployed to an area in which US 
Central Command has responsibility. 
 
Senators Markey (D-MA), Blumenthal (D-CT), Whitehouse 
(D-RI), and Baldwin (D-WI) wrote to Senate leadership 
and Appropriations Committee leadership urging including 
consumer and labor protections in any emergency 
spending package to help the airline and cruise industries. 

March 16 

The White House released The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for 
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread.  
 
The Department of Homeland Security announced that the United 
Kingdom and Ireland will also be added to the previously announced 
arrival restrictions that are in effect for the Schengen Area, China, and 
Iran. 
 
The FDA updated a policy originally issued on February 29 on diagnostic 
testing for coronavirus in order to achieve more rapid testing capacity. 

The House passed H. Res. 904, technical corrections to 
H.R. 6201, by unanimous consent. 
 
Rep. Jackson Lee (D-TX) introduced a bill to provide 
certain unemployment assistance for individuals impacted 
by quarantine order for a national or state public health 
emergency. 

March 14 

The President issued Proclamation 9996, Suspension of Entry as 
Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of Certain Additional Persons Who Pose a 
Risk of Transmitting 201 Novel Coronavirus. 
 
The Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) issued new temporary guidance regarding the enforcement of 
OSHA’s Respiratory Protection standard aimed at ensuring healthcare 

The House passed H.R. 6201, the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act 363-40, 1 present. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/17/usda-announces-feeding-program-partnership-response-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-temporary-policy-fsma-onsite-audit-requirements
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm945
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm944
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-updates-criteria-states-requesting-disaster-assistance-loans-small-businesses-impacted
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3505?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3510?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=22
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3507?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=41
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/03/16/department-homeland-security-outlines-new-process-americans-returning-schengen-area
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-provides-more-regulatory-relief-during-outbreak-continues-help
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/904/actions?KWICView=false
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6271?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=24
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200314
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-03-14/temporary-enforcement-guidance-healthcare-respiratory-protection-annual-fit
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6201%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2020/roll102.xml
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workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory protection in light of 
anticipated shortages. 

March 13 

President Trump declared a national emergency and invoked the Stafford 
Act. 85 Fed. Reg. 15337 (Mar. 18, 2020) 
 
The President signed a Memorandum on Expanding State-Approved 
Diagnostic Tests directing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to 
facilitate state requests for flexibility to authorize laboratories to develop 
and perform tests used to detect COVID-19. 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) waived certain hours of service regulations for 
commercial drivers transporting emergency supplies. 
 
The Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice of Arrival 
Restrictions outlining the process for American citizens, legal permanent 
residents, and their immediate families who are returning home after 
recently visiting certain European countries, China, and Iran. 
 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Ajit Pai issued a 
Keep Americans Connected Pledge under which telephone and 
broadband providers agree that for the next 60 days they will: (1) not 
terminate service to any residential or small business customers because 
of inability to pay bills due to disruptions caused by the pandemic; (2) 
waive any late fees incurred as a result of economic circumstances 
related to the pandemic; and (3) open Wi-Fi hotspots to any American in 
need.  
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced expanded eligibility 
of federal assistance is available under FTA’s Emergency Relief Program 
to help transit agencies respond to the coronavirus in states where the 
Governor has declared an emergency.  
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released an expanded list of 
EPA-registered disinfectant products that have qualified for use against 
SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 

 

March 12 

The Department of Labor announced new guidance outlining flexibilities 
that states have in administering their unemployment insurance (UI) 
programs to assist Americans affected by the outbreak. 
 

Senator Peters (D-MI) introduced the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance Act. 
 
Senator Murray (D-WA) introduced the Supporting 
Students in Response to Coronavirus Act. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/letter-president-donald-j-trump-emergency-determination-stafford-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-expanding-state-approved-diagnostic-tests/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-expanding-state-approved-diagnostic-tests/
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm1jc2EuZG90Lmdvdi9uZXdzcm9vbS91cy1kZXBhcnRtZW50LXRyYW5zcG9ydGF0aW9uLWlzc3Vlcy1uYXRpb25hbC1lbWVyZ2VuY3ktZGVjbGFyYXRpb24tY29tbWVyY2lhbC12ZWhpY2xlcw?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/16/2020-05578/health-and-human-services-2019-novel-coronavirus-suspension-of-entry-into-us-as-immigrants-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/16/2020-05578/health-and-human-services-2019-novel-coronavirus-suspension-of-entry-into-us-as-immigrants-and
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmNjLmdvdi9rZWVwLWFtZXJpY2Fucy1jb25uZWN0ZWQ?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://a.crowdskout.com/v1-1/email-click/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmNjLmdvdi9rZWVwLWFtZXJpY2Fucy1jb25uZWN0ZWQ?b=eyJjc0lkIjo4NzQxOTEwMjIsImNsaWVudElkIjoyNjAzLCJvcmdhbml6YXRpb25JZCI6IjE5ODMyMDkiLCJzb3VyY2VJZCI6IjE3NzkzIiwiZW1haWxpbmdJZCI6bnVsbCwidjJFbWFpbGluZ0lkIjo3NzEyLCJmcm9tIjoiYTQ3MzY2MDMtN2MyZi00Yjc5LWJhNGYtMGY2NzBkNzMxOWM3In0
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/us-department-transportation-announces-increased-flexibility-help-transit-agencies
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-expands-covid-19-disinfectant-list
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200312-0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3497?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3497?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3489?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=12
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3489?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=12
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The Export-Import Bank of the United States (EXIM) announced relief 
provisions for exporters and financial institutions affected by the 
pandemic. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced disaster assistance 
loans for small businesses impacted by coronavirus. SBA’s Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small 
business. 

Senator Wyden (D-OR) introduced the Resilient Elections 
During Quarantines and Natural Disasters Act. 
 
Senator Duckworth (D-IL) introduced a bill to direct DOL 
to issue an emergency temporary standard that requires 
certain employers to develop and implement a 
comprehensive plan to protect employees from exposure 
to COVID019. 
 
Rep. Luetkemeyer (R-MO) introduced a bill to temporarily 
prohibit the federal financial regulators from requiring 
compliance with the CECL Rule by persons impacted by 
coronavirus. 
 
Rep. Stivers (R-OH) introduced a bill to require a report 
analyzing the effectiveness of the joint release on 
coronavirus issued by federal and state financial 
regulators. 
 
Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced the Emergency Family and 
Medical Leave Expansion Act. 
 
Rep. Kind (D-WI) introduced a bill to provide for coverage 
of testing for COVID-19 at no cost sharing under the 
Medicare Advantage program. 

March 11 

President Trump signed a Proclamation to suspend the entry of most 
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries (those in 
the Schengen Area) at any point during the 14 days prior to their 
scheduled arrival to the United States. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) temporarily waived minimum 
slot-use requirements at US airports to help airlines that cancel flights due 
to the coronavirus (expires May 31). 

Senator Udall (D-NM) introduced the Border Health 
Security Act. 
 
Rep. Delgado (D-NY) introduced the Pandemic Response 
and Emergency Preparedness Act. 
 
Rep. Kilmer (D-WA) introduced the Coronavirus Worker 
Relief Act. 
 
Rep. DelBene (D-WA) introduced the Assistance for 
Workers Harmed by COVID-19 Act. 
 
Rep. Fudge (D-OH) introduced the Pandemic EBT Act. 
 
Rep. Blumenauer (D-OR) introduced the Resilient 
Elections During Quarantines and Natural Disasters Act. 
 

https://www.exim.gov/fact-sheet-exim-covid-19-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/sba-provide-disaster-assistance-loans-small-businesses-impacted-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3440?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=57
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3440?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=57
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3475?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=71
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6249?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=24
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6265?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=40
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6220?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=51
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6220?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=51
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6214?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=63
https://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsId=24736
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3436?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=74
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3436?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=74
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6206?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=27
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6206?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pandemic%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=27
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6207?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6207?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6205?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=47
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6205?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=47
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6200?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=55
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6202?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=58
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6202?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=58
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Rep. Wilson (D-FL) introduced the No Cost for COVID-19 
Testing Act. 
 
Rep. Omar (D-MN) introduced the MEALS Act to grant 
certain waivers under the National School Lunch Act to 
address school closures due to COVID-19. 
 
Rep. Horsford (D-NV) introduced the Emergency 
Unemployment Insurance Stabilization and Access Act. 
 
Rep. Bonamici (D-OR) introduced the COVID-19 Child 
Nutrition Response Act. 
 
Rep. Murphy (D-FL) introduced the Emergency Paid 
Leave Act. 

March 10 
The FDA postponed most foreign inspections through April. Inspections 
outside the U.S. deemed mission-critical will still be considered on a case-
by-case basis. 

Rep. DeGette (D-CO) introduced the Covering 
Coronavirus Test Act. 

March 9 

The Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) published “Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19” to 
help companies respond in the event of coronavirus in the workplace. 
 
The EPA notified registrants of disinfectants that due to the outbreak, the 
agency is expediting the review of submissions from companies 
requesting to add Emerging Viral Pathogens claims to their already-
registered surface disinfectant labels. 

Rep. Scott (D-VA) introduced the COVID-19 Health Care 
Worker Protection Act. 

March 5 

The EPA released a list of EPA-registered disinfectant products that have 
qualified for use against SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19. 

The Senate passed H.R. 6074, the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 96-1. 
 
Senator Murray (D-WA) introduced the Paid Sick Days for 
Public Health Emergencies and Personal Family Care Act. 
 
Rep. Sablan (D-MP) introduced the Northern Mariana 
Islands Coronavirus Emergency Assistance Act. 

March 4 

 
 
 
 
 

The House passed H.R. 6074, the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 415-2. 

March 3 
 Rep. Torres Small (D-NM) introduced the Border Health 

Security Act. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6213?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=65
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6213?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=65
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6187/titles?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&r=66&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6199?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=67
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6199?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=67
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6203?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=69
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6203?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=69
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6198?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=72
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6198?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=72
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-update-foreign-inspections
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6173?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6173?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=5
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-expediting-emerging-viral-pathogens-claim-submissions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/emerging-viral-pathogen-guidance-antimicrobial-pesticides
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6139?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=56
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6139?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=56
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-list-disinfectants-use-against-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=116&session=2&vote=00066
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3415?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=73
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3415?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=73
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6123?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6123?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+6074%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2020/roll086.xml
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6070?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=75
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6070?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=75
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March 2 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) took action to make more respirators 
available to health care personnel. The FDA granted the CDC’s request 
for an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to allow health care personnel 
to use certain industrial respirators during the COVID-19 outbreak in 
health care settings.  

Senator Markey (D-MA) introduced the Coronavirus 
Vaccine Act. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-and-cdc-take-action-increase-access-respirators-including-n95s
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3370?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3370?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22coronavirus%22%5D%7D&s=7&r=1

